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This issue is dedicated l’illui nishmas/in memory of Rebbetzin Chana Lazarus, a woman who lived to constantly count her blessings. 

She would always look, notice, and verbalize how HaShem is providing her with so many good things. 

This led her to trust in Hashem in all life situations as she knew that Hashem always does only good, even if we can't understand it. 

She passed this lesson onto her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren and was the greatest mother-in-law a Rebbe could 

ask for. 
 

“And Yosef brought evil reports of them to their father… And Yisrael loved Yosef from all his 
sons because he was the son of his old age...” (Genesis 37:2-3) 

Take a Look:  A superficial review of this story seems to be a typical dysfunctional family situation. The 

spoiled baby brother ingratiates himself with his father by making his brothers look bad. In fact, this is how 

Yosef’s brothers viewed it. However, this couldn’t be further from the truth. 

Anyone who has studied the laws of Lashon Hara, forbidden speech, and has become sensitized to it, knows 

that when someone speaks ill of another, it does not raise the speaker’s stature in his eyes.  On the contrary, 

it lowers the esteem the listener has for the talebearer.  Yet, the Torah’s very next verse is that Yaakov loved 

Yosef more than any of his sons.  Why?  The Torah tells us right away – because he was a ‘ben zekunim,’ a 

child of his old age. 

In truth, since Yaakov married at the age of eighty-four, all his sons were born in his old age.  Yissachar and 

Zevulun, Leah’s youngest sons, were only a year or two older than Yosef. The Ramban explains, though, 

that it is natural for an elderly parent to choose one of his sons to escort him.  When he walks, he will hold 

the boy’s hand and lean on him.  The son Yaakov chose was Yosef, the last of the eleven children to be born. 

(Binyamin would not be born until later.) This choice had additional consequences.  

The Targum Onkelos explains ‘ben zekunim’ to mean ‘a wise son.’  When Yosef was with Yaakov, it was 

clear that he was a wise and mature boy, worthy of being taught all the Torah Yaakov had learned in the 

fourteen years he was at the Yeshiva of Shem and Ever.  If so, why would Yosef speak ill of his brothers and 

why did Yaakov favor him if he was a tale bearer? 

Take Another Look:  It is precisely because Yaakov spent so much time with Yosef that he got to know 

who Yosef really was.  Not who he appeared to be when horsing around with his half-brothers, not who the 

brothers thought he was when he spoke ill of them, but who he truly was. 

Yaakov recognized that Yosef had a deep, abiding love for his siblings and wanted the best for them. When 

Yosef saw something bad, he ran to his father not so his 

brothers might be viewed negatively, but so Yaakov might 

correct their ways and help them to be the completely righteous 

and wonderful people Yosef knew they could be.  When he saw 

something that might be beneath them, he was horrified, 

because he knew this was not the real person shining through. 

In fact, we even have a hint to this in our verse.  It says Yosef 

brought evil reports to ‘their father.’  Had Yosef been looking 

for personal stature, it would have said he reported back to ‘his 

father.’  Because it refers to Yaakov as the brothers’ father, it 

reveals Yosef’s true intentions, which were to have Yaakov help 

his sons to be their best.  Yosef’s speech was not ‘forbidden’ because his words came out of concern for his 

brothers and were allowed by the Torah for ‘to’eles,’ constructive purpose.   

Why did Yaakov love Yosef more than all his sons?  Because Yaakov took the time to get to know Yosef 

and realized just how much love he had for his brothers.  Perhaps, if we took the time to get to know people 

and to see their greatness, we would find ourselves more able to love them too. 
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During their sojourn in the wilderness for 40 years, the Jews camped in 42 different locations.  The 
25th place the Jews arrived during their travels was called Chashmona.  This hints to the 
Chashmona’im, heroes of the Chanukah story, who finally overcame the Greek army with a 
complete victory on the 25th of Kislev.  But this is not the only Chanukah reference in the Torah.  In 
addition, the 25th word in the Torah is, ‘ohr,’ light, hinting to the light of Chanukah which would 
occur on the 25th of Kislev.   

In fact, there is yet another reference to Chanukah in the Torah.  Parshas Mikeitz, which always 
falls out on Chanukah, has 2025 words.  The 25 is again a reference to the date, the 25th of Kislev, 
while the 2000 equals the numerical value of the word ‘ner,’ meaning candle or light, which equals 
250, times the 8 days the menorah miraculously burned. 

So what does this all mean for us?  I mean, just how many hidden references to Chanukah do we 
need?! 

The first thing to recognize is that the travels in the desert occurred centuries before the miracle 
of Chanukah.  The fact that it is referenced in the travels of the Jews should serve to point out that 
HaShem has a Master Plan in which all events have their time and place.  Things do not unfold by 
coincidence.  Rather, they happen exactly as they are supposed to.  Even more compelling is the 
fact that in the Torah which was written 2000 generations before the world was created, the 25th 
word in the story of Creation already alluded to the salvation HaShem would bring millennia later. 

Finally, our sages tell us that when Yosef was taken to Egypt, Yaakov cried.  HaShem disapproved, 
saying, “I am preparing the seeds of Israel’s redemption and you are crying!”  This lesson reminds 
us of the importance of recognizing HaShem’s constant involvement and concern with our welfare.  
The third allusion to Chanukah therefore takes place in the parsha of Mikeitz, when Yosef’s star 
begins to rise, to show us that this was the Divine plan all along. 

Perhaps there is a deep meaning in the multiple references?  Perhaps it is because the first 
reference, being the word “light” at the very beginning of Creation, hints to the miracles that G-d 

will do for us. The 25th destination in the wilderness, on the 
other hand, is a reference to the Chashmona’im, the people 
who fought valiantly for G-d’s honor, teaching us that the 
determination of Man to do HaShem’s will is also key, and it 
reminds us that this ability has been instilled in us well before it 
is actually needed. 

Finally, from the hidden allusion in the parsha read on Shabbos 
Chanukah, including the minute detail about the specific 
miracle which would occur with the candle on the 25th lasting 
for eight days, we see that just because we don’t see the plan 
unfolding, doesn’t mean that it isn’t moving along right on 
schedule.  What we see as mishaps or obstacles may very well 

be the building blocks of salvation taking form.  Therefore, all these allusions were given, so that 
we might have a fuller picture of how to view history and world events.  It reminds us that any 
bumps on the road of life are not accidents, but carefully positioned there by our loving Father in 
Heaven.  

Is it any mistake that as the nights grow longer, we are commanded to be the light, to light the light 
that will banish the darkness? 

Chanukah is not "the Jewish Xmas." If anything it is an affirmation that we hold our heads high in 
the face of those who would assimilate us and a time to tell our children and grandchildren that our 
ancestors were few in number yet were willing to give up their lives to remain practicing Jews. 

We understand that we were created to serve, and be in a relationship with, G-d... Who loves us 

very much.  As we reflect on the nature of the relationship let us look inside ourselves and ask 

what we can do for our Lover who gives us so much....     Love, DW, “The Rebbe” 


