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Emor 5776-Respectable Receptacle 

 
In this week’s parsha Hashem instructs Moshe to teach Bnai 

Yisrael the mitzvos of observing the Yamim Tovim along with 

some other mitzvos associated with those days. Regarding Pesach, 

Hashem introduces the mitzva of the bringing of the Omer 

sacrifice. The Omer was a type of korban Mincha whose main 

ingredient was a 1/10th of an aifah of barley flour (approx. 86 

kzaisim). Now, what exactly does the word “Omer” mean? Says 

Rashi, that the vessel used to measure exactly a 1/10 of an aifah 

was called an Omer [as it says “And they measured with an Omer” 

(Shmos, 16:18)]. In other words, since this was the vessel used to 

measure the flour, the korban gets the name of that vessel. This is 

extremely puzzling, for there seems to be so many loftier names 

Hashem could have given this Mincha. After all, it signified the start of the harvest season. So why 

not give it a name like katzir (harvest)? Or call it matir (permitter), because by offering this korban 

all the new season’s grain became permitted for consumption. Imagine if I bought my wife a 

Tiffany necklace which came in a box. She wouldn’t tell her friends, “Hey, my husband bought 

me a box for my anniversary”. Here, too, why does Hashem emphasize the vessel by using it for 

the name of the korban? 

 Perhaps we can say as follows. Klal Yisrael currently find themselves in the middle of the 

forty-nine-day period between the start of Pesach and Shavuos. The sefarim are replete with the 

message that this is a time of spiritual growth. When the Yidden left Mitzrayim on Pesach they 

found themselves mired in the 49th level of impurity and used this forty-nine-day period to elevate 

themselves in preparation for the history-changing event of receiving the Torah at Sinai. 

Thousands of years later we too need this period as a time of growth, preparing ourselves 

spiritually, mentally and emotionally for the up-coming Shavuos of this year where we reaffirm 

our fealty to Hashem. And hopefully our efforts will allow us once again to be appropriate 

receptacles with which to receive the Torah. 

 Even though the Torah makes no overt mention of the above-mentioned job description 

during this time, nevertheless Hashem hints to it by calling the korban that kicks off this 49-day 

period “The Omer”. Yes, there are many different motifs to this korban, but Hashem wants us to 

understand that right now the thoughts of Yidden should be all about the vessel. The Omer was the 

perfect receptacle for the 1/10th of an aifah barley flour. As a matter of fact, it was created solely 

to measure such korbanos. Similarly, Yidden should strive to be like the Omer in time for their 

upcoming reception, the mother of all receptions - Kabbalas Hatorah.  

 The Omer is the yardstick. Can we get ourselves up to that level of the Omer, and become 

a perfect fit for what Hashem wishes to put into us, His holy Torah? 

 Oh, by the way, [even though the Omer was a specific name for this size of measuring 

vessel] the general Hebrew word used for the measuring vessels used in the Bais Hamikdash is 

“middah”. The Gematria of this word is of course 49.  

 Yes, 49 days to become the perfect 49 (middah) for the sweeter-than-honey Torah. 
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