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The will to live – הרצון לחיים 
HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Eliezer of Dzikuv zy”a once 
contracted a life threatening illness. His mechutan, HaRav 
HaKadosh of Sanz came to him to visit and he asked his 
mechutan to pray for him to recover. 
HaRav HaKadosh of Sanz deflected him by saying: 
‘Mechutan, it is better in the True World than it is in the false 
world…’ 
HaRav HaKadosh of Dzikuv tried to defend himself, and 
argued that as long as he was in this world he worried about 
the needs of his offspring [who were also the offspring of 
HaRav HaKadosh of Sanz], and if he left the world they would 
be left without support and so it would be better if he 
remained alive. HaRav HaKadosh of Sanz again deflected and 
responded: ‘When you will be in the True World then I will 
worry about them.’ 
When HaRav HaKadosh of Dzikuv saw that matters of this 
world would not change the view of HaRav HaTzaddik of 
Sanz, he was forced to admit the reason he wanted to 
remain alive in this world. He told HaRav HaKadosh of Sanz: 
‘We are now in the middle of the Yomim Noraim [Days of 
Awe] and when I daven, the entire Entourage of Above 
rejoices with my prayer. 
Immediately, HaRav HaKadosh of Sanz was sympathetic, 
went to immerse himself, and when he returned he said: ‘I 
worked it out with Heaven that your life should be extended 
seven years.’ 
Later, HaRav HaKadosh of Shiniva asked his father HaRav 
HaKadosh of Sanz, why he refused to help at the outset? His 
father replied: ‘I wanted to show how the righteous hide 
their stature, and I succeeded, for at first when he saw that I 
wanted to know the reason he wanted to live, he tried to say 
that it was for simple matters, that is, to support the family. 
But, when I countered his argument, he was forced to admit 
that it was to bring satisfaction to Heaven.’ 
The purpose of the lives of the great Tzaddikim was to bring 
satisfaction to heaven. The truth is, this is the goal of every 
Jew. Each according to his nature and level, even if he has 
personal reasons for the moment still knows that the 
purpose of his life is Torah and good deeds which bring 
satisfaction to his Maker. Even ordinary matters help in this 
purpose to bring satisfaction to his Maker. 
On this holiday we say ‘Hoshanahs’ and we arouse the merit 
for our ordinary needs, but first we say: ‘Please save for Your 
sake, our G-d, please save! …our Creator, please save! …our 
Redeemer, please save! …our Attender, please save! We 
reveal our intent that everything is ‘for Your sake’. 
Everything mundane is to increase the honor of Heaven.                             
–                                                              Tiv HaMoadim - Succos   
 

 טיב המועדים
‘The Time of our Gladness – ''זמן שמחתינו  

As he is hidden in his succah, surrounded by his four walls, the schach 
covering him, with the glorified spirit and a special pleasantness settles 
over him, he begins to recite Kiddush on his cup with a special sweetness 
reserved for the holidays and special occasions, his voice pours forth 
with sweetness and longing: 'מועדים לשמחה  -אלקינו באהבה  "ותתן לנו ה 

שמחתינו"זמן  –יום חג הסכות הזה את  –וזמנים לששון חגים  –  “And You 
gave us, Hashem, our G-d, with love… appointed festivals for gladness… 
Festivals and times for joy… this day of the Festival of Succos… the time 
of our gladness…” Here he pauses a little, a question comes to him, wait 
a minute, why is this so different? HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave us three 
Festivals: Pesach – the day that we left Egypt, Shavuos – the day we 
received the Torah, Succos – a remembrance for the Clouds of Glory, 
however, not one of these Yomim Tovim are designated ‘The time of our 
gladness’ except Succos, as the Rambam states (Hilchos Lulav Chapter 8) 
“Even though there is a mitzvah to be joyous in all the appointed times, 
on Succos in the Bais HaMikdash there was extra joy, as it states (Vayikra 
 and you shall rejoice before‘ – ושמחתם לפני ה' אלקיכם שבעת ימים (23:40
Hashem, your G-d, for seven days’. The matter calls out ‘investigate me’, 
what is there about Succos that it is called “the time of our gladness”? 

I. Like an angel standing in the way – כמלאך הנצב על ראש דרך-א  
To understand the special joy of Succos we have to back up a few days to 
the Holy Day – Yom Kippur. Everyone was on a completely different 
level, dressed in white like an angel, without eating or drinking, the 
entire being immersed in the service of the Tefillah, our minds thinking 
completely different thoughts, elevated to a level above that of the rest 
of the year, completely spiritual, filled with good acceptances and a true 
desire to improve our ways, as if he were an entirely different person. 
It is explained in the writings of the Arizal (Sha’ar Hakavanos – Yom 
Kippur) that on Yom Kippur everyone goes up to a higher level than 
usual and when reaching this level there is no need to eat or drink or 
other bodily functions, only spiritual sustenance. This is why five Tefillos 
were established on Yom Kippur that are the sustenance and 
maintenance on this day, replacing the five bodily needs that are 
prohibited, ie. Eating, drinking, etc. This day these are not needed, only 
spiritual sustenance. However, as soon as the sun sets and the day is 
over, he returns home and does other things, the daily routine begs his 
attention, he is totally embarrassed, how the mighty have fallen from 
great heights, what happened to the higher levels where he had been? 

I sat and enjoyed His shade –  חמדתי וישבתיבצלו  
However, only a few days have gone by, and we sanctify the Festival of 
Succos upon us as explained in the Zohar HaKadosh that on Succos 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu surrounds us with the ‘Heavenly Shade’ – the 
shade of Emunah [faith], we return to reside at the lofty level of before.  

 



 

 

משחרב בית המקדש התקין רבן יוחנן בן זכאי-ב  
II. From when the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed Rabban Yochanan 

ben Zakai decreed 
There is another approach why it is called ‘the time of our gladness’. 
The Torah states (Vayikra 23:40)  ולקחתם לכם ביום הראשון פרי עץ הדר'

ושמחתם לפני ה' אלקיכם שבעת כפות תמרים וענף עץ עבות וערבי נחל 

 You shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of a tree‘ – ימים'
of splendor, fronds of date palms, and branches of a cordlike tree, and 
brook willows; and you shall rejoice before Hashem, your G-d, for 
seven days’. The obligation from the Torah is to take the lulav just on 
the first day and it is not taken at all on the rest of the days except in 
the Bais HaMikdash. Rambam writes (Hilchos Lulav Chapter 7): “The 
mitzvah is to take the lulav just on the first day, any place any time 
even on Shabbos, as it states, ‘you shall take for yourselves on the first 
day’, only in the Bais HaMikdash is it taken all seven days as it states, 
‘and you shall rejoice before Hashem, your G-d, for seven days’. 
However, when the Bais HaMikdash was destroyed, Rabban Yochanan 
ben Zakai established that the lulav be taken in all dwellings the seven 
days of the holiday, as our Rabbis have stated in a Mishna (Succah 
41a) ‘Originally, the lulav was taken in the Bais HaMikdash seven days 
and in the provinces one day. When the Bais HaMikdash was 
destroyed, Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai established that the lulav be 
taken in the provinces seven days in remembrance of the Bais 
HaMikdash. 

 מהות זכר למקדש עבודת בית המקדש אף משחרבה

The essence of remembering the Mikdash is the service of the Bais 
Hamikdash even after it was destroyed 

If we think about it, there is a special teaching hidden in the institution 
of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai. We have been wallowing in this exile 
for many years, we have no Kohen serving nor Levi standing, this is 
our loss from the service of the Bais HaMikdash as we say in the 
Mussaf for Shalosh Regalim “But because of our sins we have been 
exiled from our land and sent far from our soil. We cannot ascend to 
appear and to prostrate ourselves before You, and to perform our 
obligations in the House of Your choice, in the great and holy House 
upon which your Name was proclaimed, because of the hand that was 
dispatched against Your Sanctuary.’ It is literally here, at the very low 
point, Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai comes and tells us good news, he is 
establishing a great institution that the entire essence is a 
‘remembrance of the Sanctuary’, that is, if until now we took the four 
species every day only in the Bais HaMikdash, now Children of Israel 
take it in all your dwellings every day just as it was when the Bais 
HaMikdash stood. This tells us that true, the Bais HaMikdash is not 
really here, yet with this aspect it is as if it is still here. 
Nowadays, every person, wherever he might be, when he takes the 
four species to fulfill the mitzvah it is as if he is in the Bais HaMikdash, 
when he circles the bimah, it is as if he circles the mizbeach. This 
mitzvah shows us the mercy of Hashem Yisbarach that He not forsake 
His people and in the darkness of exile He reveals His love and 
compassion for us. 
Revelation of Shechina in exile –  על גילוי השכינה בגלות-שמחתינוזמן  
This is the great joy that emanates from Succos, to the extent that we 
call it ‘the time of our gladness’, that Hashem Yisbarach reveals His 
Shechina over us even in exile, and sometimes the revelation is 
greater in exile than not in exile. We see that the prophesies and 
visions told to Yechezkel were in Bavel. When the Jews were in their 
darkest moment in great pain, then HaKadosh Baruch Hu opened up 
to Yechezkel as he stood by the river of Bavel and He showed him the 
vision of the chariot. HaKadosh Baruch Hu resides with Israel 
throughout the exile wherever they might be, and when Yechezkel 
told this to Israel, they rejoiced and were encouraged, Hashem 
Yisbarach would surely not abandon them chas v’shalom for the sake 
of His great Name.   
 

This level is referred to as the ‘Celestial Mother’ comparable to a 
small child sitting in his mother’s lap surrounded and protected by 
it with a sense of protection and serenity, nothing can compare to 
this nor give him this feeling, so too HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
surrounds us on Succos with the ‘Surrounding Light’ like a mother 
encompassing her children with love and compassion. 

שממשיכים הקדושה לתוך חיי המעשהעל  –זמן שמחתינו   

The time of our gladness-extending sanctity in a life of deed 
This is the great joy, that we earn the protection under the shade 
of the wings of the Shechina on a much higher level as we were on 
Yom Kippur. However, distinct from Yom Kippur when we had to 
afflict ourselves and serve Hashem Yisbarach by depriving our 
daily needs, on Succos we serve Hashem Yisbarach together with 
the mundane, by eating and drinking and sleeping. We bring the 
sanctity and purity into our daily mundane lives. The righteous 
have described the advantage of Succos by saying that we enter it 
with the mud stuck to the bottom of our feet, that is, whatever 
status a person finds himself even with mud and dirt clinging to 
his soul, still, we all enter the succah as one to reside in the shade 
of the Shechina that surrounds its children with compassion. 
With this explanation it is no wonder that these days are called 
“the time of our gladness”. Is there any greater joy than this, 
protected and gathered in in the shade of the wings of the 
Shechina and extend the amazing lights and Celestial Sanctity into 
daily life? With every bite he eats or sip he drinks or nap he takes 
in the succah he fulfills a mitzvah. He just has to open his eyes and 
heart understand and see how many mitzvos he can fulfill in the 
succah offhandedly, without any effort or difficulty. I remember 
how my father, my teacher ztvk”l when he would converse with 
HaGaon HaAdir Rebbe Dovid Jungreis ztvk”l about the mitzvah of 
succah, these Tzaddikim would get excited from the simple service 
that with every little nap a person takes in the succah he fulfills a 
mitzvah. This mitzvah was so dear to my father, my teacher zt”l 
that even late in life – when it was difficult for him – he did not 
forgo sleeping in the succah, despite being exempt from this. 

רעדהילה שם תהא במקום ג  

In the place where there is rejoicing, there should be trepidation 
We must also remember what Chazal stated (Berachos 30b) ‘In 
the place where there is rejoicing, there should also be 
trepidation’. The succah is a reminder for all the Holy Names as 
brought in holy seforim (Pri Eitz Chaim Succos Chapter 3), the 
walls, the covering and even the floor are all in line with the Holy 
Names. We have the responsibility to conduct ourselves properly 
in the succah. Especially when we invite the seven shepherds 
around our table as brought in the Zohar HaKadosh that one must 
verbally invite them. “Be seated exalted guests, be seated guests 
of faithfulness”, and they come to spend time with him as a good 
friend, as some write, a separate chair should be set for the guest 
of the day. Think about it, a person is warned not to raise his voice 
in a succah so as not to be heard by his neighbors, how much 
more so with these guests sitting at the table, surely, he must 
conduct himself properly in holiness and purity. 
The righteous informed us of the importance of this holy mitzvah. 
HaRav HaTzaddik Rebbe Elazar Brazil zt”l would relate that he 
heard from a pious man who saw HaRav HaKadosh the ‘Divrei 
Chaim’ of Sanz zy”a, how on the first night of Succos he would 
pause at the entrance and say: “How and in what merit can I enter 
this holy succah?” He would stand there for a long time in awe 
and fear not wanting to enter until he calmed himself by saying: 
“We gave much money to charity today” as his way was to 
distribute much money to the poor and by saying this his lit up 
and enter the holy succah with joy. We learn from this story not to 
belittle the succah, try hard to act appropriately. 
 
 
 


