
ויאמר אלקים אל בלעם לא תלך עמהם 

)כב:יג(לא תאר את העם כי ברוך הוא   

HaShem said to Bilaam “You shall not go with 

them! You shall not curse the people, for it is 

blessed!” (22:13) 

After being told by HaShem that he 

cannot curse the Jews, Bilaam makes a 

final attempt and requests the privilege of 

giving them a brocha. HaShem responds 

that Klal Yisroel does not need the brocha 

of Bilaam because they are already 

blessed. Rashi quotes the famous mashal 

of a bee; lo m'duvshaich velo m'uktzaich- 

not from your honey and not from your 

stinger. 

If we examine this mashal, there is a very 

poignant lesson that can be learned. 

There is a halacha that something that 

emanates from an impure animal is 

considered impure and therefore not 

kosher. It is for this reason that we have 

halachos regarding chalav yisroel- to 

insure that the milk is 100% from a 

kosher animal. 

Although it comes as no surprise that a 

bee is not kosher, still and all, the honey is 

permissible to eat. The reason is because 

the bee is only the facilitator of the honey. 

In “honey production 101”, we learn that 

when we see a bee buzzing around 

flowers, it is actually searching for sweet 

nectar to bring back to its hive. The next 

step is the flapping of their wings to cause 

the water within the nectar to evaporate. 

What remains is known as honey. 

On the other hand, the stinger of the bee 

comes directly from within the bee itself. 

With its stinger, the bee can allow its own 

venom to penetrate into a person. This is 

the difference between matter that comes 

from within and matter that was only 

being "watched" by the bee, but did not 

actually belong to it.  

The Vishiva Rav zt"l explains that Bilaam 

can be likened to the bee. The brochos 

that he dispenses do not come from 

within; rather, he is merely a carrier of 

Hashem's brochos. He can take no credit 

for them, as they are not his. However, his 

curses and wicked advice; these come 

from deep within, from his koach hara. 

Therefore, we tell Bilaam, lo m'duvshaich 

velo m'uktzaich. We have no interest in his 

brochos, as they come from HaShem, and 

Bilaam does not even have the power to 

affect them. Why shall we go through a 

middle man to receive them, if we can just 

go directly to HaShem? And surely, we 

don’t want your curses that stem from 

your deep hatred of the Jews. We want 

nothing to do with you at all. 

The message is clear: all brocha that we 

experience in this world comes from 

HaShem. There is no reason to go through 

alternate sources. Let us realize and 

internalize this and always remember to 

thank HaShem for the brocha that He 

continuously bestows upon us. 

Good Shabbos,         מרדכי אפפעל 

דרכים 
 בפרשה
 בלק

 

R’ Mordechai Appel, an 
alumnus of Yeshivas 
Mir Yerushalayim, is a 
regular Maggid Shiur in 
the Toronto community 

 


