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חג הסוכות  –פרשת האזינו   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 

and our dear son and daughter, Moishe & Yael. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

 

  

 
 "  "האזינו השמים ואדברה ותשמע הארץ אמרי פי

“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; 

and may the earth, hear the words of 

my mouth.”       )לב, א(  
 

The word “השמים” (the heavens) has the same 

numerical value (gematria) as the word “נשמה” 

(soul), the heavenly part of a person, while the 

Earth symbolizes the earthly body.  When a 

person guards his soul in holiness and purity and 

does not damage it – his body is protected from 

all plagues and illness and he is healthy … the 

reverse is also true.1 

 

 

שירהלהפוך תוכחה ל  
To Transform Rebuke Into Song 

 

The song of Ha’azinu is a song born of rebuke 

– light born of darkness – compassion born of 

anger.  Moshe Rabbeinu reprimanded the nation 

with harsh words.  If it was rebuke, why is it 

called song? 

 

When a tzaddik rebukes - he adds a positive 

spirit in souls, he transforms sins into merits 

- anger becomes compassion, rebuke 

becomes song.  We must learn, from the 

tzaddik, how to relate to others, how to look 

with benevolent eyes.  Avraham Avinu is an 

example: he even davened for the men of Sodom, 

who were evil sinners, and he asked HKB”H to 

find a bit of good in them.  Even if there were 

only ten tzaddikim in the city, they would be the 

aspect of good among all of the evildoers of 

Sodom and, in their merit, all of Sodom would be 
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saved.  A person is forbidden from losing hope - 

he must always seek the good in others, pray for 

them, advocate for their good.  This must begin 

with those closest to us because that is where 

arguments and discord are most commonly 

instigated.  These areas are where angers and 

tensions arise most frequently.  Therefore, we 

are required to look supportively at everyone 

– at our spouses, children, parents, relatives, 

neighbors and friends – everyone. 

 

Even if someone treats us in a hurtful manner – 

we must continue to look at him in a positive 

way, not to immediately distance him.  Even if it 

is sometimes necessary to disassociate with 

someone, we do not have to think badly of 

him, speak badly about him or remove him 

from our hearts.  To the contrary, we must 

ask for mercy for him, daven for him and 

continue to judge him favorably. 

 

Most importantly, a person must look 

benevolently at himself.  If we have no patience 

for ourselves, we will disqualify everyone else to 

make ourselves feel better, so that we do not feel 

as terrible.  That is the apex of distancing 

ourselves from Hashem. 

 

Hence, we must begin with looking at ourselves 

in a positive light.  When we find the favorable 

elements within ourselves, we are really 

finding G-dliness.  When we search for that 

point of good in ourselves, we are actually 
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looking for Hashem’s light that shines within us.  

When we look for the virtuous inside and we are 

happy with it – we are not merely trying to avoid 

sadness and be in a better mood – we are trying 

to connect with the G-dliness within, find joy in it 

and cling to Hashem’s light.  “I have placed 

Hashem before me constantly,”2 means to think 

about our positive elements constantly, to see 

them and be happy about them. 

 

When we judge someone favorably – he feels 

it in his soul, even if we have not said a word 

to him.  This helps him overcome hardships 

because our favorable perception encourages 

him to see the good in himself and to believe 

in himself - it can be the beginning of real 

change.  When a person hears that he is good, 

he is empowered to decide that it is indeed 

true. 

 

Dovid Hamelech had beautiful eyes – such good 

eyes.  Shaul pursued him, others pursued him – 

but he did not harm them, he did not blame 

them.  He was prepared to accept the most awful 

things and withstand all of the tribulations to see 

them all with his benevolent eyes constantly.  

Dovid, King of Israel, lives on because he attained 

the highest level possible: a benevolent outlook.  

There is nothing more elevated.  The power of 

not caring about anything in this world and 

overcoming our character traits to ignore, 

forego, and forgive is immeasurable. 

 

Loving others requires self-sacrifice.  It is not 

easy.  Everyone has issues with others, 

misunderstandings.  However, we must know 

that these are all generated by a spirit of 

silliness.  The other person is not really at fault.  

When they knock us down, hurt us, cause us pain 

and we nevertheless love them and bear no 

grudge, have mercy on them and recognize that 

it was some evil or silly spirit and our hearts tear 

from compassion for our friend, we are filled 

with compassion – that is true love of others.  

Shaul chased Dovid and wanted to kill him – yet 

Dovid did not cease loving Shaul.  He loved him 
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dearly because he knew that he was only 

possessed by a spirit of foolishness.  The main 

challenge is to continue loving someone who 

fights with us.  He still has limitless good 

qualities: he davens, he puts on tefillin, he learns 

Torah.  Should we disqualify him because of one 

drop of foolishness? 

 

This week’s parsha says, “He was like an eagle 

arousing its nest, hovering over its young.”3  The 

eagle has mercy on its children.  It does not enter 

the nest without warning, it flaps its wings in the 

trees to warn of his approach so they are ready 

to receive him and he does not scare them.  He 

hovers, touching but not touching – not weighing 

upon them. 

 

When he takes them from place to place, he does 

not lift them with his feet like other birds, rather 

he puts them on his wings saying, “Better an 

arrow strike me and not my children.”4  Such is 

the way HKB”H treats us – with mercy and 

compassion.  When the Egyptians shot arrows 

and threw stones at the Jewish people, Hashem’s 

angel stood between the Israelite and Egyptian 

camps to absorb the blows and protect the Jews. 

 

“Israel, about whom I will boast.”5  Hashem 

created us with a yetzer hora.  Every small 

amount in which a Jew overpowers the yetzer 

hora makes Hashem so proud.  HKB”H boasts 

about the son who is not so successful yet tries to 

do a little – whether he understands or not, 

whether he gets it done or not – he wants and he 

tries.  That is the power of the benevolent eye.  

Everyone else thinks this person is not so good, 

not so successful - but, to HKB”H, he is good.  To 

tzaddikim, he is good.  We too must learn this 

way of judging favorably.  When we love 

everyone – we have a benevolent eye. 

 

“As in water, face is to face, so is the heart of man 

to man.”6  Just as when we look in water, we see 
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a reflection of ourselves – so is the heart of one 

man to another man.  When we look at a friend 

and smile, with love, and encourage him, 

praise him – instantly, even if was a bit evil, 

the evil leaves him and he smiles back, he is 

suddenly good to us.  That same person who 

was just bad – becomes so good. 

 

It is so enjoyable when we stop thinking that we 

are better everyone and we start seeing the good 

in others.  That is holy toil – to recognize the 

good in others and to be impressed by them.  We 

connect to Hashem with this.  Great tzaddikim 

are engaged in this constantly.  That is how they 

inspire mercy in Heaven.  That is how they bring 

the Redemption closer. 

 

We must focus on even the smallest element of 

good that we see in others – then we will realize 

that they are not bad, that this small element is 

their essence.  Rebbe Nachman’s most famous 

teaching (תורה רפ"ב) revitalizes us and speaks of 

the Divine honor within every Jew.  This is the 

teaching that draws myriads to Rebbe Nachman.  

He taught that there is no one who is entirely 

evil.  Every Jew has a holy soul and we may 

not give up on anyone. 

 

This is not easy.  There will always be souls with 

whom we have trouble.  They are hard to accept.  

But, HKB”H is the Father of all of them and we do 

not have the option of not loving them.  That is 

what Hashem wants of us – to follow in His ways.  

Hashem’s ways are kindness – we too must be 

kind.  Hashem loves every Jew – we too must 

want to love every Jew.  That is the secret of the 

song of Ha’azinu – that in the merit of the 

benevolent eyes of Moshe Rabbeinu – he 

transformed harsh rebuke into an amazing song. 

 

זמן שמחתנו –חג הסוכות   
Succos – Our Time of Joy 

 

Succos is the holiday that is most packed with 

mitzvos.  The word mitzvos comes from the term 

for joining and connection (צוותא).  They connect 

us to Hashem.  When?  When we perform them 

with joy.  Connection with the Creator of the 

World is only possible through joy.  The 

happier we are with a mitzvah, the more it 

connects us to the Creator. 

 

“And you shall rejoice before Hashem, your G-d, 

for a seven-day period.”7  That is a Biblical 

commandment.  It is not stated regarding Pesach 

or Shavuos.  It is only said regarding Succos. 

 

When a person is happy with a mitzvah it reveals 

that he does it with love, with heart.  When a 

father performs mitzvos with enthusiasm, his 

children see the sparkle in their father’s eyes, 

they feel their father’s excitement and they learn 

that this is the most heartening thing in life.  A 

Jew who is happy with his yiddishkeit is the 

happiest creation in the world. 

 

A person who inspires joy in his home – his 

family lacks nothing because when we are 

happy, we feel so close to Hashem.  When we 

are close to Hashem – nothing is missing. 

 

Joy takes work.  Rebbe Nachman taught that 

even if a person does not feel happy – he must 

endeavor to act happy.  If he does, joy will follow.  

Once, Rebbe Nachman’s daughter had a terrible 

toothache and he told her to be happy.  She 

asked, “It hurts so much, how could I be happy?”  

He answered that if she acted as if she were 

happy, she would reach such great joy that she 

would dance out of joy and be completely healed.  

So it happened – she reached such great joy until 

she closed the blinds and danced.  That joy 

healed her. 

 

Rebbe Nachman taught: all spiritual and physical 

illnesses stem from marred joy.  Therefore, we 

must reinforce ourselves, with all our might, 

always to be happy.  Human nature drags us into 

depression and sadness because of the wounds 

and events of time.  Every person is filled with 

anguish.  Therefore, he must force himself to 

always be happy and cheer himself up - however 

he can.8 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I want to do everything for Your sake.  Whatever I ask of You, Father, should all be to increase Your 

honor in the world.  May I merit that my ways amplify Your name in the world and fulfill Your will in the world.  You 

definitely want us to be tzaddikim, guard our eyes, take control of our urge to eat, avoid anger and jealousy, offer kind words 

to each other, strengthen our emuna and awe of Heaven, keep the mitzvos with joy and all of the other amazing things that 

every Jew who wants to get closer to You wants. 

 

Master of the World, help me daven for everything in this manner – that everything be for Your honor, for Your sake, to do 

Your will.  When we daven this way, it is so sweet, it fills the heart with so much love for You and we suffer no deficiency. 

 

Master of the World!  Help us stop finding faults in others, criticizing, sneering, avoiding, feeling superior, being short-

tempered, angry, yelling, rebuking and arguing.  Master of the World, I want to look at E-V-E-R-Y-O-N-E with benevolent 

eyes.  Even if I see something that seems bad – help me remember that I know nothing about others.  Nothing. 

 

Most importantly, help me look positively at myself – to see my mission in this world and be happy about it.  Help me be 

happy with every motion of mine towards holiness, even if it does not last.  Help me be happy that I do not want illicit 

desires and sins – that I want You.  Help me stop comparing myself to others, to remember that every person and his route 

are set since the six days of creation – and it has nothing to do with anyone else’s path. 

 

Master of the World, help me see the beauty of every Jew and, through that, connect to You, to the light of the world, to the 

pleasantness of the world, to the sweetness of the world. 

 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos and a fantastic Yom Tov, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  

Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 

 

 

On Succos, we build the desire to do 

everything for Hashem’s glory – to forget 

ourselves a bit.  In Hoshanos, we say, “Please 

save – for Your sake, our G-d!  Please save – for 

Your sake, our Creator!  Please save – for Your 

sake, our Redeemer!  Please save – for Your sake, 

our Attender!”  All for Your sake.  We ask for 

salvation - for You.  Rescue us so that we can 

sanctify Your name, so that we can escape our 

animal instinct and base urges – so that Your 

children may look like You want us to look – 

so that Your will shall be revealed and 

implemented in the world – so that we will be 

worthy of being called children of the King of 

all Kings. 

 

On Succos, we learn to live with HKB”H.  When 

this festival arrives, after the holy days of Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur, days filled with 

tefillos, requests, purification, spiritual elevation 

– we can sometimes suddenly feel some letdown.  

This Yom Tov includes Chol Hamoed and days of 

eating and drinking.  We davened so much, we 

fasted and now the festival arrives and we can 

rest, eat, drink, sing, dance.  It feels like a 

rejection from the elevated worlds that began 

the month.  However, the truth is that precisely 

now, with all of these things that appear to be 

superficial service – we reach the pinnacle of our 

bond with Hashem because we reveal the Divine 

light in all areas, not just in shul, while we are 

fasting and davening.  This light descends to us in 

our reality, while we eat, drink and are happy.  

Our connection to Hashem is total, in all 

circumstances and at all times.  That is the 

essence of what this holiday teaches us.  When 

the bond is total – all of the terrible suffering 

turns into sweetness. 

 

 


