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Ki Seitzei 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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You shall surely send away the mother (bird) 

The Gemara teaches (Brachos 33b): if someone 

Hashem has mercy on the mother bird (by commanding us to first send away 

the mother before taking the children), He should also 

are required to tell him to be quiet. The reason is 

dividual is turning Hashem’s commandments into 

reality they are decree’s that are beyond our comprehension

The Zera Shimshon asks that the Medrash (Rabba 6:1) clearly 

contradicts this Halacha. The Medrash says that Hashem had

birds as the passuk says etc. You shall surely send away the mother

that the underlying reason for this mitzva is mercy? 

Before answering, the Zera Shimshon brings another Medrash and 

asks on it. The Medrash (ibid 3) says that in the merit of the mit

Shilu’ach HaKen, one merits having children. The Zera Shimshon

the merit of fulfilling the mitzva of Shilu’ach HaKen that one merits children?

The Zera Shimshon explains this specific reward based on yet another 

Medrash that says that by fulfilling the mitzva of Shilu’ach HaKen

 of Moshiach closer. 

Being that the Gemara says (Yevamos 62a) that Moshiach will only 

come once all the neshamos have come through this world, it only make

sense that in the merit of Shilu’ach HaKen, which

closer, that one should merit having children and help all those nes

that still have to come down to this world. 

To explain why this mitzva helps bring the arrival of 

Zera Shimshon says as follows: 

The Zohar says (Chodosh Rus 77a) that when one sends away the 

mother bird, she is in such terrible pain that she wants to kill herself and the 

angel that governs over the birds asks Hashem to have mercy on 

Hashem hears this request, He Himself feels mercy for the Jewish people that 

He destroyed the Bais HaMikdash and sent the Jewish people into exile.

is how the mitzva of Shilu’ach HaKen brings Moshiach closer.

herefore, although this mitzva does stir up Heavenly mercy on the 

Jewish people, the mercy is only an outcome of the 

Thus, the Gemara and the Medrash do not contradict each other. 

Gemara says that one should not say that the reason 

Shilu’ach HaKen is a show of Hashem’s mercy since in fact it isn’t. The

understands that the Medrash on the other hand, is referring to the 

t comes as a result of the mitzva, not as the reason
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לרפואה משה יהודה ב רחל מרי�
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comprehension. 
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Thus, the Gemara and the Medrash do not contradict each other. 

says that one should not say that the reason behind the mitzva of 

Shilu’ach HaKen is a show of Hashem’s mercy since in fact it isn’t. The Zera 

Medrash on the other hand, is referring to the 

reason for the mitzva.    
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