
 
וירא פרשת  
 

CROCKPOTS 

How is it permissible to use the kind of crockpot that is a pot that sits inside a surrounding heating 

element (as opposed to the kind that is a pot that sits on top of a heating surface)? 

One must raise the pot by putting something on the bottom of the heating element. It has to be something 

significant enough that will make a difference in the heating of the pot. (For example, some put balls of 

silver foil, or an empty tuna can.)         הטמנה     

Does the raising of the crockpot function as a blech? 

No. Therefore, if one intends to take cholent at night and then return the pot to the heating element, or if 

one needs to add water (in the correct Halachic manner), one must put in a blech. The blech has to cover 

the bottom of the heating element and the walls.  

Since silver foil conducts heat, it does not minimize the heat that passes through the space between the 

heating element and the pot, and should not be used as a blech on this type of crockpot. One should use 

parchment paper instead. 

One may use two layers of silver foil as a blech for the kind of crockpot that is a pot that merely sits on the 

heating surface. 
1
 חזרה           

How may one take out cholent from either kind of crockpot? 

The pot should be removed from the heating element before serving.
2
 הגסה 

In order to return the pot to the heating element, four conditions must be met in order to avoid the 

prohibition of Chazara: 

1. There must be a blech. 

2. You must have the intention to return the pot. 

3. The pot must remain in your hand.
3
  

4. The food must still be warm. 
4
 חזרה

If the cholent is not fully cooked, it is forbidden to dish out any cholent from the crockpot or return the pot 

to the heating element.
5
 הגסה          

                                                           
 ספר מאור השבת מכתב ל''ב מהגרשז''א בהערה  1
 zzסי' שי''ח במשנ''ב ס''ק קי''ג 2
3 According to Reb Moshe Feinstein one may put the pot down on the counter as long as the one is holding on to the pot. 
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