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  Sale! Sale!! Sale!!! – !!!מבצע! מבצע!! מבצע 
The exact same dress that I bought for my little girl two months ago 
was now half price… 
I rushed to the store to buy it for my other daughter for an upcoming 
family Simcha so they would be twins… 
A hysterical commotion was going on in the store as mothers were 
going through the clothes trying to get a bargain for their daughters. I 
finally managed to get a salesperson to help me and she told me that 
everything was already grabbed and there were no dresses left of the 
style I was looking for. I asked if she could check another store to see if 
there were any left and I would go to the other store. However, in light 
of the commotion going on it was impossible for her to do this and 
anyway she was sure that there were none left of this style in any 
store. I asked her for the locations of the other stores and I sat down to 
call them myself. The last store that I called was answered by an 
inexperienced salesperson who did not know what I was talking about. 
She gave the phone to someone else who said that there was one dress 
left in a size 8 and I was overjoyed as this was the exact size that I 
needed for my daughter!!! 
I begged her to hold the dress for me until I could get to that city to get 
the dress. She asked my name and when she heard it she offered to 
bring the dress to my house that night. It turned out that her sister 
lived one floor below me and she was supposed to go to her sister that 
night. In short, my excitement knew no bounds until all the sellers and 
buyers in both stores heard about the hashgacha and Hand of Hashem 
even in the dress of a little girl going to a family Simcha.               .א.ל     

A Mistake?! – !?טעות 
The technician came to fix the appliance in the evening, he knew 
exactly what the problem was and he brought a replacement strap, 
however, when he opened the appliance he saw that the strap was not 
at all equivalent to the one that tore in the appliance. He smiled and he 
said, ‘Do you see this?! See how nice!!! I brought the wrong strap!!!’  
I didn’t understand so I said: ‘Why are you smiling and what is so nice 
about the wrong strap? I need the appliance to work!!!’ He just about 
began to dance and he said: ‘See how Hashem loves you!!!’ I thought 
he had gone crazy from the heat, but then he wanted to stop, he ran to 
the car, came back, and said, ‘You have to hear this!!!’ He said that he 
was coming from the shop after repairing a number of appliances. He 
had the wrong strap for one of them and this caused much aggravation. 
He came to me thinking that he had the correct strap for my appliance 
and now he knew that the strap he brought to the shop was the one I 
needed for my appliance!!! 
He immediately repaired the appliance but not before making me 
dance with him giving thanks to Hashem for His wonders!!!       .כ.ה  

 

The Best of Doctors – טוב שברופאים 
The Maggid HaKadosh of Mezritch had a student by the name of Dr. 
Aharon Gordon. At that time, his excellent reputation preceded him 
as he was the greatest expert in all fields of medicine. 
This student had thrown off the yoke of Torah and Mitzvos, however, 
most of his time was spent by the holy Maggid – who was known to 
have suffered his whole life in sickness and in pain -  so that he could 
examine him and treat his illness. The Maggid then approached him 
and said to him, ‘You heal my body and I will heal your soul.’ From 
then on, he became a guest in the house of the Maggid who brought 
him back with Teshuva [Repentance], and in time, he became 
engraved in memory amongst the other students of the holy Maggid. 
As stated, Dr. Gordon was the ‘best of doctors’ and he had difficulty 
understanding the intent of our Chachamim z”l when they said that 
‘the best of doctors go to Gehinnom’ and he asked his Rebbe, the 
Maggid, to explain their intent to him. The Maggid responded, ‘Every 
doctor who is presented with a case that he is unsure how to treat 
will ask advice from a doctor more experienced than he is. This is not 
so with the best doctor, as there is no one above him to ask for 
guidance and he is ashamed to ask advice from doctors less 
experienced than him, therefore, he arrives at conclusions based on 
his own knowledge and he sometimes comes to literally life- 
threatening situations. However, had he foregone his arrogance and 
asked advice from others, things might have been different. 
Therefore, his place is in Gehinnom.’ 
However, when the doctor lest the Rebbe’s room, his students who 
had overheard the conversation, wanted to know how this applied to 
them. ‘Rebbe, what you said applies to him, what is the explanation 
for us?’ 
The Rebbe explained to them as well, just as bodily ailments require 
various medications to cure them, the same applies to ailments of 
the soul. Every sin causes an ailment of the soul, and requires a 
specific treatment to heal it. There are some ailments that are 
treated with fasting and there are some that require other types of 
tribulations rachmana litzlan. All these cures serve their purpose but 
have an effect on the body which makes a person weak. There is one 
cure that heals the soul but there is no visible side effect on the 
body, that is ‘shame and disgrace’.  Humiliation that is a result of 
shame is very helpful to a person’s soul, yet the body remains 
healthy and intact. 
The Rebbe concluded and said: ‘Just as the cure is the best of cures, 
so too the one who endows is the best of doctors.’ 
We can also see the power of shame in our parsha. When the angel 
reveals itself to Balaam with its sword extended in its hand, the angel 
said to him (22:33) 'כי עתה גם אתכה הרגתי ואותה החייתי' – ‘I would 
now even have killed you and let her live’. This vision was not 
revealed to Balaam for nothing, he was liable to death by Heaven. 
However, at the end the decree was sweetened and the donkey was 
killed instead of him. 
Who caused all this? It is said, that it was the shame that he suffered 
from the rebuke of his donkey. 
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האחדות והשלום –כלי מחזיק ברכה   
A vessel to hold blessing – Unity and Peace 

 
ויאמר בלעם לבלק התיצב על עלתך ואלכה אולי יקרה ה' לקראתי 

)כג:ג(ודבר מה יראני והגדתי לך וילך שפי:   

Balaam said to Balak, “Stand by your burnt-offering and I shall 
go, perhaps Hashem will happen upon me and show me 
something that I can tell you.” He went alone. (23:3) 
Rashi explains: He went alone – As Targum Onkelos renders it, 
“Alone”. The word "שפי" is an expression of ‘stillness’ and quiet, 
for there is nothing but silence with him. 
We are very close to the yoma d’hilula [yahrzeit] of Maran the 
Ohr HaChaim zy”a (which falls on Sunday 15 Tammuz) therefore, I 
will mention a few of his holy statements to teach a way of life 
from his words. 
The Ohr HaChaim on our parsha (22:22) quotes the Zohar 
HaKadosh stating the same intent of the words 'וילך שפי' (Cheilek 
1 169b): ‘For the way the powers of impurity positioned on him 
that he be alone.’ That wicked man saw fit to be alone to extend 
on himself the powers of impurity and in this way, extend his 
curses on the heads of the Holy Nation. His words also shed light 
on the explanation of Rashi and the Targum, as they too, 
explained the intent of the posuk that the wicked Balaam 
traveled alone, however, they did not explain his evil intent, and 
the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh does explain it. This was to keep the 
spirit of impurity on him so that he could carry out his evil 
scheme rachmana litzlan.  
Wasn’t that wicked man the chariot for encrustation, therefore, 
to receive the abundance from the source of his nourishment, he 
was obliged to attach to it, and since the Other Side is a world of 
separation, therefore, he saw fit to isolate himself and adhere to 
its traits and in this way, extend its influence on himself. 
However, this is not so with the Holy Side, for Israel whose 
nourishment derives from Holiness are commanded regarding 
unity, and from the time they were formed as a nation and they 
accepted upon themselves the Torah, they became guarantors 
for one another. The Torah is the source of their existence, and 
the holy influence extends from it from the power of unity, which 
is hinted at with the 22 letters of the alphabet which is the 
numerical equivalent of the word 'יחד' – ‘unity’.  
Perhaps this is the intent of the statement of HaRav HaKadosh 
the Rebbe R’ Zusha of Annapoli zy”a, who explains the intent of 
the statement of our Chachamim z”l (Avos 3:2): ‘If two sit 
together and there are no words of Torah between them’ in this 
way: ‘If two sit together’ together in one group, ‘and there is not 
between them’ – that is, there is no difference in their hearts 
between them, rather, they are completely unified, this then is 
‘words of Torah’. This means that the unity in effect is the pipe 
that continues the flow of abundance that originates from 
holiness, and we find that there is no break in the flow. 
The truth of the matter is that unity and its opposite is not just a 
key or a lock that extends abundance, it is also a safekeeping or a 
source of ruin for that abundance. We must understand the 
powers of the Other Side have no abundance of its own, and all 
that it has stems from the Holy Side, and this because of the 
separation caused by the many sins found among the Children of 
Israel. Were it not for the separation it would not have the power 
to draw from the external influences. As our Chachamim z”l have 
stated (Uktzin 3:12) ‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu found no vessel to hold 
blessing for Israel other than peace’ for once Israel was the 
purpose of creation, therefore, it was appropriate that the 
abundance should come down for them.  
 

However, they must prepare a vessel to receive the abundance that is 
coming down for them, and this is peace and unity. The power of evil 
is only because of the holes in that vessel, and it is the separation of 
hearts found among Israel rachmana litzlan.   
Therefore, it is incumbent on anyone called a Jew to be cautious and 
meticulous regarding any type of separation from others and stay 
away from anything that has even a scent of controversy, because 
this causes a foreign interference into our joy, is it not the Other Side 
that waits for a time like this, so that the keys of abundance would be 
in its hand rachmana litzlan. 
The very unity [achdus], aside from its ability to bring abundance in 
general, is also beneficial to the very nature of the Jewish person. We 
have already seen this when the Children of Israel were under the 
subjugation of Pharaoh, when HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted to 
intensify the difficulty of the slavery in order to hasten the salvation 
of Israel, It was decreed through Pharaoh that Israel would no longer 
be supplied with straw as the posuk states (Shemos 5:7)  לא תאספון'

 .’You shall not continue to give straw to the people‘ – לתת תבן לעם'
This decree was not only an increase in physical affliction, it was also 
an affliction on the soul. This is hinted at by the very wording of the 
posuk. In general, grammatically the posuk should have been worded 
 instead of 'א' an ,'תאספון' so what was the intent of using ,'לא תוסיפון'
a 'ו'? HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Dovid of Leluv zy”a explains that 
Pharaoh’s plan was to keep Israel busy and they would not have time 
to gather together, for he knew that the very assembling together 
gave their souls encouragement to strengthen their Judaism, this is 
why it states 'לא תאספון' meaning they should not gather together. 
This is what that wicked man intended with his decree, thinking that 
this would break the formation of Israel completely rachmana litzlan. 
There are many stories that are mentioned in the generations of 
Chasidus [acts of kindness], how the power of unity saved and 
protected the people from being burned from the searing poison, and 
how the help of friends saved people from bad things. Because of 
space limitations we can only present one story of thousands as an 
example. This happened to one of the followers of HaRav HaKadosh 
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechvitch zy”a. This student was very elevated 
and when his wife gave birth to a son, he traveled to his Rebbe for 
advice as to what name he should give the baby. On the way, a 
specific sin presented itself before him and even though he was on a 
very high level, his Inclination overwhelmed him rachmana litzlan. 
The thought of sin rattled through his brain like the gnat of Titus, and 
he did not feel that he had the strength to overpower his Inclination 
even at the cost of distancing himself from the courtyard of his holy 
Rebbe. Until he thought to himself, that if he does not reach his 
Rebbe, his actions will remove him from the group of Chasidim that 
were his friends for quite some time, and it was this thought alone 
that kept him from sinning to his G-d. He immediately headed to his 
Rav, HaRav HaKadosh of Lechvitch. When he came to his Rav – who 
saw through Ruach HaKodesh [Divine Inspiration] everything that had 
happened to his student – he turned to him and said: “There are 
times when a person will be confronted with a challenge that is too 
difficult to withstand and even the Tzaddik who he is connected to 
cannot help him escape this test. However, what the Tzaddik cannot 
do at this time, his friends and loved ones can…” 
I conclude with the saying of the Holy Maran of Israel from Rozhin 
zy”a on the posuk (Bereishis 49:1)  האספו ואגידה לכם את אשר יקרא'

 Assemble yourselves and I will tell you what‘ – אתכם באחרית הימים'
will befall you in the End of Days’. He explained it thus: ‘Assemble 
yourselves’ – gather together, ‘and I will tell you’ – by doing this you 
will merit being one group, ‘what will befall you’ – this will be for you 
a ‘valuable find’ ‘in the End of Days’.   
 


