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וזכרת את כל הדרך אשר הוליכך ד' “ 8:2

אלקיך זה ארבעים שנה במדבר, למען 

ענתך לנסתך לדעת את אשר בלבבך 

 ”התשמר מצותו אם לא

“And you shall remember the entire road on which 

Hashem, your G-d, led you these forty years in the 

Midbar so as to afflict you, to test you, to know what 

is in your heart, whether you would observe His 

commandments or not.”  Why does the Posuk need 

to say, “כל” the entire road, when it immediately 

afterwards tells us that it encompasses the forty 

years that Klal Yisroel were in the Midbar?  

Additionally, what does it mean that Klal Yisroel were 

in the Midbar to “test” them to know what was in 

their heart?  Certainly Hakodosh Boruch Hu knew and 

knows at all times what is in everyone’s heart, and 

therefore there should be no reason to test them.  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

י"רש   That you should – ”התשמר מצותו“ 8:2 – 

not test Him, nor should you reflect after Him to 

question the righteousness of His ways.  (One should 

not question the ways of Hashem). 

יעקב קניזל' ר  למען ענתך לנסתך לדעת “ 8:2 – 

 Rashi is – ”את אשר בלבבך התשמר מצותו אם לא

telling us that the meaning of the Posuk cannot mean 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was testing Klal Yisroel to 

see what was in their hearts, for everything is 

revealed to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and He knows it all.  

Therefore Rashi explains that the test referenced in 

the Posuk refers to Klal Yisroel testing Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, that when they will have difficulties, they 

will go to Hashem and ask if He can sustain them.  `  

 The Posuk – ”התשמר מצותו“ 8:2 - באר בשדה 

seems to be contradictory. Observances of 

commandments are actions one performs, while that 

which is in his heart is not actions.  What does it 

mean, “to know what is in your heart, whether you 

will observe His commandments or not?”  Rashi 

answers this question by explaining that the Posuk is 

referring specifically to commandments associated 

with a person’s attitude after having affliction, 

hunger, and receiving the Mon.     

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  וזכרת את כל “ 8:2 – 

ךהדר ” – Fulfilling the Mitzvos is the sole, necessary, 

and sufficient condition for maintaining a relationship 

with Hashem, as well as for securing our happiness.  

Reliance on this power of the fulfillment of Mitzvos is 

the firm foundation of our calling.  Hashem led us 

through the Midbar for forty years in order to 

educate us on this reliance.  We must therefore 

always remember our sojourn in the Midbar, while 

being under the protection of Hashem at all times.  

The Yom Tov of Sukkos is an everlasting memorial to 

that journey.  “לדעת” – to know – so that you may 

come to know yourself, to learn to what extent you 

have already attained the moral strength required for 

steadfast observance of the commandments.  

Complete devotion to Hashem’s guidance and trust in 

Hashem, frees one of all concerns other than the 

concern to fulfill one’s duty.  These are the qualities 

upon which obedience to Hashem depends.  If 

necessary, is one prepared to go out into the 

wilderness with his wife and children, in order to 

remain faithful and obedient to Hashem?  That is the 

question one must ask himself to get the measure of 

his moral strength.   

ן"רמב   The Torah – ”וזכרת את כל הדרך“ 8:2 - 

is saying that by remembering the days in the Midbar 

you will be able to know that through the 

performance of Mitzvos there is complete goodness, 

and there will not be “a righteous man forsaken, nor 

his children begging for bread.”  This is known from 

that which Hakodosh Boruch Hu provided sustenance 

for Klal Yisroel in the Midbar through great miracles.  

He sent down Mon daily, because Klal Yisroel 

followed His commandments. What was the great 

trial to Klal Yisroel of receiving the Mon?  Klal Yisroel 

entered the great wilderness, the Midbar, without 

having any plans for themselves on how they would 

procure bread – and the Midbar was a place devoid 

of bread and sustenance.  When they did receive the 

Mon, they were never given any extra Mon, except 

for Shabbos, for any extra they managed to procure 

would be melted by the sun, as it tells us in Shemos 

16:21.  Klal Yisroel would hunger intensely for the 

Mon.  They did all of this in order to observe the 

Mitzvos of Hashem, as He would command.  
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Hakodosh Boruch Hu could have led Klal Yisroel 

through cities that were in proximity to the Midbar, 

however, He brought them into this trial because 

through this trial it would become known that they 

would observe Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Mitzvos 

forever.   

 – ”וזכרת את כל הדרך“ 8:2 - אך פרי תבואה  

There are many times that one does not perform a 

Mitzvah for he fears a loss of money, or a loss of his 

strength.  However, in truth, when one chooses to 

perform a Mitzvah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives him 

the strength and the money to perform the Mitzvah.  

When Klal Yisroel saw the Mon come down on a daily 

basis, it was then that they had this recognition, that 

it is all from Hashem. The same is true with Eretz 

Yisroel, when Klal Yisroel heeded Shemitah.  They 

saw the amazing Brocha that they had the other 

years, when they kept their fields fallow, and heeded 

the laws of Shemitah.  “וזכרת את כל הדרך” – Klal 

Yisroel must remember their travels through the 

Midbar, when they were sustained by Mon which 

came on a daily basis.  They did not know from one 

day to the next from where their food would come.  

They learned to rely on Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

implicitly for all of their needs. Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

provides for all human beings, Jews and non Jews.  

However, it is only to Klal Yisroel that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu wanted them to see this miracle, so that it 

would strengthen their Emunah in Him.  

א"גר  למען ענתך לנסתך לדעת את אשר “ 8:2 – 

 There are three – ”בלבבך התשמר מצותו אם לא

groups among Klal Yisroel, and this Posuk is 

addressing all of them. “למען ענתך” – is K’neged the 

Resha’im, and the affliction is given to them so that 

they can subjugate their Yetzer.  “לנסתך” – is K’neged 

the Beinonim, to test those who are not Tzaddikim or 

Resha’im to see who they really are.  “ לדעת את אשר

 is K’neged the Tzaddikim, to bring forth that – ”בלבבך

which is in their hearts to actual actions.   

ויהי “ Bereishis 22:1 – 55:2 – בראשית רבה 

 And“ – ”אחר הדברים האלה והאלקים נסה את אברהם

it was after these things happened, and Hashem 

tested Avrohom.”  Tehillim 11:5 “ צדיק יבחן ורשע ' ד

 Hashem examines the“ – ”ואוהב חמס שנאה נפשי

righteous one, but He despises the wicked and the 

lover of injustice.”  Rebbe Yonason said: When the 

flax maker has inferior quality flax, he does not beat 

it too much, for if he did, it would break.  But when 

his flax is superior quality, he beats it a lot, for his 

beating the flax progressively improves the quality of 

the flax.  So too, Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not test 

the wicked, for they will fail and ruin them even 

more, while the Tzaddikim are tested, for it is good 

for them.  The potter who makes clay vessels does 

not examine the vessels which look flimsy by striking 

them to test their strength, for by doing so he would 

break the flimsy vessel.  It is only the strong vessels 

that he strikes to test it, for it can withstand being hit 

several times.  So too, Hakodosh Boruch Hu only tests 

the righteous.  Rebbe Eliezer said: This is compared to 

one who owns two cows, one strong and one weak.  

Upon which one would he place the yoke?  Certainly 

on the strong cow, for it is that cow which can bear 

the yoke.  So too, Hakodosh Boruch Hu only tests the 

Tzaddikim.   

ויהי אחר הדברים “ Bereishis 22:1 - העמק דבר 

 The Medrash (see – ”האלה והאלקים נסה את אברהם

above Medrash 55:2) gives three parables to 

illustrate that Hashem’s tests of the righteous come 

in three different forms.  The Moshol of the potter 

represents the simple meaning of Hashem’s testing of 

the righteous, which is to ascertain the strength and 

the degree of their righteousness.  The Moshol of the 

flax maker, represents the test in which Hashem 

seeks to elevate the righteous by putting them 

through trials and tribulations. Only by turning one’s 

potential for righteousness into an actual 

performance of righteousness can it become fully 

ingrained within the person, so that it becomes part 

of the person’s makeup.  Once it is ingrained within 

the Tzaddik, and in his children, it becomes naturally 

easier to maintain that level of devotion for 

generations.  The Moshol of the two cows represents 

why the Tzaddik has hardships come upon him, and 

that is because practically speaking, he is the one 

who can deal with it best.  He is the strong cow, who 

can handle the burden.  It is the righteous who save 

others from hardships that they would not be able to 

endure, and in return the Tzaddikim are given great 
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reward for their unwavering Emunah in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu and being the protectors of Klal Yisroel.   

למען ענתך לנסתך לדעת את “ 8:2 - העמק דבר 

 There are three – ”אשר בלבבך התשמר מצותו אם לא

types of tests that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives, as 

explained above.  Here the Posuk is referring to the 

test of the potter, where the test is to ascertain the 

strength Klal Yisroel had at that point in time – to see 

to it that they would be prepared for what would 

come after the forty years in the Midbar, and they 

would enter Eretz Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel needed to be 

ingrained with Emunah in Hashem for the forty years 

in the Midbar, for it takes forty years for something 

to actually endure.   

למען ענתך לנסתך “ 8:2 – בן יהוידע על התורה 

 There – ”לדעת את אשר בלבבך התשמר מצותו אם לא

are two potential types of achievement Klal Yisroel 

were working on to enter the Land of Eretz Yisroel: 

Gashmiyos and Ruchniyos.  There are many Mitzvos 

that cannot be performed outside of Eretz Yisroel, 

and therefore their entering Eretz Yisroel would have 

a potential Ruchniyos gain.  The Gashmiyos desire to 

enter the Land would be for the superior produce of 

the Land, more superior than outside of the Land.  

How can one be tested to see why he wants to enter 

the Land: is it to perform the Mitzvos connected to 

the Land, or to partake of the luscious fruit of the 

Land?  Klal Yisroel had to travel for forty long arduous 

years through the Midbar.  Were they despondent 

over their being in the Midbar for forty years?  If their 

purpose of entering the Land was for Ruchniyos, then 

they would not be despondent to be in the Midbar, 

for every step of the way they were following the 

Rotzon Hashem, as He told them where to encamp 

and where to travel.  So while they may have wanted 

to enter the Land for the Mitzvos, which they could 

perform there, they would still be content on some 

level in the Midbar.  However, if Klal Yisroel wanted 

to enter the Land of Eretz Yisroel for Gashmiyos, then 

they would not be content during their travels 

through the Midbar. “למען ענתך” – Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu afflicted Klal Yisroel and had them travel through 

the Midbar to see what was in their hearts, to see, 

 from a Loshon of ”התשמר“ – ”התשמר מצותו אם לא“

  .meaning waiting anxiously – ”ואביו שמר את הדבר“

The test was to see if Klal Yisroel would be waiting 

anxiously to enter Eretz Yisroel to perform the 

Mitzvos of the Land, or was it so that they could have 

Gashmiyos.  The test was to see how they would 

handle being in the Midbar following the commands 

of Hashem – would they be pained by it, or would 

they look forward to the time when they would have 

the Mitzvos of the Land, though at the same time 

were happy to be in the Midbar for they were 

following the Rotzon Hashem?  

וזכרת את כל הדרך אשר “ 8:2 – בן איש חי 

אלקיך זה ארבעים שנה במדבר' הוליכך ד ” – Why does 

the Posuk say, “כל” – “all” of the travels – as the 

words seems to be superfluous?  The Torah is coming 

to teach us a great lesson that we must learn both 

from goodness and punishment.  If one sees 

goodness come upon one who serves Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu properly, one should learn from it that he 

receives reward in this world for it, in addition to the 

reward put away for him in the next world.  

Conversely, if one Chas V’sholom sees another having 

evil befall a person who follows the Rotzon Hashem, 

he should learn from that the severity of sin, and that 

even this person must receive the punishment in 

order to be cleansed of sin.  Know, that during the 

forty years that Klal Yisroel travelled through the 

Midbar that they saw amazing goodness, the likes of 

which had not been seen before, and at the same 

time also saw punishments which were extremely 

harsh and bitter.  It all depended on the actions of 

Klal Yisroel: were they performing actions which 

brought them closer to Hashem, or Chas V’sholom 

performing actions which created greater separation 

between them and Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  “כל” – Klal 

Yisroel were to learn from everything, the good and 

the bad, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world, 

and that the choice was theirs, if they wanted to 

bring themselves close to Hashem.   

ם"מלבי  וזכרת את כל הדרך אשר הוליכך “ 8:2 - 

אלקיך זה ארבעים שנה במדבר' ד ” – There were three 

gifts that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave to Klal Yisroel 

which they can only acquire through Yisurim, 

afflictions: Torah, Eretz Yisroel, and Olam Habah.  The 

Nefesh needs Yisurin in order to weaken the 

mundane powers of the Guf, so that the Koach of 

Ruchniyos can overpower the Koach of Gashmiyos. 
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This is what Hakodosh Boruch Hu showed Klal Yisroel 

in the Midbar.  Klal Yisroel needed to go through 

forty years in the Midbar as a preparation to receive 

Eretz Yisroel.  It was in the Land of Eretz Yisroel 

where they were able to have a Kiyum of the Torah 

Hakdosha, because they went through the trials and 

tribulations in the Midbar.  There were two crucial 

ingredients for Klal Yisroel to be prepared to be 

Mekayeim the Torah: “למען ענותך” – to weaken the 

 the baseness and mundane of the Guf, through ,חומר

the afflictions in the Midbar, and “ולמען נסותך” – to 

strengthen the Kochos of the Nefesh through the 

great miracles which Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

continuously performed in the Midbar with the pillar 

of fire and the Ananei Hakovod, with Hashem being 

there with them.  “בלבבך“ – ”לדעת את אשר בלבבך” – 

two hearts: the Yetzer Tov which is from the Koach of 

the Nefesh, and the Yetzer Hara which is from the 

Koach of the Chomer.  The Koach of the Yetzer Hara 

needed to be weakened in front of the Yetzer Tov, 

and with that it will be known, “ ותיו אם התשמר מצ

 if Klal Yisroel are heeding the Mitzvos of – ”לא

Hashem properly.  What is the difference between a 

 A Bechina is where one tests ?נסיון and a בחינה

something to see what it is – like testing gold to see if 

it is gold.  A Nisoyon is where one tests a person to 

see if he has a new Koach that he did not even know 

he had.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Klal Yisroel 

Nisyonos in the Midbar, so that they would come to 

the realization of the tremendous Kochos that they 

indeed had.  This brought them to greater levels of 

Ruchniyos, where their Yetzer Tov was able to 

conquer their Yetzer Hara, and they were able to 

perform the Mitzvos of Hashem.   

למען ענתך לנסתך לדעת “ 8:2 - תורת גבריאל 

 The Posuk – ”את אשר בלבבך התשמר מצותו אם לא

cannot Chas V’sholom mean that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu has to test people to see what is in their hearts.  

Certainly Hashem sees all, and nothing is hidden from 

him.  The Posuk is warning man who goes in the ways 

of Hashem, that he should not have full belief in 

himself that he is always doing the correct thing.  As 

it says in Avos, one should not have full faith in 

himself.  This means that one must know that there 

are always new tests which come his way.  There are 

always two paths in front of a person, a path of good 

or a path of evil. How is one to know what is truly in 

his heart, will he truly fulfill the Mitzvos of Hashem?  

If one always remembers everything that happened 

during the forty years in the Midbar, when it was 

apparent that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was always there 

with Klal Yisroel, every step of the way, that is how he 

will know what is in his heart.  He must realize that 

now too, many years after Klal Yisroel left the 

Midbar, Hakodosh Boruch Hu is always in front of us.  

When one recognizes that, it will ensure that he 

continues to choose goodness, a life of Ruchniyos.   

למען ענתך לנסתך לדעת את “ 8:2 - נחל גבים 

 When one goes – ”אשר בלבבך התשמר מצותו אם לא

into the army, he is taught all matters needed for him 

to be successful in the army. He is taught how to eat, 

how to handle weapons, how to exercise so that his 

body is in shape, etc…  So too, for one to join the 

army of Hashem, he must be fully prepared.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal Yisroel out of 

Mitzrayim, and they were going to become the army 

of Hashem.  Klal Yisroel needed to traverse through 

the Midbar for forty years in order to have all the 

skills and knowledge to be proper soldiers in the 

army of Hashem.  All of the “tests” were to 

strengthen them for their Avodah in this world.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Posuk says, “כל” – “all,” and what the Posuk is 

referring to when it speaks about a test.  There are 

many things that happened to Klal Yisroel throughout 

their journey in the Midbar, some good and some 

bad.  Klal Yisroel were accepted into the army of 

Hashem, and they needed all of the tools to be 

proper soldiers.  They needed to see the good and 

the bad, to know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is doing it 

all, and even that which appears to be bad, is good.  

Klal Yisroel need to know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

always there with them, and they must always 

choose life, good.  The test is for ourselves, not for 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The test is to let us know that 

we can rise to the challenge, of course with the help 

of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  This was a crucial lesson for 

Klal Yisroel in their service in the army of Hashem.  

We must recognize that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will 

help us if we work on it, but we must take test after 

test – keep growing from each test, keep rising to the 

challenge, and thereby raising our level Ruchniyos. 

May we be Zoche to be true soldiers in the army of 

Hashem.  


