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 פרשת תצוה 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and 

our dear son & daughter, Moishe & Yael. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 ולע"נ ריטה רחל בת ניסים מרדכי ע"ה

 

 

  

ואתה תצוה את בני ישראל ויקחו אליך שמן זית "
  )כ, כז( "זך כתית למאור

“Now you shall command the Children 

of Israel: they shall take for you pure 

olive oil, pressed for illumination.” 
 

Pure olive oil hints to the purity of thought – 

serving Hashem with pure and clear thought.  An 

impure thought disqualifies our service, just as it 

did in the service of the korbanos.  The yetzer 

hora tries very hard to sour our thoughts.1 

 

 
 בצותא עם ד'

Together With Hashem 
 

All of the troubles and suffering that we 

endure in this world are designed to 

transform the body into a Mishkan for the 

soul, so that Hashem may reside within us.  

“Now you shall command the Children of Israel” 

– command (תצוה) is derivative of the word for 

togetherness (צוותא) and connection.  “You, 

Moshe Rabbeinu, connect the Jewish people 

to their souls – connect them to Me.”  The 

seventh of Aar is Moshe’s yahrzeit and a yahrzeit 

is when we can receive from the tzaddik more 

than on any other day.  Moshe Rabbeinu’s 

yahrzeit always falls in the week of Parshas 

Tetzaveh because that is the primary goal of this 

tzaddik – to connect us to Hashem. 

 

Our connection to Hashem is so amazing, so 

tremendous – it is what the soul desires.  A 

person who merits this connection – needs 

nothing else.  A Jew is never alone.  There is no 

such thing.  A Jew always has a place next to 

HKB”H.  He can always turn the Creator into 
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his friend and source of bitachon.  Hashem is 

with us, next to us – “even in the concealment 

within the concealment” (אפילו בהסתרה שבתוך 

 even when it seems that reality has – (ההסתרה

been handed over to nature and coincidence, G-d 

forbid.  Even there, Hashem is found (גם שם נמצא 

 Even if we have been distanced as  .(השם יתברך

far as we have – Hashem stands ever ready to 

take us back, His arms are open to greet us. 

 

Rosh Hashanah passed, Yom Kippur passed – 

Hoshanah Raba arrives and we are told that this 

is the final sealing of judgment.  We then get to 

Chanukah, the eighth day of which is called “Zos 

Chanukah” – and again we are told that this is 

our last chance.  But in actuality, this light of 

forgiveness and atonement never ends.  These 

gates remain open throughout our lives.  Hashem 

is always prepared to receive us.  In every final 

Day of Judgment, there is an opening for another 

path and yet another path.  Hashem constantly 

receives us – and, every day, every moment, 

everything begins anew.  That is the amazing 

innovation of chassidus: it drills this into every 

soul, into the simplest of people, into all parts of 

the nation, in every place.  It infuses us with this 

light that persists and endures endlessly.  It is 

such an unlimited light that it transforms all of 

the world’s darkness into light. 

 

To connect to Hashem is to constantly travel 

to our own essence – to relentlessly try and 

reveal this inner point, the Divine portion 
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that is found within each of us.  “If you wish to 

reach Me – where am I found?  I am right here, 

within.  Arrive at yourself, go to yourself and you 

will reveal this point.  You will reveal Me.” 

 

All of a person’s merits in the World to Come, all 

of his Gan Eden, is what he does here to convert 

all of the illicit desires of this world - which are 

bitter and empty and leave him with a rancid 

taste in his mouth - into sweetness, to feel the 

wondrous taste of dveykus (clinging), the relish 

of tefilla, the flavor of a bracha – to experience 

Hashem, to perceive the greatness of Hashem. 

 

A person wakes up early in the morning: before 

he gets organized, before he davens – he says 

Modeh Ani, he washes his hands and the first 

thing he does is looks out the window at the sky.  

The minute he sees the sky, he begins his day.  

He sets his day with his gaze towards Heaven.  

Afterwards, he must daven, do mitzvos, make 

brachos – he has much to do.  But looking to 

Heaven – that is first.  At that moment, he accepts 

upon himself the yoke of Heaven, he receives 

awe of Heaven.  Every one of us is one of six 

hundred thousand.  Each one, in his own lot, 

must reveal Hashem, must nullify the ego in his 

portion, turn it into nothingness – reveal that, 

essentially, there is nothing aside from Hashem.2 
 

There are the firstborn of the Jewish people and 

there are the firstborn Egyptians.  Firstborn 

 to one thing over (לבכר) is to give priority (בכור)

something else – to choose, to prefer.  We are the 

firstborn Jews, we give priority to HKB”H over all 

of the trivialities of the world.  However, one 

who chooses the nonsense is called a “firstborn 

Egyptian.”  And what happens to him?  The 

Smiting of the Firstborn.  The Smiting of the 

Firstborn is to kill and destroy every desire other 

than the desire to choose Hashem. 

 

There is nothing that can interpose between 

the Jewish people and HKB”H – not even an 

iron partition.  Wherever a person goes, 

wherever he turns, anywhere: in the street, in 

the fruit store, in yeshiva, in the office – at 
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every moment, with every word that he 

speaks with his children, in every situation, 

in every aspect – he goes with Hashem, 

Hashem is fond with him because he is a part 

of Hashem, his soul is a part of the Divine 

from above.  If he succeeds in doing something 

in his house – it is because Hashem moves his 

hands for him.  There are ups and downs, 

there are challenges – that is life.  There are 

not distinct times for spiritual matters and 

physical pursuits – even when we are dealing 

with our material needs, it must always be 

with sanctity and thinking about Hashem. 

 

We are not there yet, but we wish to get there.  I 

ask Hashem to give me more and greater grasp 

of the concept: “there is nothing aside from Him.”  

The more than a person understands this – the 

better things are for him.  We must regularly 

examine whether or not we are on the path of 

travelling with Hashem.  If we are on the right 

path but we err and get confused – we do not 

become dejected, Hashem knows that we are 

mere mortals and can easily become confused.  

The main thing is that we want, that we are 

happy, that we do not look back, that we 

proceed and continuously begin anew.  A 

thousand new beginnings, a thousand fresh 

starts.  Rebbe Nachman said that he had at 

least twenty fresh starts every day. 

 

Everything has been prearranged and 

preplanned.  This is the course that our souls 

must traverse to arrive at our clarifications – we 

cannot avoid it.  HKB”H does not expect us to 

bring about the complete correction.  He wants 

us reinvigorated, to call out to Him: that we want 

to be a Mishkan for His glory, a Mishkan for the 

Divine Light, that we are ashamed of our illicit 

desires, that we are remorseful for our mistakes 

– whether they were improper thoughts, 

strictness towards others, sadness, which is the 

worst enemy of all.  We must accept that 

whatever happens to us is all clarifications and 

HKB”H is not angry at us – He only wants us to 

start fresh each time, to connect again. 

 

How do we start?  By connecting to tzaddikim.  

When we are told to come close to Hashem – we 
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do not always understand what that means.  

How do we do that?  It seems so abstract.  It is 

easier to get close to tzaddikim – to those who 

love us and want to help us and can connect 

us to the truth.  But what can they tell us – 

everything is already written and available – we 

can open sefarim – what can the tzaddik 

introduce?  He tells us to begin again.  That is the 

ultimate truth.  There is no despair.  When we 

attach ourselves to tzaddikim, we merit joy 

because we now have counsel, we have whom to 

ask, we have someone to hear a shiur from.  We 

can be happy - even though we have not 

corrected anything yet, because we have drawn 

near to people who can help us, who want to 

help us, who love us, who protect us and daven 

for us. 

 

I am nothing – I do not know anything, I do not 

understand, I do not know.  But, I am close to 

tzaddikim and, consequently, I am happy.  When 

a person is happy, he has peace of mind, he 

knows what is happening to him.  Initially, all of 

his troubles, pain and suffering confused him.  

But, when he is happy and tranquil, he 

understands what he must do.  He must scream 

to Hashem: “Where are You, Hashem?  I want to 

feel Your Presence.  Everything is so dried up, 

sealed off.  I am too preoccupied with myself, 

with my thoughts, with my bewilderment.  I do 

not feel You.  I daven but cannot muster any 

concentration – I merely mutter the words.  It is 

not good for me.  I want to pray fervently.  I want 

perform mitzvos passionately.  I want more 

heartfelt joy.”  A person who sacrifices to get 

close to a tzaddik merits the melody of his life 

– a melody that connects him to Hashem.  

With that tune – he lives joyously.  It is a joy 

that does not depend on anything.  It is a joy that 

skips over all of his flaws, torment – it is above 

all else, it is joy in Hashem.  We receive this from 

Moshe Rabbeinu and all of the tzaddikim after 

him who clung to Hashem every minute and 

every second – never distracted.  They 

constantly longed and yearned.  This fire is 

ignited in those close to them.  That is what 

HKB”H told Moshe, “You connect them to Me.” 

 

We want so many things, we feel owed so many 

things.  But, the level that HKB”H waits for us to 

attain is that of being satisfied with His Presence: 

“it is enough that we have You.  If we have You, 

we have everything.  We lack nothing.”  And that 

is only achievable after enduring what we go 

through in life. 

 

Everyone receives blows.  No one can dodge 

them.  Without them we would have no 

vessels to receive light.  Without them we 

would remain stuck.  We must kiss the 

knocks that we receive.  We must embrace 

the stick that strikes us.  All of our troubles and 

setbacks are not mistakes, accidents, bad luck – 

they are the precise route that we must travel.  If 

there are no cries – there can be no song. 

 

Troubles and suffering are everyone’s problem.  

Nowadays, there are so many methods, classes 

and psychologists that try to save everyone - no 

can live anymore, everyone is in dire straits, 

there is no air, people cannot breathe.  Why is 

there no air?  Because we forget about 

Hashem.  We find ourselves in the palace of the 

King and we do not realize that He is the King at 

all.  We do not recognize the gifts that we 

receive.  But HKB”H has patience for us.  He 

waits for us to acknowledge Him.  There is no 

way to recognize Hashem without difficulties.  

HKB”H wants us to find our joy right there, in the 

misfortune.  He does not want us to have 

everything.  We cry and ask Hashem to have this 

… to have that.  “But, if you have and you have … 

there will not be any room left in your hearts for 

Me.  If so, for what purpose did I create the 

world?  For you to have so much?  That 

everything be perfect in your life?  That you be 

entirely successful?  That everything always go 

well?  I created the world so that you would 

coronate Me.”  What does it mean to coronate 

Hashem?  It means to nullify our egos and turn 

them into nihility – to know that there is only 

Hashem in the world.  We must turn to Hashem, 

not to ask that everything succeed for us, that 

our children excel, etc.  Rather: “help me read 

the map correctly.  Help me see You in every 

place.  Help me feel that I am insignificant 

and You are everything.” 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me learn how to and remember to say thank You for the distress, for the internal battles, for the 

never-ending struggle of life.  If I do not express gratitude, they are unbearable, there is no escape.  But, when I start to say 

thank You, even for these impossible situations, I suddenly feel better, it seems okay, that things are the way they should be – 

it is supposed to be difficult.  That is the only way to feel You, Father – only then we realize that You sent us this anguish 

because You love us and You want to grant us credit.  So, thank You, Father, for everything that I endure and thank You that 

You have allowed me to reveal this path of gratitude. 

 

Master of the World!  Ultimately, I understand that all of the illicit desires of this world are bitter, false, empty.  I long and 

yearn for those moments of clinging to You – but how do I transform those moments into hours, days, months, years and my 

entire life?  I did not solicit the illicit desires, the negative character traits – I received them as a gift so that I may persist, 

overcome, succeed.  But, without You, Father – I have no chance.  The alternative to all of this falsehood is the truth of Torah, 

tefilla, holiness, all of the amazing components of serving Hashem.  But, without You – there is no hope of success.  Help me.  

Grant me such desires, such strength, such tefillos – so that I have a chance in this nuclear war.  Have mercy. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me truly feel that You are always with me – at every moment, in every place and in every 

situation – in whatever I do, in whatever happens to me.  I still do not have this, Father, and I feel that if I would, my life 

would be Gan Eden.  How can I remember this at all times?  How can I speak to You continuously?  How can I have emuna 

that every movement of a finger is really You?  How can I recall that You are with me always, even when I am engaged in 

things that do not seem to be a part of serving Hashem (even though there is no such thing – everything is connected)?  How 

can I feel that I am not alone in the most difficult moments?  That You are with me?  Grant me, Father, to feel this. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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When a person gets angry, what is he really 

saying?  “I am here.  It’s all about me.  I am 

what is important.”  It is the height of 

arrogance.  When he loses his temper – his 

spirit leaves him and he cannot do anything – 

until he calms down.  Then, he begins to 

contemplate: why did this happen to me, what 

does Hashem want of me – and he begins to give 

the benefit of the doubt to his wife, his children, 

his neighbors, himself.  Slowly, he returns to 

himself – his life-force returns. 

 

This is how a person gradually understands: “But 

as for me, Hashem's nearness is my good.”3  He 

realizes that without this – it impossible to live.  

We must proclaim this phrase as often as 

possible – we must repeat it to our children 

when they come home from school.  “Hashem’s 

nearness is my good.”  If I am close to Hashem – 
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things are good for me.  If not, they are not. 

 

It is not important what I have: houses, 

apartments, successful children.  If I am not 

close to Hashem – it is all worthless.  There is 

nothing else.  “One thing I ask of Hashem, that I 

seek - that I may dwell in Hashem’s house all the 

days of my life.”4  This is such an important song 

to sing as often as possible, every day.  

Wherever I find myself – that is Hashem’s 

house.  Nothing bothers me – I want only to 

be close to Hashem.  How do we do this?  How 

do we invite the Shechina into our homes and not 

allow Her to leave?  By foregoing, by admiring 

others, by seeing their virtues and not their 

flaws, by thanking others, by not criticizing, 

by never yelling – both in our homes and 

outside.  Through interpersonal relationships – 

we will connect to Hashem, quickly. 
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