
 

  )'כ, יט' זכ( ואתה תצוה ...וכל יתדות החצר נחשת

And all of the pegs of the courtyard were copper… and you shall command (21:6). 

The Zera Shimshon says that the end of last week’s Parsha connection to the 

beginning of this week’s Parsha contains an interesting hint. The word נחשת stands for ר 'נ

ראה'קלי� ת'דש ש'ח  – you will understand נר חדש שקלי� because of ואתה תצוה. 

The Zera Shimshon explains this, cryptic hint as follows. These three Mitzvos are 

the three Mitzvos that Moshe Rabbeinu had trouble understanding. נר refers to the 

Menora which Moshe Rabbeinu had trouble figuring out how to model. חדש was the new 

moon which Moshe Rabbeinu also had trouble understanding. שקלי�, the half a Shekel 

that Jewish people were to give for their counting, Moshe Rabbeinu had difficulty in 

understanding the concept of the half a Shekel as opposed to a whole.  

The Zera Shimshon asks - Moshe Rabbeinu was commanded with many, much 

harder commandments, so what was so difficult in these three seemingly simple Mitzvos 

that Moshe Rabbeinu could not understand them? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that when Hashem commanded Moshe Rabbeinu 

with the Mitzvah of the new month, the reason why Moshe Rabbeinu did not 

understand it was as follows. The way Hashem told the Mitzvah to Moshe Rabbeinu 

implied that the moon would renew itself. The cycle of the moon and specifically its 

becoming smaller, represents exile and hard times for the Jewish people (See Zohar Yisro 

85a and Yalkut Divrei HaYamim 1082). Since Moshe Rabbeinu thought that he was going 

to enter Eretz Yisroel and the Jews would not go into Galus again, the whole idea of the 

moon cycle did not make sense to him. 

Moshe Rabbeinu’s difficulty in understanding the making of the Menorah was 

because Shlomo HaMelech made 10 Menorahs in the Beis HaMikdash. The Shach 

explains that the reason Shlomo HaMelech did this was to weaken the power of the 70 

nations (each of the 10 Menorahs was of 7 branches). Moshe Rabbeinu could not 

understand why he was only commanded to make one Menorah of 7 branches and not 

10 Menorahs to weaken the 70 nations. The reason why Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to 

only make one Menorah of 7 branches was because at that point, the Jews only needed to 

weaken the power of the 7 nations in Eretz Yisroel. However, since Moshe Rabbeinu 

thought that he was going to enter Eretz Yisroel and end the power of the 70 nations 

over the Jewish people, he could not understand why Hashem had not commanded him 

to make 10 Menorah’s to weaken the 70 nations.  

With regards to Shekalim, Moshe Rabbeinu could not understand why Hashem 

had commanded him to use a half a Shekel as opposed to a whole one. The Shach says 

that the word שקל in ש"ת ב"א  has the numerical value of 26 – the full name of Hashem. The 

Gemara (Eruvin 18b) says that from the day the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, the 

world is only worthy of using the first two letters of Hashem’s name. However, since 

Moshe Rabbeinu thought that he would enter Eretz Yisroel and the Beis HaMikdash 

would never be destroyed, when Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to use a half a Shekel, it 

was a hint that Hashem’s name would not be full. This was something that Moshe 

Rabbeinu at this point could not understand. 

All this is hinted by the wording of lasts week’s Parsha entering into this week’s 

Parsha. Based on the Zera Shimshon’s hint - And all of the pegs of the courtyard were 

copper… and you shall command. The word נחשת, copper, stands for ראה'קלי� ת'דש ש'ר ח'נ  – you 

will understand נר חדש שקלי� because of ואתה תצוה. Since Moshe Rabbeinu would leave this 

world, as hinted by the fact that he doesn’t appear in this Parsha – that is why he 

couldn’t understand these three Mitzvos specifically, since he thought he would enter 

Eretz Yisroel and each of these Mitzvos had aspects that did not coincide with this 

understanding. 
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Tetzaveh 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 לזווג הגו� במהרה

 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל
 להצלחת

 נחו� צבי ב� רחל
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