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 חיי שרהפרשת 

 

ֶלְך ֶאל  ֶלְך ְוָכל טּוב ֲאֹדָניו ְבָידֹו ַוָיָקם ַויֵּ י ֲאֹדָניו ַויֵּ ְגַמלֵּ ים מִּ ַקח ָהֶעֶבד ֲעָשָרה ְגַמלִּ ַויִּ
יר ָנחֹור ם ֶאל עִּ   ֲאַרם ַנֲהַריִּ

“And the servant took ten camels of his master’s camels, and he went, 

and all the best of his master was in his hand; and he arose, and he went 

to Aram Naharaim, to the city of Nachor” (24:10) 

Why are the camels referred to as “his master’s camels”?  Rashi 

explains that everyone recognized these camels as belonging to Avraham 

because they wore muzzles to prevent them from eating in fields that did not 

belong to their owner.  Their distinctive appearance revealed the moral 

lifestyle of their owner, who could only be Avraham.    

Just as with Avraham’s camels, the fact that we follow a moral code 

of conduct as communicated by the Torah should be readily apparent to 

those who interact with us.  We should always be recognizable as Jews 

through the way in which we talk, the way in which we conduct business, 

and the way in which we act at work, at home and during our leisure time.   
 

לֶ  ה ְוַגם ְגַמֶליָך ְוָהָיה ַהַנֲעָר ֲאֶשר ֹאַמר אֵּ ְך ְוֶאְשֶתה ְוָאְמָרה ְשתֵּ י ָנא ַכדֵּ יָה ַהטִּ
י ם ֲאֹדנִּ יָת ֶחֶסד עִּ י ָעשִּ ַדע כִּ ְצָחק ּוָבּה אֵּ   ַאְשֶקה ֹאָתּה ֹהַכְחָת ְלַעְבְדָך ְליִּ

“And it will be, that the maiden to whom I will say: Lower your pitcher 

and I will drink, and she will say: Drink, and I will also water your 

camels, her have You designated for Your servant, for Yitzchak, and 

through her may I know that You have performed loving kindness with 

my master” (24:14)  

Chazal (Taanis 24a) present an aphorism that when investigating a 

potential bride, if one sees that her eyes are beautiful, then he need not check 

the rest of her.  Kli Yakar points out that this is a very strange thing to say.  

First of all, it isn’t necessarily true, and second of all, since when did Chazal 

focus on external beauty as the most important factor when seeking a 

marriage partner?   

Kli Yakar explains that beautiful eyes are a metaphor for looking 
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kindly upon others and trying to help them.  A person who has the character 

trait of chesed certainly has perfected other character traits as well and 

possesses a refined character overall.  That is why this is the touchstone for 

what makes a good spouse and that is why Avraham’s servant used kindness 

as the key indicator in his search for Yitzchak’s wife.  Chesed is the pinnacle 

of all good middos.   

 

ְשָקלֹו ּוְשנֵּי  יש ֶנֶזם ָזָהב ֶבַקע מִּ ַקח ָהאִּ ְשתֹות ַויִּ ים לִּ לּו ַהְגַמלִּ י ַכֲאֶשר כִּ ַוְיהִּ
ים ַעל ָיֶדיָה ֲעשָ  ידִּ ְשָקָלםְצמִּ   ָרה ָזָהב מִּ

“Now it came about, when the camels had finished drinking, that the 

man took a golden nose ring, weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets 

for her hands, weighing ten gold shekels” (24:22) 

 Rashi cites the Midrash which says that the jewelry that Avraham’s 

servant gave to Rivkah and their weights contained hints to mitzvos that her 

descendants would observe in the future.  The nose weighed a half-shekel, 

the amount that the Bnei Yisrael gave to the Bais HaMikdash each year.  

The two bracelets weighing ten shekels hinted at the two tablets which 

would contain the ten commandments.   

Why did the jewelry hint at these particular concepts out of all the 

mitzvos in the Torah?  The Maharal of Prague, in his sefer Gur Aryeh, 

explains this based on the statement in Pirkei Avos (1:2) that the world rests 

on three pillars: Torah, Avodah (service of Hashem or prayer) and Gemillus 

Chasadim (kindness).  Rivkah had demonstrated that she had mastered the 

third pillar, but the jewelry gifted to her served as a reminder that as a 

mother of the Jewish people, she would play an important role in the other 

two pillars as well.  These pillars are referenced through the jewelry because 

the half-shekel contributions were used to fund communal offerings in the 

Bais HaMikdash (avodah) and the luchos were the means through which the 

Torah was given to the Jewish people.   

A Jewish woman’s role is not confined to doing good deeds.  She is 

also responsible for enabling and encouraging her husband and children to 

study Torah and to pray to Hashem for their success.  All three pillars upon 

which the world continues to exist are part of the Jewish woman’s role.  This 
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is the message that Avraham’s servant conveyed to the girl that he had 

selected as the next matriarch of the Jewish people. 
 

ם  ָנחֵּ ָשה ַוֶיֱאָהֶבָה ַויִּ י לֹו ְלאִּ ְבָקה ַוְתהִּ ַקח ֶאת רִּ ּמֹו ַויִּ ְצָחק ָהֹאֱהָלה ָשָרה אִּ ֶאָה יִּ ַוְיבִּ
ּמוֹ  י אִּ ְצָחק ַאֲחרֵּ  יִּ

 “And Yitzchak brought her to the tent of Sarah his mother, and he 

took Rivkah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. And Yitzchak 

was comforted for the loss of his mother” (24:67)  

The Rosh (Kesubos 1:12) notes that the blessing recited under the 

chuppah for the mitzvah of kiddushin is unique in that it mentions that which 

is forbidden along with the permitted.  It says that we are forbidden to a 

woman while she is merely betrothed to us, but she becomes permitted once 

properly married through chuppah and kiddushin.  The unique formulation 

of this bracha is due to the fact that it is not a bracha recited for the 

performance of a mitzvah, but rather a bracha of praise to Hashem, thanking 

him for the valuable institution of marriage and the key role that it plays in 

our society.   

In fact, the Rosh says that no mitzvah is performed when one gets 

married.  The true mitzvah is to have children and getting married is a 

preliminary step that enables a person to perform this mitzvah.  That is why 

kiddushin does not have the usual run-of-the-mill bracha recited for other 

mitzvos.   

As we read this parsha about the first Jewish marriage, it is important 

that we remember the value of marriage and family in a Torah community, 

especially as such values become less popular in society at large.  We are 

blessed by Hashem to have such institutions which ensure Jewish continuity 

and help us serve Hashem in the best possible way. 
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