
Parshas Reieh –  אנכי נותן לפניכם היום ברכה וקללה ראה 

Living with ברכה 

Why does the Torah emphasize the understanding of ברכה וקללה, as something to do היום? How 

much contemplation is needed, to see that one thing is ברכה, while the alternative is קללה? I heard 

from my brother, הי"ו, that Rav Eliyashev, zt”l, wrote that having a perfect memory of all life’s 

experiences, is not such an advantage. A person will always recall all his failures and 

disappointments. The pain and trauma of tragic loss and upheaval would never diminish. One 

might think it an advantage, though, that the blessings of good times and 'חסדי ה, would always 

be fresh. We would be ever appreciative and inspired, with our הכרת הטוב to the Eibishter always 

in the fore.  However, Rav Eliyashev pointed out, human nature being such as it is, a person’s 

enthusiasm and appreciation never lasts for long, especially in the face of sad and bitter 

recollections. With a perfect memory, a person would ultimately slip back into reflecting on and 

obsessing about all the bad things. 

How then, do we manage to balance the appreciation for good times and the bitterness of life’s 

disappointments? By focusing on היום – making the best of today. I hope to celebrate this day’s 

successes, while setting aside yesterday’s frustrations. What was, was. “Farfallen”, as we say in 

Yiddish. Let’s go on with היום, and face forward  

 ,ברכה are also subject to a person’s perspective. One may “have it all”, yet it’s no ,קללה andברכה 

if he is always fearful of loss and whatever else the future holds. Some people don’t have it so 

good, yet somehow they feel blessed with the small things in life. . And, maybe, the labeled קללה, 

might be a ברכה after all. Chazal teach us that wherever it says ויהי in the Torah, it only means 

trouble – וי היא, it’s an oy vey. If so, how do we explain ויהי אור? What could be bad about the 

creation of light? It means that one day we will see that every single וי, which appeared as 

“Tzarus”, is in reality אור, a source of light and ישועה. Eventually, we shall come to understand the 

 in everything that happens. This is the Eibishter’s promise, built right in at the very ברכה and טובה

beginning of creation. 

Rabbi Ashear in Living Emunah, writes of a Yid who wished to understand why his Rebbi regularly 

davens a substantially longer Shemonah Esreih. He himself davened longer than most, yet his 

Rebbi always finished later than him. His Rebbi explained that before he begins the Brocho of 

Modim, he always pauses to list in his mind all the good and kindness that he is blessed with. 

Pausing to reflect and appreciate the blessings, on a regular basis - היום, is a powerful way to 

deflect and avoid becoming overwhelmed from life’s disappointments and challenges.  

Before there was the entertainment and Geshmock of Lipa Schmeltzer, my family had Uncle Lipa. 

He was always the life of the party. Ours was a close-knit family. We were forever getting together 

and enjoying each other’s company. He loved kitzelling the kids with his whimsical limericks and 

sayings. The grownups weren’t spared from his antics either. His energy and spark, was easily 

discernable in his learning as well. How he loved a good Vort. He would repeat it and explain it, 

like some people enjoy recounting the play-by-play of some memorable baseball game. Uncle 

Lipa loved following baseball too. Yet, when he spoke of whom he idolized and venerated, he 

spoke of this Rov and that Rosh Yeshiva. He recounted the Shiurim he attended or gave, and 



was always proud of the opportunities he had to rub shoulders with distinguished Talmidei 

Chachomim. He was always interested to hear what we were learning. When any of us kids spent 

a Shabbos with Uncle Lipa, we would be treated to Seudos replete with learning and Divrei Torah.  

Uncle Lipa lived to 102, with the Brocha of R’ Shayaleh Keristirer, ztvk”l. He was born to a world 

in turmoil, moving through two world wars and the obliteration of the idyllic life of Hungarian 

Yiddishkeit. He was married before the war, but lost his wife and only child, a five year old son, in 

Auschwitz, along with his beloved parents and most of their children and grandchildren. He 

married again in DP camp, but lost his second wife and baby daughter to illness, shortly after. He 

had no children from his third marriage. After my aunt passed away, he remained a widower for 

the last, many years. Left alone in the world, he moved from Washington Heights to Boro Park, 

to be close to us, his only remaining family. There, he grew old and suffered from failing sight and 

hearing, yet he remained sharp as ever, always coming alive when he shared a Vort or asked 

about our learning.  

Was this a life of ברכה or קללה? Says the Torah, 'ברכה .את הברכה אשר תשמעו אל מצות ה is, to be a 

person who lives a life of 'תשמעו אל מצות ה. Uncle Lipa, despite the upheaval and sadness, was 

usually upbeat and positive. He was busy with a life of 'והקללה אם לא תשמעו אל  .תשמעו אל מצות ה

לא תשמעו  someone may have everything good in this world, yet if he chooses the path of – מצות ה'

 ?what is his life worth ,אל מצות ה'

Did Uncle Lipa have a life of hardship? No question. We should never know from it. Did he have 

a life of ברכה? Most assuredly. He and all the Survivors of that great generation, lived and continue 

to live with היום – today is my best opportunity to move forward. What was, was. “Farfallen”. They 

are the אשר תשמעו Yidden, who are eternally proud and grateful for the Nachas of new generations 

of שומרי תורה ומצוות, who will continue living with יהי זכרו ברוך .עד ביאת גואל ,ברכה. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Gebensht חודש, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Erev Shabbos Parshas Rieih-26 Menachem Av 

 Rav Yoel Teitelbaum of Sighet, the Satmar Rav (1888-1979). A descendent of the Yismach 

Moshe (Rav Moshe Teitelbaum of Ujhel), “Reb Yoilish” traced his 

ancestry to the Maharsha and the Rema. He received his early training 

from his father, Rav Yomtov Lipa Teitelbaum, Rav of Sighet and author 

of Kedushas Yomtov. He then became a chasid of Rav Yechezkel 

Shraga Halberstam in Shinava (the Divrei Yechezkel). At the age of 17, 

he was appointed Rav of Musza in Czechoslovakia. After appointments 

at Orshova and Kroli, he became Rav of Satmar from 1935 to 1944. He 

was one of 1684 Hungarian Jews saved from the Nazi killing machine 

as a result of the negotiations of Rav Michael Ber Weissmandl with Adolf 

Eichmann. In 1946, he arrived in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn 

and rebuilt to Satmer community. He authored V'yoel Moshe and Divrei Yoel. 

 

 

 



Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Rieih - 27 Menachem Av  

Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Ellul 

Tosher Rebbe, Harav Meshulem Feivish Lowy (1922-2015). The Tosher Rebbe was one of the 

eldest and most venerated Rebbes of the generation. The Rebbe was 

born in 5682/1922 in the village of Nirtosh, known as Tosh to the Jewish 

population. His father was Harav Mordechai Segal Lowy, the eldest son 

of Harav Elimelech of Tosh. At the age of 12, the Rebbe traveled to 

Kalov, to the yeshivah headed by his great uncle, the Rav of the city, 

Harav Menachem Braude, the Be’er Menachem. At that young age he 

was noted for his hasmadah and devotion to his learning and was 

recognized as an iluy. On 23 Kislev 5703/1943, his grandfather passed 

away, and his father, Rav Mordechai, was appointed Rebbe. 

In 1943, the Rebbe was drafted to the forced labor brigades in Hungary 

and sent to camps in Koschitza and Margita. The overseers treated him 

as if he were crazy, because of his piety, and that made it possible for him to maintain a religious 

lifestyle. In March 1944, Hungary was captured by the Germans. In April, the Jews of the region 

were assembled, among them the members of the Lowy family, into the Nirgehaze ghetto, and 

from there they were sent to Auschwitz. Most of the Rebbe’s extended family perished there, and 

his father, the Rebbe, was murdered on Rosh Chodesh Elul 5704/1944. After the Red Army 

entered Margita, the Rebbe was released from the labor camp. He then traveled to Arad, Mako, 

and finally to Kleinwardein. He was appointed by the survivors of Tosher Chassidus to serve as 

the Rebbe in Nirgehaze, where he stayed for two and a half years. He served there as a Dayan on 

the special beis din that helped agunos remarry after the war. At that point, fear of the communist 

regime led him to instruct his community to leave the country. 

After two years in Austria, in Adar 5711/1951 the Rebbe arrived in America. He first resided in 

Williamsburg, and later moved to Montreal, Canada, where his older brother, Reb Chaim Yosef, 

lived. As soon as he arrived in Montreal, the Rebbe decided to establish his community outside 

the city in order to avoid the influences of the outside world. In 5723/1963, the Rebbe established 

a chassidic neighborhood named Kiryas Tosh in the Boisbriand suburb, about 30 kilometers from 

Montreal. Over the years many Chassidim flocked to him, and there are also Tosher communities 

in Brooklyn, Monroe, London, Israel and Belgium. 

The Tosher Rebbe loved peace and harmony and would pursue it; he avoided discord like it was 

fire. He was known for his ahavas Yisrael and disbursed tremendous sums for tzedakah. He was 

admired by all, and people from across the spectrum streamed to his court. Thousands of 

Chassidim from the United States and Canada, from Eretz Yisrael and from Europe, visited him 

regularly, especially for Shabbosos and Yamim Tovim, to witness his holy visage and to receive 

a brachah from him. Among those who came were many Chassidim of other courts, as well as 

Litvishe Yidden, businessmen, Sephardim and Ashkenazim. 

The Rebbe’s avodas hakodesh was carried out with tremendous mesirus nefesh. Until his final 

days he made sure to complete the entire sefer Tehillim every day, no matter what. He spent 

most of his day davening, as each tefillah took many hours. Only after Maariv, did he allow himself 

to eat something — a meal that was breakfast, lunch and supper in one. His divrei Torah and 

stories were printed in the sefarim “Avodas Avodah.” 



 

Sunday, Parshas Shoftim - 28 Av 

Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, the Netziv, (1817-1893). He was born in Mir, the son-in-law of 

Rav Isaac, son of Rav Chaim of Volozhin (1749-1821) he married the 

granddaughter of Rav Chaim Volozhiner when he was 14 years old. In 1849 

the Netziv was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Volozin, a position he held for 

40 years. Volozhin was forcibly closed by the Russians in 1893. He wrote 

Haamek Davar, a commentary on the Chumash, Haamek She’elah on the 

She’eltos of Rav Achai Gaon, and Meshiv Davar, a collection of his 

responsa. Among his children were Rabbi Chaim Berlin and Rabbi Meir 

Bar-Ilan. 

 

Rav Avraham Chaim Ades (1848-1925), born in Halab (Aram Soba), Syria, among the most 

ancient Jewish communities in the world. According to tradition, Jews lived there even before the 

destruction of the first Beis Hamikdash. As a youngster, Rav Avraham studied under Rav 

Mordecahi Abadi and Rav Ezra Tawill Hakohen. At the age of 20, he married the daughter of Rav 

Moshe Swed, rav of Aram Soba. In 1896, Rav Avraham immigrated to Eretz Yisrael and settled 

in Yerushalayim. Soon after his arrival, he learned at Rechovot Hanahar, a kabbala yeshiva in 

the Bucharian neighborhood. Among his students were Rav Yosef Yedid Halevi, Rav Shlomo 

Raphael Laniado, Rav Ezra Chamawi, Rav Ezra Attia (later to become rosh yeshiva of Porat 

Yosef), and Rav Yaakov Katzin.  

 Rav Avraham Yaakov HaKohen Pam (1913-2001). Rav Pam’s father, Rav Meir, was a product 

of Soloboka and Radin. As a child, Rav Pam studied in Kovna. His family 

later moved to the United States, where his father was appointed to the 

faculty of Rabbenu Chaim Berlin yeshiva. At thirteen, he began to study in 

Torah V’Daas. He became very close with the rosh yeshiva, Rav Dovid 

Lebowitz, and R’ Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz. After his marriage, he taught 

at Torah V’Daas for 60 years. After the petirah of Rav Moshe Feinstein, he 

was appointed president of Chinuch Atzmai in the United States. He was 

also a member of the presidium of Torah Umesorah. Rav Pam later 

founded the Shuvu organization, for the chinuch of Russian children in 

Eretz Yisrael. 

Monday, Parshas Shoftim – 29 Menachem Av-Erev Rosh Chodesh Ellul 

August 21 Afternoon –Solar Eclipse: Visible in varying degrees in North and Central America. 



Rav Shmuel Salant, Rav of Yerushalayim (1816-1909). Born in Bialystok, Russia, his father 

passed away soon afterwards, and he was sent off to study in Salant, 

Lithuania, where it had already been arranged that he would eventually 

marry Toiba, the oldest daughter of Rav Yosef Zundel of Salant, from 

whom Rav Shmuel took his surname. Soon after his marriage, Rav Shmuel 

moved to Volozhin, where he was appointed magid shiur. He made aliyah 

in 1841. From 1848 to 1851, Rav Shmuel served the Yerushalayim 

community as a meshulach. In 1878, he was voted as the chief Ashkenazi 

rav of Yerushalayim to replace Rav Meir Auerbach who had just passed 

away.Rav Shmuel Salant managed to unify the many groups of 

Azhkenazim of Yerushalayim, and to lead them successfully for 50 years.  

 Rav Eliezer Zusia Portugal, the Skulener Rebbe (1897-1982), from a small town, Sculeni 

(Skulen), in what was then northeastern Romania (now Ukraine). Just 

18 years of age when his father died, he became Rav of the town, a 

position he held for 20 years. The then Sadigerer Rebbe persuaded 

the Rebbe to relocate to the large Jewish center of Chernovitz, home 

to a Jewish population numbering many thousands, to oversee Jewish 

education there. Toward the end of World War II, in March of 1945, he 

found himself, along with other holocaust survivors and displaced 

persons, in the Russian-governed town of Czernovitz, Bukovina. Rav 

Portugal was particularly known for his work on behalf of Holocaust 

orphans and for his spiritual resistance against Romania's communist 

government. In 1962, he launched the crowning glory of his life's work 

- the Torah network of Chesed L'Avraham in Eretz Yisrael, which 

eventually expanded to a number of Chesed homes and schools for 

hundreds of children from various tragic backgrounds, as well as a countrywide network of 

afternoon programs for children in public schools. Hundreds of thousands of children have gone 

through its ranks. 
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