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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Pesach 5776 

 Leaving Egypt on Yom Tov  

We are currently a few days before Pesach. Let us 
contemplate what we are supposed to be thinking at this time. 
On the first day of Pesach Bnei Yisrael left Egypt, and on the 
seventh day after they left, there was the miracle of Kriyas 
Yam Suf.                         

There is a general question that one must ask regarding 
leaving Egypt on Yom Tov. Isn’t there a prohibition of 
leaving the Techum (boundary) on Yom Tov? [There is an 
argument whether the prohibition against leaving a Techum 
on Yom Tov is a Torah law or a Rabbinic law. I have 
discussed this in my Shiurim on Pesachim (5b).] Even though 
this occurred before the giving of the Torah, and therefore 
they were not commanded yet to keep the laws of Shabbos, 
our forefathers kept the Torah even before it was given. 
Moshe Rabeinu and the righteous people of the generation 
certainly kept the Torah! Therefore, the question how they left 
the Techum on Yom Tov is indeed a valid question. This 
question is not applicable for the rest of the forty years they 
were in the desert, as it is possible (even probable) that they 
did not travel on Shabbos and Yom Tov when they were in 
the desert.  

The answer must be that this was a special “Hora’as 
Sha’ah” – “temporary ruling” from Hashem that they should 
travel outside of their Techum on Yom Tov (see also Shabbos 
31b).                  

      Pesach Strengthens Emunah 

The fact that Bnei Yisrael left Egypt on Pesach should 
strengthen our Emunah. Hashem indeed performed the Makos 
and took us out of Egypt in order to strengthen our Emunah. 
This is as the Passuk often states regarding these topics, “And 
you will know that I am Hashem” and “And Egypt will know 
that I am Hashem.” Hashem wanted both Bnei Yisrael and the 
Egyptians to realize that He is the only true G-d.        

The very first one of the Aseres Ha’Dibros is, “I am 
Hashem your G-d Who took you out of Egypt.” We are 
commanded to believe that Hashem is our G-d, is all 

powerful, and He rules over the world with Hashgachah 
Peratis. It is evident that Hashem cares about what happens in 
the world from the fact that He miraculously took us out of 
Egypt. This is why we are commanded to remember that 
Hashem is our G-d “Who took us out of Egypt.” This shows 
His Hashgachah on the world, and strengthens our Emunah. 

This is why there is a Torah commandment to remember 
that we left Egypt everyday. This is one of the six Zechiros 
(remembrances), as stated in the Passuk in Devarim (16:3), 
“In order that you should remember the day that you left 
Egypt all of the days of your life.” When we remember this 
everyday, it strengthens our Emunah, and reminds us that 
Hashem runs the world. This also the reason why we are 
commanded to perform special Mitzvos on the night of the 
Seder, such as eating the Korban Pesach (when there is a Beis 
Ha’Mikdash), Matzah, and Maror. 

While there are other hidden reasons to all of the Mitzvos, 
we should gain strength from the obvious reasons as well, and 
use them to strengthen our Emunah in Hashem. 

When we say over the Hagadah, we recite how our 
forefathers used to offer the Korban Pesach to commemorate 
how Hashem skipped over the houses of the Jews in Egypt 
during Makas Bechoros.  

We know that Hashem himself performed Makas 
Bechoros. This is as we also recite in the Hagadah, “And I 
passed over Egypt on this night – I did so, and not a 
messenger, and I skipped over you.”  

The Sefer Divrei Eliyahu from the Vilna Gaon asks an 
obvious question. The Passuk also states that putting the 
blood on the lintels will prevent “the destructor from coming 
to your houses to destroy.” This implies that an angel 
performed Makas Bechoros and not Hashem. This seems to 
be a contradiction to the Passuk quoted previously! 

The Divrei Eliyahu answers that Makas Bechoros was 
performed by Hashem. However, if a person from Bnei 
Yisrael was supposed to die that night, he did not die. This is 
because Hashem wanted to show that only Egyptians died in 
this plague, not Jews. Accordingly, even someone who was 
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supposed to die by the hands of the Angel of Death did not 
die that night. This is why the Passuk states that even the 
angel could not enter that night.     

    The Death of Evildoers in Egypt  

We find that Jewish evildoers perished during Makas 
Choshech (the plague of darkness). This is as Rashi states in 
Shemos (22:10), “Why did he bring upon them darkness? 
There were Jews in that generation who were evil, and did not 
want to leave Egypt. They died in the first three days of 
darkness, in order that the Egyptians should not witness their 
downfall and remark, “They are being stricken as well!”              

Many Jews died during these three days. This is as Rashi 
comments on the Passuk, “Va’Chamushim Alu Bnei Yisrael 
Mei’Eretz Mitzrayim” – “And Bnei Yisrael left Egypt 
Chamushim (the simple translation of Chamushim is armed 
with weapons).” Rashi quotes Chazal as stating that the word 
Chamushim (which can also mean “one fifth”) alluded to the 
fact that only one in five Jews actually left Egypt, while four 
out of five died in the three days of darkness.  

The Shemos Rabah (14:3) states that some of these Jews 
had actually climbed into the upper crust of Egyptian culture, 
and were actually quite wealthy. They did not want to leave 
Egypt. This was especially true after the Makos started, as 
Bnei Yisrael stopped being enslaved at that point. Rashi in 
Rosh Hashanah (11a) states that half a year before they left 
Egypt, Bnei Yisrael stopped being enslaved by the Egyptians. 
Accordingly, some Jews who were wealthy and not enslaved 
had become quite comfortable there, and did not want to 
leave. 

Moreover, it is very possible that after they were no longer 
enslaved, they were offered very lucrative positions. This 
gave them a feeling of wanting to stay where they were, and 
not leave to follow Hashem into the “unknown.” They lost 
sight of the fact that the entire purpose of the Makos, and 
Bnei Yisrael being freed from Egypt, was so that they should 
receive the Torah at Har Sinai. This desire to stay in the 
impurity of Egypt led to their being killed during the first 
three days of darkness.         

Accordingly, the six hundred thousand men who left Egypt 
were only one fifth of the amount of Jews that were living in 
Egypt. Some say that even more than this amount died during 
Makas Choshech. This shows how Hashem caused Bnei 
Yisrael to multiply tremendously in Egypt! They started as a 
group of just seventy people who came down to Egypt with 
Yaakov Avinu, and ended up in the millions just two hundred 
and ten years later!  

 

     Pesach, Matzah, and Maror 

The Mitzvah of Korban Pesach, as stated previously, 
strengthens our Emunah. The process of Bnei Yisrael 
bringing the Korban Pesach in Egypt should also strengthen 
our Emunah. Bnei Yisrael took sheep from the Egyptians, 
while telling them openly that they were separating the 
animals in order to use them as a sacrifice, even though these 
were animals that the Egyptians worshipped as their gods! 
Even so, Hashem made sure that the Egyptians did not bother 
them or hurt them. This clearly was Hashgachah Peratis. 

The Mitzvah of Matzah also reminds us of the miracles of 
Egypt. We say in the Hagadah that we eat Matzah in order to 
remember that the dough of our forefathers had not yet risen. 
Even so, they left Egypt when Hashem told them it was time 
to leave. They did this, despite not having prepared other food 
in advance. 

There is an obvious question to ask. Bnei Yisrael had 
already been commanded to eat Matzah with the Korban 
Pesach. Accordingly, didn’t they already have Matzah to take 
with them out of Egypt? The Ran answers this question in 
Pesachim (25b in Dafei Ha’Rif) by saying that Bnei Yisrael 
had not been commanded in the prohibition not to have 
Chametz when they ate the first Korban Pesach. They 
therefore were not careful to make sure that the Matzos did 
not turn into Chametz. Only when they left Egypt, and they 
were hurriedly preparing more Matzah for their journey, did 
the dough not rise. This is what we commemorate when we 
eat Matzah. [Of course, they were then commanded 
afterwards that they could no longer have any Chametz 
either.] Accordingly, the Mitzvah of Matzah reminds us of 
our quick and miraculous redemption from Egypt. This 
Mitzvah as well strengthens our Emunah. 

The Mitzvah of Maror also strengthens our Emunah. We 
are reminded of how bitter the life of our forefathers was 
when they were enslaved in Egypt. The fact that Hashem 
saved us from this fate should strengthen our Emunah.                             

                     Emunah 
Emunah is logical. This is as Avraham Avinu observed 

when he saw the burning castle, that there is clearly no castle 
without an owner (i.e. builder, see Bereishis Rabah 39:1). The 
Chovos Ha’Levavos cites many proofs to the concept of 
Emunah at length in Shar Ha’Yichud. However, we know, 
and we have a tradition from our Rebbeim, that we do not 
have to delve into this topic. We know that Hashem gave us 
the Torah at Har Sinai, that Torah is from Hashem, and that 
we heard Hashem’s voice at Har Sinai.  
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Even the gentiles do not deny that we received the Torah at 
Har Sinai. The Christians and Muslims each think that there 
was another prophet who later changed what Hashem wanted. 
The King of the Kuzars stated to representatives of 
Christianity and Islam that you both believe in the fact that 
the Jews received the Torah at Har Sinai. You argue about 
which of your “prophets” changed things afterwards. 
Therefore, you are both liars, and the Jews are telling the truth 
(as you yourself admit to being the case until your “prophet” 
came along)!          

         The Influence of Tefilin 
The Mitzvah of Tefilin also strengthens our Emunah. This 

is as we say before we put on Tefilin, “That you commanded 
us to put on Tefilin, as the Passuk states, “And you will tie 
them as a sign etc.” Tefilin contain four Parshiyos that have 
within them Pesukim regarding the singularity and uniqueness 
of Hashem in the world. They also discuss the miracles 
Hashem did in Egypt, and how He has complete control over 
heaven and earth. We put them on our arm to indicate 
Hashem’s outstretched arm, and opposite our heart in order to 
indicate to our heart to follow the Mitzvos of Hashem. We 
state further that, “this should cause us to have a long life, and 
to think holy thoughts without having thoughts of sin at all.”                                                                                                

I heard from R’ Mordechai Tchikenovsky zt”l that he once 
visited the Brisker Rav zt”l. The Brisker Rav greeted him 
warmly, and gave him a very good feeling.  

When it came time for Minchah, the Brisker Rav zt”l put 
on his Tefilin, as his custom was to Daven Minchah with 
Tefilin. Once the Brisker Rav donned his Tefilin, R’ 
Tchikenovsky started to feel frightened. He did not even 
know why he suddenly felt that way. He later realized that 
this was clearly because the Brisker Rav put on his Tefilin. 
We know that Tefilin have the ability to scare the nations of 
the world, as the Passuk states, “And the nations of the world 
will see that the name of Hashem is upon you, and they will 
fear you.”                

Now, we all know people who do not seem to be any more 
fear inducing when they wear Tefilin. This is because they do 
not put on Tefilin with all of the proper intentions that they 
should have when wearing Tefilin. However, the Brisker Rav 
zt”l clearly had these intentions, causing people to be 
somewhat frightened in his presence when he wore Tefilin. 
This is especially true regarding people who are not on this 
lofty level.     

A similar story is related regarding the Vilna Gaon in the 
Sefer Keser Tefilin. The Vilna Gaon once stayed at an inn of 
a Jewish man. Both of them got up to Daven Shacharis in 
their respective rooms, and they donned Tefilin. Suddenly, a 

non-Jew ran into the room of the innkeeper and started 
beating him. The innkeeper started shouting, but the non-
Jewish hooligan would not let up. The Vilna Gaon opened the 
door between their rooms to see what was happening. The 
hooligan looked at the Gaon, and suddenly fainted.  

The innkeeper could not believe what he had seen. He 
asked the Gaon, “Why did he flee?” The Gaon replied, “He 
saw the Tefilin on my head.” The innkeeper did not 
understand, as he too had been wearing Tefilin. The Gaon 
explained, “You wear your Tefilin on your head, while I wear 
them in my head.” In other words, this effect that Tefilin can 
have is only for someone who wears Tefilin with the proper 
intent that he is subservient to Hashem. It is not for someone 
who merely puts them on his head.           

Rejoicing In Hashem 

There is a Mitzvah on Pesach of Simchas Yom Tov. The 
Shir Ha’Shirim Rabah (1:31) discusses the Passuk, “Zeh 
Ha’Yom Asah Hashem Nagilah v’Nismichah Bo” – “This is 
the day Hashem made, we should rejoice and he happy in it.” 
Rebbi Avin states, “It is not clear whether this means we 
should rejoice in the day (i.e. Yom Tov) or in Hashem.” He 
then concludes that we should be happy with Hashem.    

In other words, the happiness we have on Yom Tov is that 
we have the Torah and Mitzvos. Learning Torah and 
performing Mitzvos are so important, as through them we 
merit a good life in this world and eternal life in the next life.  

Learning Torah is the greatest possible happiness a person 
can have in this world. It is well known that there are many 
great Torah scholars who underwent operations without 
needing anesthesia. They would simply start learning for a 
few minutes before the operation, and would be so engrossed 
in their Torah learning that they did not notice the pain. 
Similarly, the Gemara in Shabbos (88a) says regarding Rava 
that he once was learning Torah while sitting on his finger. 
His finger started bleeding, and he did not even notice, since 
he was so utterly engrossed in learning Torah. 

      Moadim for  Learning        

 The Mishnah Berurah (530) quotes the Yerushalmi as 
stating that the reason that it is forbidden to work on Chol 
Ha’Moed (there is an argument whether it is forbidden by 
Torah law or Rabbinic law) is in order to give people time to 
learn Torah. Unfortunately, the Mishnah Berurah notes, 
people do not always utilize the time well, and end up eating, 
drinking, and being frivolous in general. This is not what is 
meant by Simchas Yom Tov. Rather, any happiness that does 
not involve Torah is not true happiness.  
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There is an argument in the Gemara in Beitzah (15b) 
whether the happiness on Yom Tov should be totally spiritual, 
totally physical, or half and half. While it is hard for us to 
imagine that we should have a totally spiritual Yom Tov (like 
Yom Kippur) without any physical pleasure at all, it is 
possible. It would be possible, for example, to learn Torah the 
entire day, and be satiated from Torah. Of course, we do not 
rule that one must be only spiritual. Rather, we say that a 
person should have half spiritual and half physical.            

However, we must remember that even the physical is in 
order to properly appreciate the spiritual side of Yom Tov, as 
a person can only be properly happy with the spiritual if he 
has taken care of the physical (i.e. eating and drinking good 
food and wine).  

May we merit fulfilling all the Mitzvos of Yom Tov, Chol 
Ha’Moed, and throughout the year as they are supposed to be 
fulfilled!         

         

     

   .                             

    

               

 

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Nisan 5776.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים
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The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  


