
By Yosef Chesny 

 לזכר נשמת אשר אנשיל בן שמואל
To subscribe: email rJosilowski7@gmail.com 

For questions or comments please call 773-578-3620 

Parshas Nasso 

The Same But Different 

There was an old Rebbe who chose for himself a unique 

derech in 'עבודת ה. When his son inherited the throne, he 

chose a derech that was very different from his father’s. 

Somebody asked him, ‘why are you not following in your 

father’s footsteps?’ he replied, ‘I am. My father chose his 

own path and I did the same’.  

This may appear to merely be a cute story, but R’ Moshe 

Shapiro used to relate it with an important lesson in mind. 

Each one of us is unique. Our mesora is that we have to 

live in sync with the nature that Hashem bestowed upon 

us. If we don’t carve out our own path in עבודת השם, we are 

at risk of being mere monkeys; imitating great deeds 

without being deeply connected with them. It is for this 

reason Hashem programed us with the desire of expressing 

our individuality. 

What is surprising is; you can have ten people in a room 

doing the same action, and yet each one is exercising their 

unique qualities. This lesson can be gleaned from this 

week’s Parsha. The Torah relates the inauguration 

karbanos that were brought by each Nossi. All twelve of 

them brought exactly the same karbanos. Yet the Torah 

painstakingly reports the offerings of each Nossi 

individually. Why did it not suffice with saying that all the 

 ?קרבנות brought the same נשיאים

If you look in מדרש רבה במדבר Parshas Nasso is the longest. 

The bulk of Medrash on Parshas Nasso is spent on the 

Korbanos of the Nesiyim. The Medrash says that although 

they all brought the same karbanos, their intentions were 

very different. The Medrash expounds on the unique 

intention of each and every Nossi. 

Perhaps this is why the Posuk reports the karbanos of 

every Nossi separately; they may have looked uniform, but 

because the intentions differed, the cosmic effect of each 

one varied. For this reason the Torah writes each one 

separately; for indeed each one did bring a different 

Korban. 

I would like to share I beautiful vort from R’ Avraham 

Shmulevitz. When it came time to set up the Mishkan 

Hashem told Moshe that it was his job to erect the קרשים. 

Moshe responded that the קרשים are too heavy and it 

would not be humanly possible to lift them. Hashem 

replied, ‘put your hands on it and go through the motions 

and I will write that you erected them’. R’ Avraham 

probed, “In essence Moshe was not erecting them, what is 

the significance of the Torah writing that he did?” R’ 

Avraham, in his inimitable style answered, “The wood 

Moshe did not erect, but the Mishkan he did erect.” In 

other words; this action of constructing the Mishkan has 

much more significance than the physical structure. The 

Mishkan paralleled the Mishkan of the Upper-Realms. 

Although in its physical state Moshe did not actually lift 

up the wood with his own energy, because he went through 

the motion, he erected it in the Upper-Realms. Thus the 

Torah reports that Moshe erected the Mishkan.  

When we perform an action, it is not merely a physical act; 

it has cosmic effects in the Upper-Realms. The effect of 

the action defines it. You can have twelve people doing the 

same action, but each one’s intent is different thus the 

cosmic effect differs as well. As a result they are 

considered twelve unique actions. 

I would like to bring this down to earth with the following 

illustration. Let us imagine a Yeshiva that is having a fund-

raising event. There can be three people giving five 

thousand dollars each, yet they are all involved in different 

acts. One of them is a Baal Chessed; he is contributing 

because he wants to help. The second really doesn’t feel 

like giving but he decided to contribute as an act of self-

control. The third one is giving because of his appreciation 

of Torah.  

In שמים the three actions are considered three unique acts. 

One is a מעשה חסד, the other an act of self-discipline and 

the third an act of חשיבות התורה. Which one is right? They 

are all right as long as it is in sync with their nature. 

Even when we are doing the same thing as everyone else it 

is important to exercise our nature for only then can we 

fulfill our unique life’s mission. 


