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LAZY BONES 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson

 
 Whether we’d like to admit it or not, 

most of us are naturally lazy. The proof is in the 

pudding, as they say, because numerous times 

each day we push off things that we ought to 

do, even if it is for just one minute more…one 

more minute before we have to exert ourselves. 

 We need not feel bad that we are this 

way that is part of our natural makeup. Yet it is 

our holy job on this world to change ourselves 

and to remove the bad middah of laziness from 

within. It is a lifetime’s work, but if we do not 

start now, it will chas v’shalom never happen, 

and we will truly remain like the bad middah 

pirate Lazy Larry (from Rabbi Baruch Chait’s 

wonderful book; “The Incredible Voyage to 

Good Midos) for the rest of our lives. All of us 

have a “Lazy Larry” inside, and once we identi-

fy him, we can hopefully work to remove him 

entirely, B’ezras Hashem. 

 Consider the following common exam-

ple:  

 Reuven calls Shimon and asks if he 

perhaps has Levi’s number available. 

Shimon happens to know the number by 

heart, but when he starts to recite it, Reuven 

says, “oh, could you hold on a second 

Shimon? I just have to get a pen…” 

 Let us analyze this story for a second. 

Reuven called Shimon in order to get a number. 

If he did so, why didn’t he have a pen in his 

hand at the ready? The answer is that he 

thought Shimon surely would not have the 

number immediately, and he therefore had 

another minute before he had to get the pen! 

This is pure unadulterated laziness. For what 

did he procrastinate? For one extra minute that 

he did not have to search for the pen…because 

it requires exertion, however little, but exertion 

nonetheless – and that is something everybody 

instinctively tries to avoid. 

 In speaking about the Midah of Atzlus, 

the Mesilas Yesharim writes, “there is no 

danger like its danger.” Why is it that laziness 

is so dangerous? Rav Miller Zt’l quotes this line 

often in his works and lectures and explains: 

Although Aveiros are exceedingly bad and are 

deserving of great punishment, Hashem Yera-

chaim, one has the great ability to do Teshuvah 

on any sins that he has committed in his life-

time. A lost opportunity, however, is something 

that a person will never ever have again, and 

that is a tragedy that there is no way to fix. To 

miss something good is far worse than doing 

something wrong, because a missed chance to 

do  good is irreplaceable. 

 Considering this, besides for the bad 

midah in itself, for the sake of life’s infinite 

opportunities to do mitzvos and maasim tovim, 

it behooves to remove the trait of laziness from 

within; so that our lives can Bezras Hashem be 

filled with achievement and accomplishments 

of the greatest kind. 

 Last week a Yid contacted the Gadol 

Hador Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky Shlita to 

ask him if he could possibly receive a 

Haskama for his friend’s Sefer. Rav Shmuel 

immediately agreed. Considering the unbe-

lievable schedule that Rav Shmuel has, it was 

assumed that it would take a long while 

before Rav Kamenetzky completed and sent 

the requested haskama. However,  …..the 

full haskama was faxed back to him that same 

day…For the Gadol Hador laziness is not in 

his vocabulary...BSD 
 

   




