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 Purim is in the air wherever one turns. For every 

part of Klal Yisroel, everywhere in the world, the 

preparations are in full swing. It is important to note 

though, that besides the great joy that is felt on this day, 

Purim is meant to be a day of elevation and inspiration 

too. 

 The months of Elul and Tishrei are permeated 

with striving for change and the desire to be different; a 

day that is compared to the day of Yom Kippur itself 

should surely bring about similar inspiration as well! 

Thus it behooves us all to try to see what area we can 

work on improving as we approach this special day. 

 As a possible example that can be gleaned from 

the story of Megilas Esther I would like to bring forth a 

very special middah, a middah that applies to every area 

of life, the middah of consistency.  

 The Megilah teaches us about Mordechai’s 

incredible resistance to the great tests placed in front of 

him. No matter what, he refuses to bow to Haman even 

when everyone else does. In describing this great and 

heroic act, the Posuk states “Umordechai Lo yichra vilo 

Yishtachaveh, “and Mordechai will not bend and will not 

bow…” 

 The first point that we must learn from this is the 

particular language that the Posuk uses in describing 

Mordechai’s decision: My Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Yechiel 

Perr Shlita once noted that the Posuk here speaks in 

future tense even though it is relating something that 

happened in the past. The reason for this, Rav Perr 

suggested, is because Mordechai was so set on his 

decision and strong in his conviction, that it was clear 

right then and there that no matter what he would never 

ever bow! 

Although that point itself is worthy of 

elaboration, we will discuss a different aspect of 

Mordechai’s deed. The Posuk also states: “Uvichol Yom 

Viyom, every single day.” This strength of character was 

not something that Mordechai did just once in his life. 

This was something that Mordechai had to overcome 

every single day for a very long time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In his sefer Ohel Moshe, Rav Moshe 

Scheinerman Shlita brings an amazing Midrash on this 

Posuk: Chazal teach us that Mordechai was emulating 

another great Tzadik about whom the Torah also uses the 

expression ‘every day’: Yosef HaTzadik. Every single 

day the wife of Potiphar would test Yosef, and still in all 

he refused to give in. The Midrash teaches us, that the day 

by day conviction and strength displayed by Yosef, 

allowed the day by day of Mordechai’s greatness to come 

to be. 

Rav Scheinerman then brings from Rav Chatzkel 

Levinstein an amazing idea on this: Both Yosef and 

Mordechai had the nisayon of ‘each and every day.’ The 

question is what in particular is the Midrash teaching us 

in the fact that they both experienced this test every day? 

Rav Chatzkel explained beautifully: One might have 

thought that the only difference between a nisayon 

experienced once or one encountered every day is simply 

the number of times the person is tested. We learn from 

Yosef and Mordechai, though, that it is much more than 

that. A test that is ‘every day’ is a different test 

completely; for the consistency of each and every day 

makes a very deep impression on a person; and it is 

specifically the day after day that creates the patterns 

within a person. Overcoming the fact that it was day to 

day was a much greater test; and the fact that both Yosef 

and Mordechai were able to do that reveals even more to 

us of their true greatness. 

 If this is the power that consistency can have on 

a person in the negative sense, how more effective must it 

be when it is used for good. When people are trying to be 

good and are ch’v not being successful, it may be because 

they lack this important middah - the midah of 

consistency. Often people embark on worthy endeavors 

but do not see them to completion because they slack off 

in the “day to day.” 

The above teaches us very clearly that when 

something is done every single day without fail; it has the 

power to change the person completely, as we are taught, 

“adam nifal kfi peulosav – man is formed by his actions.” 

May Hashem help that we should all merit to be 

consistent in all of our Avodas Hashem always and 

forever… BSD 
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