
Throughout parshas Kedoshim there are many mitzvos that are joined together in one pasuk. 

An example of that is the mitzvah of fearing one’s parents, and keeping Shabbos (19: 3). The 

classic explanation is that one must keep Shabbos even if it means disobeying his parents. 

However this week I saw a different pshat in the name of R’ Yonason Eyebshitz that I thought 

others might enjoy.  The Gemorah in Eiruvin (13b) has a debate between Beis Hillel and Beis 

Shamai that lasted for two in a half years, they debated the question as to whether it was 

better for regular people (not tzadikim) to be created or not. In the end they concluded that it 

would have been better to never create regular people however, now that we are here we 

must refine, and examine our ways. 

 R’Yonason asks based on this Gemarah, why do I have to honor my parents since they 

brought me to a place that is not good for me? He answers based on a different Gemarah  in 

Shabbos(118b).” Anyone who keeps Shabbos properly, even if they have done sins as terrible 

as the generation of Enosh will be forgiven”.  

We see that the guarding of Shabbos helps to gain forgiveness from sin, and without sin it 

would certainly have been worthwhile for mankind to have been created. And then one would 

have reason to honor their parents who brought them here.  

Thus, the juxtaposition of these two mitzvos is to show that when one honors Shabbos, and 

creates a   sin free world, it would have been worthwhile to have been created. If so, honoring 

of parents would be very fitting. 

 

 

Last Week’s Question: 

Where do we find a Mitzvah that can be 

fulfilled by a statement of no more 

than 10 words? 

Answer:  

Sefiras Haomer 

 

This week’s Question:  

How is it possible? All are duty bound to fulfill 

this Mitzvah; it is because I am a salesman 

that I am obligated to fulfill it approximately 

500 times a day? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as a zechus 

for their children to grow up into Yidden that bring 

Hashem tremendous nachas. 

 

The final time the Kohen dons  

his white garments on Yom 

Kippur is to retrieve the incense 

pan and spoon from the Kodesh 

Hakadoshim. The Bal Shem Tov 

asks why it is necessary to get 

dressed once again just to clean 

up the used utensils.  Based on 

this, he concludes that cleaning 

up from the avodah is just as 

choshuv as the actual avodah. If 

serving a Talmid Chacham is 

choshuv, then cleaning up after 

him is just as choshuv. This goes 

for Shabbos as well, getting 

ready for Shabbos and cleaning 

up after Shabbos are on the 

same level.  

Clean Up Hitter 

Renov Family in memory of ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

קדושים -אחרי מות    

A Perfect World 

 רבות מחשבות



This parsha was said in the presence of all the Jewish people. Rashi explains that the reason this parsha was said in front of everyone was 

because the majority of the Torah is dependent on it. Rashi would seem to imply that the majority of the 613 mitzvos are contained within 

this parsha. However, this parsha only contains 51 mitzvos which is not even close to half of 613 in the Torah and there happens to be 

other parshiyos with more than 51 mitzvos. What did Rashi mean that it contains the majority of the Torah?   

I heard two answers from R’ Yosef Chaim Schwab  

1  . All of the Aseras Hadibros are alluded to in some way in this Parsha. And all the mitzvos are found within the Aseras Hadibros. 

2. This week’s parsha contains within it the pasuk of “Love Your neighbor as you love yourself” (19:18). Hillel says (Shabbos 31a) this 

concept of “Love your neighbor….” is a general rule of the Torah and everything else is just commentary.  

 

The Chasam Sofer points out a contradiction between two statements made by Rebbi Akiva. On one hand, R’Akiva said “A 

fundamental concept in Judaism is ‘love your neighbor as you love yourself’(Toras Kohanim). He also said “Your life comes 

before your brother’s life.”(Baba Metizah 62a). These two statements seem to stress two opposite lessons. On the one 

hand, we see your life comes before your fellow man’s life. On the other hand, we see that you should love your neighbor 

like yourself, which implies perhaps his life is at least of equal importance to your own.  

The Chasam Sofer answers that, when it comes to Olam Hazeh, this world, your life is first. A person has to keep himself 

alive before he worries about someone else’s life. When it comes to Torah, which is eternity, Olam Haba’a, then your 

friend comes first. Even if it means he will miss out on some of his own learning. That is why R’Akiva said it is a 

fundamental concept, because the concept applies specifically to the area of Torah. 

It’s Worth the Effort 

“As part of the prelude to the parsha of forbidden relationships, the Torah writes (18:5) “Ani Hashem”. 

Rashi comments that this means “I am reliable to give the proper reward”. R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz finds a 

tremendous significance to that fact that the introduction to these prohibitions are “Hashem will reward 

those who are careful with these matters”. Due to the fact that the nature of man is to be drawn to these 

temptations, one needs something to draw him in the opposite direction. Thus the Torah is testifying to 

the great reward to those who refrain from these temptations. I think the famous saying that is used in 

The 12 Step program is very fitting for this thought with some slight changes. “It works if you work it, 

so work it cause you're worth it". I would like to say “Hashem rewards if you work it, so work it 

cause it’s worth it." 

קדושים -אחרי מות  

 It’s All There 
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