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 בס"ד

The Clouds Of Glory Serve As A Lesson To Klal Yisroel 

To Always “Travel According To The Word Of Hashem”  

 

›› Why The Building Of The Mishkan Was Considered 

“Building On Condition To Rebuild In The Same 

Place” 

The verse (Bamidbor 9:20) states: “They camped 
according to the word of Hashem and they traveled 
according to the word of Hashem.”  

The Gemara (Shabbos 31B), when speaking of the 
forbidden labors of building and destruction on 
Shabbos, states that we rule if someone destroys a 
structure in order to build on the same piece of land he 
transgresses the prohibition of soser, destruction, and 
he is liable to be punished. However, if one destroys a 
structure in order to build in a different place, this is not 
soser, rather it is only mekalkel, ruining, and is not 
Biblical prohibited.  

Rabbah asks: We learn all of the 39 forbidden labors 
of Shabbos from the work that was done in the 
construction of the Mishkan. In the Mishkan, the work of 
taking apart the Mishkan was done in order to rebuild it 
in a different place. Thus, the Biblical prohibition of soser 
should apply in such an instance. The Gemara answers 
that the Mishkan is different, and one cannot infer 
anything from it, because “According to the bidding of 
Hashem we camped.” Therefore, it is considered as if it 
were taken apart to be rebuilt in the same place.     

The deep meaning of this Gemara needs much 
clarification.  

The Rabenu Chananel explains that because the 
nation only traveled when Hashem told them to, they 
therefore took apart the Mishkan with intent to rebuild 
it wherever Hashem commanded them – even if it would 
be in the same place. Therefore, it is considered taken 
apart with intent to rebuild it in the same spot.    

›› If One’s Bitachon Is Genuine He Is 

Always In Hashem’s Arms! 

Rav Chaim Shmulevitz zt”l (Sichos Mussar 

Maamar 33) explains the Gemara in a wondrous 

fashion. He states: “I remember to you the kindness of 
your youth, the love of your nuptials, your following Me 
in the desert, in a land where nothing grew (Yirmiya 2:2).” 
They did not enter the desert with intentions to die. 
Rather, they want with intentions to live. Even though 
the men, women and children went into a great desert 
full of venomous snakes, and scorpions, and with no 
water to drink, they did not feel any discomfort. For 
them, it was as if they were traveling through a 
developed land, with gardens and orchards. This was 
“the kindness of your youth, the love of your nuptials” – 
“nature” did not exist for them. All that existed was the 
Holy One Blessed be He. Wherever He told them to go 
they went with no considerations for the “nature” of 
that place. They were like a child being held in its 
mother’s arms. Even if the mother walks through a place 
full of wild animals and robbers, the baby is not 
concerned about this and does not even realize it is in a 
dangerous place. All it knows is that it is in its mother’s 
arms. 

Rav Shmulevitz continues: This is the explanation of 
the Gemara which says that the Mishkan was taken 
apart to rebuild it in the same place. The place of the 
nation never changed, no matter where they traveled. 
Wherever they went was with the word of Hashem, and 
they always felt like the only place they were in was in 
their mother’s arms.  

The nation reached such a high level of trust in 
Hashem when they were in the desert that they placed 
their trust completely in Hashem – like a child being 
carried in its mother’s arms.  

This is as Dovid Hamelech says (Tehilim 131:2): “Like a 
suckling child on its mother, like a suckling child was my 
soul with me.” They traveled from place to place in the 
desert for 40 years, making many stops in many 
different locations, but they always considered 

themselves to be in the same place. They 
always were in the arms of Hashem 
Yisborach. No travel they went through was 
too difficult or harrowing to change this lofty 
mindset.  
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›› The Reason For The Difficulties Of The Travels  

The Rishonim described the many difficulties the 
nation encountered during their travels. The verse states 
(9:19): “When the cloud lingered over the Mishkan for 
many days, the children of Yisroel kept the charge of 
Hashem and did not travel.” The Ramban states: The 
cloud lingered – even if the place was not good in their 
eyes and they desired greatly to travel away from it, if 
the cloud lingered there they still would not go against 
the will of Hashem, as it states, “The children of Yisroel 
kept the charge of Hashem and did not travel.” So too, 
even if the people were very tired, if the cloud moved 
after only a day or two they followed the 
cloud to fulfill the will of Hashem. 

The Ramban continues: It is stated 
(ibid:21) that they only stayed in some places 
for one night and then traveled in the 
morning, even though this was very hard 
for them. They also sometimes traveled 
through the night, then stayed in one place 
for a day and night, and then had to get up 
the next day and travel. This was very hard 
because they thought they were staying 
there and unpacked their wagons and now 
had to reload them.  

The Sforno also lists numerous 
difficulties involved in the travels, which 
displays the nations tremendous patience 
and trust in Hashem: They camped in the 
place Hashem the cloud stopped, even if it 
was a “desolate, howling wilderness 
(Devarim 32:10)”. Secondly, they stayed in the 
place until the cloud moved, even if it was 
a very bad place, and did not try to find a 
better place to camp. Thirdly, even if they 
were camped in a very good place for them 
and their livestock, they left as soon as the 
cloud moved, even if they only had been 
there a few days. Fourthly, they sometimes 
only stayed in a place for one night, which 
was not sufficient time to prepare to 
travel. Fifthly, they sometimes didn’t have 
enough time to prepare their needs and 
the needs of their livestock. Even if they 
had started preparing and were still in the middle, they 
would leave if the clouds moved. Sixthly, even if they 
were already in a place for a long time and had settled 
comfortably there, they would move if the clouds 
moved.  

The holy Ohr Hachaim also dwells on this great trust 
of the nation in Hashem: From here we see how 
praiseworthy the nation was. Even if the cloud lingered 
in one place for a year, they willingly camped there. And 
even if it only stayed for one night in a place before 
moving, they traveled. The verses equate the two 
occurrences – the nation traveling after just one evening 

of camping in one place and the traveling after a year in 
one place. After being in one place for a year they 
certainly were ready to travel, but after one night in a 
place they certainly were not. But the verse equates the 
two to say that in both instances their will was the same. 
They simply wanted to do the will of Hashem.  

Rav Yeruchim Levovitz zt”l describes the nation’s 
devotion in their travels as follows: The verse describes 
this as “the charge of Hashem.” It was considered a 
great mission and difficult task to uphold this charge of 
Hashem with love, and with no weariness or fatigue in 
any situation. This was an amazing fulfillment of 

Hashem’s mission.  

He goes on to tell his students: I see 
that you are not so impressed. But you 
would understand how impressed you 
should be if you would consider this using 
yourself as an example. If you are lacking 
any convenience here in Mir that you had in 
Hamburg, you get very upset, complain 
bitterly, and sometimes even get angry. 
But Klal Yisroel did not get the least bit 
upset because of the difficult troubles they 
encountered in the desert. They accepted 
it all with love and with no complaints. 
Hashem tested them greatly in this way, 
and they passed. They said (Devarim 13:5): 
“You shall follow Hashem our G-d” – which 
the Sifri says refers to the cloud. This is an 
amazing fulfillment of Hashem’s mission.  

›› The Clouds Relevance To Our Times 

Rav Yeruchim states further on this 
topic (Daas Chochmah U’mussar, Chelek 2, Maamar 32): 
“You shall follow Hashem your G-d.” The 
Ramban quotes the Sifri which says this 
refers to the cloud. The Ramban adds: 
“This is a commandment for all 
generations.” How does this 
commandment apply to future generations 
when there is no cloud? We see that it is a 
mistake to think that the cloud that guided 
the nation for 40 years was a one-time 
occurrence that was only meant to show 
the nation the way in the desert. Rather, 

this “cloud” actually is the symbol of the nation’s 
acceptance of a life devoted to trust in Hashem, and 
following Him wherever he takes them. This represents 
the lofty level of realizing that every step of man’s life is 
guided by Hashem – even his physical actions – and he 
has no “independence” at all. This was the lofty level the 
generation of the desert reached. They lived with this 
level of trust in Hashem. They entered the sea trusting in 
Hashem. They entered the desert with trust in Hashem. 
And they traveled in the barren desert with trust in 
Hashem. They merited the Divine cloud because of this 
trust that they exhibited. We do not merit this cloud 
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because we are not on their level of acting solely in 
fulfillment of the command of Hashem. But this 
commandment to try to reach this lofty level applies to 
all generations. We are tasked with trying to reach this 
great level, just as we must try to reach all holy levels, 
such as the levels of fearing and loving Hashem.  

He continues: Every person must try to act in this 
way. He must try not to act on his own – to attempt to 
only act in accordance with the command of Hashem 
with every step he takes, even in physical matters, as our 
forefathers did. 

 We also see this in the story of Eliezer the servant of 
Avrohom. He knew the name of Avrohom’s relatives, 
and he knew where they lived. He could have found 
where Rivka was on his own. Still and all, he would not 
go on his own or make his own decisions. Instead, he 
chose a sign (Bereishis 24:14) that would be a Heavenly 
proof. He said that the girl who would offer to draw 
water for him and his camels would be the right girl that 
Hashem chose for Yitzchok. This was because he only 
wished to go in fulfillment of Hashem’s will, and he used 
this sign to determine what Hashem desired. We see 
from this story that he lived his entire life in this manner 
– never acting on his own, and only following Hashem’s 
command.     

Thus, the command to follow the “cloud” does apply 
for all generations. Every generation is commanded to 
attempt to reach the level of “only traveling according 
to the word of Hashem.” Even though we lack the 
merits to have an actual cloud to lead us, Hashem sends 
signs to every generation, and to every person on his 
personal level, to show him which path He wants him to 
choose. Every individual is commanded to look for these 
signs and follow Hashem on the path He sends him on, 
even when he does not know where it leading him. 

Rav Yeruchim concludes by relating the following: It 
is related that there were great men who set out on 
journeys, only to have their wagon overturn on the road. 
When such a thing would happen, they would take this 
as a sign that Hashem did not want them to go, and they 
would return home – for if He wanted them to make this 
journey there would have been no obstructions in the 
path.  

This is seen in the Gemara (Chullin 95B): “Rav would 
check the ship.” Rashi explains that if the ship was at the 
dock, waiting for him, he would go on his journey. But if 
it was difficult to find a ship, he would not go.  Shmuel 
would check a sefer. (Presumably, this means he would check in a 

sefer and read the first verse to see if it was an auspicious time to take the 

trip.) Rebbi Yochanan would ask a child which verse he is 
learning. We see from all of this that a person must 
always look for Divine signs to see what Hashem wants 
him to do.  

›› Whatever Situation One Finds Himself In, He Must 

Know That Hashem Desires His Avodah In This 

Specific Situation  

This should serve as a great source of 
encouragement to us.  

We see that Hashem puts us in whatever situation 
we are in because he specifically wants us to serve Him 
from that situation. One must never think that he could 
serve Hashem better if he would only be in a different 
situation. The Chofetz Chaim zt”l alludes to this concept 
in his explanation of the verse (Shemos 3:5): “Remove your 
shoes from upon your feet.”  

He says that people often say, “If I would be in so-
and-so’s shoes I would be more successful in serving 
Hashem. But since in my trying situation I simply cannot 
learn Torah and serve Him properly.” In this way, one 
exempts himself from learning as much Torah as he 
could or fulfilling certain aspects of mitzvos in the best 
way possible. To prevent this way of thinking, the Torah 
is teaching us to “remove our shoes” and walk barefoot, 
so to speak – meaning that He wants us to serve Him 
specifically in the situation He placed us in, and we have 
the ability to do so.  By “removing our shoes”, we are 
removing the barriers that separate us from Him, and we 
will realize that even when we are in our current 
situation – no matter where and no matter what - we are 
“on holy soil”. We can succeed and accomplish and 
serve Him from this place, and we are expected to do so.  

This concept can also be used to explain a seemingly 
perplexing Medrash. The Medrash (Shir Hashirim 1:1) states: 
Rebbi Pinchos ben Yair says in the name of Rebbi Shmuel 
bar Abba: Anyone who serves his master properly will 
ultimately go free. How do we know this? From Yosef. 
Because he served his master properly he went free.  

The Sifsei Tzadik explains the meaning of the 
Medrash by stating: When Yosef Hatzadik became a 
slave, he saw this as the will of Hashem and accepted it 
with love. Therefore, he did all his work with devotion, 
without any complaints or bad feelings. He fulfilled the 
commandment of “tamim tihiyeh im Hashem Elokecha” - 
to be simple before Hashem. Rashi explains this mitzvah 
to mean that one should: Walk with Him in simplicity and 
follow Him, and one should not try to determine what 
will be in the future. Rather, whatever occurs to a 
person he should accept with simplicity. If one does so, 
he will be “with Him, and will be His portion.” Ultimately, 
Yosef was freed because he accepted the will of Hashem 
with simplicity.  

Therefore, every person should always keep this in 
mind and know that whatever place he finds himself in is 
“holy soil”. Whatever occurs to him is the will of 
Hashem. And one must serve Hashem specifically in this 
situation with all of his strengths and abilities because 
this is where Hashem wants him to be, and this is the 
situation from which Hashem desires his avodah.  


