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 ”ותשחת הארץ לפני האלקים, ותמלא הארץ חמס“ 6:11

וירא אלקים את הארץ והנה נשחתה, כי השחית כל “ 6:12

 ”בשר את דרכו על הארץ

 ”ויאמר אלקים לנח קץ כל בשר בא לפני כי מלאה הארץ חמס מפניהם“ 6:13

“And the earth had become corrupt before Hashem, and the earth had 

become filled with robbery.  And Hashem saw the earth, and behold it 

was corrupted, for all the flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth.  

Hashem said to Noach, the end of all flesh has come before Me, for the 

earth is filled with robbery through them.”  The last Posuk mentioned 

here seems to clearly state that the reason for the Mabul was because 

of חמס, which Rashi and many others translate to mean theft.  However, 

the Pesukim mention that the world had become corrupt before 

Hashem, which Rashi says refers to Avodah Zara and Gilui Arayos.  If the 

reason for the Mabul was theft, then why does the Torah mention the 

Avodah Zara and Gilui Arayos?  What is so terrible about theft that 

caused the entire world to be destroyed?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

י"רש   – 6:13 “ בשרקץ כל  ” – Whenever you find זנות, 

immorality, catastrophe comes to the world and kills both good and bad.   

י"רש   For the earth filled with – ”כי מלאה הארץ חמס“ 6:13 – 

robbery, their sentence was sealed because of theft.   

 Rashi says that whenever – ”קץ כל בשר“ 6:13 - מלא העומר 

there is זנות, catastrophe comes to the world.  This seems to be 

contradictory to what the Posuk says that the reason for the Mabul, the 

flood, was, “כי מלאה הארץ חמס” – because of theft.  We can explain that 

because of זנות the land filled with theft, and the Mabul came because 

of the theft.  זנות was so rampant, that people did not know who their 

fathers were.  People were inheriting money from whom they believed 

to be their father, but was in fact not their father, and were therefore 

taking inheritances that were not theirs.  This caused there to be much 

theft in the world.   

 Rashi says that the – ”כי מלאה הארץ חמס“ 6:13 - מלא העומר 

sentence against the Dor Hamabul was sealed on the account of theft.  

How do we reconcile this with what Rashi said, that catastrophe comes 

because of זנות.  Was it theft or זנות that brought the Mabul?  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, in His infinite mercy, first punishes a person through his 

money, as we find by Iyov.  If after the person is punished with his 

money he does not do Teshuva, then the person himself is punished.  

The terrible sin of the Dor Hamabul was זנות, which was going to bring 

catastrophe.  The first step would have been for them to be punished 

with their money.  However, because of theft, the money that they had 

was not theirs, and therefore they could not be punished with money – 

for their money wasn’t really their money.  Now that they would not be 

punished with their money, their bodies were punished, and the Mabul 

was brought upon them.  So it was the זנות that brought the judgment 

against them, and because of theft that the sentence against them was 

finalized, meaning, that the reason they were punished the way they 

were with the Mabul, and not with their money, was because of theft.   

 They were – ”כי מלאה הארץ חמס“ 6:13 - ילקוט האזובי 

punished Midah K’neged Midah – “(108)”למבול is the same Gematria as 

 ”.(108) חמס“

 Rashi says that the – ”כי מלאה הארץ חמס“ 6:13 - קרן לדוד 

sentence against the Dor Hamabul was sealed on account of the theft.  

How do we reconcile this with what Rashi said that because of זנות 

catastrophe comes.  Was it theft or זנות that brought the Mabul?  

Avodah Zara 4a – People became like the fish of the sea – just as the 

bigger fish in the sea devour those that are smaller than it, so too with 

people.  People are being compared to fish, as opposed to other 

animals.  While many animals eat other animals, they eat other animals 

from a different species, but they do not eat their own kind.  Whereas 

fish do eat their own kind.  The people of the generation of the Mabul 

were eating each other.  They all stole from each other, and wiped each 

other out financially.  While because of the great sin of זנות they were 

going to be destroyed, the way they would be destroyed was finalized 

because of their theft.  They were submerged in water, as fish are, and 

the whole world became like a place where fish live.   

 Was the world – ”כי מלאה הארץ חמס“ 6:13 - דרש משה 

destroyed with a Mabul because of זנות and Avodah Zara, or because of 

theft?  There are sins which are contagious, and sins which are not.  For 

one who has Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and in His Torah, there is 

no reason that he should have a Yetzer Hara, a desire, to steal.  The thief 

has absolutely no benefit from his theft. Whatever is decreed for him on 

Rosh Hashanah, that is what he will end up with.  If he will steal 

another’s money, then money which he would have received in a 

permitted manner he will not receive.  Therefore, even if everyone 

around him is stealing, the Ba’al Emunah will not have any desire to 

steal, and will thus not steal. This sin of theft is not a “catchy” sin.  Then 

there are sins like זנות, where one has physical desires that he seeks to 

fulfill.  If there is much זנות around a person, it will have a profound 

effect upon him.  It is not that he will lose his Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, it is just that he will have this great Ta’avah to fulfill a desire, 

and it may cause him to sin.  As Chazal tell us, that one who sees a Sotah 

in her disgrace, should make himself a Nazir and refrain from wine.  

Chazal is telling us that even if one is a Shomer Torah and Mitzvos, but if 

he is around people who sin by fulfilling their physical desires, it is 

“catchy” and he may end up doing it as well.  For the sin of Gilui Arayos, 

which is one of the three severe Aveiros, everyone gets wiped out, for 

even the good will end up sinning, and therefore there is no reason for 

them to be saved.  The actual Gezar Din that the Dor Hamabul would be 

destroyed was because of the great sin of גזל, theft.  They had complete 

lack of Emunah that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world, and they 

deserved to be destroyed.  However, not each and every individual stole, 

so why were they killed?  They were killed because of Gilui Arayos and 

Avodah Zara, for these are sins being that they were “catchy” sins, and 

they were so prevalent, even the good people, the people who did not 

sin yet, were also destined to sin – and therefore the whole world was 

destroyed (except for Noach and his family).  

 What type – ”איזהו חמס ואיזה הוא גזל“ 31:5 – בראשית רבה 

of robbery is called “חמס,” and what type of robbery is termed “גזל?”  

Rebbe Chanina said that חמס refers to robbery of an item that is not 

worth a Perutah (A Perutah is the minimum amount that is deemed by 

Chazal to be legally significant, and which can be claimed in court).  גזל 

refers to robbery of an item that is worth at least a Perutah.  What did 

the people of Dor Hamabul do?  One of them would bring out his 

container full of lupines to sell in the public market.  One person would 

come and take less than a Perutah’s worth of lupines, and then another 

person would do the same.  Many would come and take, though they 

would be careful that each one would only take up to the amount that 

the owner could not take back from him by law.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

said to them, “You have acted contrary to the acceptable standard of 

behavior, so too I will deal with you contrary to the standard that I 

follow, which is to judge with mercy.” 

ו"פירוש מהרז   – Bereishis Rabbah – 31:5 “ וכך היו אנשי דור

  ”.And so would the people of the generation of the flood do“ – ”המבול

In addition to the outright robbery (of more than a Perutah) that they 

committed secretly, they would also commit this robbery in public view, 

for they were unafraid to be brought to court for it, being that it was 

worth less than a Perutah.   

קץ כל בשר בא לפני כי מלאה הארץ חמס “ 6:13 – אדרת אליהו 

  .The words of the Medrash on this Posuk need explanation – ”מפניהם

The Medrash says that the people took less than a Perutah value of 

goods, and therefore the courts could not do anything.  It says in 

Meseches Brochos 58b, “מלכותא דארעא כעין מלכותא דרקיעא” – “The 

kingdom of the land is like the kingdom in Shomayim” – meaning that 

the courts in Heavens rule the same way that the courts in this world 

rule.  If so, how could the Dor Hamabul be punished at all?  If they could 

not be prosecuted for their actions down here, then they should not be 

able to prosecute them for their actions up there?  Sanhedrin 108a – The 

Gezar Din on the Dor Hamabul was only sealed because of גזל.  This 

seems to contradict the words of the Medrash which stated that they 
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never actually stole, but rather they took less than the value of a 

Perutah.  Could it be that the Medrash argues on this Gemara? When 

Chazal say that one cannot take another to Bais Din for the theft of less 

than a Perutah, it is not that the thought and the action are completely 

virtuous and therefore one cannot bring someone to court for it.  Rather 

it means that it is wrong, yet practically speaking they are not going to 

have Bais Din busy with a value which is not considered a “legally 

significant amount” that can be collected in court.  The Dor Hamabul 

showed their cruelty in how they went about stealing from others.  

There is no contradiction here between the Bais Din down here and the 

Bais Din above.  They were both in agreement that what they did was 

wrong, yet in this world one is only judged for his actions and not his 

thoughts.  However in Shomayim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu judges the non-

Jews based upon their evil thoughts – He connects their evil thoughts to 

their evil actions.  So while in this world they could not be punished in 

the courts, it was apparent they were cloaking their wickedness in their 

actions.  In the next world, the ruling is the same as this world, yet their 

thoughts were taken into account.  Once their thoughts were taken into 

account, they were punished appropriately for their atrocity.  “ קץ כל

 In front of Hashem their time was up, for it is – ”לפני“ – ”בשר בא לפני

only He Who judges them on their thoughts, and due to their 

wickedness they deserved to be destroyed.   

קץ כל בשר בא לפני כי מלאה הארץ חמס “ 6:13 - חתם סופר 

 ,גנבה theft, differ from the sin of ,חמס How does the sin of – ”מפניהם

which is also theft?  The Medrash tells us that the earth itself committed 

robbery by producing thorns instead of grain.  The Torah is Meramez this 

to us when it says, “ותמלא הארץ חמס” – and the earth is filled with 

robbery.  Since the corrupt human beings were not worthy to reap the 

lands bounty, the earth committed the ultimate act of robbery, חמס, by 

defying Hashem’s Will.  That which the Torah defines the earth’s 

production of thorns as robbery, teaches us a great lesson.  Every living 

being is entrusted with a mission from Hashem.  Failure to fulfill and 

complete that mission is tantamount to theft – theft of not utilizing the 

potential that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave to that living being.  

קץ כל בשר בא לפני כי מלאה הארץ חמס “ 6:13 - תוספות ברכה 

 The Torah says that the reason for the destruction of the – ”מפניהם

world, of the Dor Hamabul, was due to חמס, theft.  Sanhedrin 108a – 

The Gezar Din was not complete until they spread out their hands and 

stole.  This is a Peleh, wondrous, when the Posuk says in 6:11 “ כי השחית

 which the Gemara in Sanhedrin tells us that the Loshon ”כל בשר את דרכו

of השחתה, is a Loshon of Gilui Arayos and Avodah Zara.  The Gemara in 

Sanhedrin 74a (and in numerous other places) says that these two sins 

are from the three most severe sins, to the point that one should be 

willing to let himself be killed rather than to transgress them.  On the 

other hand, the sin of stealing is only a לאו.  How could it be that for the 

two severe sins of Gilui Arayos and Avodah Zara they did not deserve to 

be wiped out, yet the sin of theft, which is not so severe, was the cause 

of their destruction?  While it is true that the sins of Gilui Arayos and 

Avodah Zara are very severe, nonetheless, even when they transgressed 

these sins, there was still Sholom amongst them.  They were sinning 

against Hashem, yet peace reigned amongst them.  As long as there was 

peace amongst the people, the Midas Hadin did not reign, and they 

were not punished.  However, once theft was involved, there was no 

longer peace amongst them, for they were stealing from each other.  

Once there was no peace, the Midas Hadin took control, and they were 

punished for all of their sins: Gilui Arayos, Avodah Zara, and theft. 

 First the – ”ותשחת הארץ לפני האלקים“ 6:11 – זרע שמשון  
Torah tells us that the Dor Hamabul were corrupt with זנות and Avodah 
Zara, and then it tells us that they were filled with חמס, theft.  Then the 
Torah tells us “וירא אלקים את הארץ והנה נשחתה” – implying that the 
main thing was the Gilui Arayos, and Avodah Zara.  The very next Posuk 
says, “קץ כל בשר בא לפני כי מלאה הארץ חמס מפניהם” – implying the 
main reason for the flood was חמס, theft.  Which was it, Gilui Arayos and 
Avodah Zara, or theft?  Brochos 32a – In the beginning of Sefer Devorim, 
the Torah tells us that Moshe spoke to Klal Yisroel words at certain 
places – one of them called “די זהב.”  The House of Yannai said that this 
is what Moshe said to Hakodosh Boruch Hu: “Ribbono Shel Olam, 

because of the gold and silver that You gave Klal Yisroel, until they said 
 meaning that it was so much – די זהב it’s enough’ (from the words‘ – ’די‘
gold) that it was all that gold that caused them to make an Eigel.”  Rebbe 
Chiya Bar Abba said in the name of Rebbe Yochanon, that it is like one 
who would send his son to a house of זנות with a pouch filled with gold 
around his neck – and you would expect him not to sin? The Gemara 
says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu admitted that Moshe made a valid point.  
Chazal tell us that the Dor Hamabul had everything good.  Sanhedrin 38a 
– The Dor Hamabul had it so good, that it was a taste of Olam Habah.  
We are told specifically that they had beautiful women, and there was a 
big desire for that generation to be involved with זנות.  To the extent 
that there were two Malachim who fell to the earth, and they sinned as 
well – that is how great the desire in the air was.  So while they sinned, 
they could have claimed that it was not their fault, because they sinned 
only because they were given so much from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  
However, because they were involved in theft, they lost this argument.  
For if their excuse for their sinning was because Hakodosh Boruch Hu 
gave them so much goodness, why did they have to steal?  Their stealing 
showed that they were doing it to anger Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and their 
judgment was sealed because of the theft.  While the judgment was 
sealed because of the stealing, the main reason that they were punished 
was for their transgressing the severe sins of זנות.   
קץ כל בשר בא לפני כי מלאה הארץ חמס “ 6:13 - אדרת אליהו 

 The generation were in the habit of often stealing from one – ”מפניהם
another, and large amounts – much more than the value of a Perutah.  
That which the Medrash explains that חמס means less than a Perutah, 
that was done “מפניהם”, in front of them.  When they were in front of 

people they could not steal openly, so they therefore took less than a 
Perutah’s value, so that the person could not do anything to them.  
Don’t think that they were careful not to steal and that is why they took 

less than a Perutah’s value.  They were robbers, and they were so 
entrenched in theft, that even in front of the people they needed to do 
something, so they then took less than a Perutah’s value.  
 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah says that 

there was a great flood that destroyed the world because of Gilui Arayos 

and Avodah Zara, and that the Gezar Din was because of חמס, theft.  As 

the Medrash explains, the theft was less than a Perutah’s value, and 

therefore the one who was stolen from had no recourse, for it was too 

little value to bring the person to court. There are times that one Chas 

V’sholom sins because he cannot control his physical desires.  The 

person does not want to sin against Hashem, and he regrets it after he 

sins.  For someone like this, although they may be grave sins, there is 

hope that he will do Teshuva, for he knows and admits to himself that it 

is wrong – yet he cannot control himself.  On the other hand, when one 

sins, yet convinces himself that what he is doing is within the confines of 

the law, and he has done nothing wrong – there is no hope for this 

person to do Teshuva, for he does not believe he did anything wrong.  

Chazal tell us that because of the sin of the brothers selling Yosef, and 

the sin of the Eigel, we are still paying the consequences for those 

transgressions.  However, for the sin that Klal Yisroel did with Midyan of 

 and Avodah Zara, for that they were punished at the time, but we זנות

do not see any lingering effects from it.  This can be explained very 

simply.  When the brothers sold Yosef, they believed that they were 

doing the right thing.  They had no qualms about what they did, to the 

degree that the Medrash tells us that they had a Seudah after they sold 

him.  The sin of the Eigel they believed to be right and just.  They 

believed that Moshe Rabbeinu was gone, and that they needed an 

intermediary between them and Hashem, so they made the Eigel.  In 

both of these cases, they believed they did nothing wrong.  However, 

the sins with Midyan of זנות and Avodah Zara, they knew it was wrong, 

yet they were overcome with their physical desires.  They were punished 

and that was it, for it is easier to do Teshuva when you know it was 

wrong.  The Dor Hamabul were punished for all of their sins, but the 

Gezar Din that they be destroyed was because of חמס, theft which was 

less than a Perutah’s value, which they believed they had a right to do.  

Being that they did not believe they did any wrong, they would never do 

Teshuva, and were therefore destroyed.  May we be Zoche to recognize 

our sins, admit them, and do a proper Teshuva for them.   


