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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

Yud Shevat is the yahrtzeit of the Previous 

Lubavitcher Rebbe and the day, one year 

later, when the Rebbe accepted the nesius.   

 

One day in 5717 (1957), Michil Vishetsky 

entered a shul in the Bronx (he was making 

the rounds of the synagogues to raise money 

for Ezras Achim, an American organization 

which sent food packages to Jews in 

Russia). The only person on the premises 

was an old Jew, who was sitting off to the 

side, immersed in a volume of Talmud. He 

turned out to be Rabbi Rabinowitz, the rabbi 

of the shul. When R. Michel asked to speak 

to him, the Rabbi led him to a table that he 

explained was used for the third Shabbos 

meal.  The Rabbi sat down on a chair along 

the side of the table. When Reb Michel 

happened to sit at the head of the table near 

him, the Rabbi jumped up and asked Reb 

Michel to please move to another chair. "No 

one may sit in that chair!" the elderly man 

exclaimed. 

 

"Why is that?" asked the curious chassid. 

 

"It is a long story, but if you have time, I am 

happy to tell you," said the Rabbi.  "I am 

from Poland, from a chassidic family. When 

World War II broke out, I managed to 

escape across the Russian border. There I 

fell in with a large group of Chabad 

chassidim who were headed for Samarkand 

in Buchara. When I saw the great sacrifices 

they made for Torah and mizvot, I became 

very close to them with all my heart and 

soul.  When the war ended, I flitted from 

one place to another. Eventually, in 1949, I 

arrived in New York.  Since I had heard so 

much from those Russian Chassidim 

about Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch, I 

wanted to visit him. When I was able to 

enter for yechidus (private audience) and 

mentioned to the Rebbe about my war 

experiences, the Rebbe asked me many 

questions about the situation of the 

chassidim I had met. When I related him the 

hardship and suffering I had witnessed, he 

started to cry in front of me.   

 

"After that, the Rebbe asked me about my 

plans. 'I have always been a Rabbi,' I 

answered him, 'but here in America nobody 

seems to need a European-style Rabbi, so I 

will probably take a factory job.' 

 

" 'No,' the Rebbe said to me firmly, 'You 

must remain in a Torah framework; you 

should continue to serve as a Rabbi.'  I 

accepted his holy advice and began to look 

for a rabbinic position. I was unable to find  

 
 

anything. I went back to the Rebbe and 

reported my lack of success, but he insisted 

that I be determined and continue to search. 

Finally, I discovered this shul. The members  

all spoke Yiddish. They seemed to like me and 

decided to offer me the position.  I traveled 

back to Brooklyn to consult the Rebbe if I 

should accept. He gave me a strange reply: 'A 

shul is a shul, but I don't like the shames,' 

were his words.  I asked him again what I 

should do, but the Rebbe only repeated his 

words. I couldn't understand so I asked him a 

third time, but the reply was the same thing. 

Finally he agreed for me to accept the offer. 

 

"After I started the job and was there a while, I 

found out the meaning of the Rebbe's 

previously incomprehensible statement. 

The shammes (manager of the shul) had a long 

beard and an impressive appearance, but I 

quickly discovered that his behavior did not 

measure up. Then, once, when Shabbos had 

already begun, I found him lighting candles in 

the shul! I screamed at him. After that, he 

seemed to devote himself to making trouble 

for me, both in shul procedures and with the 

congregants.  After a while, I felt I couldn't 

tolerate it any more. I went to see the Rebbe, 

this time asking his permission to quit. 'No,' he 

replied, 'Didn't I tell you: A shul is a shul, but 

I don't like the shammes. Don't leave.' 

 

"The situation continued to worsen.  

The shammes succeeded to make my life even 

more miserable. Once more I ran back to the 

Rebbe. 'G-d will help,' he assured me. 

'Remember a shul is a shul, with everything 

that belongs to it.'  As I was leaving, the 

Rebbe called to me at the door, 'Also, you 

should come here Sunday morning.'  I didn't 

know why he said that, but I came that Sunday 

anyway. A huge funeral was taking place. The 

day before, on Shabbos, the 10th of Shvat 

5750, the Rebbe passed away. Then I 

understood: he knew I would want to be there. 

 

"A year passed, but the situation remained 

oppressive. I heard that Rabbi Yosef 

Yitzchak's younger son-in-law had accepted to 

be the next Rebbe, so I went to visit him and 

told him my problem. To my surprise, as soon 

as I finished speaking he responded, 'Isn't it so 

that my father-in-law told you that a shul is a shul 

and he didn't like the shames?'  I was stunned 

speechless. How did he know? The Rebbe continued. 

'This means that he can't remain the shammes, 

because my father-in-law doesn't approve!' 

 

" 'But,' I interjected, 'it is impossible for me to fire 

him.'  

" 'Nu. When you catch him doing something wrong,' 

smiled the Rebbe, 'then you can dismiss him.' 

 

"I left the Rebbe's office and returned to the Bronx. 

There, outside the shul, I encountered one of the 

congregational leaders. We entered the shul together, 

and were greeted with a shocking sight. There was 

the shammes, emptying all of the contents of the 

different tzedakah boxes into his pocket. Caught red-

handed by an important member of the shul in 

addition to me, none of his machinations could help 

him. He was summarily dismissed from the job. 

 

"Several years passed. A new problem arose. Years 

before, there had been a butcher shop next to the 

shul. Its owner prospered, and decided to move the 

store to larger premises across the street. He offered 

to sell his old shop to the shul, which the board had 

been happy to agree to, in order to be able to expand 

the shul. For certain reasons, however, the contract 

was never signed.  One day, all of a sudden, the 

owner of the butcher shop came and demanded that 

the shul return his property to him. He had never 

sold it to us, but only allowed us to use it, he 

claimed. We were shocked, but had no proof. He 

took us to court and, of course, he won, since the 

deed was still registered in his name. 

 

"After the official verdict, I hurried to the Rebbe and 

asked him what to do. The Rebbe looked at me, 

smiled and said, 'It seems that you are not a chassid, 

Rabbi Rabinowitz. My revered father-in-law said 

that a shul is a shul with everything that belongs to it. 

It is not possible to turn a shul into a butcher shop!'  I 

left, perplexed but hopeful.  The night before the 

court decision was to be executed and the shul 

evicted, I had a dream. I saw the Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef 

Yitzchak, of blessed memory, sitting at the head of 

this table. Next to him was the present Rebbe. Rabbi 

Yosef Yitzchak was smiling at me with a shining 

face and saying 'A shul is a shul. It will never turn 

into a butcher shop.' I woke up suddenly in confusion 

and was shocked to discover that it was already eight 

o'clock! I was always at shul by six o'clock in the 

morning.   

(continued on bottom of page 3) 

 

 

 

A Reserved Chair 
 

Shabbat  T imes –  Bo 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 4:40 5:54 

Tel Aviv 4:57 5:55 

Haifa 4:48 5:53 

Beer Sheva 4:58 5:56 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, Bo, speaks 

of the last three plagues visited on Egypt, 

and of the Jewish people's exodus. It 

begins with G-d's command to Moses that 

he go to Pharaoh to warn him of the 

impending plague of locusts. G-d, 

however, states that Pharaoh will not heed 

the warning: "For I have hardened his 

heart... in order that you tell in the ears of 

your child and your child's child that 

which I have wrought in Egypt." 

From this we learn that the locusts did 

not come as a punishment for Pharaoh's 

refusal to heed the warning; G-d had 

hardened his heart so that he would be 

unable to agree to free the Jews. But if 

such is the case, isn't it unjust for G-d to 

punish Pharaoh with a plague, when G-d 

Himself prevented him from acceding to 

Moses' demand? 

The commentators explain that during 

the first five plagues Pharaoh had free will; 

he could have allowed the Jews to leave. It 

was only after Pharaoh rebelled against G-

d - "Who is G-d that I should listen to His 

voice?" - that his free will was taken away. 

This punishment clearly fit the crime: 

Pharaoh questioned G-d's authority and 

boasted of his own might, so he was 

shown that he did not even have the power 

to make his own decisions. Pharaoh was 

thus fully subjugated to the will of G-d. 

Furthermore, Pharaoh's behavior during 

the plague of locusts underscored his 

impotence. When even his servants begged 

him to free the Jews - "Let the people go... 

Do you not yet know that Egypt is lost?" - 

Pharaoh immediately agreed and declared 

to Moses and Aaron, "Go worship your G-

d." But at that very instant G-d hardened 

his heart and Pharaoh was forced to renege 

on his promise. 

Even with this explanation we are still 

left with a philosophical problem. Why did 

Moses and Aaron have to go through the 

motions of issuing a formal warning if 

they knew that there was no chance that 

Pharaoh would agree to their request? 

It is explained in Tanya, the central 

nation by exerting supreme effort to 

overcome the hardening of his heart, how 

much more so is it possible for every Jew 

to overcome his negative character traits. 

A Jew's G-dly soul is called "an actual 

part of G-d," and is in his possession 

always; the soul remains faithful to G-d 

even if the body commits a sin. A Jew 

always has the power to do teshuva, to 

return to G-d and live in harmony with his 

true essence. G-d awaits the return of 

every single Jew, for he can only sin 

externally, as his internal nature is 

untouched and holy. 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiah Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

THE CHANCE THAT IS NEVER LOST 

 

work of Chabad Chasidic 

philosophy, that even a person 

who is so sunken into evil ways 

that "he is not provided with a 

means to repent," even he can 

overcome and find his way back to 

righteousness. Even the most 

corrupt and abominable sinner can 

return to G-d. 

If Pharaoh, totally self-

centered, wicked and deprived of 

his free will, could have prevented 

the final plagues from befalling his 

TRUTH AND JUSTICE 
 

In Bohemia, lived Shmuel Kelin, the author 

of the Machatzit HaShekel, a commentary on 

the Code of Jewish of Law and also the Rav of 

his local community. Once, a dead man was 

found, and the Rav's knife, full of blood, was 

lying near him. It seemed that the murderer 

had stolen the Rav's knife to place the blame 

of killing on him. The townsmen advised the 

Rav to tell the judge that the knife was not his. 

At the court, the Rav told the truth, admitting 

that it was his knife, though he insisted that he 

had not committed the murder. In the end, the 

Rav was freed. He explained that when the 

sons of our forefather Jacob were told to 

bring Binyomin to Egypt, Yehudah could have 

taken another child and told Yosef that he was 

Binyomin, but he could not bring himself to 

tell a lie.   (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

Why the big rush when the Children 

of Israel finally left Egypt? Didn't 

their extreme haste give the mistaken 

impression that they had to escape 

quickly? Pharaoh actually wanted 

them to leave; they could have 

departed at a more leisurely pace. 

However, leaving Egypt was not a 

mere geographical move for the Jews; 

it was a moral step in the right 

direction. It was a step away from the 

world of spiritual degradation they 

had become accustomed to in Egypt. 

When a person desires to sever his 

connection to evil, it must be done all 

at once and not gradually. A person 

must grab the first opportunity that 

presents itself to escape from a 

negative influence. 
 (Chasidic Teachings) 

 
And G-d saw and He was angry, 

because of the provoking of His sons 

and daughters (Deut. 32:19) 

 

G-d's wrath is aroused when He sees 

the "provocation of His sons and 

daughters," that is, ill-feeling and 

controversy between one Jew and his 

This month shall be unto you the 

beginning of months (Ex. 12:2)  

 

Whenever we sanctify the new moon we 

say, "David, King of Israel, is living and 

enduring." When the moon diminishes and 

seems to disappear for a short time, there 

is no doubt in our minds that it still exists 

and that it will eventually reappear. 

Similarly, although its reign is now in a 

period of dormancy, we have faith that the 

House of David will rule in all its glory 

with the coming of Moshiach. 
 (Rama) 

 
They did not see one another, nor did 

anyone rise from his place (10:23) 

 

The worst kind of darkness is when a 

person does not see his brother or extend 

his hand to help the needy. When one 

ignores his responsibilities and makes 

believe that the problems of others don't 

exist, the end result is that he himself will 

suffer and not be able to rise. 
 (Chidushei HaRim) 

 
And you shall eat it in haste (12:11) 

fellow. Such behavior brings down G-d's anger 

upon His children. 
 (Rabbi Moshe Pollak) 

 
For I have hardened his heart. (Ex. 10:1) 

Pharaoh's evil decrees and the trials and 

tribulations of the Jews during the Egyptian 

exile did not come about because Pharaoh had 

so decided of his own accord. Rather, G-d 

hardened Pharaoh's heart, eventually causing all 

of His wonders and miracles to be revealed. The 

lesson we can learn from this is that everything 

comes from G-d; when a Jew encounters 

something that prevents him from properly 

serving G-d, this is meant only as a test, whose 

purpose is to awaken the powers hidden within 

the person's soul. When the person overcomes 

this test, and perseveres in his holy mission in 
life, he is then rescued from all difficulties. 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
The Torah repeatedly commands us to connect ourselves to HaShem.  

Chazal ask: How is this possible? How can a mortal attach himself to 

HaShem?  They answer that this can be accomplished – by connecting 

to such talmidei chachomim who are constantly attached to the 

Shechina. When we bond with them, we are thereby connected to 

HaShem.  (Ketubot 111B, Sefer HaMitzvot of the Rambam, positive 

commandment 6) 

 

The Midrash says that when a person is connected to a tzaddik, he is 

helped and saved in the zechus of that tzaddik, just as Lot was saved 

in the merit of Avrohom Avinu.  (Medrash Tanchuma, Vayera, chp. 

9) 

 

The Rebbe once explained that we connect to a Rebbe only because of 

his direct connection to HaShem, and not because of his qualities. In 

this context the Rebbe related:  Someone once asked the venerable 

chossid, the Rashbatz, whether the Rebbe Rashab had ruach 

hakodesh. The Rashbatz replied, "To me it makes no difference! I 

know that he is a Rebbe.  If a Rebbe needs ruach hakodesh, then he 

surely has it, and if not, then what is there to be excited about…?" 

To this the Rebbe added: "Someone once came and told me that the 

Frierdiker Rebbe had told him, 'Connect to me, and you will be 

connected to whom I am connected to.' This person was very excited, 

thinking that the Rebbe had meant his father, the Rebbe Rashab. I did 

not want to disappoint him, but in truth, the Rebbe had meant that he 

would be connected to HaShem. In truth, that is what matters to us."  

(Torat Menachem, vol. 1, pg. 94) 

 
How to Connect 

When asked, "How can I connect to the Rebbe if I never met him 

personally?" the Frierdiker Rebbe replied: "True hiskashrus is achieved 

by studying Torah.  Studying my Chassidus, reading my sichos, 

joining Anash and the temimim in study and farbrengen, fulfilling my 

request of reciting Tehillim and keeping set times for Torah study 

– this is hiskashrus."  (HaYom Yom, 24th of Sivan) 

 

In a letter to some young students the Frierdiker Rebbe wrote: 

"I was pleased to hear you thanking HaShem for your connection with 

me. However, you must consider whether you are truly connected with 

BEING CONNECTED - YUD SHEVAT  

From Prosperity to 

Redemption 
 

Before the ultimate 

Redemption, our material 

environment will be refined and 

therefore "you will not leave in 

haste, nor will you take flight." 

Since "I will cause the spirit of 

impurity to depart from the 

earth," the Jews will approach 

the Redemption with eagerness, 

but they will not be pressured 

by the constraints of this world. 

Instead, from a state of 

prosperity experienced within 

the context of this world, they 

will proceed to the ultimate well-

being and eternal life of the Era 

of the Redemption. 

(The Rebbe, 6 Shevat, 5772-

1992) 

 

Moshiach’s Unique Gift 
 

Moshiach will have the unique 

gift of understanding and 

persuading each individual 

despite the wide diversity in 

people's minds and attitudes. 

(Rambam and Yalkut Shimoni) 

 

me, or whether it is all imaginary, or perhaps 

it is just an empty slogan. True hiskashrus must bring 

one to action. You know that I demand from all 

talmidim, especially those connected with me, to bring 

the light of Torah and mitzvos into Yiddishe homes and 

to create there an atmosphere of Torah and yiras 

Shamayim. Have you fulfilled this? With what are you 

connected to me? Until you take part in one of those 

activities, your words about hiskashrus are empty 

slogans."  (Igrot Kodesh of the Previous Rebbe, vol. 8, 

pg. 222) 

 
Fertile Field 

The Frierdiker Rebbe once compared a bracha from a 

Rebbe to rain falling on a field. If the field is plowed 

and planted, the rain will promote growth, but not if the 

field lies fallow. Similarly, for the Rebbe's brachos to 

be fully effective, one must make due preparations – by 

connecting with the Rebbe through studying Chassidus 

and observing its customs.  (Igrot Kodesh of the 

Previous Rebbe, vol. 4, pg. 279) 

 

Reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u 

(cont. from page 1) “I ran to shul as fast as I could. A frenetic, distressing scene was already taking place. Policemen were dragging 

benches out of the shul onto the street. A large crowd had gathered to stare. 

 

"Suddenly we heard the wail of an ambulance. It stopped right outside the butcher shop across the street. I went over, and there was the 

owner, stretched out on the ground, unconscious. A large beam had somehow become dislodged from the ceiling and fallen right on his 

head.  The men from the ambulance placed him on a stretcher. Just then, he opened his eyes. His gaze found me and he cried out 'Rabbi! I 

admit it! I admit it! I did sell you my old shop. Tell the police to leave the shul alone.' 

 

Rabbi Rabinowitz concluded his astonishing story to a, by then, deeply moved chassid: “From then on, nobody sits on that chair at the head 

of the table. That is the chair on which the Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak of blessed memory, sat." 

 

[Translated-adapted by Yrachmiel Tilles (and first published in Kfar Chabad Magazine - English) from Sichat HaShavua #263.  

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-volume series of his best stories, is now 

available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

  



A new book by JEM features rare 
unearthed photos, documents relating 
to Rebbe’s childhood, among them a newly 
discovered photo of Rebbetzin Chaya 
Mushka at 13 years old. 
 
The much-anticipated release of Early 
Years, which tells the story of the Rebbe’s 
formative years, 1902-1929, is finally around 
the corner.  The product of ten years of 
intense labor by a team of researchers and 
scholars, the 550-page book was written by 
Rabbis Boruch Oberlander and Elkanah 
Shmotkin and produced by Jewish 
Educational Media (JEM). In addition to 
hundreds of pieces of new information, the 
book presents over 450 high resolution color 
images and original documents. 

Early Years – New Book 

 
The authors’ novel approach in only 
lightly curating the material, allows the 
reader to access the original data and to 
see and discover it for themselves. This 
approach results in a fascinating read.  
 
Even those who consider themselves to 
be well-versed in the Rebbe’s life story 
are sure to be spellbound by the many 
new discoveries presented in Early 
Years. 
 
Among the trove of remarkable artifacts 
presented in the book is a photo of 
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka—daughter of 
the Previous Rebbe and wife of the 
Rebbe—at thirteen years old. 
 
The book has been printed and will be 
released in time for Chof Beis Shevat 
(February 18), the yahrtzeit of the 
Rebbetzen Chaya Mushka. 
Available for pre-order now from JEM or 
Kehot. 
 
Reprinted from Collive 
 
 

 

 

 

 
With so many people needing healing it is a 
good time to do hafrashat challah. Tamar 
Ansch makes it easy for all of us with this 
simple recipe. Put in a mixing bowl 230 ml of 
oil, 315 grams of sugat (I use demarra), 460 
ml of boiling water, 460 ml of room temp 
water, 2 tbl of dry yeast, 16-17 cups of flour 
(2.25 kilo), 2 eggs and 2 tbl salt. Knead for 10-
12 minutes (if too dry add additional water and 
oil). Cover with plastic and let rise for 10 
minutes. Knead for 3-4 minutes and then do 
hafrashat challah. Put dough in a large bag 
and let rise for an hour and a half. Punch 
down and shape. Bake at 190 C for 20-30 
minutes. I paint them with an egg before 
baking (and some zatar). 
 
by Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com             
 

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   My husband is always criticizing me.  He is very 

polite, but there is always a criticism.  Whether it is the way I cook, 
take care of the house, what clothes I choose for the kids, there is 
always something.  I am just tired of it and wish he would just let me 
be.  And, yes, I have talked to him about it.  He said he was not aware 
he was doing it and will try and stop.  However, he still does it but just 
in an even more polite way.  For example, “Thank you so much for 
dinner, it was really good.  Next time do you think it would be possible 
to just cook the potatoes a little bit longer?”  It grates on my nerves.  
How can I get him to stop?   

Answer:  It sounds like a very challenging situation and I know it 

is not easy.  However, before discussing the actual situation, it might 
be helpful to mention that how we think, speak and act affects how we 
feel.  Words such as “always” are usually overgeneralizations and lead 
to more intense feelings.  Instead of thinking “my husband is always 
criticizing me,” you might also think about his positive qualities, 
“Sometimes he is critical, however, it do like it when…….”  When we 
overgeneralize or label we see the person or the situation as the label 
and forget about other good qualities.  We live in a world that is a 
mixture of good and bad.  The way we think can transform a difficult 
situation to being more bearable and, perhaps, even positive.  
 
It is good to see that when you spoke with your husband, he became 
aware of what he was doing and said he would change.  Although he 
did not change as desired, it sounds like he is open to change.  One 
option would be to discuss the issue with him again.  However, just as 
it did not work the last time, it may not work again and your frustration 
will continue.    Thus, I would suggest a different approach.   
 
A peaceful and happy marriage is created when the marriage comes 
first; when husband and wife do what is best for the marriage.  Every 
action causes either closeness or distance.  Doing what is best for the 
marriage, giving to each other, creates closeness.  In the end, both 
sides will gain. 
 
I would suggest saying to your husband that you would like to speak 
and arrange a time.  Create a pleasant atmosphere, perhaps over a 
cup of tea.  Calmly explain to your husband that just as you want him 
to do things that make you happy you also want to do things that are 
pleasing to him.  Explain that his input is valuable to you but that it is 
not always easy to give it the proper attention in the midst of your busy 
daily activities.  Thus, you were hoping he could write a list of the 
things he would like changed and there will be a set time each week 
when the two of you can discuss his list.   Given your description of 
your husband, I believe he will be amenable to this.  This will 
accomplish several things:  1.  It will save you the aggravation of the 
daily criticism.   2.  He will most likely only write things that are truly 
important to him and not every single critique that he normally freely 
expresses.  3.  His critiques will be presented in a format that will be 
quantified and manageable.  For example, we often feel overwhelmed 
because we have so much to do.  But once we make a list of what 
needs to be done, things seem more manageable.  Instead of “he is 
always critical” (and thus every critique is like the straw that broke the 
camel’s back) you will now have a list of 5 – 10 items.  Hopefully, this 
will be more manageable and make it easier to implement some of his 
requests.  4.  It will be easier to give to your husband by doing what he 
feels is important.  This will create closeness.  5.  If the first week he 
has 5 – 10 items; the list will probably significantly lessen each week.   
6.  Things that you do not feel are reasonable or doable you can 
calmly discuss.  He will probably be more accepting as he sees you 
doing some of the other things he would like.  7.  Using this format, 
you can also share with your husband your input into what you would 
like changed.  However, this should be during a different discussion. 
 
Marriage is not always easy, but it can be tremendously rewarding.   
When deciding what to do or say, it is helpful to think, “will this make 
us closer or distant.”  Closeness brings Hashem’s blessing, the 
Shechina, into the life of the husband and wife.  My hope is that the 
above approach will prevent the daily strain of criticism and bring you 
and your husband to a more peaceful and happy marriage. 
 Please email your questions for this column to 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and counseling; 
Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 
052-524-6528 
 
 

Halacha Corner –  Shidduch Against Parents’ Consent 

 

Do parents have the right to bar a child from pursuing a certain shidduch? 
 
Halacha rules that a son need not listen to his father regarding whom to marry.  Three 
reasons are given for this:  1. While a child is obligated to service his parents, he is not 
required to pay out of pocket (when the parents can support themselves) or suffer a 
monetary loss. Likewise, a child need not endure possible lifelong discomfort to marry a 
spouse whom he/she don’t like.  2. A child is only required to assist his parents and 
observe their instructions in treating the parents, but they cannot dictate the child's 
conduct in his/her personal life.  3. Most importantly, kibud av va’eim is only binding when 
it doesn’t interfere with other mitzvos.  Since part of the mitzva to marry and have 
children is to marry a person who finds favor in one’s eyes, one is not obligated to 
compromise this mitzva to honor parents.   
This ruling is true for both sons and daughters, as the first two reasons apply equally to 
both.  Although women don’t have the same obligation as men to bear children, many 
hold that they are nonetheless bound by the general commandment to “settle the world” 
(lasheves yetzarah).  Furthermore, they still have a mitzva to marry, and they are 
halachically expected to like who they marry.  If the prospective shidduch will cause 
actual shame to the parents, the child is required to consider other suggestions and not 
shame his parents.   An unbiased opinion should be sought out to ascertain whether the 
shame is real or perceived.  Regardless, the child should try to influence the parents to 
approve the prospective match.   (by Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin, Rov of Kfar Chabad Beis, 
reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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