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אלה הפקדים אשר פקד משה ואהרן ונשיאי “ 1:44

 ”ישראל שנים עשר איש, איש אחד לבית אבתיו היו

ויהיו כל פקודי בני ישראל לבית אבתם, מבן “ 1:45

 ”עשרים שנה ומעלה כל יצא צבא בישראל

ויהיו כל הפקדים שש מאות אלף ושלשת אלפים, וחמש מאות “ 1:46

 ”וחמישים

“These are the countings that Moshe, Aharon, and the leaders of 

Yisroel counted – twelve men, one man for his father’s household, 

were they.”   “These were all the countings of the B’nei Yisroel, 

according to their fathers’ household, from twenty years of age and 

up, everyone who goes out to the legion in Yisroel.”  “All their 

countings were six hundred thousand and three thousand, five 

hundred and fifty.”  Why does the Torah recount three Pesukim in a 

row, “ כל הפקדים, כל פקודי, אלה הפקדים ” – “These are the countings, 

all the countings, all their countings?”  We know that we are 

speaking of the counting of Klal Yisroel, so the Torah should not have 

needed to continue to write the words, that these are the countings.  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   – 1:1 “ אל משה במדבר סיני' וידבר ד ” – Because Klal 

Yisroel are precious to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, He counts them all the 

time.  When Klal Yisroel went out of Mitzrayim He counted them 

(Shemos 12:37) and when they died because of the Chet of the Eigel, 

He counted them to know the number of those who remained.  

When He came to rest His Presence upon them, and on the first day 

of Nisan, when the Mishkan was set up, He counted them.  He 

counted them again on the first day of Iyar.  

“ 1:1 - גור אריה  אל משה במדבר סיני' וידבר ד ” – Rashi says 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted Klal Yisroel on the first day of 

Iyar.  What was the significance of counting them on the first day of 

Iyar?  Bava Basra 8a – A newcomer to the city is not Halachically 

recognized as a permanent resident until thirty days have passed.  

This concept applies to the Shechina as well.  When thirty days had 

elapsed (from Rosh Chodesh Nisan until Rosh Chodesh Iyar), and the 

Shechina had established permanent residency, then He counted 

them. 

ן"רמב   The – ”ויהיו כל פקודי בני ישראל לבית אבתם“ 1:45 – 

Posuk found it necessary to relate the whole number after it related 

the specifics because Moshe and Aharon were commanded to know 

the sum of the count of the people, and to also know the sum of 

each and every Shevet; for such is the way of kings in their counting 

of the people.  What is the reasoning for this command?  There was 

a need to know how many people were in each Shevet for they 

encamped based on their divisions, but why was it necessary to 

know the sum?  Perhaps it was to inform Klal Yisroel of the kindness 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu bestowed upon them.  Klal Yisroel 

descended into Mitzrayim with only seventy people, and now they 

were numerous like the sand of the sea – and this counting only 

included men from twenty years of age.  With the women and 

children this number was much greater.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu also 

counts Klal Yisroel after every ravage and plague , to inform them 

that although at times He must crush them, He always reinstates 

them because of His great love for Klal Yisroel.  Another reason for 

the counting was so that each and every Yid in Klal Yisroel should 

come before the great prophets, Moshe and Aharon.  Through this 

counting, Moshe and Aharon will always have in mind each and 

every Yid, give them Brochos and be Mispalel for them – they will 

place an עין טובה, a good eye, upon them.  Another reason is that a 

census is consistent with the way of a kingdom preparing for war.  

Klal Yisroel were preparing to enter Eretz Yisroel.  Moshe and 

Aharon needed to know how many soldiers could go to war, and 

how many men they had above the age of twenty.  While they knew 

it was only through Hakodosh Boruch Hu that they would win the 

war, they still needed to make their Hishtadlus, and not rely on a 

miracle.   

 – ”אלה הפקדים אשר פקד משה ואהרן“ 1:44 – כתב סופר 

This Posuk and the next two Pesukim state a Loshon of counting.  

Why was there a need to use a Loshon of counting three times?  The 

Ramban gives three reasons for the countings of Klal Yisroel.  The 

reason that the Torah uses a Loshon of countings three times, is for 

the three reasons of the Ramban.  1 – “ אלה הפקדים אשר פקד משה

 Klal Yisroel were to be counted by Moshe and Aharon so – ”ואהרן

that they could give Klal Yisroel Brochos, as well as so that Moshe 

and Aharon could be Mispalel for them.  2 – “ ויהיו כל פקדי בני

כל יוצא צבא...ישראל ”  – This counting was done because they were 

going to war, and practically needed to know how many men they 

had over the age of twenty for battle purposes.  3 – “ ם ויהיו כל הפקדי

 This counting was so that Klal Yisroel – ”שש מאות אלף ושלשת אלפים

would know how much Hakodosh Boruch Hu loved them, and 

caused them to grow from a nation of seventy to one of over six 

hundred thousand individuals. 

“ – Drush 8 – כסא דוד  ראל במספר שאו את ראש בני יש

  ”.Take a census of B’nei Yisroel, by number of their names“ – ”שמות

We know that Doeg and Achitofel did not mention Dovid’s name, 

rather he was referred to as Ben Yishai.  They did not want to 

mention his name because of their hatred for him.  (We see that 

Shaul also called him Ben Yishai many times, presumably for the 

same reason).  It is a known rule that when one has an affinity for 

another, he uses his name often, while when one does not, he 

avoids using the name of that person.  The Torah says that Klal 

Yisroel are counted by their “names” as a way of telling Klal Yisroel 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu loves them very much, and that is why He 

wants them to be counted by their names.   

“ 1:1 - ילקוט האזובי   אל משה במדבר סיני' וידבר ד ” – Rashi 

says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counted Klal Yisroel numerous times 

because He loved them.  Rashi says that He counted Klal Yisroel 

when they left Mitzrayim.  Where do we see that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu counted them then?  Shemos 12:37 “ ויסעו בני ישראל מרעמסס

כשש מאות אלף רגלי הגברים לבד מטף, סכתה ” – “The B’nei Yisroel 

traveled from Ra’amses to Sukkos, about six hundred thousand men 

on foot, aside from children”.  Why does the Posuk say, “כשש” – 

“like six” – and not “six?”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did the counting and 

told Moshe that it was six hundred thousand.  When Moshe gave it 

over he said “like six”.  We see that Moshe did this same thing by 

Makas Bechoros, when Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that it would 

happen at midnight, yet when Moshe repeated it, he said, “כחצות” – 

“like midnight.”  (Of course Hakodosh Boruch Hu had the number 

exactly correct, however, perhaps others will count and err, and 

they will Chas V’sholom think that Hakodosh Boruch Hu erred.  

Therefore, Moshe said, “like”, this way no one will ever Chas 

V’sholom say (albeit incorrectly) that Hakodosh Boruch Hu erred).   

“ 2:32 – רבינו בחיי  שש מאות אלף...אלה פקודי בני ישראל ” – 

Why did the Torah need to repeat the number of Klal Yisroel again?  

This was to teach us a great wonder that occurred, that not even 

one person died from this great wondrous nation for these twenty 

days, from the day they were counted, until the day they traveled.   

“ 2:32 - חכמת התורה  שש מאות ...אלה פקודי בני ישראל

 The Medrash Rabbah connects this Posuk to the Posuk in – ”אלף

Hoshea 2:1 “ כחול הים אשר לא ימד ולא יספרוהיה מספר בני ישראל  ” – 

“The number of B’nei Yisroel shall be like the sand of the sea, which 
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can neither be measured or counted.”  (This is also in the Haftorah 

for Parshas Bamidbar). “ הסופר  והיה מספר: ברכיה הכהן ברבי' אמר ר

 The counting of Klal Yisroel is like the – ”כמספר התורה נתבקש להם

counting of the Torah.  The Gemara in Yuma 22b asks, the beginning 

of the Posuk says, the number of B’nei Yisroel, which implies that 

they are a number.  The end of the Posuk ends that they cannot be 

measured or counted.  The Posuk seems to be contradictory.  The 

Medrash is answering this question and telling us that the Torah is 

greater than any measurement.  If one were to look at the Torah, it 

would appear to be finite, and have boundaries, yet in truth, there 

are so much Torah that it truly has no count and no measure.  So too 

Klal Yisroel appear to be something which can be counted.  Yet in 

truth, each Yid in Klal Yisroel is equal to so many people, to the point 

that they cannot really be counted.  The Medrash tells us that just as 

the Torah Hakdosha appears finite and with boundaries, yet in truth 

is infinite and cannot be counted, so too Klal Yisroel appear to be 

finite yet in truth are infinite.     

“ 2:2 - בן איש חי  ותםבאתת לבית אב  In – ”איש על דגלו 

order to achieve Shleimus, completeness in Avodas Hashem, three 

things are needed: firstly, to toil in Torah Shebiksav and Torah 

Shebal Peh.  Secondly, actually performing the Mitzvos of the Torah.  

Thirdly, joy – joy in the performance of the first two conditions.  If 

one does not fulfill the first two with great Simcha, about him the 

Posuk says, “ אלקיך בשמחה' תחת אשר לא עבדת את ד .”  These three 

conditions are alluded to in the names of the Avos Hakdoshim. 

 alludes to the performance of Mitzvos, as the Gematria of אברהם 

his name is equal to 248 corresponding the 248 Mitzvos Aseh in the 

Torah.  יצחק is from a Loshon of (Bereishis 21:6) “ צחוק עשה לי

 Hashem has made ‘laughter’ for me” – A Loshon of“ – ”אלקים

laughter – alluding to the joy one must have when performing 

Avodas Hashem.  יעקב alludes to the study of Torah Shebiksav and 

Torah Shebal Peh.  Torah Shebiksav is K’neged the Shem Havayah 

and the Shem Adnus, which together is equal to 91.  Torah Shebal 

Peh too is made up of those two names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

The Gematria of 182 יעקב, is equal to the Gematria of both names of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu twice (91x2=182).  The Posuk here tells us that 

through all of Klal Yisroel’s journeys as well as when they were 

camped in a certain place, they were always, “באתת לבית אבותם” – 

they always connected themselves the letters of the names of the 

Avos Hakdoshim.  They toiled in the Torah Shebiksav and Torah 

Shebal Peh, they performed the actual Mitzvos, and they did all of 

these with great joy for they were happy to serve Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  במספר שמות כל זכר “ 1:2 – 

 Counting the names, all males, according to their“ – ”לגלגלתם

heads.”  Each individual is counted by name.  Thus, each one joins 

the whole while still noting the importance of his individuality.   
 Ben Yehoyada: Bava) – ”איש על דגלו“ 2:2 – בן איש חי 
Basra 25b) The letters before the word “לב” – “heart”, is “אך” – 
“but” – to minimize.  The letters after the word “לב” is “גם” – “also” 
– to include, to make more.  Remez – relating to the matter Above, 
Ruchniyos, everything that one acquires in Ruchniyos: Torah and 
Mitzvos, he should always minimize it.  He should consider it as if he 
did very little, and should always look to do more.  Therefore, 
“above” the word “לב” is “אך” to minimize.  However, relating to 
matters of Gashmiyos, physicality, matters that pertain to “down 
here”, whatever one has he should see as much, and should be 
happy with his lot.  Therefore, “under” the word “לב” is “גם” – which 
means that one should see it as if he has everything.  The Avos 
Hakdoshim were masters at this Midah, where they always saw their 
Ruchniyos as little, and always strived to reach greater heights in 
Ruchniyos.  The first letters of the names of the Avos, “ , צחקי, ברהםא

עקבי ” – is the same Gematria as “21 – ”אך – for they minimized their 

accomplishments in Ruchniyos.  (The word “לב” means “heart.”  The 
Ben Ish Chai is telling us what we need to have in our “heart”: strive 
for greater heights in Ruchniyos, and be content with our 
Gashmiyos).   
איש על גדלו באתת לבית אבתם “ 2:2 – מעין בית השואבה 

מנגד סביב לאהל מועד יחנו, יחנו בני ישראל ” – “The B’nei Yisroel shall 
encamp, each man by his banner according to the insignia’s of their 
fathers’ household, at a distance surrounding the Ohel Moed shall 
they encamp.”  When the Torah discusses the flags here, it again 
mentions each and every Shevet, and mentions the name of the Nasi 
of every Shevet.  It then concludes (2:32) by telling us once again the 
total count of Klal Yisroel, that which was already been told to us in 
1:4.  Why does the Torah need to repeat the same numbers, and the 
same details of the numbers – the Shevatim, and the leaders of each 
Shevet?  Rashi tells us on the first Posuk in the Parsha that Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu counts Klal Yisroel as a sign of His love for them.  It is 
proper to say that Hakodosh Boruch Hu counts them again here, to 
demonstrate His love – over here for something specific that Klal 
Yisroel did.  1:54 “ את משה כן עשו' ויעשו בני ישראל ככל אשר צוה ד ” – 
“And B’nei Yisroel did everything that Hashem commanded Moshe, 
so did they do.”  The previous Posuk told us that Shevet Levi was to 
be encamped around the Mishkan.  Previous to this, Klal Yisroel 
were all allowed to encamp where they wanted.  Here each Shevet 
had to follow his flag, his Shevet, and all of Klal Yisroel were moved 
away from the Mishkan, some quite a distance, while Shevet Levi 
was Zoche to be encamped around the Mishkan.  Certainly, all of 
Klal Yisroel had a great desire to be near the Mishkan, near where 
the Shechina was.  This is comparable to one who has a honorable 
seat up front in the Shul.  One day he is told that he is being moved 
far away from his seat, he is being moved all the way to the back.  To 
make matters worse, someone else is going to be taking his seat.   
The normal reaction may be anger, and to have complaints.  Here, it 
was much more important than honor of a seat, Klal Yisroel wanted 
to be near the Shechina.  They were Machnia themselves, they 
humbled themselves, and if Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that they 
should move, they moved happily.  It was because Klal Yisroel 
behaved in this manner that they were Zoche to be counted again.   

 The Rosh Dovid says in – ”כל זכר לגלגלתם“ 1:3 – פני דוד 
Parshas Ki Sisa, that each person in Klal Yisroel is considered in 
greatness like many people.  Moshe was in doubt how to count Klal 
Yisroel.  He said that he did not know the greatness of each 
individual, and how to count them properly.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 
answered Moshe, that he should count them, “לגלגלתם” – in the 
actual quantity that each one was – meaning each person should be 
counted as one although he may be valued as many people.   
 Perhaps now we can have a deeper understanding of all of 
these countings.  Rashi tells us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu repeatedly 
counted Klal Yisroel for that showed His love for them.  The message 
is not for Hakodosh Boruch Hu – it’s for us, Klal Yisroel.  Each and 
every Yid was counted, each one brought something that the others 
did not.  Each Yid has his portion in Torah.  No matter the level of a 
Yid, or his intelligence – we must all know that we are all important 
to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and we must constantly work on our 
Avodas Hashem.  There is an extremely important lesson to be 
learned here.  Klal Yisroel were counted again to see if their number 
changed.  The physical number did not change, it remained 
constant, yet the Ruchniyos, the value of each Yid can constantly go 
up.  The repeated countings teach us that we can change, we can 
constantly grow in Ruchniyos, and we must strive to do that.  The 
number that was counted was the same, and that was a finite 
number.  The number that was not counted was the value of each 
individual Yid.  That value can only be counted by the Ribbono Shel 
Olam, and has the potential to be infinite, just as the Torah is 
infinite.  May we be Zoche to truly make of ourselves the most that 
we can be in our Avodas Hashem.   
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סיומא דלעלם, ואוף לא לשבועתא. עדב “ – אקדמות

יקר אחסנתיה, חביבין דבקבעתא. עבידין ליה חטיבה, 

בדנח ושקעתא. פרישן למנתיה, למעבד ליה רעותא, 

פרישותיה שבחיה, יחוון בשעותא צבי וחמיד ורגיג 

דילאון בלעותא, צלותהון בכן מקבל והניא בעותא. קטירא לחי עלמא בתגא 

 ”בשבועתא

“It is forever at an end, not repeated after seven years. However, the 

portion of His inheritance is better for it is constant.  They make His their 

sole desire, at sunrise and at sunset.  Designated as His portion to carry 

out His will, His wonders and His praises they recount at every hour.  He 

desired, longed, and coveted that they toil in Torah study.  Therefore he 

accepts their prayers; their requests are effective.  They are wreathed 

with an oath into a crown for the Eternally Living.”On the first day of 

Shavuos, after the Kohen is called to the Torah, but before making a 

Brocha, Akdamus is read.  The Chazan says the first two stanzas, and the 

Tzibur says the next two stanzas.  They take turns saying two stanzas 

until its completion.  What is the meaning that it is “forever at an end, 

not repeated for seven years?”  At the time that Moshe Rabbeinu was 

Mekabel the Torah on behalf of Klal Yisroel, the Malachim came to argue 

that the Torah should not go to Klal Yisroel, rather it should stay in 

Shomayim with the Malachim.  Didn’t the Malachim understand that the 

Torah was intended to go to Klal Yisroel, as the world was created for 

the Torah and for Klal Yisroel?   The following Divrei Torah will expound 

on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

 ”אקדמות“ Akdamus – The Piyut called – 274 – ספר התודעה 

was composed by Rebbe Meir Ben Yitzchok who lived in Worms, 

Germany (11th century), and was the Chazan of the town. It was the 

same city where Rashi Hakodosh lived, and it said that Rashi learned 

Torah from Rebbe Meir Ben Yitzchok.  The son of this composer was 

killed Al Kiddush Hashem during the crusades.  Rebbe Meir as well went 

up against the priests in their arguments against the Torah Hakdosha.   

Rebbe Meir himself a fierce defender of the Torah Hakdosha, and had a 

great love for his people.  These great arguments sapped him of his life, 

and he died right after the “great argument.”  He left over a beautiful 

Piyut which has praise for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, praise for the Torah, 

and praise for Klal Yisroel who were Mekabel the Torah.  It was accepted 

in many communities by Klal Yisroel to say this beautiful Piyut on the 

Yom Tov of Shavuos, with a beautiful melody and with much feeling.  In 

the city of Worms, this Minhag was not accepted, for their pain was 

aching over the loss of the composer, whom they loved dearly.  This 

Piyut reminded them of his death, which caused them great sadness.  

There are ninety stanzas: the first forty are written according to the 

Aleph Bais (each letter twice) and the remaining stanzas spell the 

author’s name and a Brocha.  “ יגדל בתורה ובמעשים , מאיר ביר רבי יצחק

ואמץ, וחזק, אמן, טובים ” – “Meir, the son of Rebbe Yitzchok, may he grow 

in Torah and in good deeds. Amen, be strong, and of good courage.” The 

Piyut was composed in Aramaic so that only Klal Yisroel would 

understand it, those who toil in Torah and the words of the Chachomim 

who spoke in Aramaic.  Each stanza ends with the letters “תא” to allude 

to the praise of the Torah that it has no end, as soon as one reaches the 

last letter of the Aleph Bais, the Tav, it immediately starts again with the 

first letter, Aleph.  In the generations of Shmad, when Klal Yisroel had a 

sword upon their neck, they kept their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

at all times.  They strengthened themselves with this Piyut to have 

complete Emunah and never to give in to their enemies.  Initially, they 

were Mesaken to say this on Shavuos, in the middle of Laining from the 

Torah.  The Kohen would go up to the Torah for the first Aliyah, he 

would make the Brocha on the Torah, they would read the first Posuk of 

the Laining ( ...בחדש השלישי לצאת בני ישראל מארץ מצרים ), and then they 

would say this Piyut. They would finish the entire Piyut, and then 

continue reading in the Torah.  They did this to teach the Tzibur the 

Mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem, that we only have the Torah in order to 

strengthen our Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  In later generations the 

Gedolim were against saying this Piyut in middle of reading from the 

Torah, so they changed the Minhag to have the Kohen called up for his 

Aliyah, they open the Sefer Torah and cover it, and before he makes the 

Brocha, they say this Piyut.      

“ – 91b – חולין  שישראל , חביבין ישראל יותר ממלאכי השרת

 Yisroel is more dear to Hakodosh Boruch Hu“ – ”אומרים שירה בכל שעה

than the Malachei Hashareis, for Klal Yisroel say Shira to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu at all times.”  Malachei Hashareis only say Shira once a day, 

and others only say it once a week, others once a month, others once a 

year, and others once every seven year cycle – Shemitah.   

“ – אקדמות  ואוף לא לשבועתא, סיומא דלעלם ” – There are 

some Malachim who only say Shira to Hakodosh Boruch Hu once every 

seven years, while Klal Yisroel say Shira to Hakodosh Boruch Hu at all 

times.   This is why Klal Yisroel is dearer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu than the 

Malachei Hashareis.   

שני בני אדם יושבין ועוסקין בתורה “ – Emor 17 – מדרש תנחומא 

ה מקשיב"הקב ” – Malachi 3:16 “ ' איש אל רעהו ויקשב ד' נדברו יראי דאז 

 Then, those who fear Hashem spoke to one another, and“ – ”וישמע

Hashem listened and heard.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “In the Zechus 

of Torah that you toil in, I will listen, and hear your Tefilos.”   

“ – אקדמות  כן מקבל והניא בעותאצלותהון ב ” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu accepts Klal Yisroel’s Tefilos because they toil in the Torah 

Hakdosha.   

“ 21:4 שמות רבה  מה תצעק אלי, דבר אחר ” – “Why do you cry 

out to Me?”  This is related to the Posuk in Tehillim 65:3 “ שמע תפלה

ועדיך כל בשר יבא ” – “He who hears Tefilah, ‘עדיך’, does all flesh come.”  

What does it mean by “he who hears Tefilah?”  When Klal Yisroel Daven, 

they do not all Daven as one, at the same time, rather each Tzibur 

Davens by themselves, all throughout the Z’man of Tefilah.  After all of 

the Tefilos are completed (all of the Tefilos of that Tefilah for that day), 

the Malach appointed over the Tefilos takes them and fashions them 

into crowns and places them on the head of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  As it 

says in the Posuk, “עדיך” – which means, “עטרה” – “crown” – Yeshaya 

 You will clothe Yourself with them all like“ – ”כי כלם כעדי תלבשי“ 49:18

jewelry.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu crowns Himself with Tefilos of Klal 

Yisroel (Yechezkel 16:12).   

 The Tefilos of – ”קטירא לחי עלמא בתגא בשבועתא“ – אקדמות 

Klal Yisroel are made into a crown with which Hakodosh Boruch Hu dons 

Himself.   

ם"מ – אותיות דרבי עקיבא   – Why is the letter מ'  made up of 

two מ’s - the letter מ'  spelled out is ם"מ ?  This is a very special letter 

because both מ’s stand by the Merkavah at the strength of the Kisai 

Hakovod.  All the letters of the Aleph Bais are engraved in the fire of the 

Kisai Hakovod, and tied to their heads are crowns of light.  When 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu comes to reside in the Merkavah, all of the 

Ministers of the Merkavah, and all the creatures of the Merkavah, and 

all of the letters of the Merkavah, all sing songs and praises to be 

Mekabel the Shechina.  Both מ’s are Mekabel the Shechina at that time 

and they say Shira.  What Shira do they say?  The open מ'  says, “ מלכותך

 Your kingdom is a kingdom spanning all“ – ”מלכות כל העולמים

eternities”, and the closed ם'  says, “וממשלתך בכל דור ודר” – “And Your 

dominion is throughout generation after generation.”  At that time, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu takes all the letters and hugs and kisses them and 

ties onto each one of them two crowns; one of מלוכה, kingdom, and one 

of כבוד, honor. The open מ'  represents מלכות, being a king where the 

constituents all willingly follow and accept the king.  The closed ם'  

represents ממשלה, being a ruler, even if all the constituents do not 

willingly accept the dominion of the king.  (While we are in Golus, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is a מושל, he rules over all, though not all accept 

His dominion.  When we will be Zoche to see the ultimate Geulah, all the 
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world will see who is truly the Master of the world, and at that time the 

whole world will see Hakodosh Boruch Hu as a מלך, a king accepted by 

all his constituents).   

בא וראה אשרי חלקם של ישראל “ – B’shalach 49:1 – זוהר 

ה ראה בהם להתדבק בהם ולהיות להם חלק"שהקב ” – “Come and see, 

praised is the portion of Klal Yisroel that Hakodosh Boruch Hu attached 

Himself to them, and to be a part of them.”  They will be His portion.  

Devorim 13:5 “ אלקיכם' ואתם הדבקים בד ” – “But you who cling to 

Hashem your G-D” – this means that Klal Yisroel can actually cling to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave us the Kedusha 

Elyonah, the Holy from above, the Torah Hakdosha, as a way that we can 

attach ourselves to him.  It is through the Torah that we can follow in the 

ways of Hashem, and be with Him.  

“ – אקדמות  למעבד ליה רעותא, פרישן למנתיה ” – Klal Yisroel 

were Zoche to be chosen to be Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s nation from all 

the nations of the world.  Klal Yisroel is a part of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

 When Moshe – ”מה לילוד אשה בינינו“ – Shabbos 88b – בניהו 

ascended to Shomayim to accept the Torah, the Malachei Hashareis said 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu – “what is someone born of a woman doing 

among us?”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu answered that Moshe came to be 

Mekabel the Torah.  Why did the Malachim use a Loshon of “בינינו” – 

“among us”, as opposed to, “כאן” – what is Moshe doing “here?”  Man is 

called a ילוד for he is born from a woman, and the Gematria of ילוד is 

fifty.  A Malach is not born from a woman, and the Gematria of מלאך is 

ninety one.  The difference between the Gematria of מלאך and ילוד is 

forty one, which is the Gematria of the word “אם”, which refers to the 

Torah.  Mishlei 2:3 “כי אם לבינה תקרא” – “Incline your heart to 

understanding.”  This was the intention of the Malachim with their 

question – what is this ילוד doing here to take away the Torah from us, 

which is the difference between (בינינו) the Malachim and the Torah 

(The Gematria of Malach is 91, the Torah, אם is 41.  If you take away the 

Torah from the Malachim the Gematria is 50 – the Gematria of ילוד, 

man).  Hakodosh Boruch Hu answered, “לקבל את התורה בא” – “Moshe 

came to be Mekabel the Torah” – meaning Moshe was not coming to be 

Mechadesh anything here – there was nothing new here.  Moshe was 

already Zoche to the Torah at Har Sinai before this incident, and the 

Malachim were then quiet.  When Moshe was coming to be Mekabel 

that which he was already Zoche in, the Malachim had no right to argue.   

הוא יפתח לבנו בתורתו “ – ובא לציון – Shavuos – ישא ברכה 

 May He open our heart to His Torah, and“ – ”וישים בלבנו אהבתו ויראתו

imbue in our heart with love of Him, and awe of Him.”  Shemos 20:16 

 The people saw and they moved and“ – ”וירא העם וינעו ויעמדו מרחק“

they stood from afar.”  Rashi says that Klal Yisroel drew back twelve Mil, 

the length of their camp, and the Malachei Hashareis would come and 

assist them to return them.  Why did Klal Yisroel need the assistance of 

the Malachei Hashareis?  The main Avodah of man towards Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is to love, as we say in the Brocha of Ahavas Olam, “ וקרבתנו

 ,And You have brought us close“ – ”מלכנו לשמך הגדול סלה באמת באהבה

our King, to Your name, that is great forever, in truth, in Love.”  On the 

other hand, the main Avodah of the Malachim is through Yirah, fear, as 

it says in the Brocha of Yotzer Ohr, “עונים באימה ואומרים ביראה” – 

“Proclaim with trepidation, and say with reverence.”  Moshol – Those 

who are close to the king and serve him in his quarters, have love for the 

king, yet they must work on their fear, being that they are used to seeing 

him, and become comfortable with him.  However, those who are far 

from the king, are not in close proximity on a regular basis, they have 

the fear, and they must work on their love for the king.  Nimshol – The 

Malachim who are in close proximity to Hakodosh Boruch Hu must work 

on their fear, while Klal Yisroel, who are down here on this world, must 

work on their Ahavas Hashem, their love for Hashem.  When Klal Yisroel 

received the Torah, they achieved the level of the Malachei Hashareis, 

they knew the secrets of the Malachim.  They became so close to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that their fear of Him dissipated.  The Malachim 

who must always work on the Midah of fear, they were the ones who 

were able to assist Klal Yisroel to have the fear return.  It is to be a fear 

that brings to love.  By recognizing the greatness of the Ribbono Shel 

Olam, one can come to love Him.  This is what we say in Davening, “ הוא

 after Kabolas Hatorah, Klal – ”יפתח לבנו בתורתו וישים בלבנו אהבתו ויראתו

Yisroel are Zoche to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu through fear and love, 

fear which brings to a greater love than any other love in the world.   

 The attribute of“ – ”מעלות נשמות ישראל“ – לחם מן השמים 

the Neshomos of Klal Yisroel.”  The Malachim had a complaint against 

Klal Yisroel receiving the Torah because of the Din of Bar Metzra.  The 

Din of Bar Metzra would say that the Malachim should be entitled to the 

Torah for they are neighbors to it, for they are in Shomayim near where 

the Torah was.  The answer as to why Klal Yisroel are in fact entitled to 

the Torah, is because as R’ Chaim Vital says, the Neshomos of Klal Yisroel 

come from below the Kisai Hakovod in Shomayim.  Therefore, Klal 

Yisroel were in fact next door neighbors with the Torah in Shomayim, 

and therefore they are entitled to the Torah.  The Malachim countered 

that it would be fine for the Neshomos to receive the Torah, but why 

was Moshe, a body from down there in Olam Hazeh entitled to the 

Torah?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu responded that Moshe completely purified 

his body that it is like he is complete Neshama.  The Malachim said that 

for Moshe it was fine, but he was taking it to Klal Yisroel, beings of flesh 

and blood, they should not receive the Torah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told 

Moshe to respond – “Teshuva.”  While Klal Yisroel are beings of flesh 

and blood, and they do sin, because they are children of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu they are Zoche to Teshuva, they achieve atonement for their 

sins, and they become purified as if they never sinned.  Through Klal 

Yisroel heeding the Torah and Mitzvos, it brings a Kiyum to the entire 

world, including the Malachim.  Klal Yisroel are able to perform the 

Mitzvos of the Torah, and bring out the Klipos in this world and make 

everything Kodosh. The Malachim finally conceded that Klal Yisroel 

should in fact be the ones to receive the Torah Hakdosha. (Explanation 

of the Gemara in Shabbos 88b).  

 Perhaps now we can have a hint of an understanding of this 

moving Piyut written by Rebbe Meir Ben Rebbe Yitzchok.  This Piyut tells 

us that here is a deep connection between Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the 

Torah Hakdosha, and Klal Yisroel.  We are Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

children, and He gave us the Torah as a way to connect to Him.  No 

matter what the situation is for Klal Yisroel, or for an individual Yid, we 

must always keep a rock solid foundation of Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  The letter מ'  is a very special letter.  Aside from the מ'  

representing Malchus, it also represents the Torah.  We know that the 

Torah was given in 40 days, the Gematria of מ' .  It also represents man, 

for we know that it takes forty days for the creation of an embryo.  The 

letter מ'  connects Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Torah and Klal Yisroel 

together.  The Malachim thought that man, as a flesh and blood, could 

not reach spiritual heights to be able to accept the Torah.  We have so 

much more capabilities than Malachim, for while they have a limit to 

how much they can sing Shira to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, we can sing Shira 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu continuously – at all times.  The Malachim are 

very spiritual beings, but we must always remember that we are the 

ones who are Zoche to have the Torah, and we are the ones to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu primarily with the Midah of Ahavah, having a great 

love for Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  As we are about to Lain the Aseres 

Hadibros, we say this beautiful Piyut to strengthen our Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and to know that we are to accept the Torah with 

great love.  May we be Zoche to have a true Kabolas Hatorah, with great 

love for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and may we be Zoche to see Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu be a מלך, a king that all accept His sovereignty, with the 

coming of Moshiach במהרה בימינו אמן! 
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Shabbos 88a “ ויתיצבו בתחתית ההר' – אמר'

רבי אבדימי בר חמא בר חסא: מלמד שכפה 

הקדוש ברוך הוא עליהם את ההר כגיגית, 

ואמר להם אם אתם מקבלים התורה מוטב ואם לאו שם תהא 

 ”קבורתכם 

It says in the Posuk (Shemos 19:17) “They stood at the foot of 

the mountain.”  Rav Avdimi Bar Chama Bar Chasa said, ‘This 

teaches that Hakodosh Boruch Hu covered Klal Yisroel with 

the mountain as though it were an upturned vat, and He said 

to them, ‘If you accept the Torah, fine, but if not, your burial 

will be there.”  Rav Acha Bar Yaakov said that from here 

there are strong grounds for a notification of coercion 

concerning acceptance of the Torah.  The Medrash says that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu went to the nations of the world and 

asked them if they wanted the Torah.  They all said no, except 

for Klal Yisroel who responded, “נעשה ונשמע”.  Why did 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu seemingly force Klal Yisroel to accept 

the Torah, especially when they already had accepted of their 

own free will?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph.  

י"רש   – Shabbos 88a – “מכאן מודעה רבה לאורייתא” – 

“From here stem strong grounds for a notification of coercion 

regarding acceptance of the Torah.”  If Klal Yisroel will be 

called to judgment asking them why they were not Mekayeim 

that which they accepted upon themselves, they will be able 

to answer that they were forced to accept it.   

 – ”כפה עליהן הר כגיגית“ – Shabbos 88a – תוספות 

Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu put the mountain over Klal 

Yisroel’s heads when they had already accepted the Torah 

willingly by saying, “נעשה ונשמע”?  Klal Yisroel may have 

changed their minds upon seeing the tremendous fire that 

accompanied the Shechina at Har Sinai, causing their 

Neshomos to leave them temporarily.   

א"מהרש   – Shabbos 88a - “כפה עליהן הר כגיגית” – 

We see from Tosfos that Klal Yisroel saying, “נעשה ונשמע” 

was a valid commitment.  However, it could have been 

rescinded on the basis that it was made without the 

knowledge of the consequences, namely the great fire that 

caused their souls to leave them.   

 Why – ”כפה עליהן הר כגיגית“ 32 – תפארת ישראל 

didn’t Hakodosh Boruch Hu wait to see if Klal Yisroel would 

reconsider their acceptance upon seeing the fire.  If in fact 

they would rescind, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu could have 

placed the mountain over their heads?  When Klal Yisroel 

said, “נעשה ונשמע”, it was said out of pure love for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  Had Hakodosh Boruch Hu waited to see if Klal 

Yisroel would want to rescind their acceptance, their new 

acceptance would be based upon their fear of Hashem, and 

not out of love.  By preempting this, Hakodosh Boruch Hu was 

reinforcing their acceptance of the Torah which was done 

with love (albeit, this reinforcement was done with fear).   

 – ”כה תאמר לבית יעקב“ Shemos 19:3 – אמת ליעקב 

Avos 1:3 “ויהי מורא שמים עליכם” – One should not serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to receive reward, but rather serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu without wanting reward – “and one 

should have fear of Hashem upon him.”  To properly serve 

the Ribbono Shel Olam, one needs both: to serve Hashem 

with love and with fear.  Avodah Zara 2b – The nations of the 

world complained that had a mountain been hovering over 

their head, they also would have accepted the Torah.  The 

answer to them is that would not have been enough.  That 

would have only been accepting the Torah with fear.  They 

would not have had the crucial aspect of accepting the Torah 

with love as Klal Yisroel did when they said, “נעשה ונשמע”. 

 – ”כפה עליהן הר כגיגית“ – Noach 3 – מדרש תנחומא 

When Klal Yisroel said, “נעשה ונשמע”, they were only 

accepting Torah Shebiksav.  Klal Yisroel were reluctant to 

accept Torah Shebal Peh because it requires extreme effort 

and discipline in its study and observance.  Therefore 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu had to place the mountain over their 

heads and coerce them to accept it.   

מלמד שכפה עליהם הר “ – Shabbos 88a – בן יהוידע 

 What does it mean that Hakodosh Boruch Hu raised – ”כגיגית

the mountain atop Klal Yisroel “like an upturned vat?” Would 

it not have been enough had Hakodosh Boruch Hu just raised 

the mountain above them? Additionally, why was this needed 

at all when Klal Yisroel already accepted the Torah?  Klal 

Yisroel only accepted the Torah Shebiksav – “נעשה” we will 

do what “שנשמע” – we hear.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu placed the 

mountain over them, “like an upturned vat” telling them that 

just as a vat can contain thousands upon thousands of drops 

of wine, so too each and every word of the Torah has 

thousands upon thousands of Droshos. In Torah Shebal Peh, 

one can learn one Halacha from within another Halacha – 

and keep on building – infinitely.  One who accepts the Torah 

Shebal Peh is called a “Ben Olam Habah.”  One who Chas 

V’sholom does not accept the Torah Shebal Peh, along with 

the Torah Shebiksav, has no share in Olam Habah.   

 I heard from my – ”מלך ביפיו“ 1:19 – בן פורת יוסף 

Rebbe that Hakodosh Boruch Hu placed the mountain above 

Klal Yisroel’s heads to show them that even if they do possess 

a desire for the Torah and Avodas Hashem, they still must 

adhere to it.  It is certainly better for one to perform the 

Torah with love.  However even if one does not, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu placed the mountain over their heads to tell them 

that they are obligated even if it’s against their will.   

יהוידע בן   – Gittin 60b – “ תת התורה שבעל פה היא כרי

כי על פי הדברים האלה כרתי אתך “ Shemos 34:27 – ”הברית

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Bris with Klal Yisroel – ”ברית

because of Torah Shebal Peh (Gittin 60a).  Why did Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu make a Bris with Klal Yisroel specifically with Torah 

Shebal Peh?  The root of the entire Torah Shebal Peh is 

Emunah.  One must have a strong belief in the Chachomim 

for they teach us what it says in the Torah Shebiksav.  One 
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who toils in Torah Shebal Peh, is toiling in Emunah and 

invoking the Bris between Klal Yisroel and Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  The six parts of Torah Shebal Peh are:  נשים, מועד, זרעים ,

טהרות, קדשים, נזיקין  – Each Seder is called אמונה for each 

Seder is connected to אמונה.   The Gematria of אמונה times 

six (for the six parts of Torah Shebal Peh which are called 

Emunah) is equal to “ברית”.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Bris 

with Klal Yisroel because of Torah Shebal Peh – Emunah.  

With this understanding we can answer an apparent 

contradiction as to the first question asked in the final 

judgment.  Sanhedrin 7a – The first judgment when one goes 

to the next world will be regarding Divrei Torah.  Shabbos 31a 

– The first judgment will be – “נשאת ונתת באמונה” (did you 

deal with faith in business) and the second will be did you set 

aside time to learn Torah.  From the Gemara in Shabbos it 

seems that the first question will not be about Torah. This in 

fact is not a contradiction at all.  “ נתת באמונהנשאת ו ” – does 

not mean business – rather it means did you toil in “Emunah” 

the Shisha Sidrei Mishna, Torah Shebal Peh?  The second 

question is if you set aside time to learn Torah Shebiksav. 

כפה עליהן הר “ - Shabbos 88a – דברים אחדים 

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu put the mountain – ”כגיגית

over Klal Yisroel’s heads when they had already accepted the 

Torah willingly by saying, “נעשה ונשמע”?  There are two types 

of love: there is love one has for a friend, and love one has for 

a child.  The love for a friend is called “אהבה רצונית” – when 

one has a love for a friend he tries to fulfill the Rotzon, the 

will, of his friend.  If something would be inherently good for 

his friend, but to his friend it would not appear to be good – 

he would not do it.  The love for a child is called “ אהבה

 this love that one has for his child, is a love that the – ”עצמית

child is a part of himself.  Therefore, something that is 

inherently good for the child, the father would do even if the 

child would see it as evil.  The father must do what is best for 

the child at all costs, for the child is a part of him.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s love for Klal Yisroel is immeasurable, greater 

than that of a father to his son.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu raised 

the mountain over them and forced them to accept the Torah 

for Klal Yisroel to know the great love He has for them.  Even 

if he has to force them, He will always do what is best for Klal 

Yisroel.   

כפה עליהן הר “ - Shabbos 88a – תפארת ישראל 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu forced Klal Yisroel to accept – ”כגיגית

the Torah so that in the future they would not be able to say 

that their acceptance of the Torah was voluntarily, and 

therefore can decide at any given time that they no longer 

want to keep the Torah.   

כפה “ - Sof Pesicha – Shabbos 88a – ספר המקנה 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu was not threatening – ”עליהן הר כגיגית

Klal Yisroel to accept the Torah or they would be buried 

there.  Torah is what provides life in this world.  When the 

Shechina was on Har Sinai, there was great Kedusha there 

and Klal Yisroel were not allowed to go up the mountain.  It is 

man that makes the place, and not the place that makes man.  

It was because Klal Yisroel accepted the Torah and the 

Shechina was there, that there was great Kedusha on the 

mountain.  Once Matan Torah was complete, the Shechina 

left and Klal Yisroel were allowed to go up on the mountain.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu was telling Klal Yisroel that the existence 

of the world depended on their accepting the Torah.  Had Klal 

Yisroel not accepted the Torah – the result would be that the 

Shechina would leave.  Once the Shechina left, automatically 

the mountain would fall, thereby burying Klal Yisroel.  Had 

Klal Yisroel not accepted the Torah, by the rules of the world, 

the world would no longer exist.  Torah is what gives 

sustenance to the world.   

 It says in the Sefer – ”אמנם אפשר“ – 19 – כסא דוד 

Pesach Ha’ohel and the Sefer Leket Yosef that the mountain 

above Klal Yisroel was like a Chuppah – Klal Yisroel getting 

married to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It says in Devorim Rabbah 

3:15 that Klal Yisroel receiving the Luchos was like Kiddushin.  

If so, it seems that the Chuppah (Hakodosh Boruch Hu raising 

the mountain above Klal Yisroel) was before the Kiddushin 

(Klal Yisroel receiving the Luchos).  It is for this reason the 

Chachomim were Mesaken the Brocha – “ על ידי חופה

 Chuppah is mentioned first because that is the – ”וקידושין

order Hakodosh Boruch Hu used when marrying Klal Yisroel.   

“ – Shavuos 25 – קהלת יעקב  ה מתאוה לטובת "הקב

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu“ – ”ישראל יותר ממה שהם מתאוים

desires good for Klal Yisroel more than Klal Yisroel themselves 

desire.”  With the first of the Aseres Hadibros, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu says that He is the one Who took Klal Yisroel out of 

Mitzrayim.  Why doesn’t Hakodosh Boruch Hu say that He is 

the one Who created man and the entire world?  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made a condition while creating the world that if 

Klal Yisroel would accept the Torah, good, if not, He would 

return the world to nothingness.  When Klal Yisroel accepted 

the Torah, it was like a new creation of the world.  It was as if 

the previous world was no longer, and by Klal Yisroel 

accepting the Torah, they were part of creating the new 

world.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not say that He created the 

world for the Kovod of Klal Yisroel – for it was as if they were 

a part of the creating of the world as well, by accepting the 

Torah.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu raised the mountain over the heads of Klal Yisroel 

and in effect coerced them to accept the Torah.  Klal Yisroel 

had only accepted upon themselves the Torah Shebiksav.  It 

was necessary for them to accept the Torah Shebal Peh as 

well, in order for the world to keep going.  Shavuos is the Yom 

Tov when we accepted the Torah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

married Klal Yisroel, and has a great love for us.  We must 

learn Torah as much as we can, and work to have a desire to 

learn.  We must always remember that we are forever 

connected to Hakodosh Boruch Hu through the Torah 

Hakdosha, and that His love for us is immeasurable.  May we 

be Zoche to have a true desire to learn the Torah, and 

properly reciprocate the Ribbono Shel Olam’s love.   
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Megilas Rus 3:7 “ ויאכל בעז וישת וייטב לבו ויבא לשכב
 ”בקצה הערמה
“And Boaz ate and drank, and his heart was glad.  He 
went to lie down at the end of the grain pile.”  Naomi 

told her daughter-in-law, Rus, to go down to the threshing floor but not to 
make herself known to Boaz until he finished eating and drinking.  The Posuk 
tells us that Boaz’s heart was merry.  Why does the Posuk tell us that his 
heart was merry after eating and drinking?  The following Divrei Torah will 
expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 
paragraph. 
י"רש   – Rus 3:7 “וייטב לבו” – “And his heart was merry” means 
that he learned Torah.  
 Why was Boaz – ”ויאכל בעז וישת וייטב לבו“ 5:15 – רות רבה 
happy?  He was happy because he recited Birchas Hamozon on the food he 
had eaten.  A second interpretation is that Boaz ate different types of sweets 
after the meal, for doing so enhances the voice for Torah study. A third 
interpretation is that Boaz engaged in Torah study during the course of his 
meal as it says in Tehillim 119:72 “טוב לי תורת פיך מאלפי זהב וכסף” – “Better 
for me is the Torah of your mouth than thousands in gold and silver.”   A 
fourth interpretation is that Boaz was searching for a wife, as it says in 
Mishlei 18:22 “מצא אשה מצא טוב” – “One who has found a wife has found 
goodness.”   
רמשנת דרבי אליעז   – Rus Rabbah 5:15 “וישת וייטב לבו” – Koheles 
 And drink your wine with a glad heart.”  We see that“ - ”ושתה בלב טוב“ 9:7
drinking wine brings one to a happy heart, and therefore there was no need 
for the Posuk to say “ טוב בלב ”.  This is why the Medrash Darshens the 
meaning of these words.  
ו"מהרז   – Rus Rabbah 5:15 “ שבירך על מזונו –ויטב לבו  ” – At this 
point in Megilas Rus, Boaz had gathered his entire crop to the threshing floor 
and felt a keen awareness of all the physical sustenance that Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu had provided for him.   Boaz recited Birchas Hamozon with a 
special appreciation for all of the goodness from Hashem.  
 Boaz – ”ויאכל בעז וישת וייטב לבו“ Rus 3:7  - תרגום יונתן בן עוזיאל 
Bentched the name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu for accepting his Tefilos and 
bringing an end to the famine in Eretz Yisroel.  

“ Rus Rabbah 5:15 - נחמד למראה  שבירך על מזונו –ויטב לבו  ” – 
Every Yid is obligated to recite Birchas Hamozon after eating a meal.  Why 
does the Posuk tell us that the great Tzaddik Boaz recited Birchas Hamozon 
after eating his meal?  Boaz was indeed a great Tzaddik.  When a Tzaddik 
eats, he is eating so that he can perform his Avodas Hashem.  This causes his 
eating itself to be Avodas Hashem.  When a Tzaddik eats, it only takes a very 
small amount of food to be satiated because the Ribbono Shel Olam causes 
that food to have much Brocha, so that the Tzaddik becomes satiated from 
that small amount.  The Posuk is telling us that Boaz said Birchas Hamozon 
over “מזונו” – “his food”, his small amount of food because the Ribbono Shel 
Olam caused there to be Brocha in his food and he became satiated from it.   

תפקידם של הקולות והברקים במעמד “ – Kallah 1 4 – בן איש חיל 
  ”.The purpose of the thunder and lightning at Ma’amad Har Sinai“ – ”הר סיני
When Hakodosh Boruch Hu descended Har Sinai to give to His nation the 
Torah, the mountain was ablaze with flames reaching the heavens, and there 
was thunder and lightning that was heard from one end of the world to the 
other.  There is a general rule that when there is a “קול”, sound (meaning 
“the word is out”) that a certain woman is married, then she has a Chazakah 
that she is married and is assumed to be married.  However, this is only true 
where there are preparations for Chupah and Kiddushin in the house of the 
Kallah, such as candles being lit, and people entering and leaving the house 
stating that this woman was Niskadsha today.  With this Gemara, we can 
understand the need for thunder and lightning and Matan Torah.  With the 
giving of the Torah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu was Mekadesh Klal Yisroel to be His, 
just as a man is Mekadesh a woman to be his.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted 
it to be known to the entire world that He was Mekadesh Klal Yisroel.  He 
made lightning, similar to the lit candles, and thunder, similar to people 
leaving the house of the Kallah saying that the woman was Mekadesh.  When 
the nations of the world heard the thunder, they ran to Bilam to ask him 
what the thunder was.  Bilam answered that today Klal Yisroel became the 
Kallah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  At that point, Klal Yisroel became exclusively 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s. 

 The sole purpose – ”ויאכל בעז וישת וייטב לבו“ Rus 3:7 - משיב נפש 
in a Tzaddik eating and drinking is so that he can have the strength to serve 
his Creator.  The Posuk says that Boaz was of glad heart that day.  It was not 
Shabbos or Yom Tov.  Since Boaz was a Tzaddik, obviously there must have 
been a reason for him to be especially happy on a weekday.  That is why the 
Medrash gives different explanations for his happiness on that day.   

“ 2:2 – פרקי אבות  יפה  –רבן גמליאל בנו של רבי יהודה הנשיא אומר 
רה עם דרך ארץתלמוד תו ” – “Rabban Gamliel the son of Rebbe Yehuda 

Hanasi says – Torah study is good together with an occupation, for the 

exertion of both makes sin forgotten.”  All Torah study that is not joined with 
work will cease in the end, and leads to sin. 
וח חייםר   – Avos 2:2 “יפה תלמוד תורה עם דרך ארץ” – Brochos 35b 
– “ כי , אמר להו רבא לרבנן במטותא מינייכו ביומי ניסן וביומי תשרי לא תתחזו קמאי
 Rava would say to his Talmidim – ‘I beg“ – ”היכי דלא תטרדו במזוניכו כלא שתא
of you that during the days of Nissan and Tishrei do not appear before me, so 
that you will not be preoccupied with your sustenance the entire year.”  Rava 
wanted his Talmidim to go work the fields during these two months for they 
are the best months to work the field, thereby they would not have to work 
the field the other ten months of the year.  Chas V’sholom that Rava was 
suggesting that his Talmidim should work for two months and not learn 
Torah during that time.  Rather while they were working, their minds were to 
be on the Torah Hakdosha – plumbing the depths of the Torah Hakdosha.  
We see this concept by Boaz (Rus 3:7) where the Medrash explains that “ ויטב
 – means that while he was working the land, he learned Torah.  Avos 2:2 ”לבו
When one learns the Torah with his mind while performing physical labor, his 
sins are forgotten.   
 For the entire“ – ”שכל העולם כלו כדאי הוא לו“ Avos 6:1 – רוח חיים 
world is worthwhile for his sake alone (one who learns the Torah 
Hakdosha).”  For if for one moment words of Torah would cease from this 
world, the world would revert back to emptiness and nothingness.  
שעסק “ – ”וישת וייטב לבו“ Rus Rabbah 5:15 - משנת דרבי אליעזר 
ואקחה פת לחם וסעדו “ Boaz engaged in Torah study.  Bereishis 18:5 – ”בתורה
 ”.I will fetch a morsel of bread that you may sustain your hearts“ – ”לבכם
Avrohom Avinu was providing food for the Malachim who came to visit him.  
Rashi explains that the Posuk says, “לבכם”, “your hearts” (one heart for each 
of the three Malachim) and not “לבבכם” – “your hearts” (two hearts for each 
person; the Yetzer Tov and the Yetzer Hara).  We learn from the Loshon of 
 that the Malachim only have one Yetzer, the Yetzer Tov.  The ”לבכם“
Medrash knows that Boaz was learning Torah because the Posuk says “לבו”, 
“his heart”, and not “לבבו”, “his hearts”.  Kiddushin 30b – The antidote 
against the Yetzer Hara is the study of Torah.  Boaz was learning the Torah 
Hakdosha, thereby eradicating the Yetzer Hara, being left with “לבו”, one 
heart – the Yetzer Tov. 
 A“ – ”לעולם ירגיז אדם יצר טוב על יצר הרע“– 5a – מסכת ברכות 
person must constantly agitate his Yetzer Tov to fight against his Yetzer Hara 
as it says in the Posuk – Tehillim 4:5 “רגזו ואל תחטאו” – “Tremble and sin 
not.”  If he vanquishes the Yetzer Hara, good, if not he should engage in 
Torah study as it says further in the Posuk “אמרו בלבבכם” – “reflect in your 
hearts.” 
 How is it derived from – ”אמרו בלבבכם“ – Brochos 5a – בן יהוידע 
these words that one should engage in Torah study to vanquish the Yetzer 
Hara?  “ תורתי אל תעזבי, כי לקח טוב נתתי לכם ” – “For I have given you a good 
teaching, do not forsake My Torah.”  If one carries merchandise, he needs to 
fear thieves and robbers.  If he has Torah, he has nothing to fear for that is 
within his heart, and cannot be stolen.  The heart is the storage house for 
one’s Torah, for there it is safe.  “אמרו בלבבכם” – “Reflect in your hearts” – 
one should reflect upon what is in the storage house of his heart, the Torah 
Hakdosha. 
כל העוסק בתורה לשמה “ Shavuos – Pirkei Avos 6:1 – קרן לדוד 
”זוכה לדברים הרבה  – “Whoever engages in Torah study for its own sake 
merits many things.”  Why is Torah called “Torah” and not “Chochma” or 
something of the sort?  The purpose of learning the Torah is to perform what 
it says to do in the Torah.  The Torah is called as such from a Loshon of 
 to instruct.”  The Torah tells us how we are to live our lives.  To“ – ”הוראה“
merit many good things, one should engage in Torah study “לשמה”, to follow 
the meaning of the “name” of the Torah – that is to perform what it says in 
the Torah.   
“ – Mitzvah 306 – חינוך  והיא , קרן של ישראל אינו אלא התורהכל עי
 ,The Ikar of Klal Yisroel is only the Torah“ – ”העיקר והסיבה שנגאלו ממצרים
and that is the main reason that we were redeemed from Mitzrayim.” The 
heavens and the earth were only created because of the Torah.  The reason 
that Klal Yisroel were taken out of Mitzrayim was so that they would be 
Mekabel the Torah and keep the Torah.  
 Perhaps now we can understand what the meaning of the words, 
“And his heart was merry.”  The Medrash gives us different explanations for 
these words, and they all seem to fit together.  Boaz was the Godol Hador.  
His concern was Klal Yisroel.  He Davened that the famine should end, and all 
of Klal Yisroel should have what to eat.  He was happy that there was food 
for Klal Yisroel to eat and that their Tefilos were answered.  He was learning 
the Torah Hakdosha.  When a Tzaddik eats food, that too is Avodas Hashem. 
The Torah dictates each and every part of our lives.  The Torah tells us how 
we should eat, and how to Bentch the Ribbono Shel Olam.  Boaz wanted a 
wife so that there would be more people in the world who would follow the 
Rotzon Hashem.  The Torah is our lifeline in this world and in the world to 
come.  May we be Zoche to be Mekabel the Torah Hakdosha properly, and 
follow its “הוראה”. 
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Devorim 4:9,10 “ פן תשכח את הדברים אשר ראו

 ”עיניך...  יום אשר עמדת לפני ד' אלקיך בחרב...

“Do not forget the things that your eyes saw, and 

do not remove them from your heart all of the days 

of your life, and make them known to your children and your children’s 

children.  The day that you stood before Hashem, your G-d, at Chorev 

(another name for Har Sinai).”  Rashi – The Torah is telling us that we 

must remember the day that we stood at Har Chorev, the day that we 

saw the thunder and lightning.  What is the significance in remembering 

the day that we stood at Har Chorev and saw the thunder and lightning?  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ן"רמב   – Devorim 4:9 “ שר ראו עיניךפן תשכח את הדברים א ” – 

The Torah commands us not to forget the “ סיני מעמד הר ” – “The 

assembly at Har Sinai”, and the things that our eyes beheld there, such 

as the thunder, the lightning, His glory, and His greatness.  We must 

remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s words that we heard from the midst 

of the fire.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu made that assembly so that Klal Yisroel 

shall learn to fear Him all of their days, and teach it to our children; 

generation after generation.  The purpose of this commandment is very 

great.  Had the words of the Torah come from Moshe’s mouth alone (vs. 

coming from Hashem) this may have resulted in a misunderstanding for 

future generations:  Klal Yisroel may have incorrectly surmised that if the 

Torah came from the mouth of Moshe alone, (a human being – albeit 

one whose Nevuah was authenticated), then if later on another Navi 

would come along and command Klal Yisroel to do something contrary 

to the Torah, that it is permissible.   Now that we heard the Torah at Har 

Sinai directly from the mouth of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, with no 

intermediary, we can contradict anyone who argues or casts doubt on 

the Torah Hakdosha.   

ם"רמב   – Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah 8:1 “ משה רבינו לא האמינו

 Klal Yisroel did not believe Moshe“ – ”בו ישראל מפני האותות שעשה

Rabbeinu because of the great miracles he performed.”  With what did 

Klal Yisroel believe in Moshe?  מעמד הר סיני – Klal Yisroel saw with their 

own eyes and heard with their own ears the fire, thunder, and lightning.  

They heard Hakodosh Boruch Hu say, “Moshe, Moshe, go tell Klal Yisroel 

such and such.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu sent Klal Yisroel back to their tents 

and Moshe remained with Him, for Him to teach Moshe the Torah 

Hakdosha to give over to Klal Yisroel. 

פן תשכח את הדברים אשר ראו “ Devorim 4:9 - מגילת אסתר 

 Why is this Mitzvah not counted in the Taryag Mitzvos – ”עיניך

according the Rambam?  The Rambam holds that the Mitzvah of 

remembering מעמד הר סיני encompasses the entire Torah.  It is 

fundamental to all of the Taryag Mitzvos.   

“ – Shavuos 8:10,30 – פחד יצחק  ם גוף התורה שניתנה ביחד ע

ניתנה גם כן כבודה של תורה על , לנו על הר סיני על ידי השמעת הדברות

 Together with the actual giving of the“ – ”ידי הקולות והלפידים וההר עשן

Torah on Har Sinai through hearing the Aseres Hadibros, Kovod Hatorah 

was given to Klal Yisroel through the thunder, lightning, and fire.”  Just 

as things which are heard were seen at Har Sinai, and things which are 

seen were heard, so too for future generations will have an inextricable 

bond between the actual Torah Hakdosha, and Kovod Hatorah like 

flames in coals.  מעמד הר סיני is about the Hischadshus of Kabalas 

Matan Torah, the Chashivus Hatorah, and Kovod Hatorah. 

ששים רבוא הוא כל הפרטים של כלל “ – Shavuos – אור גדליהו 

 There are six hundred thousand in Klal Yisroel K’neged the six – ”ישראל

hundred thousand letters of the Torah.  (These numbers are Remazim, 

not necessarily actual numbers).  If there is even one letter in the Torah 

missing, the Sefer Torah is Posul, so too the Shlaimus of Klal Yisroel is 

actualized only when each and every Yid in Klal Yisroel is together as 

one.  Shemos 19:2 “ויחן שם ישראל” – Klal Yisroel camped there.  Rashi 

says that it is written in Loshon Yachid because Klal Yisroel were there 

like one person with one heart.  It was Klal Yisroel together as one 

cohesive unit that made them worthy of receiving the Torah. 

) – בלזר רבי  א"מהר ) – Zemiros Shabbos – Yom Shabboson – 

“ אחד ברוך ' ובאו כולם בברית יחד נעשה ונשמע אמרו כאחד ופתחו וענו ד

 All of them (Klal Yisroel) joined in a Bris together, we“ – ”הנותן ליעף כח

will do and we will listen they said as one, they opened their mouths and 

called out, ‘Hashem is One’, blessed be He Who gives to the exhausted 

strength.”  Shemos 20:1 – Rashi says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu said the 

Aseres Hadibros in one Dibur, that which cannot be done by a human 

being.  How did Klal Yisroel understand it?  Klal Yisroel, as a unit, 

responded that Hashem is One. They were saying that they did not 

understand it, rather that they understand it was the great Koach of 

Hashem.  They were ready to follow His Rotzon whether they 

understood it or not.  

ם שיק"מהר  - Derush 110 – Shemos 20:15,17 – “ וכל העם רואים

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch – ”את הקולות ואת הלפידים ואת קול השופר

Hu give Klal Yisroel the Torah with much commotion, thunder and 

lightning?  We are to learn a very important lesson in life from this.  

There are times that one will feel that there is much turmoil going on his 

life, or in the world at large.  We were given the Torah with much 

commotion to teach us that no matter what the situation is, we must 

adhere to the Torah. 

ישראל שעמדו על הר סיני פסקה “ – Shabbos 146a – בן יהוידע 

 Yisroel, who stood at Har Sinai to accept the Torah, their“ – ”זוהמתן

Zuhama, impurity, was removed.”  At  סיני מעמד הר , something 

wondrous occurred. When the fire came down upon the mountain, all of 

the air left from the place where Klal Yisroel were standing.  Klal Yisroel 

were standing in a place devoid of air, a place where a human being 

could not survive even for a moment.  They were sustained with life 

through a miracle.  It is the air that does not allow one to see voices.  

Being that there was no air, Klal Yisroel were able to see the Voice of 

Hashem.  Even before receiving the Torah, the Zuhama of this world 

dissipated, and Klal Yisroel were able to see the mighty, awesome Voice 

of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  

א"גר   – Chavakuk 3:2 (Shavuos Haftorah) – “ שמעתי שמעך ' ד

פעלך בקרב שנים חייהו בקרב שנים תוגיע ברגז רחם תזכר' יראתי ד ” – “O 

Hashem, I have heard Your news (of impending Golus) I was afraid; O 

Hashem during those years, keep Your accomplishments alive;  in the 

midst of the years, make it known. Amid rage, remember to be 

merciful.”  פעלך  – Refers to the Luchos, a creation of Hashem.  When 

the Luchos were broken the letters flew off of the Luchos.  This 

represented the death of the Luchos.  Had the Luchos not been broken, 

it would have lasted for eternity, as Klal Yisroel would have had 

Nitzchiyus.  Before Techiyas Hameisim, the letters of the Luchos will go 

back onto the Luchos.  This will cause there to be Techiyas Hameisim.   

ירבינו בחי   – Devorim 4:9 “ פן תשכח את הדברים אשר ראו

 from his heart, will come to be a מעמד הר סיני One who forgets – ”עיניך

Kofer in the Ikar Hatorah.  This will cause him to lose his Guf and his 

Neshama.  

 When saying the – ”אשר בחר בנו מכל העמים“ – O”C 47 -טור 

Brocha of “אשר בחר בנו”, one must have in mind that we were chosen 
over all other nations to receive the Torah and that we were brought to 

Har Sinai.  We heard the words of the Torah amidst a great fire, and we 

were given the Torah which is our life support.   

 The Arizal – ”ובנו בחרת מכל עם ולשון“ O”C 60:2 – מגן אברהם 

says that there is a Mitzvah to remember מעמד הר סיני each and every 

day when one says Ahava Rabbah, “ובנו בחרת מכל עם ולשון.”   

 Perhaps now we can understand the significance of us being 

at Har Sinai.  All of Klal Yisroel, including the Neshomos of all future 

generations, were at Har Sinai.  Klal Yisroel, as one unit, saw the 

awesome power of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  They saw the Voice of the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  There was no air, and Klal Yisroel were living 

through a miracle.  We must realize that the Torah Hakdosha is the true 

Chiyus in this world.  Without the Torah, there is no life.  We must feel 

the Hischadshus of the Torah.  Each time we learn the Torah, we are 

giving ourselves air to sustain ourselves.  No matter what the situation in 

our lives, the place we must turn to is the Torah Hakdosha.  May we be 

Zoche to truly see ourselves at מעמד הר סיני, and be Zoche to see the 

first Luchos rewritten במהרה בימינו אמן! 


