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R ebbe Pinchos Koritzer said:
“Until parshas Lech Lecha

(when we read about Avraham
Avinu) the world is unhappy and
confused. Afterwards, thechesed
[kindness] of Avraham is aroused,
and there are salvations in the
world.” The new year began, but the
world is still imperfect until
parashas Lech Lecha, where
Avraham Avinu’s merit is discussed.

Avraham wasn’t the only tzaddik in
those early generations. The Ramban
writes that there were other
tzaddikim in that era who kept the
Torah, but they didn’t reach
Avraham Avinu’s level. What was
special about Avraham? He was
tested ten times (asarah nisyonos)

and he passed them all.

The Maharal writes that the purpose
of tests and trials isn't to let heaven
know where we are holding,
because Hashem knows this even
before we are tested. The trials and
tribulations are given to us for our
own benefit. They elevate us and

make us better people.

It is known that people receive

uncanny strengths when their lives
are in danger. They can lift
extremely heavy objects, jump over
high fences, run long distances, and
do other seemingly impossible feats.
All senses become heightened and
empowered to astonishing degrees,
when they are under duress. People
can hear, see, perceive and do things
that they wouldn’t be able to under

normal circumstances.

Something similar occurs when one
is tested. Because of one's strong
desire to pass the test, one finds
inside himself latent abilities that he

didn’t know existed before.1111

People are created with outstanding
powers. The Avnei Nezer said that
people use only seven percent of
their potential. Challenges help
people discover these strengths.
Avraham Avinu had ten trials. He
galvanized all his inner strengths and
passed them all victoriously. This
made Avraham unique and greater
than all other tzaddikim of his
generation. Those trials elevated him

to the greatest level.2222TorahWellsprings- Lach Lacha

1. The Maharal writes that the word nisayon (test) comes from the root nes
(miracle) because as one serves Hashem beyond the rules of nature to pass

a test, similarly, he merits to see miracles that are above the rules of nature.
2. Someone, who suffered great hardships, complained to his rebbe that he
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When we contemplate the ten tests
that were given to Avraham (and
which are written inparashasLech
Lecha and parshas VaYeira) we

discover that all of the trials share a
common thread – they were all
about testing Avraham Avinu’s faith
(as thePri HaAretzpoints out). Each

cannot endure the tests any longer. The rebbe told him, "Take three pots, and fill
them with water in one pot, place a raw potato, in the second, a raw egg, and in
the third, put coffee, sugar and milk, and put them on the stove."
An hour later the rebbe showed him that the soft (raw) egg became hard, the hard
potato got soft, and the boiling water turned into a sweet coffee. The rebbe
explained, "The boiling water represents life's tests. Tests change people. It
toughens the soft people, softens the tough, and it can make someone sweet, like
a sweet cup of coffee."
All tests of life can change us. They are opportunities for growth, for becoming a
better person. People do not grow from the easy experiences of life. They grow
from the hardships, which they overcome.
The Gemara (Yoma 69:, based on Nechemya h 9) teaches how the chachamim
nullified the yetzer hara for avodah zorah. Baruch Hashem, today, people do not
yearn for avodah zorah as they did in the past, because the Jewish people prayed
that Hashem should abolish this temptation, and Hashem agreed. As it states in
(Nechemyah 9), the Jewish people shouted to Hashem, and said "This is [the
yetzer hara for idol worship] which destroyed the Beis HaMikdash, burnt the
heichal, killed all the tzaddikim, sent the Jewish people in exile from their land, and
it is still dancing among us! You only gave us the yetzer hara so we can overcome
him and acquire reward. But we want neither her, nor the reward."
A paper, with the word emes written on it dropped down from heaven. Hashem
agreed to their claim. They fasted for three days and three nights, and then the
yetzer hara came out of the Kodesh HaKedashim (Holy of Holies) appearing like
a lion of fire. Zecharyah HaNavi told them, "This is the yetzer hara for avodah
zorah!" and they captured the yetzer hara.
But we wonder, why from all places, did the yetzer hara come out of the Kodesh
HaKedashim? What was the yetzer hara doing in the holiest spot? The answer
is, the yetzer hara's purpose is to elevate people to the highest levels – to the
Kodesh HaKedashim – because when one overcomes the yetzer hara, he
becomes a better person. (Only because people weren't passing the test, was this
yetzer hara abolished.)
We learn from this the potential of a test. It is an opportunity to rise to the utmost
heights, to the Kodesh HaKedashim.
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time Avraham carried out Hashem’s
decree, bad things occurred. Hashem
told Avraham to go to Eretz Yisrael.
Avraham listened, was confronted
with a hunger, andwas forced to
leave The Land. And then his wife
was taken by Pharaoh. Similarly, all
of the ten tests repeatedly showed
Avraham a glaring question,how
could it be that by serving Hashem
and by following His command,
matters are only becoming worse for
him? Avraham battled – and
succeeded – to maintain his loyalty
to Hashem, and to perfect his faith

in Hashem's kindness.

Avraham Avinu had absolute faith in
Hashem, even before the ten trials.
At Uhr Kasdim, Avraham was given
the ultimatum: either he abandons
his faith or be thrown into a fiery
furnace. Avraham didn’t flinch.
Without fear and without doubt, he
declared his allegiance to Hashem.
He was thrown into the furnace and

miraculously survived. However, the
ten subsequent trials elevated
Avraham’s emunah to an

unfathomable level.

In our generation we are also
confronted with difficult tests, and
primary among them are the
challenges on ouremunah. 3333 The
holy Rizhiner said that before
Moshiach's arrival, people’semunah
will be tested. Holding onto the
emunah will be as difficult as

climbing straight walls.

We are confronted with tests similar
to the trials that Avraham Avinu
endured. Hashem’s divine
providence is concealed. We don’t
understand why the good people
suffer, why our tefillos aren’t
immediately answered, why His love
isn’t visibly manifest. We are left
with many questions. To remain
faithful during these trying times is
no simple feat. But when we do pass

3. (15:5) “Hashem took Avraham outdoors and said to him, ‘Look at the heaven
and count the stars, if you are able to…Like them, shall be your children.’”

What is the parallel between the stars and the Jewish people?
The Abarbanel explains that stars shine when it is dark. The Jewish people also
shine during times of hardship, because of their unwavering devotion to Hashem.
Reb Meir Shapiro of Lublin explained this passuk in the following manner: Hashem
told Avraham to count the stars "If you are able to," and Avraham began to count
them. But it was an impossible task; no one can possibly count all the stars.
Hashem said, "so shall be your children." Hashem asks a lot from Klal Yisrael, and
it is literally impossible for them to do everything. Yet they start, and do what they
can, and this is their praise.
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these tests, we become even stronger
than before.4444

The Ramchal writes (Derech Eitz
Chaim pg. 4): “One should designate

4. People were considering building a girl’s school in a non-religious area as a
kiruv initiative, and asked the Brisker Rav whether it was a good idea. The

Brisker Rav told them the following story:
There was a girl who did teshuvah but she didn’t want her parents to know. One
Shabbos, her parents were traveling, and they asked her to man their store. The
girl was afraid that she may need to desecrate the Shabbos, so she prayed that
no customers should come. Her tefilos were answered. No one came.
But then, she feared that if she doesn’t make any sales, her parents will accuse
her of keeping Shabbos.
Someone came into the store in the afternoon. He asked the price of a small,
inexpensive product. “It costs five liros” she told him. He was ready to buy it, so
she immediately changed the price.
The man was incredulous, "So much money for this product?" and he left the store.
But he really needed the product, so some time later he returned to the store and
said that he was willing to pay this higher price.
But she raised the price again, “It costs one hundred.”
“Are you insane?” the man asked her, and he left the store once again. But it didn’t
take very long before he returned again. He said that he was prepared to pay what
she requested.
“I’m sorry” the girl told him. “Now it costs two hundred."
He left the store. A half hour before Shabbos was over, he returned and said: “I
really need the product, so I’ll pay this exorbitant price.” She told him to wait a half
hour until her parents return, and then he can buy it.
When Shabbos was over, she said to the man that he can have it for five liros,
like she originally told him. She didn’t want to earn from business transactions
which took place on Shabbos. But the man said that he was a man of his word,
and since he said that he is ready to pay two hundred, that is what he will pay.
When her parents returned, she gave them all the money and said, “This is the
reward for keeping Shabbos.”
Her parents were astonished, and they also did teshuvah.
Hashem’s providence was clearly seen in this story; the reward for keeping
Shabbos was evident. But generally, things aren’t as evident. There are questions,
questions, and questions – similar to the questions that Avraham Avinu endured
when he was confronted with his ten tests. Yet we persevere. We stand up to the
challenge and pass all the tests.
In next week's parshah, the Torah tells us that Hagar threw her son, Yishmael,
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at least an hour a day… to think
[about the purpose of life]. He should
ask himself [at these times]:What did
the tzaddikim of our past do that

Hashem loved them so much?

Following this counsel, we should
think about Avraham Avinu and ask
ourselves: why did Hashem love
Avraham so much? And what can I
do similar to that, so Hashem will
love me as well? Among the

answers will be that Hashem loved
Avraham because of his unwavering

faith in Hashem.

The Mishnah (Avos) tells us, “Be
from the disciples of Avraham
Avinu.” The Mishnah is urging us to
follow his ways, and to pass the
great tests of faith that are given to
us, and then we will also be precious

and beloved by Hashem.5555

The Divrei Shmuel asks: Why

"tachas achad hasichim — under one of the shrubs" (21:15) when he was ill and
dying from thirst. The Chozeh of Lublin zy"a said that concealed in these words is
an essential counsel, which people should know when they are going through hard
times. Hasichim can mean tefillah. "Tachas achad hasichim," after Hagar's tefillah,
she allegorically threw her child, and the problem, out of her mind, and focused
on other matters. Because it isn't wise to remain focused on the problem. After
one does whatever he needs to to solve the problem, and after he strengthens
himself with faith that everything is for the good, now it is wise to put the issue out
of one's mind, and to focus on happier matters.
5. The Shelah HaKadosh taught that when one knows that he is being tested, it

is easier for him to pass the test. He writes that this is the reason the Torah
tells us about Avraham Avinu’s tests, so people will be aware that there are times
when their faith is also under scrutiny. When they know that they are being tested,
it is easier for them to remain strong.
The following story demonstrates this point:
Some Arabs kidnapped a high ranking official of the Intelligence department of the
army. They tortured him and hardly gave him food and drink, and tried to force
him to reveal the secrets of the agency. But he was loyal to his people and he
didn’t speak. One day, his cell door was slightly open, and his captors stood
outside his room conversing with each other. Peeking through the doorway, he saw
that they were holding screw drivers and hammers. He understood that they were
about to break his head open. He realized that he didn’t have a choice; he would
tell them everything that he knows. What choice did he have?
He tried to hear what they were saying. He listened carefully, and heard them
speaking his local language! He then understood that these people weren’t Arabs.
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wasn’t the test of Ur Kasdim6666

counted as one of Avraham’s
primary ten tests?

Furthermore, the Divrei Shmuel
asks, when the Torah discusses the
akeidah, it states (22:1): “Hashem
tested Avraham…” Theakeidah is
counted as Avraham’s test, and not
Yitzchok’s. Why? Wasn’t
Yitzchok’s faith also challenged by
the akeidah?
The Divrei Shmuel replies,
“Sacrificing one’s life for Hashem’s
sake wasn’t difficult for these great
tzaddikim…” Therefore, Ur Kasdim
and the akeidah (for Yitzchok)

aren’t considered among their
primary achievements. But the
akeidah was a primary test for
Avraham, because at theakeidahhis
faith was challenged.
Hashem promised Avraham that
Yitzchok would have offspring
which would continue his legacy
(see Bereishis 21:12). Then Hashem
told Avraham to sacrifice Yitzchok
on the altar. This is a contradiction,
and aroused a question; a challenge
to his faith. A challenge to our faith
is from the greatest tests, and
therefore it is counted as one of

Avraham Avinu’s primary trials.7777

They were members of the Intelligence; they were testing his loyalty. They entered
his cell and warned him that if he doesn’t speak they would pry open his skull, but
he didn’t budge. He wasn’t afraid. He knew that it was only a test.
Because when one knows that he is being tested, he feels empowered. He has
the strength to stand up to difficult challenges and remain faithful.
6. When Avraham was thrown into a furnace because of his belief in Hashem

(see Rashi on Bereishis 11:28).
7. When Avraham returned from Mitzrayim to Eretz Yisrael, the Torah tells us

(Bereishis 13:3): “vayeilech lemasa'av” he stopped in the very same inns that
he visited on his descent to Mitzrayim. Why does the Torah tell us this? Rashi
explains: “Upon his return, he paid his debts.”
The Chasam Sofer asks: “Did Avraham borrow money from anyone? Which debts
was Avraham paying?”
The Chasam Sofer answers that Avraham was paying back a loan of a different
nature. It wasn’t money that he owed; he owed people an answer. Many people
ridiculed Avraham. They said to him, “You are telling us that G-d told you to come
to Eretz Yisrael for your benefit. Why did Hashem tell you to come to a land where
there is a hunger and you must leave as soon as you came?” People were asking
Avraham questions, and he owed them an answer. Upon his return from Egypt,
when he was (13:2) “loaded with cattle, silver and gold” he was able to show them
that Hashem was indeed with him.
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TheTheTheThe QQQQuestionuestionuestionuestion isisisis thethethethe AnswerAnswerAnswerAnswer

Often, the question is really the
answer. The Zohar tells us that it was
impossible for Yitzchok to have
children because he had a feminine
soul (sitra d’nukvah). At theakeidah,
Yitzchak's feminine soul departed,
and in its place, he received a
masculine soul. So, theakeidah
didn’t hinder Yitzchak’s ability to
have children, it was the origin of his

continuity. If it weren’t for the
akeidah, Yitzchak wouldn’t be able
to have children, and Hashem's
promise for Avraham's continued

offspring wouldn’t materialize.

This is how it is with all our tests.
We see things and assume that they
are questions, when actually
everything that happens is part of a
greater plan.8888 The following are a

few examples of this principle:

8. The Pnei Menachem said, “When I was a child I was once in a bank, watching
the going-ons. I saw someone give a large package of money to the teller. I

remember feeling bad for him. He had so much money, and the bank took it all.
Then another person went to the teller. He signed a contract, and the teller gave
him a large stack of bills. I remember feeling jealous of this person. He entered
the bank empty handed, and now he was leaving with so much money.
“But when I became older, I understood that the man who gave a package of
money to the teller was probably depositing money in the bank to earn interest.
The other person was taking a loan. He received a lot of money, but he would
have to return it with interest. I discovered that when one gives, he isn’t always
losing, and when one takes, he isn’t always gaining.”
The Pnei Menachem told this story to a man who had a lot of troubles. The Pnei
Menachem wanted him to understand that often, things aren't the way we perceive
them to be. Sometimes when we suffer, we are gaining, sometimes, when we think
we are gaining, we are losing. The truth isn't always the way it appears.
Yosef Itche of Baranowitz (a chosid of the Yesod HaAvodah of Slonim) was having
a very successful day in the marketplace. On that day he earned twenty five rubles.
When he returned home, he discovered that his fur coat, which cost twenty five
rubles, was stolen. The money he earned in the marketplace would go to buy a
new coat. He understood that it wasn’t a coincidence so he asked his rebbe, the
Yesod HaAvodah, for an explanation.
The rebbe told him, “Heaven decreed that you must die. But you had merits;
therefore the decree was exchanged for money. Instead of losing your life, it was
decreed that you should lose your fur coat. You had even more merits, and
therefore heaven decreed that you will earn enough money to buy another one
before the coat would be taken away from you.”
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Noach was childless for hundreds of
years. His first child was born when
he was five hundred years old. The
Chofetz Chaim said that this could
have aroused a question in Noach's
mind. Noach was the greatest
tzaddik of his generation; why didn’t
he have children (during the first
five hundred years of his life)? Most
people of his era were having
children at one hundred years. Why

must he and his wife be barren?

But upon deeper reflection, we
recognize that the delay was for his
benefit. Rashi (5:32) explains that if
Noach would have had children
sooner, the children would have
been a hundred years old (or older)
at the time of the Flood. [In that era,
a person was punished and
responsible for his sins, from the age
one hundred and older.] If Noach's
children wouldn't be righteous, they
would perish in the flood. If they
would be tzaddikim, Noach would
need to build manyteivos (arks) to
save them. Therefore, "Hashem held
back from Noach the ability to have
children until he was five hundred
years old…" He and his wife may
have been distressed that they were
barren for so many years, but in
retrospect, they realized that it was

for their own benefit.

The following is another example:

When Yosef was born, Rachel
prayed for another child. She said,
"Yosef Hashem li ben acheir—
Hashem should grant me another
child" (30:24). Yosef was the
eleventh son of Yaakov Avinu, and
Rachel Imeinu prayed to bear
another child, to be the mother of
the twelfth tribe. Yaakov Avinu also
prayed. But their prayers weren’t
answered until several years later.
The Midrash says Binyamin was

only born eight years later.

During these eight years, Yaakov
and Rachel may have asked and
wondered, Why can’t Rachel have
another child? Why isn't Hashem
answering our tefillos? But once
again, when we look back, we see
that it was for their benefit. Chazal
tell us that the Beis HaMikdosh was
built in Binyamin’s portion of Eretz
Yisrael because he was the only
child of Yaakov Avinu who didn’t

bow down to Esav.

When Yaakov and his children met
Eisav, they all bowed down to him,
as it states, “[Yaakov] bowed down
to the ground seven times…[Bilah
and Zilpah] came with their children
and bowed down… Leah also came
with her children, and they bowed

When we know what is really happening, we can be joyous all the time, because
all situations of life are for our own benefit.
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down. And then, Yosef and Rachel
came near and bowed down”
(Bereishis 33). Everyone bowed to
Esav, except for Binyamin, because
he wasn’t born yet. The Midrash
tells us that this is the reason the
Beis HaMikdash is built in
Binyamin's portion of Eretz Yisrael.

Rachel needed to wait eight years
before her tefillos were answered to
enable Binyamin to host the Beis

HaMikdosh in his portion.

Likewise, people endure great
challenges and they feel at times as
though they are climbing a straight
wall to hold onto their faith. But
actually, when the entire picture is
seen, the actual questions hold the
answers. It is difficult to know this
at the time of the test, because we
only see part of the picture. But
when we follow in Avraham
Avinu’s ways, to pass all tests and
to firmly hold on to ouremunah, we
will grow from each test and become
even stronger in our faith. And, we
will be beloved to Hashem as
Avraham was precious to Hashem in

his time.

TheTheTheThe Modern-EraModern-EraModern-EraModern-Era ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge

Chazal say "Since the Beis
HaMikdash was destroyed, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's only place in this world
is within the four amos (cubits) of
halachah" (Brachos 8).
The simple interpretation of this

Gemara is that Hashemkeviyachol
doesn’t have any place to reside in
This World, other than in thebatei
midrashimwhere halachah is studied.

The Sifsei Tzaddik gives another
explanation. He writes, "I received
[an interpretation] from my holy
teachers that the Gemara is referring
to someone and guards his eyes
when he walks outdoors." Hashem's
place in this world is by the G-d
fearing person who is careful to
guard his eyes. He doesn’t look out
of the four cubits around him, so as
not to see forbidden sights. This is
the "four cubits of halachah" where

Hashem desires to reside.

From the Lubavitcher Rebbes zt"l,
we received the following statement:
"No nivdal (angel) and no neshamah
in Gan Eden can reach the holiness
of the Yid who guards his eyes

when he walks outdoors."

As we know, in our generation one
must guard his eyes indoors too,
because technology has brought the
tests of the nethermost streets into
the homes. Those who pass this test
are extremely holy and they've
created the four amos place for

Hashem to reside in This World.

The following story happened just
last year, during Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah, in Lakewood. A woman
was in front of her home, speaking
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on her cell phone with her
sister-in-law who lived only two
houses away. Suddenly, she stopped
speaking, and her sister-in-law heard
a bang, like someone falling to the
ground. Frightened, she quickly ran
outside to see what happened and
found her sister-in-law sprawled on
the sidewalk. She quickly called
Hatzalah. They saw that her heart
stopped beating, but they arrived in
time to save her life. Now she is
fine. The doctors still don’t know

why it occurred.

One of the members of the family
told me this story, and added that her
life was saved because of akabbalah
(resolution) that she and her husband

made, only a few days before.

They didn’t keep their computer in
their home – to protect their children
against the spiritual hazards that a
computer presents. Every day, her
husband would bring the computer
home, for his wife to work on.
When she finished her job, he would

return it to its storage place, outside
the home. They decided that during
Aseres Yemei Teshuvah they
wouldn’t bring the computer home,
at all. Her job could wait a few days.
Although the computer had a filter,
they took on thiskabbalah, to make
their home even more sacred, before

Yom Kippur.

When the computer was in the
house, the wife hardly ever spoke to
her sister-in-law by phone. Most
conversations were passed through
emails. But this week, she didn’t
have a computer, so they were
speaking by phone. This saved her
life, because her sister-in-law heard
the moment she collapsed, and she
was able to call the ambulance in

time, to save her life.9999

AndAndAndAnd WhenWhenWhenWhen OneOneOneOne Fails…Fails…Fails…Fails…

Chazal say, "aveirah goreres aveirah
— one sin leads to the next." This
is often due to despair. As long as
people succeed inavodas Hashem,

9. In parashas Noach, it states, "Sheim and Yefes took the clothing… they walked
backwards, and they covered… their father" (9:23). The Alshich HaKadosh

asks why did they need to walk backwards? They could have simply closed their
eyes. He answers, that they didn’t want that their faces to be revealed to something
impure. They didn’t want to contaminate their tzelem Elokim.
In this week's parashah, it states, "vayimtza'ah malach Hashem al ein hamayim…
al ha'ayin… — the angel of Hashem found [Hagar] by the water spring…" (16:7)
the Divrei Shmuel writes, "Hagar's roots were in the contaminated Mitzrayim, but
she guarded her eyes (as it says, al ha'ayin). Therefore, she merited marrying the
holy Avraham, and three angels came to her."
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they are proud of themselves, and
they face their life's challenges with
courage and vigor. But when they
fail, and flunk a test – especially if
they fail time and again — they
despair and think that they will
never succeed inavodas Hashem.
Now, they are liable of falling very

steeply,chas veshalom.

Reb Gad'l Eizner zt"l would say, "I
am not afraid of anaveirah. I am
afraid of theaveirah goreres aveirah
(one sin leading to the next sin)."
The main problem isn't the first sin.
The main problem is that after that
first sin, a person feels like a sinner,
and then he may fall even more,

chas veshalom. 10101010

After Adam HaRishon and Chava
ate from the eitz hadaas(Tree of
Knowledge) thepassuktells us that
they took leaves from a fig tree, and
they made belts for themselves. As
it is written, "vayasu lahem

chaguros — they made belts for
themselves" (Bereishis 3:7). The
Divrei Shmuel (Slonim) zy"a
explains that they realized that they
were liable of falling even further,
therefore, they girded themselves,
and made certain that this sin
shouldn’t lead them to more sins.

The Shulchan Aruch begins,
"hisgaber ke'ari laamod baboker
laavodas boro— one should make
himself strong like a lionto awaken
in the morning, to serve his Creator."

The next halachah discusses
awakening even earlier – by the first
or second ashmurah, (or by
midnight) "because prayers said at
these times for the churban and for

the galus are desirable."

The Shulchan Aruch doesn’t say in
this halachah that one should make
himself strong like a lion to awaken
early. This is surprising, because it

10. When Kayin's korban wasn't accepted, Hashem asked him, "lamah naflu
paneicha — why has your face fallen? Why do you look so sad?" Hashem was

telling him that if he feels broken and like a failure, it could lead to worse sins.
Indeed, it resulted with Kayin killing Hevel. This is what can happen, when one
feels down, because of his failures in avodas Hashem.
Hashem cursed the snake, "al gechoncha seileich ve'afar tocheil kol yemei
chayeicha — you will go [crawling on] your belly, and you will eat earth all the days
of your life."
To succeed in avodas Hashem, one must believe in himself and in his potential.
But if one will, allegorically, 'crawl on his belly' and consider himself to be a lowly
nobody, than he will remain that way. As the passuk concludes, "You will eat earth
all the days of your life."
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is discussing arising at an even
earlier hour.

The answer is, when one awakens
very early, he feels good about
himself and this gives him stamina
and encouragement to get out of bed
and to serve Hashem. But when one
misses the earliest times for waking
up, and it is already getting late, he
feels depressed. Now all he wants to
do is to turn over and wallow in
self-pity. At times like this, he must
strengthen himself like a lion to

awaken in the morning.11111111

TosfosTosfosTosfosTosfos ShabbosShabbosShabbosShabbos

The Mishnah Berurah writes, "It is a
mitzvah from the Torah to add on to
the Shabbos at its beginning and at
its end" (261:19). In halachah this is

called, tosefesShabbos.

Shabbos begins by night. Before
nighttime, it is just a regular Friday.

But we have a mitzvah to make part
of this Friday into Shabbos, as
though Shabbos has already come.
The same is done when Shabbos
leaves. We should make part of

motzeiShabbos, Shabbos.

It is also very praiseworthy when
one isready for Shabbos early. This
isn't tosefes Shabbos because he
didn’t actually accept Shabbos yet
(and therefore, he is halachically
still permitted to work). But it is a
virtue when some time before
Shabbos arrives that the house is
ready, the table is set, and there is
time for Tehilim and learning Torah,
and preparing spiritually for

Shabbos's arrival.12121212

Tosefes Shabbos is conducive for
many brachos. Also, simply being
ready for Shabbos early is conducive

for endless blessings.

11. Since the mitzvah of Shabbos lecht (candles) is the husband's as well,
therefore, it is customary that the husband prepare the candles. The poskim

recommend that he light the candles and then blow out the flame. This prepares
the wicks for his wife, because it is easier to light a singed wick, than a new one.
We can also add that the woman, lighting a candle which was extinguished implies
that even when the fire goes out, we should try to ignite it again. The fact that we
failed earlier shouldn’t prevent us from trying to do well, again.
12. The Gemara says, "When someone dies on Friday, it is a good omen." Why

does the Gemara tell us this? This isn't something a person can plan. A person
cannot plan to die on Friday. The Gemara is saying that it is a good omen when
one can act like he is dead on Fridays. He imagines that he doesn’t have anything
to do, other than to prepare himself to receive the Shabbos with joy (Baal Shem
Tov al HaTorah 79).
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In parashasKi Sisa (Shmos 31:16)
it states, "veshamru Bnei Yisrael es
haShabbos laasos es haShabbos—
Bnei Yisrael kept the Shabbos, to
make the Shabbos." How do Bnei
Yisrael make the Shabbos? Doesn't
Shabbos arrive on its own, without
us doing anything? The Or HaChaim
answers, "This is referring totosefes
Shabbos. One shouldn’t refrain from
work the exact moment that Shabbos
arrives. [He should refrain from
work prior to its arrival. He should

makethe weekday Shabbos.]"

One of the wonders of tosefes
Shabbos is that it is advantageous
for all forms of salvations. People
seek segulos for better parnassah,
for health, and for success. It is
worthwhile knowing that tosefes
Shabbos is conducive for all of

these matters.

The Gemara says, "If Klal Yisrael
will keep two Shabbosim, they will
immediately be redeemed." The two
Shabbosim, the Yeitev Leiv teaches,
is the Shabbos itself, with the added
portion of Shabbos that we create.
(As the Or HaChaim teaches,laasos
es haShabbosmeans that we create
the Tosfos Shabbos.) In the merit of
keeping both aspects of Shabbos, we

will be redeemed.

Redemption means the geulah
shleimah(the coming of Moshiach)
and it is also to be redeemed from
all forms of difficulties and
struggles.13131313

The Rebbe of Lechovitz zy"a told
his chassidim that if they would be
careful with tosefesShabbos, they
wouldn’t need to work so hard for

their parnassah. 14141414

13. It states in this week's parshah that Hashem said to Avram, "Your children will
be strangers in a foreign land. They will be enslaved and afflicted for 400 years"

(15:13). However, they were only in Mitzrayim 210 years. 190 years were deducted.
There is a Chazal (quoted by the Yeitav Leiv) which says that they were redeemed
earlier than the designated time in the merit of tosefes Shabbos. Hashem saw that
the Jewish nation was keeping Shabbos, beyond its exact times, so Hashem said,
"I see that you are not being particular about the time, therefore I will also be
flexible with time. I will also not pay attention to the exact amount of time that I
originally stipulated." In this manner, the 400 years was lessened to 210.
14. He taught that this is alluded to in the words, "mei'asher shmeinah lachmo

vehu yitein maadanei melech" (Bereishis 49:20). The letters after ,אשר  are .שבת 
So, Asher represents before Shabbos and it is implying to tosefes Shabbos. The
passuk therefore says, "Mei'Asher — from Tosfos Shabbos, shmeinah lachmo –
one earns parnassah. Vehu yitein — from Shabbos itself, one will earn maadanei
melech — [spiritual] pleasures of the King."
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This is also alluded to in the words
of Chazal, "asei Shabatcha chol
ve'al tiztarech labriyos." These
words can be translated to mean,
"Make Shabbos during the weekday
(tosefesShabbos) and you will not
need to ask people forparnassah

and financial aid."

In addition to parnassah, from
tosefesShabbos one also gains life.
The Pri Megadim (246) writes,
"Someone who adds on from the
chol (weekday) to the kodesh
(Shabbos) Hashem will add [on
days] to his life."
The Ridvaz zt"l, the rav of Slotzk,
became very ill, and he saw in his
dreams that thebeis din shel maalah
(the heavenly tribune) was

summoning him to heaven.

The Ridvaz shouted, "But I am in
the middle of writing a commentary
on the Yerushalmi."
"Come up to heaven anyway!"
heaven replied. "Someone else will

finish the commentary."

"But who will take care of all the poor
orphans and widows that I care for?"
"Two yungerleit will take your place;
they will support them."
"But I am prepared for Shabbos
early… Thursday night, the table is
already set… and my wife and I are
mekabel Shabbos early Friday

afternoon…"

This claim saved him and when he
awoke, he was already feeling better.
He finished his commentary on the
Yerushalmi in Slotsk, and then he
came to Tzfas, where he was rav for
many years as well, until he was
niftar at an elderly age.
Reb Simchah Kaplan zt"l related that
when he was learning in Mir,
Poland, his room and board (which
was then called,essen teg) was by a
couple, who had one son. One
Friday morning, the man of the
home needed to go out to the
marketplace. His wife said, "It is
erev Shabbos. Make sure to come

back quickly."

Reb Simchah also left the home and
went to yeshiva to study. He
returned around noontime and he
noticed that the woman of the
household very anxious. "It is
getting late," she said, "and my
husband isn’t back yet."
Reb Simcha told her, "Do you know
what time it is? It is only slightly
after noon. There is plenty of time
until Shabbos."
She said, "Since you asked, I'll tell
you, and then you will understand.
We only have one child. We waited
several years until he was born. But
he wasn’t developing regularly so
we brought him to a doctor in
Krakow, where we lived. The doctor
told us that our son has heart failure.
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He advised us to go to the greatest
doctor of our times, in Vilna.

"After checking the child, this
famous doctor in Vilna confirmed
that our child has severe heart
problems. 'I can give you
medications, but you child only has
three months to live, so what's it
worth?' When I heard this prognosis,
I broke down and cried. Our only
child, born after years of waiting,

had only three months to live.

"We returned to our achsanya
(lodging place) in Vilna to pack our
bags and to return to our home in
Krakow, but our host said, 'Since
you've anyway came all the way to
Vilna, why not plan your trip back
via Radin, so you can get a brachah
and counsel from the Chofetz Chaim.'

"The Chofetz Chaim was already
frail and old, and he wasn't
accepting visitors. Fortunately, we
met the Chofetz Chaim's grandson in
Radin (or more accurately, the
Chofetz Chaim's granddaughter's
husband). This young man used to
be our guest, so he went out of his
way to help us.
"He brought us in to the Chofetz
Chaim. The Chofetz Chaim was
lying in bed, studying Navi Ezra. I
told the Chofetz Chaim what the
doctor said. The Chofetz Chaim
answered, 'So what can I do?' At

that moment, I cried once more.

"The grandson spoke up for us,
'Zeide!' he said, 'do you understand?
This is her only child, born after
years of waiting, and now the doctor
says that he will not live.'
"The Chofetz Chaim said that we
should accept upon ourselvestosefes
Shabbos and we immediately
accepted on ourselves to do so.
When we returned to Krakow, we
saw that our child was already
better. A week later, we went to the
doctor, and he was shocked by the
change. He figured that the doctor in
Vilna performed a miracle, but we
told him that the Vilna doctor simply

gave up hope.

'It is the merit of Shabbos which
saved our son' I told him.

"The Krakow doctor said that he
wants us to return to Vilna, to show
the doctor what happened. He paid
our tickets, and we returned to
Vilna. When we came to the doctor
in Vilna, the doctor was stunned. At
first he thought it was a different
child, but I told him, 'I wish I had
another child. This is my only son.'

"The doctor said, 'We can heal
hearts that have an ailment, but your
son's heart was totally ruined. What

happened is simply miraculous.'"

What is special about tosefes
Shabbos? Why is it conducive for so

many blessings?
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The Yeitev Leiv explains, we have a
principle, "schar mitzvah behay alma
leika — we are not rewarded in this
world for the mitzvos we do." The
reward is reserved for Olam HaBa.
However, when one adds a mitzvah
on his own, he is rewarded in this
world. TosefesShabbos means that
he is adding on to the Shabbos – it is
man's own addition – and therefore,
it can be rewarded in this world. This
is the reason tosefes Shabbos is
conducive for so many blessings,

such asparnassah, health, etc.

The Tola'as Yaakov explains the
specialness oftosefes Shabbos in
kabalistic terms. He teaches that
when one makestosefesShabbos, he
is transforming the mundane into
holiness (because he is making a
regular Friday into Shabbos). In
reward ofbroadeningthe boundaries
of kedushah, Hashembroadens
things for him, and saves him from
financial crises, and all other forms

of, distress.

When people would come to the
Imrei Emes zt"l stating their
problems, he would often advise
them to be careful with tosefes
Shabbos. He explained the
specialness oftosefesShabbos in the
following way:
There is an opinion that the Tree of
Knowledge was a grapevine.
According to this explanation, the Or

HaChaim tells us that Adam
HaRishon was supposed to use the
grapes of the Tree of Knowledge to
make Kiddush on Friday night. His
sin was that he drank the wine too
early. He drank the wine on Friday
afternoon. Because of this sin, death

and sorrow came to the world.

By receiving Shabbos early, we are
stating that the hour when Adam
drank the wine, was already Shabbos.

In this way, we rectify the sin.

This sin brought death and strife in
the world. By rectifying this sin, we
can thereby save ourselves from

death and from all sorts of strife.

ChessedChessedChessedChessed

It is written in this week's parashah,
"Hashem said to Avram, after Lot
left him, raise your eyes and look,
from the place where you are there,
to the north, to the south, to the east
and to the west, because I will give
you, and to your descendants, all this

land that you see" (13:14-15).

On the words, "urei min hamakom
asher ata sham— look from the place
where you are there" the Or HaChaim
writes, "A great miracle (neis atzum)
happened to [Avram]! He was able to
see the north, the south, the west and
the east from one place, without

needing to turn around."

What was the purpose of this miracle?
Is it so difficult to turn around?
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The Midrash tells us that Avraham's
tent had four entrances, so travelers
coming from any direction, could
immediately enter his tent. They
didn’t need to go around, to get to

the doorway.

It wouldn’t be so difficult to go
around Avraham's tent, but Avraham
wanted to save his guests this extra
exertion. He cared so much for
people; he wanted to save them from
the smallest discomfort. Hashem
therefore acted with Avraham in the
same manner, and he enabled him to
see the entire land, without needing

to turn around.

Avraham and Sarah, as we know,
excelled in chessed. They also

certainly avoided all conflicts and
disputes.

As it states, "vayehi riv bein ro'ei
miknei Avram uvein ro'ei miknei Lot
— there was a dispute between the
shepherds of Avram's flock and the

shepherds of Lot's flock" (13:7).

"Vayomer Avram el Lot al na sehi
merivah beini uveinecha… —
Avram said to Lot, 'Let there not be

a dispute between us…" (13:8).

Avram immediately sought to
dissolve the machlokes, because
Avram and Sarah's way was always
to do loving- kindness and goodness
with others – the polar opposite of

dispute and dissention.15151515

15. The Torah tells us that there was a ריב between the shepherds, so Avram told
Lot, "Let there not be a ".מריבה What is the difference between ריב and ?מריבה

One obvious difference is the letters. מריבה has an extra .מ -ה
Another difference is the tense. ריב is grammatically masculine, while מריבה 

is feminine.
Feminine implies something that proliferates. The Shlah HaKadosh explains that
Avram told Lot, "There is already a ,ריב  let us be careful that this dispute doesn’t
develop and increase. Let's be cautious that it shouldn’t become worse, and
become a .מריבה
Based on this Shlah, we can explain the Chazal which says, חסרת  מה  קנית .דעת The
meaning of these words is, "If you have knowledge, you have everything." These
words can also hint to the following: "If you are wise, you will make certain that
,מה the letters mem heh, ,חסרת  should be missing from מריבה that the machlokes
shouldn’t increase and get out of hand.
Along the same vein, Chazal tell us that the world stands on the merit of the people
who are boleim piv (close their mouths, and do not answer back) when there is a
machlokes, as it states, בלימה על ארץ ,תולה "Hashem hangs the world on the merit
of blimah (someone who closes his mouth [boleim piv] by a machlokes)."
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Only once, did Avraham and Sarah
not act in accordance to their high
standards of kindness. (The Torah
tells us of this one episode so we
can learn from it. It isn't that we
fathom the ways of these two

spiritual giants.)

The Torah relates that when Hagar
became pregnant, she shunned and
looked down at her mistress, Sarah.
Rashi writes, "[Hagar] said, 'Sarah
isn't inside as she is outside. She
shows herself as though she is a
tzadekes, but she isn't atzadekes.
She wasn’t able to become with
child all these years, and I became

with child…" (16:4).

Sarah was very hurt from this
belittling, and she complained to
Avraham. Avraham told her,
"Behold your maidservant [Hagar] is
in your hands. You can act with her
as you desire. [Sarah] afflicted her,

and she ran away from her."

The Ramban writes, "Our matriarch
sinned with this affliction. Also
Avraham [sinned] because he
permitted her to do so." What was the
retribution?
The passuksays, "An angel found

[Hagar]… and said to her, 'Return to
your mistress… I will greatly increase
your offspring. It will be impossible
to count them; there will be so
many… You will become pregnant
and have a child. You shall call his
name Yishmael… He will be apera

adam(donkey/man)…" (16:6-11).

The Ramban explains, "Hashem
heard her affliction, and gave
[Hagar] a son, apera adam, to afflict
Avraham's and Sarah's offspring

with all forms of affliction."

This prophecy is taking place,
exactly as predicted. The Arabs are
increasing immensely, and they
afflict the Jewish people "with all
forms of affliction." Many people
are wondering,what can we do to

stop this outrage?

Perhaps knowing how it all began,
we lend us the solution. The
problem originated when Sarah
afflicted Hagar. A solution,
therefore, is to increase deeds of
kindness and to be careful never to
cause harm to others. In this merit,
may Hashem protect us and redeem
us from this galus, speedily in our

days, amen.

When one doesn’t answer back, he is preventing the dispute from growing. בלימה

spells מה .בלי For this merit the world exists.
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