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Kosher Meat 
On one of his travels through Hungary, Rav Levi Yitzchok stopped in a small town for 

a few days. He kept to himself and did not tell anyone who he was, but the townspeople 
suspected that they had a holy person in th

The day after he arrived in town, a man came to visit him.

“Sholom aleichem,” said the man. “I am the town butcher, and I’m having a problem 
these days. Perhaps you can help me?”

 “What is your problem?” said Rav Levi Yitzchok.

“The regular shochet who slaughters our meat has been called away for a while, and 
without his services, of course, we cannot provide kosher meat for our people. You seem to 
be a Talmid Chochom, and I’m fairly certain that you know the laws of 
thinking that you might actually be a certified 

“Actually, I am,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok.

The butcher clapped his hands in delight. “If you come with me now, you would be 
doing our town a great favor. I have a cow behind my shop, and
have meat for the people within a few hours. And I will pay you double what I usually pay 
our shochet for your troubles.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok stood up. “I will be happy to come with you and slaughter your 
cow, but before we go, there is a pressing matter I must discuss with you. I need your help as 
well.” 

“Certainly, what is your problem?”

“I’m raising money for an important cause,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “That is why I’m 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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The butcher clapped his hands in delight. “If you come with me now, you would be 
after you are done, I could 

have meat for the people within a few hours. And I will pay you double what I usually pay 

Rav Levi Yitzchok stood up. “I will be happy to come with you and slaughter your 
here is a pressing matter I must discuss with you. I need your help as 

“I’m raising money for an important cause,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “That is why I’m 
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traveling in Hungary. So far, however, I have not raised all the money needed. So I would 
like to ask you for a loan of ten silver rubles, which I will repay you as soon as I raise the rest 
of the money. In addition, you have my personal guarantee that I will repay you even if I fail 
to raise the rest of the money. So your money is secure.” 

 “Secure?” said the butcher. “I don’t think so. I mean do I know you? Do I really know 
you? Why, I’ve never even laid eyes on you before yesterday. You’re a total stranger. Sure, 
you look like a holy person, but I’m telling you from experience that appearances can be 
deceiving. Things aren’t always as they seem. Ten silver rubles is a lot of money. You can’t 
expect me to lend that much money to a total stranger.” 

“Really?” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “Listen to what you are saying. You won’t trust me 
with ten rubles, because I might not be who I appear to be. But you will trust me to slaughter 
your cow so that you can provide kosher meat for the entire town. Did you ask for proof of 
my certification? Did you test me in any way? And yet, you are willing to feed questionable 
meat to all the townspeople based on appearances alone.” 

The butcher put his head in his hands. “You are so right,” he said. “What I did was 
terribly wrong. I’ve learned my lesson, and I will be more careful in the future. Thank you for 
helping me put my priorities in order. Anyway, the people are still hungry. So, do you have 
any proof that you are a certified shochet?” 

“No, I don’t,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “In fact, I am really not a shochet. But I was 
scandalized by your easy acceptance of my claim without any proof, so I decided to call your 
attention to your error.” 

n 

Dvar Torah 
Moshe was beleaguered by throngs of hungry people crying out for meat. “Who will 

feed us meat?” they said. “We still remember the fish we ate in Egypt.” What is the 
connection between these two statements? If they had a desire for meat, why did they find it 
necessary to mention the fish that they ate in Egypt? 

Our Sages tell us, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, that the mon had the taste of almost all 
the other foods in the world. If a person wanted it to taste like a certain food then it did. But 
there was one condition. The person had to know the taste of that food; it had to be lodged in 
his memory. Then, when he recalled the taste of that food, he could transfer those flavors 
from his memory into the mon and enjoy the experience of eating that food. But if he had 
never tasted that food, if that taste was unknown to him, he could not experience the pleasure 
of eating that unfamiliar food when he ate the mon. 

The taste of kosher meat, that's been slaughtered and salted according to the 
instructions of the Torah, differs from the taste of non-kosher meat. The Jewish people were 
not familiar with the taste of kosher meat. The only meat they knew was non-kosher meat 
that they had eaten in Egypt before they were instructed with the laws of kashrus. Therefore, 
they could not experience the taste of kosher meat in the mon. 

That is what they were saying to Moshe. “Who will feed us meat?” How will we 
experience the enjoyment of eating meat? We have no recollection of the taste of kosher meat 
in our memories. We do not have this problem with fish, because there are no special 
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instructions for the preparation of fish. Therefore, since we remember the fish we ate in 
Egypt, we can experience the taste of fish in the mon. But how will we have the taste of meat? 

n n n 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“When you light the lamps” (Bamidbar 8:2)  
 

The issue here is that sometimes a righteous individual falls 
from his level, for Hashem, May He be Blessed, “…desires 
Kindness” (Michah 7:18), and regarding all the divine sparks that 
had previously fallen into the depths of the husks, His Will, Blessed 
is He, is that they be raised up to serve the Creator. So that indeed, 
when a righteous individual falls, he is about in the same place as 
the divine sparks, and it is certain that one who is righteous is 
attached with a strong bond to the highest source and that he 
therefore rises with increased force and enhanced courage. Because 
of this the divine sparks will also turn towards their source and rise 
up. And this is what Scripture means when it says, “When you light 
the lamps” – that is, when the divine sparks ascend towards the face 
of the Menorah. Pnei (the face) is an expression of turning, as the 
divine sparks turn towards the Menorah, that is the Divine Presence 
(Zohar HaKadosh, section 2, paragraph 133a), the highest source. 

Then they will all be raised and the seven lamps will shine with light. 

n 
 “When you light the lamps” (Bamidbar 8:2)  
 

The Gemara in Maseches Shabbos 22a asks, “Does He need 
orah, its light; that is, the light of the Menorah? Did not Yisrael 
travel for forty years in the Wilderness by His light?” And Tosafos 
there asks, “Why does the Gemara ask only about those forty years? 
Don’t we rely on His light at all times?” It seems that the answer to 
the question of Tosafos is that at all times Hashem guides us by the 
light of the laws of nature, whereas during those forty years, He 
guided us outside of the realm of the natural laws, by the pillar of 
fire, etc. The principle is that the word orah is a feminine word, 
referring to something receiving the light of Hashem, May He be 
Blessed, and that is the way nature operates. Therefore, the Gemara 
asks, “During all those forty years, the Jewish people traveled by the 

Light of Hashem Himself, May He be Blessed; that is, outside of the Realm of Nature, and that 
is what is meant by the question, ‘In the context of super-natural divine light, what need was 
there for the light of the Menorah; precisely, natural light.’ ” 

n 
“And I have given the Leviim ...” and the preceding verse,  
“And I have taken the Leviim”  

 

Rashi’s interpretation of the words 
“And I have given” is: “Five times it is 
stated ‘the Children of Yisrael’ in this verse, 
to make known the Love of Hashem for 

Kedushas Levi 
compares the situations of 
the righteous individual who 
has fallen from his level of 
righteousness to that of 
divine sparks that have 
fallen. He says that it is 
certain that the righteous 
individual is attached with a 
strong bond to the Highest 
Root and therefore will rise 
with increased force and 
great energy, and when they 
elevate themselves towards 
the Highest Root, they will 
take the fallen sparks with 
them. 

The Gemara asks, 
“Did Hashem need the light 
of the Menorah? Did not 
Yisrael travel for forty years 
in the wilderness by His 
Light?” Tosafos extends the 
question – “Don’t we rely at 
all times on His light?” The 
answer is that during the 
forty years in the wilderness, 
we relied on super-natural 
light. What then was the 
need for the Menorah as a 
light source? 

Rashi explains that “the Children of Yisrael” is 
mentioned five times in this verse. Why? Because you 
might think that the selected item from a group is the 
preferred item. Not so; Hashem loves all the Tribes of 
Yisrael equally; Levi was selected only to provide 
Atonement. 
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them etc.” The explanation of this is that when a person chooses one item from a group, it 
would seem to imply that He prefers that one over the others. And here, since the Holy One, 
Blessed is He, chose the Levi’im, lest you say, G-d Forbid, that His great Love is not focused 
on all of Yisrael, for that reason the name Yisrael appears five times in this verse, to show His 
great Love for Yisrael, just as for the Leviim. And the purpose for which the Leviim were 
chosen, was only to provide atonement for the Children of Yisrael. 
 

The aim of the following discussion is to resolve the conflict 
whereby here, in connection with the sacrifices of the Leviim, when 
the Torah uses the expression “to take” a sacrifice, it places the Olah 
sacrifice before the Chatas sacrifice, whereas in the Torah’s 
discussion of the actual bringing of the sacrifices (BaMidbar 8:12), 
the Chatas precedes the Olah. The explanation is in accordance with 
the sound argument that my father Z”L, provided. That in 
connection with all other sins, the Chatas precedes the Olah 
(Zevachim 89b), but in the case of the sin of idol-worship, then the 
Olah precedes the Chatas (Horios 13a). The reason for this is in 
accordance with the Gemara (Zevachim 7b), that cites the following 
metaphor: “If a king’s subjects wish to propitiate him, an advocate 
enters first to accomplish that objective, and only afterwards do the 
subjects give a gift to the King.” The nimshal, or referent, of the 
metaphor is that the Chatas is the advocate who seeks atonement 
from and propitiates Hashem, May He Be Blessed, and only 
afterwards comes the gift, that is the Olah, that is totally burnt on 
the Altar, whose purpose is only to serve as a gift, and in general has 

nothing to do with atonement. 
 

My father asked, “But doesn’t the Olah also accomplish 
atonement for sinful thoughts, as is known from VaYikra Rabbah 
7:3. It is only that the Holy One Blessed is He does not in general 
view thought as equivalent to deed, and therefore thought does not 
require atonement in and of itself. But in the case of idol-worship, 
He does view thought as equivalent to deed (Kiddushin 40a) and 
therefore sinful thoughts would indeed require atonement. Thus, in 
the case of idol-worship, the Olah precedes, for it secures 

atonement for the thought that preceded the deed. 
 

Given the above, it appears to me that in this context, where 
the subject matter is the People of Yisrael, the Holy Nation, the 
descendants of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, and the purpose of 
the sacrifices of the Levi’im was to obtain atonement for the Sin of 
the Calf. And the truth is that the People of Yisrael did not sin in 
connection with that act; rather, it was the Erev Rav (the 

intermixed multitude of Egyptians who fled with the Israelites, but still held on to their 
practice of idol-worship), who were responsible for it and whose intention was indeed for idol-
worship (Shemos Rabbah 42:6). Whereas the intention of the People of Yisrael was to worship 
Hashem, Blessed is He, but their sin was only in that they wanted a new leader [Compare 
Ramban Tisa 32:1 and Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh there, at text beginning “who will go”], and 
for that, they required atonement. 
 

Here we will 
attempt to resolve the 
conflict in the placement of 
the Chatas and the Olah 
with respect to each other 
depending on the context. 
When the Torah speaks of 
taking a sacrifice, the Olah 
precedes; whereas in the 
discussion of the bringing of 
the sacrifices, the Chatas 
precedes. A moshol is used 
to resolve the conflict. If a 
king’s subjects wish to 
propitiate him, an advocate 
enters first to accomplish 
that; then the gift is given. 
That is the case with the 
Chatas, which propitiates, 
and then the Olah, the Gift, 
is given. 

The sin of idol-
worship represents a 
special case, where there is a 
special need for atonement. 
In that case, the sinful 
thought also requires 
atonement. Therefore, in the 
case of idol-worship, the 
Olah precedes. 

Here the purpose of 
the sacrifice was to obtain 
atonement for the sin of the 
Golden Calf. If so, why did 
not the Olah precede the 
Chatas? 
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And when Scripture writes “And they took...” it would seem 
that the Olah should have preceded the Chatas, for that is the 
atonement for the sin of idol-worship. But in truth, the People of 
Yisrael are a Holy Nation, and their intention was not idol-worship; 
they only wanted a new leader for the generation, and it was for this 
that they required atonement. And to accomplish this that they took 
a Chatas first, to serve as an advocate, to enter and seek atonement, 
followed by an Olah – as a gift to Hashem, May He Be Blessed, that 
He should receive it willingly, with love and kindness, for Yisrael did 
not sin at all in connection with idol-worship. 

 

n 
 

“When the Holy Ark moved...” (BaMidbar 10:35) 
 

This paragraph is framed by upside-down nuns. For the 
letter nun is associated with fear of Hashem (Zohar HaKadosh, 
section 2, paragraph 91a), and therefore its form is bent. And 
therefore also, all the Hebrew letters, as it were, “turn their faces,” 
for each is ashamed to gaze upon its neighbor. And the general 
principle is that a person should be humble with regard to his Fear 
of Heaven, as it says (Tanna D’vei Eliyahu Rabbah chapter 21), “A 
person should always...,” but when a person wishes to raise up 
divine sparks, he must make known his fear, and by that, the divine 
spark will also rise to fear Hashem. And behold, the purpose of the 
travels of Yisrael in the wilderness was to raise the divine sparks 
(Refer to Zohar HaKadosh, section 2, paragraph 157a), and then 

they were required to reveal their fear to all, in order that the divine sparks would also fear 
Hashem. And this is the meaning of “When the Holy Ark moved,” that the Ark traveled with 
Yisrael in the wilderness to raise the divine sparks, and therefore its purpose as well was to 
make known the fear of Hashem. And this is hinted at by the nun that is associated with fear 
of Hashem, for here it is turned upside-down, to reveal the fear of Hashem, to raise the divine 
sparks. 

n 

 “Who will feed us meat?...We remember the fish...” (BaMidbar 11:4-5) 
 

At first glance, it is difficult to understand the 
connection between eating meat and remembering fish! But 
this can be explained as follows: In the mon, they could taste all 
possible tastes that they desired (Maseches Yoma 75a), but this 
was limited to tastes with which they were familiar, that they 
were able to draw by their imagination into the mon. But a 
taste that was unfamiliar to them, , they could not incorporate 
into the mon since they had no way of imagining that taste. 
Thus, the taste of kosher meat; that is, meat from an animal 
that was slaughtered according to Jewish Law and that had 
been salted, is different from the taste of meat from an animal 
that had not been slaughtered properly and not been salted. 
Now in Egypt, they had eaten meat that was not prepared 

The answer is that 
the People of Yisrael, the 
Holy Nation, did not commit 
the sin of idol-worship in 
connection with the Calf. It 
was rather the Erev Rav, the 
mixed mutitude of 
Egyptians who left Egypt 
with the Israelites who 
committed that sin. The 
Children of Yisrael just 
wanted a new leader. 

This paragraph is 
framed by upside-down 
nun’s, because the nun is 
associated with fear of 
Hashem, and therefore its 
normal form is bent. 
However, in the wilderness, 
where the purpose of 
Yisrael’s traveling was to 
raise divine sparks, and the 
method of doing that was by 
displaying fear of Hashem, 
the nun had to be turned 
upside down. 

At first glance, it is 
difficult to understand why 
different language was used for 
meat and fish! However, from the 
perspective of how they ate the 
mon, the miraculous bread from 
heaven, which could duplicate the 
taste of any food that they could 
imagine, it is quite possible. While 
they were in Egypt, the meat they 
ate was not kosher. It was not 
slaughtered nor salted according to 
the Laws of Kashrus. They had no 
way of recollecting the taste of 
kosher meat. However, regarding 
fish, kosher fish have no special 
method of preparation. Thus, they 
had vivid memories of fish 
consumed, but none of meat. 
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according to Jewish Law  so they were familiar with that taste, but with the taste of meat 
prepared according to Torah Law, they were as yet unfamiliar. Thus, after the Giving of the 
Torah, when we were commanded to eat only meat prepared according to Torah 
specifications, as mentioned above, they were unable to incorporate that taste into the mon, as 
opposed to the taste of the fish, since there were no Torah laws that applied to fish.  
 

And regarding that which they said, “Who will feed us 
meat?...” so that they could taste it afterward in the mon, and “we 
remember the fish,” that we already taste in the mon, but not the 
meat, as explained above, alludes to the fact that the Holy One, 
Blessed is He, will prepare the banquet in the future from the 
leviathan and the wild ox (VaYikra Rabbah 13:3), and the wild 
geese, and the wine that was preserved from the six days of Creation 
(Maseches Berachos 34b). For at that time, the People of Yisrael 
will again eat mon, as they did at the time of the exodus from Egypt. 
Therefore, Hashem will prepare the banquet for the righteous from 
those items, so that afterward, when they eat the mon, they will be 

able to taste again those foods that they ate at the banquet, and in the waters of the well, they 
will taste all of the drinks that they enjoyed at the banquet, as they did during the exodus from 
Egypt.  

n 

“And the Mon was as Coriander Seed” 
 

For a person who gives charity has an effect upon the poor 
person, but our Rabbis (34:10) said, “Greater than the effect that the 
philanthropist has...” Thus we see that the recipient of charity has 
an effect as well upon the giver. However, the effect that the giver of 
charity has is material, while the effect that the recipient of charity 
has is spiritual; that the Holy One Blessed is He gives him eternal 
life, and holiness and purity. 

 

And so was it with the mon, for the mon had an effect upon 
the People of Yisrael who ate from it, that was somewhat material, 
and the People of Yisrael had an effect upon the mon that was more 
subtle and spiritual, in accordance with what Chazal say (Maseches 
Yoma 75a), “Whatever they desired to taste in it, they would taste.” 
Thus the mon received from them something invisible, any taste 
that they desired; And the word used to describe the mon, gad, 
consists of the initials gimmel, dalet of gomel dalim (Maseches 
Shabbos 104a). And the meaning of this is that the mon is as a 
charity-giving seed, for the mon contained within it an aspect of 
doing kindness for the poor, for this one would have a tangible 
effect upon the other, while the other would have an intangible 
effect upon this. So it was with the mon; the mon, had a tangible 

effect upon the Israelite, and the Israelite had an intangible effect upon the mon. And this is as 
a seed of giving, as a sowing of doing kindness, for sowing and charity are synonymous, as 
Chazal say in Maseches Bava Kamma (17a), citing the pasuk, “Sow for yourselves charity” 
(Hoshea 10:12). 
 

The question, “Who 
will feed us meat?” alludes 
as well to the idea that at the 
Banquet of the Future, the 
caterer will be none other 
than Hashem and, since 
mon will again be eaten at 
that time, we will be able to 
taste in it the indescribable 
taste of the leviathan and 
the wild ox and the drinks 
that we will enjoy at that 
banquet for the righteous. 

For the effect of the 
mon upon the people was 
mirrored by the effect of the 
people on the mon. The 
former was material, but 
then the mirror effect of the 
infinite variation in taste set 
in, to delight the people. 

The mon had the 
capacity of Gomel Dalim, 
doing good for the poor,” 
and therefore it is said to 
have the nature of “Kezera 
Gad” where Gad is spelled 
Gimmel, Dalet, as is the 
expression Gomel Dalim. 
The first word in that 
description, zera, meaning 
seed, for sowing, is also 
significant, for sowing and 
giving charity are alike, as in 
the pasuk “Sow for 
yourselves charity.” 
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Alternatively, the mon was as coriander seed may be 
explained as follows: Sometimes an individual wears himself out in 
attempting to make a living, such as in the effort to amass monetary 
wealth. But that is not the case for the poor man – his monetary 
wealth, such as it is, is given him without the investment of his own 
effort. So was it with the tastes of the mon; the one who ate it did 
not have to invest much physical effort in acquiring those tastes; 
what he imagined the taste to be, so it was. And the mon was in this 
manner like a seed of gomel dalim, its beneficence was like charity 
given to the poor, requiring no effort on the part of the receiver, or 
like sowing that is called charity, as it says “Sow for yourselves 

charity” (Hoshea 10:12). 

n 

“Did I conceive... as a nursemaid carries a nursling on the Land?... From where 
will I get meat...?” (BaMidbar 11:12-13) 
 

  One should carefully examine the expression on the Land, (al 
HaAdamah), because to the Land (el HaAdamah) [because they 
were in the midst of an arduous journey towards Eretz Yisrael] 
would seem to have been more appropriate! Further, what is the 
connection between the questions regarding meat and that 
regarding the Land? A possible answer is the following: Moshe was 
always pouring out, as it were, abundance and kindness upon 
Yisrael, and that Moshe should limit this abundance was not in his 
nature. And therefore the fact that the mon that descended due to 
the merit of Moshe contained all possible tastes, (Maseches Taanis 
9a) testifies to his nature. Here Yisrael was requesting of Moshe that 
he exercise tzimtzum, that he deviate from his characteristic general 

abundance and give them specifically, meat. Another aspect of specificity was Eretz Yisrael. 
This is hinted at by the expression on the Land; that is, they craved something from him, 
meat, with the same specificity as he desired to enter, specifically, Eretz Yisrael. And that is 
the meaning of on the Land. 

n 

“And he said, ‘My master, Moshe, restrain them.’ And Moshe said to him, 
‘...Would that (it might be that) all the People of Hashem were prophets...’ ” 
 

The Gemara states a premise that the Righteous can 
overturn a Divine decree, and change it from bad to 
good (Maseches Moed Katan 16b), but the truth is 
that they cannot nullify a decree, except in the case 
where the decree was not written down by a 

prophet. But in the case where it was written down by a prophet, then it is impossible to 
nullify the decree, lest it be said that the prophet prophesied falsely, and wrote it down. 
 

At first glance, the question seems to follow, 
“How then can we daven for the nullification of the 
birth pangs of the Moshiach, that have been written 
down by the prophets?” Perhaps the answer can be 

The comparison of 
the coriander seed to the 
recipient of charity is also 
reflected in that the 
recipient invests no effort in 
the act of receiving charity, 
as the one who ate the mon 
did not have to invest much 
effort in obtaining a 
delicious food item; all he 
had to do was imagine a 
pleasant taste, and there it 
was in the mon. 

As the leader of the 
People of Yisrael, Moshe was 
always pouring out 
abundance and kindness to 
the People. Here his People 
asked him to constrain his 
abundance and limit it to 
one item; that is, meat. 
Thus, they were asking him 
to deliver to them an item 
with the same specificity as 
the Land which he desired 
to enter; namely, Eretz 
Yisrael. 

The principle that the righteous can 
nullify a decree of Hashem is only valid if the 
decree was not written down by a prophet. 
Otherwise, if the decree were nullified, the 
prophecy would appear to be false. 

The above qualification seems to imply 
the following question: “How can we daven for 
the nullification of the birth pangs of the 
Moshiach if they were written down by the 
prophets?” One answer is that there is no clarity 
with regard to that prophecy. 
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given, along the lines of reasoning of the Rambam in Sefer HaMada (Hilchos Teshuvah 8:13) 
and in Hilchos Melachim (10:2), that it is not clear exactly what will occur before the arrival of 
the Moshiach, may he come soon and in our time. And since the prophecy is not clear 
concerning the birth-pangs of the Moshiach, it is possible for us to daven for their 
cancellation, since they are not explicit in the words of the prophets. And if so, then no matter 
which way it is, if it is not written down and hinted at concerning them, then it is possible for 
us to request their cancellation. But if in fact the details are explicit concerning the birth-
pangs of the Moshiach, then now we do not understand the words of the prophets, so that 
when the Righteous Moshiach arrives, he will teach us the meaning of the prophets. And 
indeed, even if a description is written regarding the birth-pangs of the Moshiach, when our 
Righteous Moshiach comes, all of Yisrael will be prophets, as it says in Scripture, “And your 
sons and your daughters all will prophecy, they will all know...” (Yoel 3:1). Thus, we may 
request that they be cancelled, since all of Yisrael will be prophets, there is no fear that it will 
be said that the prophets prophesied falsely, since all of Yisrael will be prophets. They will 
know that the prophets prophesied truly, but it was only that the righteous generation 
preceding the coming of the Redeemer cancelled the decree. 
 

Yehoshua says to Moshe, “restrain them,” because they 
prophesied, “Moshe will die, Yehoshua will be the one who brings 
the People in” (Maseches Sanhedrin 17a), and to cancel this decree 
is impossible (here there is an omission of text from the Kedushas 
Levi) because it is written in the Torah. Moshe responds, “Would 
that the entire People of Hashem were prophets.” That is, if they 
were all prophets, then they could cancel the decree, even if it would 
be written, since if all of Yisrael would be prophets, they would 
understand that the righteous can cancel a Divine decree; even 
though it were spoken by Hashem to a prophet, the righteous could 
cancel it. 

 

The above explains what Raza”l said (Devarim Rabbah 3:11) 
on the pasuk “Today you cross over the Jordan...” (Devarim 9:11), 
that Moshe made an opening for them to request Divine Mercy that 
would allow him to enter the Land, even though he had said “I am 
going to die.” That is, the prophecy of Moshe was believed by all of 
Yisrael certainly to be true, and even if they would request that the 
decree be lifted from Moshe, our Teacher, nevertheless they would 
not doubt, G-d Forbid, his prophecy. For certainly Yisrael would say 
that his prophecy was true; it was only that they wished by their 
tefilla to cancel the decree, to change it for good. 

 

n 

“Miriam and Aharon then spoke against Moshe...If there shall be prophecy 
among you, in a vision shall I, Hashem, make Myself known to him... in a clear 
vision and not in riddles...” (BaMidbar 12:1-8) 

It is necessary to 
understand this text, for it 
should have said, “If there shall 
be prophets among you, I, 
Hashem, will make Myself 

Yehoshua’s request 
of Moshe that he restrain 
the prophets who have said, 
“Moshe will die; Yehoshua 
will replace him,” seems to 
be impossible by the 
argument made above, 
unless the entire people 
were prophets and they 
would realize that a 
nullification of a divine 
decree had taken place. 

A statement in the 
Medrash on the pasuk 
“Today you cross over the 
Jordan” (Devarim 9:11), 
that Moshe made an 
opening for the People to 
request mercy for him to 
enter Eretz Yisrael, is 
understandable in the light 
of the above. The people 
might believe that they had 
nullified the decree. 

The text in the Chumash is difficult, because it should have 
differentiated between the Prophecy of Moshe and the prophecy of 
lesser prophets. For Moshe’s was through a clear lens; theirs through a 
cloudy lens, by means of dreams and parables. The answer is that 
indeed, all the other prophets, including Aharon, received their 
prophecy through the agency of Moshe, the Master of the Prophets. 
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known in riddles, for that is the difference between the prophecy of Moshe and the prophecy 
of the other prophets.” The explanation seems to be that which is found in the Medrash (Torat 
Kohanim 1:4) and in the Mechilta too (Bo 1:1), that in every case where we find “Hashem 
spoke to Moshe and Aharon” (for example, in the pasuk BaMidbar 2:1), the prophecy 
proceeded first to Moshe alone, and then Aharon received the prophecy, as it were, from 
Moshe, and similarly with regard to other prophets, they received their prophecy through the 
agency of Moshe; that is, through the Torah of Moshe, or the Teaching of Moshe, did all 
subsequent prophets receive their prophecy. And this is the idea hinted at by the Gemara 
(Maseches Yevamos 49b), “Moshe saw through a clear lens,” for he enlightened all the 
prophets how to receive their prophecy. And the idea is further hinted at by the words, “If 
there be prophets among you, I, Hashem, will make Myself known to him; that is, to Moshe; 
by means of the prophecy of Moshe, “I will make Myself known” in prophecy to them. 

n 

“For given are they given over to Me from the midst of the Children of 
Yisrael...” (BaMidbar 8:16) 
 

To explain the expression “For given, are they given” – it 
seems that one can understand it by means of parable and 
metaphor, as follows: Imagine that a present is given to a low-level 
official; in that case, the present will be appreciated for its own sake. 
Now imagine the same present given to a king. In the latter case, the 
present in and of itself will not be appreciated at all, because given 
the incredibly high level on which that individual stands, a modest 
present would not be noticed at all. But what is appreciated by the 
king is the gesture on the part of his subject to please him.  

 

And this applies to Hashem, May He Be Blessed, as well, with 
regard to the approach of the Levi’im to His service, May He Be 
Blessed. After all, what profit are they to Him? Do not all who live 
on the earth tremble before Him, and all the heavenly seraphim 
stand about Him with fear and dread, to perform the will of their 
Creator and the desire of their Rock. The only aspect of what the 
Levi’im did that was pleasing to Him, May He Be Blessed, was that 
the idea occurred to them to bring themselves near to His 
Service, May He Be Blessed. And this is the meaning of “For given, 
are they given over to Me from the midst...” It is their act of 

giving, the very fact that it occurred to them to approach and give themselves over to His 
Service, that is what is considered laudable and truly a giving from His point of view, as was 
explained above; not the gift itself, but the giving spirit, that is what is pleasing to the Creator. 
 

According to the above, the 
Mishnah in Avos (2:1) becomes more 
understandable; where the Mishnah 
says, “Be as scrupulous in performing a 
minor Mitzvah as in performing a major 
Mitzvah, for you do not know the reward 
for the Mitzvos of the Torah.” At first 
glance, the word Mitzvos, 
commandments, is excessive; all that 

We will try to 
explain the unusual 
expression “…given are they 
given…” Imagine a present 
given to a low-level official; 
the present itself would be 
appreciated. If the same 
present is given to a King, he 
would only notice the 
gesture to please him. 

This applies well to 
Hashem vis a vis the 
Levi’im. For in truth, of 
what value are they to Him, 
Whose Glory fills the World? 
It is only the idea that 
occurred to them to bring 
themselves near to His 
Service; their act of giving 
that made an impression 
upon Him. 

According to the above idea, that from the point of 
view of the Creator, Man’s deeds are totally insignificant 
except for the underlying motivation, it is easier to 
understand the Mishnah in Avos (2:1), “Be as scrupulous in 
performing a minor Mitzvah as in performing a major 
Mitzvah, for you do not know the reward for the Mitzvos of 
the Torah” – where at first glance, the second usage of the 
word Mitzvos seems excessive. Because all the actions of man, 
be they major or minor Mitzvos, are insignificant – The only 
significant factor is the motivation behind their performance, 
and if the motivation was that the act was a Mitzvah, its 
importance is enhanced. 
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needed to be said was “its reward,” referring to the reward of the minor Mitzvah. We 
previously explained (in Parshas Vayera, in connection with the text beginning “And He said, 
‘Do not send forth your hand...’ ”) with regard to the statement by Chaza”l (Maseches Shabbos 
63a), “Whoever performs a Mitzvah properly will never receive evil tidings,” the following: 
The expression above “reward for Mitzvos” means that he wishes to fulfill the commands of 
the Creator, Blessed is He and Blessed is His Name, Who commands Him to perform certain 
acts, and he obeys those commands. For truly whatever a person does is at the deepest level 
for his own benefit, as King Solomon  says in Mishlei (11:27), “Whether evil or good, 
everything one does is for himself,” except that it gives pleasure to the Creator when His 
creature does as he was commanded to do, for he wishes to carry out the will of the Creator. 
And this is the meaning of “Whoever performs a Mitzvah properly” – in accordance with the 
word Mitzvah; that is, it is the Command of the Creator, and if he chooses to act with the full 
intention of obeying the command of the Creator, he will never hear evil tidings. 
 

What follows from this is that the principle pleasure of the 
Creator is that His command is obeyed, that His creature desires to 
fulfill the will of the Creator, and therefore, there is no difference 
between whether he performs a major command or a minor one, 
according to the parable mentioned above, where we saw that it was 
only the minor official who considered important the present in and 
of itself, for that is what he was given. And it made sense that there 
was a difference as far as he was concerned; if the present was 
greater, his appreciation was proportionally greater, since his desire 
was the present itself. As opposed to the king, who is far less 
interested in the present itself, than he is in the attitude of the 
subject who gave him the present. Therefore the size of the present 
was essentially irrelevant; large or small, the intent was to give 
pleasure to the king. So it is with respect to Hashem, May He Be 
Blessed, since the major component of His pleasure is in that His 

will is being done, and the performer of the Mitzvah wishes to give pleasure to the Creator, 
there is no difference at all between a major fulfillment and a minor fulfillment, since the 
desire on his part in both cases is the same – that he wishes to satisfy the will of the Creator. 
 

This then is the meaning of “Be as scrupulous in performing 
a minor Mitzvah as in performing a major Mitzvah, for you do not 
know the reward of the Mitzvos.” That is to say, since the reward is 
for fulfillment of the command, and we are talking about the 
command of the Creator, all the rewards are equal, and you have no 
way by which to differentiate between a ` Mitzvah and a more 
serious one. 

 

And this is the intention of Scripture when it says, 
“And afterwards the Levi’im will come, and you will 
purify them and then you will raise them up, for given 
are they given over to Me...” In accordance with 
what I wrote above, that the principle delight of the 
Creator is the giving spirit of the donor, and not the 
donation itself, therefore it is necessary that the 
donation be made with an abundance of holiness and 
purity. For the donation itself adds nothing to the 

What follows from 
the above is that the 
principle pleasure of the 
Creator is that His creatures 
desire to carry out His Will. 
And this follows nicely as 
well from the parable 
presented above of the gifts 
presented to the low official 
and to the King himself, 
where the details of the gift 
were important to the 
official but not at all to the 
King, whose only desire was 
that his subject wanted to 
make a gesture of loyalty to 
his King. 

This then is the 
meaning of the Mishnah in 
Avos concerning the major 
vs. the minor Mitzvah. What 
is important is that since both 
acts fulfill a divine command, 
there is no need to distinguish 
between them. 

And this is the intention of 
Scripture when it says, “And afterwards 
the Levi’im will come, and you will 
purify them and then you will raise them 
up, for given are they given over to 
Me…” For the donation itself adds 
nothing to the Creator; it is only the 
intangible will of the donor that is 
important to Him. Therefore, it needs to 
be full with purity and holiness. 
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Creator, it is only the intangible will of the one who makes the donation that is significant – 
and if so, it needs to be full with purity and holiness. And this is the intention of the Scriptural 
passage “And you shall make them pure and raise them up,” and it is now understood why so 
much holiness is required in the offering of the Levi’im of themselves to Hashem. For this 
reason, Scripture emphasizes “For given are they given over to Me,” as explained above, for 
that which is beloved to Him is the quality of the giving and not the quality of that which is 
given, and therefore much holiness and purity are required. For the essence of that which is 
beloved to Him is the essence of the giving; therefore, it needs to be done with an abundance 
of purity. 

n n n 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

The Miriam Vision 
Miriam couldn’t move and the Jewish people didn’t want to wait. 

The Jewish people were ready to move on. They were on their way to Eretz Yisrael. But 
Miriam couldn’t move. 

Miriam became ill with Tzoraas (a spiritual form of leprosy) and had to be in 
quarantine for seven days. Three million people were ready but one Miriam was not. Should 
three million people wait for Miriam to be ready to travel? 

The leadership of Bnei Yisrael discussed the matter and decided that the people of 
Yisrael would wait. It was only right! They remembered when Miriam placed her brother 
Moshe in a basket on the Nile and then waited to see what would happen. Miriam waited for 
Moshe; we will wait for Miriam. 

Back then, Miriam took her baby brother, Moshe, wrapped him up in a blanket and 
placed him at the mercy of the current and the waves – and waited. 

Of course she waited. Who wouldn’t wait? Isn’t it natural to wait at the shore to see 
what will happen to your brother? As a matter of fact, one wonders why was she the only one 
there who waited? Where were Moshe’s parents, Amram and Yocheved? Weren’t they 
concerned and curious about their infant son? 

Let’s take a look at the history. Because of Egyptian policy, Amram and Yocheved 
decided not to have any more children. It’s sadly common in history that Jewish parents had 
to question the wisdom of bringing another child into this world. The young Miriam was 
unhappy with her parents’ decision. She began to lobby her parents not to separate and to 
have more children in spite of Pharaoh. “Why fulfill Pharaoh’s dream of no more Jewish 
children?” The parents listened to their daughter and Moshe was born. Amram, Yocheved and 
Miriam watched in awe as the whole room filled with light. Amram reached over to his 
daughter and kissed her on the forehead. “Your prophecy has been fulfilled!” he told her. 
“This child is definitely the savior of Yisrael.” 

Then the evil agents of Egypt came searching for the new child to throw him into the 
Nile. Yocheved and Amram could hide Moshe no longer. So Miriam wrapped up her prophecy, 
wrapped up the light and placed Moshe in the Nile at the mercy of the tide. Amram and 
Yocheved said a final goodbye to their brief joy. Amram reached over to his daughter and 
slapped her on the hand. “So much for your prophecy!” Their hope of freedom had come and 
gone. It was a false high. 
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Hope was gone for everyone except Miriam. Miriam continued to wait and to watch. 
She held onto her vision and wouldn’t give up. She understood that Hashem does not always 
do things according to the way we feel they should be done. He does it His way and His way 
surpasses all dreams. 

It was Miriam who had the patience to wait for Hashem’s freedom. For that vision, for 
that valuable lesson, the Jewish people owed it to Miriam to wait. Out of respect they delayed 
their journey for seven days until she was ready to go. 

Hashem does not always do things according to the way we feel they should be done. 
He does it His way and His way surpasses all dreams. We all have our ideas as to how things 
ought to happen. We have faith that Hashem will help us but we consider ourselves the sole 
experts on how our parnossa should arrive, how our health should go and when Moshiach 
should come. When it doesn’t happen the way we expected it to happen we give up on 
Hashem; we lose our vision. 

It was Miriam who taught us how a vision must be interlaced with patience. Miriam 
taught us that we must stick to our vision even in the face of adversity. Miriam kept her vision 
alive and her vision kept the Jewish people alive for millennia. Even when life seems to be 
going backward, we realize that Hashem runs the world His way – and His way works. 

Let’s get back our vision. Think about how you dreamed your home would be like. 
Remember the family you wanted to raise; the happiness and kindness that would always be 
in your house.  

People without visions are blind men groping in darkness. Without direction and 
purpose every day is a struggle. Yet life with a vision is inspired and so powerful that virtually 
nothing can get in its way. 

� � � � � � 

Leaders: a Jewish Definition 
A Jewish leader is the man or woman who has demonstrated that he can take the heat, 

even a beating, on behalf of the Jewish people. 

My son, Yosef Moshe, is named after Reb Yosef Moshe Haber, who was referred to as 
the Parnes of Kalisch. 

He was trusted by his community with most of the finances. When the Nazis took over 
the town he was arrested and pressured to reveal confidential information. He refused and 
was tortured. He died with his hands nailed to the table for not producing confidential 
information. 

Moshe Rabbeinu couldn’t handle the load – he needed assistance. 

Hashem told him that he no longer had to carry the burden of the Jewish people alone. 
He was told to choose seventy elders from among millions of Jews. 

“How am I supposed to know who to choose?” asked Moshe. “How can I know who is 
fit to be a leader and who isn’t?” 

Hashem responded that the choice had already been made. The evil Egyptians had 
already chosen the leaders of the Jewish people. They chose certain Jews as slave drivers, 
kapos, over the Jewish slaves. They were chosen to be the tyrants who made sure that the 
Jews produced their quota. If the elders did not beat the slaves, the Egyptians beat the elders. 

These seemingly simple people responded with greatness. Rather than whip the Jewish 
slaves to produce, they took the beating. 
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Hashem said to Moshe, “The elders who were willing to take a beating for their fellow 
Jews are the leaders of the people. Today they too will enjoy the prophecy of Hashem.” 
(Medrash Rabba 15:16) 

Here we find a fascinating new benchmark for leadership of the Jewish community. 
The leader is not the man or woman who is politically savvy; not necessarily the graduate of 
Harvard school of management; nor even from Brisk, Ponevezh or the Yeshiva University 
Kollel program. A Jewish leader is the man or woman who has demonstrated that he can take 
the heat, even the beating, on behalf of the Jewish people. 

It is actually quite amazing. Moshe needed experts, not heroes like Rav Akiva, the 
Maharam MiRottenberg or Yosef Moshe Haber! 

Apparently even to decide questions of Jewish Law, you don’t only need a good head – 
you need a good heart too. 

A leader must be the nerve ending of his or her people. He must feel their pain and feel 
their joy. It is only in this context that one can be a decider for the people. One can’t really 
lead the people by e-mail or by telephone. It’s easy enough to transfer data, but it’s very 
difficult to feel the pain. 

Moshe Rabbeinu himself had to pass this very same test. It was not until he stuck his 
neck out for a Jewish slave and went from prince to fugitive that he became the Prophet of 
Hashem. It was not his wisdom, his scholarship or his oratory that made him the leader of his 
people. It was his humility, his dedication and his willingness to take a beating that brought 
him to the top job. It was his love of Bnei Yisrael that brought him to the mountain of 
Hashem. 

As Jews, certainly as leaders, we are obligated to resist the temptation of insulation. 
Because of modern media we are all bombarded with news, pictures and cries for help that are 
difficult to see and listen to. 

Klal Yisrael needs our tefillos, our shoulders and our hearts. If we share the pain, we 
will share the insight of leadership, the Shechina, and ultimately the Geula. 

� � � � � � 

“Just Kill Me Now!” 
Moshe was the quintessential leader. He fearlessly served our people as a shepherd, 

teacher, coach and, of course, a novi (prophet) at every moment of every day. Time after time 
he represented us before Hashem, he defended us before Hashem and he argued with 
Hashem on our behalf. Perhaps, most important, he implored Hashem to give us the Torah. 
The Torah was a spiritual secret. It was in the domain of the malochim (angels) who refused 
to give it up. The Torah was handed down to the world we live in only because of the 
arguments and negotiations of Moshe Rabbeinu. Moshe, with his great leadership, acquired 
Hashem’s greatest gift to the world. 

There were many great nevi’im (prophets) in Jewish history: Avrohom, Shmuel, 
Yeshayohu, Yirmiyohu – but none took it upon themselves as did Moshe Rabbeinu to make 
sure that we were a free people, that we remained the chosen people – and that Hashem 
would always consider us His children. Moshe was not only a novi; he was our shepherd and 
our teacher. 

At the foot of Har Sinai, when the Jews so horribly violated Hashem’s will by building 
an idolatrous calf made out of gold, it was only through Moshe’s dramatic plea with Hashem – 
“Forgive them or erase me from Your book” – that Hashem continued to consider Bnei Yisrael 
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His special and chosen people.  

Given the unconditional, relentless love and leadership of Moshe, his statement in this 
week’s Parsha leaves us in shock. 

The Children of Yisrael wept before Moshe, and said, “Who will feed us meat? We 
remember the fish that we ate in Egypt free of charge; and the cucumbers, leeks, melons, 
onions and garlic. But now we have nothing to hope for but this mon” (Bamidbar 11:4–6). 

Moshe’s uncharacteristic response: “I alone cannot carry the burden of this people - it 
is too heavy for me! If this is how you deal with me then just kill me now!” (ibid. 14–15) 

What happened to our fearless leader for whom no burden was too heavy and nothing 
tried his patience? Why did the demand for fleishigs seem to cross the line of tolerance and 
change Moshe’s entire attitude? 

A thought from my own life: when it comes to people we love, we will do anything. We 
will feed them, clothe them and shelter them, no matter what it takes. 

But what happens when the child, brother or fellow human being turns back to you and 
says, “Why didn’t you give me more?!” “Why did you hurt me?” “You have done nothing for 
me!” 

Total ingratitude changes the goal posts. Who can continue to help a people when, after 
risking your life, they say, “You have done nothing for me?” It was so ugly that Moshe said to 
Hashem, “Why don’t You just kill me now?!” 

Hashem, however, pointed Moshe in a new direction. “You are their leader, you are 
their teacher. It is your job not only to help the people in the face of ingratitude, but little by 
little you must teach them to change. Talk to them about appreciation; learn with them about 
the possibility of growth.” 

And a new paragraph was added to the job description and the yearning of Moshe and 
every Jew: do the right thing just because it is the right thing to do – no matter how negative 
the response may be. 

Like Hashem Himself, we don’t help people in order to receive hugs of thanks, 
(although it would be nice once in a while). Don’t do kindness because of who the recipients 
are – do kindness because of what we are.  

May Hashem always grant us unconditional love. 

� � � � � � 

Fire Made By God 
Lately I have started davening for something new. I still daven for good health, for my 

children, for peace in Eretz Yisrael and for parnossa — but I now realize that it really all 
comes down to one thing. I have started davening for the Shechina. I realize that when 
Hashem rests His Presence on us, life begins to work. All the blessings that were somehow 
hidden from the eye become revealed. Life is smoother, happier and full of peace. We need 
peace in our lives, in our homes and in our country. We need to daven for the Shechina! 

How can you tell the difference between a fire made by man and a fire made by 
Hashem? 

A fire made by man gives warmth and light, but only burns while consuming its fuel. If 
nothing is consumed, the fire goes out. 

A fire made by Hashem gives light and heat but does not consume. In Hashem’s world 
there is an ultimate good without any destruction or loss. 
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When Moshe was busy shepherding his flock he came across a burning bush. The fact 
that the bush was burning was not in itself a spectacular sight. But, that nothing was being 
consumed stopped Moshe in his tracks. This could not be a fire from Earth; it must be a fire 
from the Heavens! Moshe immediately understood that with all the tribulations of the Jewish 
people, Hashem is still with them. The Shechina is still present. This fire became our symbol 
of the eternity of the Shechina. 

As history unfolded, the fire that didn’t consume appeared and reappeared to our 
people. As we walked through the desert we were led by a pillar of fire that didn’t consume. 
The Shechina was with us. As we camped at Har Sinai we witnessed a fire from Hashem on 
the mountain. It was a fire that didn’t consume. And as we lit the Menora in the Mishkon and 
in the Bais HaMikdosh we noticed that in the westernmost candle of the Menora there was a 
fire that never went out. A fire from the Heavens. “This was a testimony to the Jewish people 
that Hashem is in your midst.” 

Throughout the era of the first Bais HaMikdosh, the fire of the western candle burned. 
When the second Bais HaMikdosh was built, the fire burned again. It burned miraculously 
without consuming its oil and we all knew that Hashem was with us. 

And then the fire went out. 

One hundred years after the building of the second Bais HaMikdosh, during the great 
summit meeting between Alexander the Great and the leader of the Jews, Shimon HaTzaddik 
(the Just), the candle went out. Suddenly we were confused. We no longer knew if Hashem 
was resting upon His people or not. 

Then came Chanuka . 

Many years and many deaths later, the Maccabees miraculously recaptured the Bais 
HaMikdosh from the Greeks and restored its holy function. Klal Yisrael returned to 
Yerushalayim en masse and bowed before Hashem. They looked for a sign that the Shechina 
was with them but the Menora was not burning. There wasn’t any oil to consume! 

A miracle happened. They lit the candles and once again “the bush burned but it did 
not consume”. On Chanuka we understood that once again, Hashem is with our people. 

In our Parsha, Aharon is told to light the Menora. Not just for then, but for all times 
the family of Aharon would be the messengers of Hashem to show the world that the “fire 
does not consume”. Hashem is still with us, His miracles still occur – His love for us is 
everlasting. 

So my new tefilla is that the fire should burn once again – that we should once again 
become a G-dly people living in a G-dly country. 

As we say in the concluding blessing of the Shemone Esrei: “Bless us all together with 
the light of Your face, because with the light of Your face You have given us the Torah of life, 
love of kindness, charity and peace.” We need to daven for peace! 

� � � � � � 

Traveling Jewish 
This Parsha discusses how the Jews moved through the desert after Sinai. During the 

day there would be a huge cloud over the camp. In the night, since you can’t see a cloud, there 
would be a light that appeared like a fire within the cloud. When they traveled, the Jews would 
follow this cloud, stopping where it stopped and going where it went. 

Sometimes, they were moving along and they seemed to find a terrific place to camp 
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but the cloud didn’t stop – so they didn’t. Sometimes, the cloud stopped at places that were 
not so nice, with bitter waters and so on, but Hashem wanted them there, so there they 
stayed. Sometimes, there seemed to be a great place to stay just up the road but the cloud 
stopped, and so they stayed there. 

They had no way of knowing how long they were to stay. Sometimes the cloud would 
only stay a day, sometimes for a year. They didn’t know if they could unpack; maybe by the 
time they unpacked the cloud would decide to move again. It is said that they only unpacked 
their bags on the third day, but even then the cloud sometimes moved just as they were 
finished unpacking and everything had to be repacked. They could never tell if they were just 
parking, staying overnight or in for a long haul. 

To handle this, our ancestors had to develop a trust in Hashem, to believe that 
wherever He sent them was where they were supposed to be. Our Sages tell us that this was to 
prepare all future generations for their wanderings, to give them strength for exile and the 
accompanying travails. 

Who would believe that the Jews would leave Poland, sometimes referred to by the 
Rabbonim who lived there as Po Lin – “here we stay”. The Gaon of Vilna often made a 
resolution to move to Eretz Yisrael so he could keep the mitzvos of the Land, but a problem 
would always arise, schedules would get changed or a tornado would destroy the boat. He 
accepted that Hashem wanted him where he was. The Chofetz Chaim also planned to go to 
Eretz Yisrael but never could. They accepted this with the strength we inherited from our 
ancestors, who followed the cloud, to follow with faith wherever Hashem leads us. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

�ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת �מַ ְ� י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ �/ ַ�ת 
כבד ד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל &ָ ' עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ &ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ $ הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ "צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ  _______ 
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 ַהטוֹב ַמֲעֶ,ה ָ+ל �ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי(
י יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ ל לִ +ֹ ה הַ 

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.




Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 19th of Iyar ~ Begins Friday Night
� Rav Shmuel ben Rav Mordechai Hominer of Yerushalayim, 

the Chumash, and Ikarai Dinim, a summary of the laws of 

� Rav Yehuda ibn Ben-Attar, (1656

Rav Menachem Serero. He was the Rav, the Av Bais Din and the Rosh Yeshiva in Fez for forty 

years. His book Minchas Yehuda is his commentary on the Torah. He was greatly praised by the 

Chida in Shem HaGedolim, from

� Rav Menachem Nachum of Skver

� 20th of Iyar ~ Begins Mot
� Rav Yechiel Michel ben R’ Elazar of Nemirov HY”D, (1648 CE/5408). He is 

Shivrei Luchos. He was killed together 

Jews) on the first day of the Tach V’Tat massacres. This is commemorated even today by some 

who fast and say Slichos. The 20

due to the hundreds of thousands of Jews killed 

(years 5408–5409, 1648–1649), also known as the Chelminitzki massacres. There are special 

Selichos said and Vayichal is read. These can be found in some 

Yeshara, the Berdichiver Siddur and also is found in the Breslov Customs. The massacres 

started in Nemirov, Ukraine, on the 20

community. The Berdichiver Siddur says that is why this date was picked a

points out that the 20th of Sivan never falls out on Shabbos. Afterwards, the massacres spread 

out to other parts of the Ukraine, Russia and the area known as the Jewish Pale. This happened 

during the life of the Shach, Tosefos Yom Tov and

many other great Tzaddikim killed during the massacres, including Rav Shamshon Ostropolier 
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�ַרֲחִמי( ֶ�ְ ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא0ֵהי ֶא0ֵקינ� ‘ה ְ
ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲעֶ,  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי��ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה

י בִ ל �ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ � חַ ר� �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ �, לאֵ ָר 
 .י(יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר�( צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS BEHAALOSCHA

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Sivan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Jun 24th) 
ben Rav Mordechai Hominer of Yerushalayim, mechaber of Eved HaMelech on 

the Chumash, and Ikarai Dinim, a summary of the laws of loshon hora with analysis;

, (1656–1733/5493). He was a talmid of Rav Vidal HaTzorfati and 

Rav Menachem Serero. He was the Rav, the Av Bais Din and the Rosh Yeshiva in Fez for forty 

years. His book Minchas Yehuda is his commentary on the Torah. He was greatly praised by the 

Chida in Shem HaGedolim, from the same family as the Ohr HaChaim; 

of Skver-Boro Park, (1946). 

Motzai Shabbos (Jun 25th) 
ben R’ Elazar of Nemirov HY”D, (1648 CE/5408). He is 

Shivrei Luchos. He was killed together with the whole town of Nemirov (approximately 6,000 

Jews) on the first day of the Tach V’Tat massacres. This is commemorated even today by some 

. The 20th of Sivan is observed as a fast day by certain communities, 

s of thousands of Jews killed Al Kiddush Hashem in the Gezeiras Tach V’Tat

1649), also known as the Chelminitzki massacres. There are special 

is read. These can be found in some siddurim, such as Siddur 

, the Berdichiver Siddur and also is found in the Breslov Customs. The massacres 

started in Nemirov, Ukraine, on the 20th of Sivan when they slaughtered the entire Jewish 

community. The Berdichiver Siddur says that is why this date was picked a

of Sivan never falls out on Shabbos. Afterwards, the massacres spread 

out to other parts of the Ukraine, Russia and the area known as the Jewish Pale. This happened 

during the life of the Shach, Tosefos Yom Tov and many other great Tzaddikim. There were 

many other great Tzaddikim killed during the massacres, including Rav Shamshon Ostropolier 

 י2נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עוֶֹ,ה ֶ�"ִניְ

ָר ְ, יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ  � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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of Eved HaMelech on 

with analysis; 

e was a talmid of Rav Vidal HaTzorfati and 

Rav Menachem Serero. He was the Rav, the Av Bais Din and the Rosh Yeshiva in Fez for forty 

years. His book Minchas Yehuda is his commentary on the Torah. He was greatly praised by the 

ben R’ Elazar of Nemirov HY”D, (1648 CE/5408). He is mechaber of 

with the whole town of Nemirov (approximately 6,000 

Jews) on the first day of the Tach V’Tat massacres. This is commemorated even today by some 

of Sivan is observed as a fast day by certain communities, 

Gezeiras Tach V’Tat 

1649), also known as the Chelminitzki massacres. There are special 

, such as Siddur Tefilla 

, the Berdichiver Siddur and also is found in the Breslov Customs. The massacres 

of Sivan when they slaughtered the entire Jewish 

community. The Berdichiver Siddur says that is why this date was picked as a fast day and 

of Sivan never falls out on Shabbos. Afterwards, the massacres spread 

out to other parts of the Ukraine, Russia and the area known as the Jewish Pale. This happened 

many other great Tzaddikim. There were 

many other great Tzaddikim killed during the massacres, including Rav Shamshon Ostropolier 
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(3rd of Av). Yesod Veshoresh Ha’avodah says one should think about the terrible torture and 

suffering these people went through and all the Torah that was not learned because they were 

killed; 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Nadvorna, the Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi, (1801/1802; 

� Rav Chaim Mordechai Labaton, mechaber of Nechach HaShulchan, (1780–1869/5629). The 

son of Luna and Helfon Labaton, became Chief Rav and Av Bais Din of Aleppo. Rav Chaim 

Mordechai married Morhava and had three sons, Helphon, Eliezer and Joseph Labaton, all of 

whom became rabbonim. At age seventy, Rav Chaim Mordechai was disturbed that he did not 

have a daughter. After much discussion, he decided to marry a younger woman, who could bear 

him daughters. Sure enough, his wife bore him a daughter, Luna, who was wed to Rav Ezra 

Suede; 

� Rav Elazar Flecklesh, mechaber of Teshuva M’Ahava; 

� Rav Feivish Shneelbalg of London, (2000; 

� Rav Yisrael Dan ben Rav Shmuel Eliyahu Taub, the Modziter Rebbe and mechaber of Nachlas 

Dan, (1928–2006). He was born in Warsaw, and made aliyah with his family at the age of 

seven. In 1950, he married Rochel, the daughter of Rav Shmuel Aharon Shadrovitzki from 

Bialistok. He became Rebbe upon the passing of his father, the Imrei Eish. He led his 

Chassidim for many years from his Bais Medrash in Tel Aviv, and in 1995, he moved to a new 

location in Bnei Brak. He was also a member of the Agudas Yisrael Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah. 

He was buried next to the kever of his father on Har HaZeisim. The Modzitz dynasty descends 

from Rav Yechezkel of Kuzmir, Poland, who was a talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin. Reb Yisrael 

Dan, was Rav Yechezkel’s grandson’s great-grandson. The tradition of composing and singing 

niggunim was started by the second Modzitzer Rebbe, known as the Zvoliner Rebbe, Rav 

Shmuel Eliyahu. 

� 21st of Iyar ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jun 26th) 
� Rav Dovid Menachem Munish Babad, the Chavatzeles Hasharon of Tarnopol. Born to Rav 

Yehoshua Hesehl of Podvolotchisk, he married Leah the daughter of Rav Yoel Moshe Segal 

Landau of Yavrov (near Lvov). He and his rebbetzin had five daughters. Rav Dovid Munish 

was a staunch Chassid of Belz. In 1892, he succeeded his father as Rav in Strisov, when his 

father became Rav in Podvolotchisk. Two years later, he succeeded his father-in-law in Yavrov 

and served there for seventeen years. In 1909, after the petira of Rav Shimon Badad, son of the 

Minchas Chinuch, Rav Shimon’s son – Yehoshua Heshel – became Rav of Tarnapol, but was 

too frail to handle the responsibilities. Thus, two years later, the community welcomed Rav 

Dovid Munish as de facto Rav, a position that was formalized in 1919, with the petira of Rav 

Yehoshua Hesehl. He also became the head of the Agudas Harabbanim of Galicia, (1865–

1937); 

� Rav Shlomo Shapiro, the Shem Shlomo, (1832–1894), grandson of Rav Tzvi Elimelech of 

Dinov (the Bnei Yissoscher), and son of Rav Elazar of Dinov (mechaber of Yode’ei Binah; 

niftar 1865). His mother, Tauba Chavah, was a descendant of the Pnei Yehoshua and the 

Maginei Shlomo. He was born in Ribatitch, Galicia, and in 1838, his father moved the family to 

Strizhov, a Central Galician town on the banks of the Wisloka River, settled by Jews since the 

sixteenth century. At the age of fourteen, Rav Shlomo married Frima Rivkah, a grand-daughter 

of Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov. After a few years in Sassov, Rav Shlomo rejoined his father in 

Strizhov, and he took over his father’s position there, in about 857, after his father moved to 

Lancut. In about 1866, he became a devoted follower of Rav Chaim of Sanz; the two eventually 

became mechutanim. In 1880, the Jews of Munkatch, a large and influential kehillah in 
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Hungary, (now in the Ukraine), appealed to Rav Shlomo to come and serve as their rav. After 

the passing of the Yitav Lev of Satmar, Rav Shlomo was designated as one of the leading 

rabbonim of Hungary. He authored Bais Shlomo on Chumash. His son, Tzvi Hirsh (mechaber 

of Darchei Teshuvah, Beer Lechai Ro’I, and Tzvi Tiferes), succeeded him as Rav of Munkatch. 

He, in turn, was succeeded by his son, Rav Chaim Elazar Shapiro, the Minchas Elazar; 

� Rav Shimon Sofer, Rav of Erlau, the Hisorerus Teshuva, (1944/5704). He is the son of the 

Ksav Sofer, Rav Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin. He was ninty-four when he was killed in the 

Holocaust. He was a known as a great talmid chochom, Tzaddik and miracle worker. The year 

of his Hilula is known as a year of devastation; 

� Rav Moshe Sofer of Erlau, son of Rav Shimon Sofer, (1944). 

� 22nd of Iyar ~ Begins Monday Night (Jun 27th) 
� Rav Isamar Rosenbaum, Nadvorna Rebbe (1973/5733). Son of Rav Meir of Kretchnif, a 

descendent of the Premishlaner dynasty, Rav Isamar was appointed Rebbe at the age of fifteen. 

He established a Bais Medrash in Czernowitz/Tchernowitz. He escaped to America during 

WWII. In 1969, he emigrated to Eretz Yisrael and established the Be’er Mayim Chaim Bais 

Medrash in the Yad Eliyahu section of Tel Aviv; 

� Rav Yosef Leib Sofer of Paksh, mechaber of Yalkut Sofer, (1915); 

� Rav Dovid Deutsch, mechaber of Ohel Dovid, (1831); 

� Rav Moshe Yeruchem of Kotzk, (1865); 

� Rav Baruch Asher of Chernobyl, (1905); 

� Rav Eliyahu Bechor Chazan, mechaber of Ta’alumos Lev, (1908/5668); 

� Rav Chaim Dov Halperin, the Vasloier Rebbe, (1957); 

� Rav Refoel Shlomo Erdit (1833 CE / 5593). He is Rav of Izmir and wrote Shem Shlomo; 

� Rav Yitzchok Shlomo Ungar (1925–2004). Born to Rav Avrohom Tzvi, a sixth generation 

descendant of Rav Meir Eisenstadt, the Panim Meiros, and a descendant of the Arizal. The 

Nazis deported the Ungar family to the Shopron ghetto near the Hungarian border. There, the 

father and five younger children were murdered. All five elder brothers survived. After the war, 

Rav Yitzchok Shlomo moved to Eretz Yisrael and became a Rav in Bnai Brak. In 1950, he 

founded the Chug Chasam Sofer kashrus organization. He also served as dayan in Rav Shmuel 

Wosner’s Bais Din of Zichron Meir. He established the Yeshiva Machaneh Avrohom in 1962; 

� Rav Yisrael Mordechai of Rachmistrivka, (1929–2004). Born in Yerushalayim, the son of of 

Rav Yochanon, grandson of Rav Dovid of Rachmistrivka, and great-grandson of Rav 

Menachem Nachum of Rachmistrivka. As a bachur he learned in Yeshivas Sfas Emes. In 5711 

(1951) the young Yisrael Mordechai married the daughter of Rav Zalman Uri, one of the 

distinguished Chassidim in Yerushalayim. He became Rebbe in 1982 after the passing of his 

father; 

� Rav Ephraim Fishel Rabinowitz (1924–2005), Born in Yerushalayim, he learned in the 

Chayei Olam Yeshiva and Kollel. After his marriage, he took a position as Ram in Yeshivas 

Tiferes Yisrael. After holding positions in Toronto and New York, he became Rosh Yeshiva of 

Tiferes Yisrael after the passing of the Yeshiva’s previous leader, Rav Yehushua Brim in 1986. 

He was also a member of the Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah. 

� 23rd of Iyar ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jun 28th) 
� Rav Eliezer Yosef, son of Rav Yitzchok HaLevi Ledenberg, Belzer Rebbe, (1954). He learned 

Beitza and Rosh Hashanah over 4,000 times (memorized over six months when he was 

threatened by blindness); 
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� Rav Yehuda Assad, mechaber of Responsa Mahari Assad and Yehuda Yaaleh (1796–

1866/5626). Born in Assad, north of Budapest, Rav Yehuda learned under Rav Mordechai 

Banet in Nikolsburg. He served as Rav of Szerdahely from 1853 to 1866. After the petira of the 

Chasam Sofer, Raf Yehuda was regarded as the head of Hungarian Jewry; 

� Rav Yaakov Pollak, Rav of Prague, then Krakow, then Lublin (1455–1530 or 1525, per Yated 

2007). He is considered the most outstanding Talmudist of his age. He was the Rebbe of many 

of the greatest gedolim of the time, and is deemed as the the father of Torah scholarship and 

rabbinic authority in Poland. His main talmid was Rav Sholom Shachna (1490–1558), who 

headed the Yeshiva in Lublin for over forty years; 

� Rav Rafael Tzemach ben Shimon (1780 CE / 5540). He was the Rosh Yeshiva of Chesed 

L’Avrohom; 

� Rav Shmuel Tzvi Kovalski, (1993 CE / 5753). Legendary Rosh Kolel of Sochachov; 

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok of Balondov, (1882 CE / 5642) ben Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel of 

Moglenitz. Among the many great Tzaddikim of years past there are many that, although they 

were towering figures, are not as well-known as some of their contemporaries. One such great 

Tzaddik was Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Shapira of Balondov, the brother of Rav Elimelech of 

Grodzensk (father of the Piazeczna Rebbe HY”D). He was the son of the Saraph (fiery angel) 

of Moglenitza, Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel. Rav Yaakov Yitzchok’s tefillos were also said to be 

like flames from a Saraph. He was a direct descendent (ben acher ben) of the Megaleh 

Amukos, his mother was the daughter of Rav Elazar of Lizensk, and his great-grandfather was 

the Maggid of Koznitz. With this illustrious family background, this story is easily accepted as 

truth.  

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok told over how he got to be named after Rav Yaakov Yitzchok, the 

Chozeh of Lublin. His mother had a dream one night. In the dream she was in Heaven and saw 

someone saying over words of Torah. She saw her grandfather, the Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 

Lizensk, and asked him who the speaker was. He answered that it was the Rebbe of Lublin, the 

Chozeh. She told her grandfather that she wants a son like that. He replied: “You should know 

that you are currently pregnant with a son that has the neshama of the Rebbe of Lublin.” 

She told over the dream to her husband the Saraph of Moglenitz, and a short time later 

he went to Mezibuz to see the Ohev Yisrael, Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel, and related to 

him the dream that his wife had. The Ohev Yisrael said: “Emes, Emes. (True, True.) Even 

though it’s not possible to give a present to an embryo, nevertheless, I am giving him a 

present”, and he gave him a spodek for when the boy will become Bar Mitzvah. (A spodik is a 

tall fur hat, as opposed to a shtreimel which is flatter. In certain Chassidic dynasties, even today, 

from the Bar Mitzvah on, the sons of the Rebbe wear a special type of spodek, until they get 

married. Then they wear a regular shtreimel or spodek.) This spodik was always very special in 

the eyes of Rav Yaakov Yitzchok of Balandov. 

Sure enough, a son was born to the Saraph of Moglinitz and his wife, who they named 

Yaakov Yitzchok, after the Chozeh of Lublin, whose neshama they now knew he possessed. He 

grew up to be the great Rebbe of Balandov, (some say the petira was on the 24th of Sivan); 

� 24th of Iyar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jun 29th) 
� Rav Moshe ben Rav Shlomo HaKohen, a German Ba’al Tosafos, (1198); 

� Rav Yisrael Chaim Friedman of Rachov, the Likutei Maharyach, a commentary on the 

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, (1922). He was one of the important talmidim of the Yitev Lev. 

His volume sefer was entirely printed by the mechaber over the course of eleven years. He 
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passed away in an accident that occurred while he was in the palinina (where the flocks graze) 

to assure the kashrus of cheese. There was a sudden cloud burst of heavy rain, which resulted in 

a sudden flash flood in which Rav Yisrael Chaim Friedman drowned; 

� Rav Avrohom Salim, (1938 CE / 5698). He has the reputation to be a Mekubal, and he lived in 

Yerushalayim; 

� Rav Masaoud HaKohen Elchadad, (1927 CE / 5687). He was the Head of Yeshiva Bais El of 

Mekubalim. He passed away at the age of one-hundred-and-seven; 

� Reb Yossele Rosenblatt, (1882–1933). Born in Tserkov, Ukraine, he was the first son in a 

family of nine girls. His father was a Rizhiner Chassid who frequented the court of the Sadigor 

Rebbe. He became oberkantor (chief cantor) in Pressburg, Hungary, at the age of eighteen. He 

moved his young family to Hamburg, Germany, five years later. In 1911, he moved to New 

York to become chazan at Ohav Zedek. He soon developed an enormous reputation among 

Jews and non-Jews alike, the New York Times included an article about him in May 1917. 

� 25th of Iyar ~ Begins Thursday Night (Jun 30th) 
� Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, Rav Yishmael ben Elisha Kohen Gadol, Rav Chanina S’gan 

Kohanim, (all Tannaim) of the Ten Martyrs killed by the Romans (115 CE), commemorated in 

the Kinah Eileh Ezkera we say on Yom Kippur, and Arzei Halevanon we say on Tisha B’Av 

(Megillas Taanis). Once a fast day, (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 580:2); 

� Rav Shmuel of Bros, son of the Pnei Yehushua, (1821); 

� Rav Dov Berish Landau of Biala, (1876), son of Rav Avrohom Landau of Tchechinov and 

father of Rav Elimelech Menachem Mendel Landau of Strikov; 

� Rav Chaim Zisman Sofer, mechaber of Mechaneh Chaim and Kol Sofer, (1886); 

� Rav Naftali Tzvi Shmerler, mechaber of Imrei Naftali, (1944); 

� Rav Moshe Tzvi Twersky, Tolna Rebbe of Philadelphia, (1890–1972). Born to Rav Menachem 

Nachum (Rebbe of Tolna-Toltchin) and great-grandson of first Tolna Rebbe, Rav Dovid. Rav 

Moshe Menachem succeeded his father in Toltchin in 1916, but left the Ukraine in 1921, 

crossing the southern border into Moldavia to escape persecution. He immigrated to the United 

States the following year and settled in Philadelphia; 

� Rav Reuven Fein, Rosh Yeshiva Torah VoDa’as and mechaber of Bein Hamispasayim (1993) 

(Yated 2007 says 25th of Sivan). He studied in Yeshiva Mir in Lithuania; 

� Rav Dovid Mireles, mechaber of Korban Ha’Eidah on Talmud Yerushalmi, 1762 / 5522 

(Hamodia 2005 states 22nd of Sivan; Yated 2007 says 25th of Sivan); 

� Rav Baruch Shimon Schneersohn, Rosh Yeshiva of Tchebin and mechaber of Birchas 

Shimon (2001/5761); 

� Rav Avrohom Barzani, renowned Mekubal; 

� Rav Yissachar Dov Lifshitz (1944 CE / 5704), Stropkover Rebbe; 

� Chacham Rav Mordechai Eliyahu, (2010 CE / 5770). He was born in 1929 CE. He was the 

former Chief Sephardic Rav of Eretz Yisrael, and was born in Iraq. A noted sage in all areas of 

Torah study, as well as a significant kabbalist, he was considered to be one of the leading 

authorities on Jewish Law in Eretz Yisrael. His son, Rav Shmuel Eliyahu, is currently the Chief 

Sephardic Rav of Tzefas. He was one-hundred-and-eight years old at the time of his petira. 
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Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The holy Arizal taught: 

On the Hilula (Yahrzeit) of a Tzaddik, he alone teaches in the heavenly academy known as 

the Mesivta DeRokiya, and on that day they only study his novel Torah thoughts called chiddushim 

as well as review his good deeds and acts of chessed (loving-kindness). 

The Bais Yisrael of Gur said that the Shabbos preceding a yahrzeit, we have the ability to 
latch onto and grasp that Tzaddik’s force and tap into his power. 

Source of Customs – The Chochmas Adam taught that most of our yahrzeit customs are a 

tradition based on the Rokeach who in turn received them from Eliyahu HaNavi. 

Lighting candles – The Alef HaMagen comments on the Mateh Ephraim (Dinei Kaddish 

Yasom Shaar 3) that on the day of passing known as the yahrzeit the soul is allowed to come down 

to this world and that she comes to the Bais Knesses, to shul. When the soul observes that there 

have been candles lit for her, the soul rejoices and delights in this. This is why there were seven 

lights burning in the menorah in the holy temple, for the souls of the departed ones of Klal Yisrael. 

There are seven stages that each soul passes through after its death and departure from this world 

and thus seven corresponding candles or flames in the menorah. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yehuda BenRav Yehuda BenRav Yehuda BenRav Yehuda Ben    Attar of FezAttar of FezAttar of FezAttar of Fez, , , , 19191919
thththth
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan    

Rav Yehuda Ben-Attar was born in 
Fez, Morocco in Elul 5415 (1655). His 
father was Rav Yaakov. Fez was a well-
known city of Torah, the home of many of 
the Rishonim (including the Rif, the 
Rambam) and also housed many Yeshivos. 

Rav Yehuda learned under Rav Vidal 
HaTzarfati and Rav Menachem Siriro. He 
received Semichah from both of them. 
Even when Rav Yehuda was later 
recognized as a Talmid Chacham in his own 
right, he still sat at the feet of these 
Gedolim. 

In 5442 (1682), Rav Yehuda headed 
a Yeshiva. He was only twenty-seven years 
old. In 5460 (1700), heavy taxes were 
levied on the Jews of Fez to finance the 
Moroccan wars being waged. Most of the 
Jews, including Rav Yehuda, were forced to 

flee to Meknes. Rav Yehuda stayed in 
Meknes until 5464 (1704), when the life of 
the Jews was somewhat improved and he 
returned to Fez. In 5458 (1698), Rav 
Yehuda was appointed Dayan in Fez. He 
was forty-three years old. Six years later, he 
became Av Bais Din. He retained this 
position until his petira in 5493 (1733). 

 

Learning vs. Working 

Rav Yehuda never accepted a salary 
for heading the Yeshiva. Instead, he 
supported his family by working as a 
blacksmith. As soon as he received enough 
to cover his daily expenses, he stopped 
working and returned to the Bais Medrash 
to learn. 
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The Lion’s Den 

During Rav Yehuda’s life, the ruler 
of Morocco was Sultan Mullah Ismael. He 
was a rabid anti-Semite and intentionally 
sought to harm the Jewish community. His 
leadership levied heavy taxes on the Jewish 
people, leaving many impoverished. They 
also imprisoned Rabbanim and other 
communal leaders, forcing the community 
to redeem them for exorbitant sums. 

Once, Rav Yehuda himself was 
imprisoned. When the community could 
not raise the sum that the Sultan asked for 
his ransom, Rav Yehuda was thrown to the 
lions. To everyone’s shock, Rav Yehuda 
walked up and down in the lions’ den but 
the lions did not even touch him. He left 
the den unharmed. When this story became 
known, Rav Yehuda was considered a 
Tzaddik who was protected from harm, and 
a miracle worker. 

 

Leaving his Mark 

Rav Yehuda left an indelible mark 

on Moroccan Jewry. Together with his 
talmid Rav Yaakov Ben-Tzur (also known 
as the Yaavetz), he compiled the many 
minhagim of the kehillos of the Western 
countries, according to the takanos of the 
Rabbanim who settled there after the 
expulsion from Spain. They became known 
as Rabboseinu Ba’alei HaMinhagim and 
are frequently quoted in Halachic sefarim. 

Rav Yehuda and his Bais Din also 
established many takanos that have been 
implemented among kehillos today as well, 
for example restricting overspending for 
seudos of a bris, bar mitzvah or chasunah. 

Rav Yehuda wrote many sefarim 
including Minchas Yehuda on Torah, 
Minhagei Treifos B’Fez, Dinei Get 
V’Chalitzah, She’eilos U’Teshuvos and 
Psakim, and Shir Michtam, his work on 
Hilchos Shechitah and Treifos which was 
written in rhyme form.  

Zechuso Yagen Aleinu. 

www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-19-

sivanjune-17 

    

Rav Tzvi Hirsh oRav Tzvi Hirsh oRav Tzvi Hirsh oRav Tzvi Hirsh of Nadvornaf Nadvornaf Nadvornaf Nadvorna, , , , 20202020
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The Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi 5562/1802

 Rav Tzvi Hirsh was born in 
5500/1740 (or 5497/1737). 

When he was still a child, his father, 
Rav Sholom Zelig, took him along to the 
court of the Ba’al Shem Tov, who blessed 
him to become a leader in Klal Yisrael. 

Rav Tzvi Hirsh was fluent in Shas 
and Poskim, as well as many works of 
Kabbala. He was a talmid of the Maggid of 
Mezhritch, and close with Rav Yechiel 
Michel, the Zlotchover Maggid, who said 
that he had sixty talmidim who were 
Tzaddikim, but the greatest was Rav Tzvi 
Hirsh, whom Eliyahu Hanavi often visited. 

Following in the ways of his Rebbe, 
Rav Tzvi Hirsh became a maggid, traveling 
from town to town spreading the derech 

haChassidus. 

The first city where he served as 
maggid was Dolina; later he settled in 
Nadvorna, after which he is known. Many 
came to learn from him and his avodas 
Hashem. 

Rav Tzvi Hirsh wrote down his 
divrei Torah and published some of them 
anonymously. Among his sefarim are Alfa 
Baisa, kabbalistic references to the alef-
beis; Mili D’Avos, on Pirkei Avos; and 
Tzemach Hashem LaTzvi, on the Torah. 

He was niftar on the 20th of Sivan 
5562/1802, and buried in Nadvorna. 

His sons were Rav Dovid Aryeh of 
Nadvorna, who was the son-in-law of Rav 
Meir (son of Rav Levi Yitzchok of 
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Berditchev); and Rav Moshe Yehoshua 
Yechiel Michel. Both were later buried near 
their father in Nadvorna. 

His sons-in-law were Rav Yitzchok 
of Radvill, the son of Rav Yechiel Michel of 

Zlotchov and Rav Aharon Zev Weinreb. 

Zechuso yagen aleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-20-sivanjune-18/ 

 

Rav Shimon SoferRav Shimon SoferRav Shimon SoferRav Shimon Sofer, , , , 21212121
stststst
    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan    

Rav of Erlau, the Hisorerus Teshuva, and his son Rav Moshe Sofer, Dayan of Erlau, Hy”d 5704/1944 

 “Rav Shimon HaTzaddik,” as he was 
fondly called by Rav Yehoshua of Belz, was 
born in Pressburg, Slovakia, to Rav 
Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin (the Ksav 
Sofer, son of the Chasam Sofer) and 
Rebbetzin Chava Leah. Before his bar 
mitzvah he had already completed 
Maseches Beitzoh sixty times! 

He absorbed a wealth of Torah in his 
father’s home, where his father 
affectionately called him “Shimon the 
Chassid.” In fact, Rav Shimon later 
developed a fondness for Chassidus, and on 
occasion met with the Divrei Chaim of 
Sanz. 

Rav Shimon married the daughter of 
Rav Yitzchok Fried of Kleinvardein, but his 
Rebbetzin passed away at a young age, still 
childless. He later remarried and lived in 
Russia for a while. After a divorce, he 
married Rebbetzin Esther Malka, the 
daughter of Rav Zalman Spitzer, son-in-law 
of the Chasam Sofer. His sons were Rav 
Akiva of Stanislav; Rav Shmuel Chaim, Rav 
in Zhgrev; Rav Moshe, Dayan in Erlau; Rav 
Avrohom, Rav in Guritzia; Rav Zalman of 
Vienna; and Rav Yaakov of Uhel. He also 
had four daughters. 

For six years, beginning in 
5634/1874, he lived in Russia, where he 
was venerated by all the local Gedolei 
Torah. In 5640/1880, at the age of thirty-
one, he was called upon to assume the 
rabbanus of Erlau, Hungary, northeast of 
Budapest, where he served for sixty-four 
years. In Erlau, he was also the Rosh 
Yeshiva, delivering intricate shiurim to the 
bachurim, and giving several daily shiurim 

to the townspeople. 

In old age, when his vision failed, 
someone would read the text for him and 
he would expound on it, continuing to 
deliver his dynamic shiurim as before. 

He greatly honored his grandfathers. 
Often, in his older years, he would ask that 
certain pieces of Chiddushei Rav Akiva 
Eiger, his great-grandfather’s writings, be 
read to him. At such times he would rise in 
respect. 

Even though the salary that he 
earned in Erlau was meager, he refused 
more prominent positions, such as the 
rabbanus of Budapest and Ungvar. 
Nevertheless, he became one of Hungary’s 
uncontested manhigim, and he stood at the 
forefront of the battles to preserve Torah-
true Yiddishkeit. 

The Rav once mentioned that he did 
not have enough money to print the 
sefarim of his grandfather, the Chasam 
Sofer. The Rebbetzin immediately went out 
and sold all her jewelry. Rav Shimon 
subsequently printed many of the Chasam 
Sofer’s sefarim. 

His own sefarim were She’eilos 
U’Teshuvos Hisorerus Teshuva and Shir 
Maon al HaTorah, which he printed 
anonymously. He added the following to 
every page: “Do not rely on this sefer for 
halachah l’maaseh.” 

Rav Shimon was meticulous in 
observance of mitzvos. Nothing could 
inspire him with simcha like davening, 
learning, or sitting in the sukkah. He 
donned Rashi, Rabbeinu Tam, and the 
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Shimusha Rabba tefillin every day. 

Along with three thousand of his 
fellow Jews, Rav Shimon was transferred 
from the Erlau Ghetto to Auschwitz, where 
the ninety-five-year-old Rav was sent, in 
his wheelchair, to the gas chambers. His 
son, Rav Moshe, was also killed on this day. 

Hy”d.  

The current Erlauer Rav, Rav 
Yochanan Sofer, shlit”a, is the son of Rav 
Moshe. 

Zecher Tzaddikim livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-21-sivanjune-19/ 
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Nadvorna Rebbe of Czernowitz 

The Violin 

Rav Mordecha’leh of Nadvorna used 
to play the violin. He taught his 
descendants that they too should attempt 
to learn and study its secrets, explaining 
that “when Moshiach comes, who then 
shall play in his honor and add music to his 
welcoming ceremony? Chaim’el Klezemer? 
Or a Tzaddik such as one of us - if we might 
have such a merit?!” 

His son Rav Meir of Kretchnif said 
before his passing that his son, Rav Isamar, 
would be the best successor to inherit the 
violin. However, he would not change the 
family custom of drawing lots. And so when 
Rav Meir passed on and there was a lottery 
drawn among his holy sons for his holy 
possessions, the violin did indeed fall to 
Rav Isamar. Rav Isamar used to play the 
violin only a few times a year at auspicious 
times such as Lag BaOmer, Chanuka, and 
at family simchas. On these occasions he 
played the well-known Nadvorna niggunim 
of Echad Yachid uMeyuchad as well as 
Yedid Nefesh and Bar Yochai on Lag 
BaOmer. He was once asked: if he only 
played a few times a year and never 
practiced, how did he learn and know how 
to play? He answered that when his father, 
Rav Meir of Kretchnif once played those 
niggunim to him and said, “See – that’s 
how you play the violin,” he acquired the 
knowledge right then and there on the spot 
and never needed to practice again! 

Once he had moved to Czernowitz 

and later, when the accursed Nazis began 
their rampage, his home was miraculously 
spared their wrath from searching and 
pillaging. One day, the precious violin 
vanished. My Rebbe, the Clevelander of 
Raanana shlit’a was looking out the 
window a few days later and miraculously 
he spied the precious violin being hidden 
by an unknown thief beneath the haystack 
in his wagon. Immediately upon hearing 
this, Rav Isamar simply went outside, 
marched up to the amazed goy’s wagon, 
lifted the haystack, pointed at the 
instrument, and thundered, “That is my 
violin!” So saying, he took it and just 
marched back; the thief was too stunned to 
utter a syllable! 

 

The Miracle of the Young 
Czernowitzer Rebbe 

There was a young Jewish woman 
who was married to a merchant just 
outside Czernowitz. Her custom was to hire 
a non-Jewish wagon driver who would 
drive her wagon to and from town, where 
she would purchase goods and wares that 
her husband would sell. One such day, the 
wagon driver she hired was too 
inexperienced to handle the horses 
properly and they began to tear down the 
main road in Czernowitz bearing down 
upon all passers-by. People ran screaming 
for their lives as the horses’ hooves 
thundered and the wagon driver could not 
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control them. One luckless young non-
Jewish boy failed to escape and was killed. 

The father realized he could frighten 
the Jews and squeeze them for their money 
and so he demanded compensation from 
them, day after day and week after week, 
for the loss of his child. His demands grew 
and his threats were always the same: if 
they didn’t pay up, he would go to the 
authorities and press charges for 
manslaughter, since it was the fault of the 
merchant’s wife’s – she had hired the 
wagon driver and was therefore 
responsible. Seeing that the extortion 
attempts and ransom tactics never let up, 
the Jewish couple finally refused to pay the 
man, lest they would become destitute and 
penniless as his demands never ceased. 

The father was true to his threats 
and went to the authorities, who drew up a 
case and set the court date for several 
weeks later. The merchant and his wife 
went from lawyer to lawyer; however, each 
one said there was no point and that the 
case would surely be decided in favor of the 
father whose child was accidentally killed 
and that the merchant’s wife would be 
imprisoned for a long time. The merchant 
went to his Rebbe, and he too could not 
offer help. 

Finally the wife’s sister mentioned 
that a young man, a Rebbe, had just moved 
into her apartment building and that he 
appeared to be a Tzaddik; perhaps they 
should try him? Rav Isamar had only 
recently become a young Rebbe; at age 
seventeen, he had just moved to 
Czernowitz, had not yet built a Bais 
Medrash or home, and was renting an 
apartment in the same building as this 
sister. The merchant’s wife heeded her 
sister’s advice, and to her amazement the 
young Rebbe asked her all the details of the 
entire story, more than any lawyer had! 

He then nodded his head and 
declared, “You have absolutely nothing to 
fear; this man will be dead and buried 
before you go to trial! Go home with a light 
heart.” She could not believe the good 
news. The following week, she came back to 
Czernowitz to search for one more lawyer, 
just in case the young Rebbe’s berocha was 
too good to be true, but her sister told her 
the news, “Why are you here looking for a 
lawyer? Didn’t you hear that the goy died 
and was buried yesterday? He suddenly got 
a high fever, and before the doctor even 
arrived he was dead – the doctor had no 
choice but to simply establish his death!” 



SivanSivanSivanSivanof of of of     
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Rav of Chug Chasam Sofer 5764/2004 

Rav Yitzchok Shlomo Ungar was the 
son of Rav Avrohom Tzvi, mechaber of 
Machana Avrohom on Maseches Mikvaos 
and Beitza. Rav Avrohom Tzvi was the 
scion of an illustrious family. He was a 
sixth-generation descendant of the Poanim 
Me’iros; his father, Rav Chaim, was a 
talmid of Rav Menachem Prosnitz Katz, 
one of the greatest talmidim of the Chasam 
Sofer; and his grandfather, Rav Yechiel 
Michel Ungar of Tzehlim, served as the 
meshamesh of the Ksav Sofer and Rav 
Shimon Sofer of Cracow. 

Rav Avrohom Tzvi’s mother was the 
daughter of Rav Zalman Berger, a wealthy 
man who fought bravely against the 
Reform and haskala movements. 

In World War I Rav Avrohom Tzvi 
was drafted into the army, during which 
time he constantly reviewed Torah by 
heart. 

In 5686/1926 Rav Avrohom Tzvi 
was invited to serve as Rav of Kapa-Var. 
Reform influence in this community was so 
strong that during the initial period after 
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the family’s arrival, young Yitzchok Shlomo 
was the only child in the local Jewish 
school who wore a yarmulke. Under the 
Rav’s influence, the community grew 
tremendously. 

During the Holocaust, Rav Yitzchok 
Shlomo endured untold hardships in 
numerous labor camps. After liberation, he 
moved to Eretz Yisrael and fulfilled his 
father’s final request by founding a Yeshiva 
to which he gave his father’s name. 

The Chug Chasam Sofer community 
in Bnei Brak, which was zocha to have Rav 
Yitzchok Shlomo at its helm, was also the 

home of the Yeshiva. Rav Yitzchok Shlomo 
also established a kollel for avreichim who 
studied halacha under his guidance. 

Rav Ungar was niftar on the 22nd of 
Sivan, 5764/2004, after a few months’ 
illness. He was survived by his Rebbetzin, 
his brother, Rav Yechiel Michel Ungar, the 
Pupa dayan; Rav Yeshayah Ungar, gabbai 
of the Skverer Rebbe, and thousands of 
talmidim and admirers the world over who 
will long remember him. 

Zecher tzaddik livracha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-22-sivanjune-20/ 
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Head of Hungarian Jewry 

The Holy Business Partner 

A man once approached Rav Yehuda 
Assad for advice. “There is an old, run-
down store in the downtown area of the 
city. I can get it at a very reasonable price. I 
think that with my marketing skills I may 
be able to turn that location into a 
profitable venture. Do you think I should 
buy it?” 

Rav Assad made a face. “I don’t 
think that it would be prudent to enter that 
part of the city for a business venture.” The 
man left somewhat dejected. 

A few days later another man 
entered the Rav’s study with the identical 
question about the same property. “There 
is an old, run-down store in the downtown 
area of the city. I can get it at a very 
reasonable price. I think that with my 
marketing skills, and of course with 
Hashem’s help, I may be able to turn that 
location into a profitable venture. Do you 
think I should buy it?” 

This time Rav Assad nodded in 
approval. “I think you should make a go of 
it. I have no doubts that it will be a 
success.” 

When word got out that the Rav was 

behind this new endeavor, the first man 
stormed into his study quite upset. “Why 
did you tell me not to buy the property and 
then tell my friend just the opposite?” he 
demanded. 

“My dear talmid,” answered the Rav, 
“there is a great difference. Your friend 
took in a partner. He said that with the help 
of Hashem he could make a go of it. When 
someone includes Hashem in his plans, I 
am sure that he will succeed!” 

www.torah.org/learning/drasha/5757/pekudei.html  

 

The Five Angelic Rabbonim and their 
Mission 

The Chasam Sofer decided that 
because of the changes brought about by 
the Reform movement, Orthodox Jews 
should create separate communities for 
themselves in Hungary. However, first it 
was necessary to receive royal approval for 
this. Therefore, the Rabbonim sent a 
delegation of five of the most famous 
Rabbonim and Tzaddikim of Hungary to 
the Kaiser Franz Josef. Among the 
delegation were Rav Yehudah Assad, the 
famous mechaber of Yehudah Ya’aleh, Rav 
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Akiva Yoseph, and his father-in-law, Rav 
Hillel of Kolomy. Rav Akiva Yoseph, in his 
sefer Bris Olam, relates that the night 
before their meeting with the Kaiser, he 
was lodging with his father-in-law. In the 
middle of the night he was awakened by 
Rav Hillel, who asked him, “Are you 
asleep?” 

Rav Akiva Yoseph replied that he 
was awake. 

“Do you see anything?” asked Rav 
Hillel of his son-in-law. “No,” came the 
answer.  

After a while Rav Hillel asked again, 
“Do you see anything?” Again, Rav Akiva 
Yoseph replied, “No, I don’t see anything.” 

After that, Rav Hillel woke him once 
again with the same question, and once 
again Rav Akiva Yoseph gave the same 
reply. But this time Rav Hillel explained, “I 
just saw the Chasam Sofer in a dream and 
he told me, “You have davened well. Go to 
the Kaiser, and your mission will be 
successful.” 

The next morning the entire 
delegation went to the Kaiser’s palace. They 
found all the gates open, with no guard or 
anyone else to stop them or ask them 
questions; so they walked right in to the 
palace grounds. The Kaiser was taking his 
morning stroll, wearing a simple house 
robe. 

When the Kaiser saw them, he 
exclaimed, “Five angels!” 

The members of the delegation had 
removed their hats, as is customary when 
standing before a king. Rav Assad 
approached the king and said, “If His 
Majesty will allow it, I would like to put on 
my hat so that I can recite the blessing we 
say when we see a king.” The Kaiser 
graciously answered, “Of course, but please 
wait a minute.” 

Then the Kaiser went into the palace 
and put on his crown, and afterwards Rav 
Assad and the others recited the berocha: 
“Who has imparted of His honor to flesh 

and blood.”  

Afterwards the Kaiser asked them 
the purpose of their visit. 

The Rabbonim had originally 
planned that one of them, a talmid of the 
Chasam Sofer, would present their request; 
but now he found himself unable to open 
his mouth. The Kaiser realized that the 
young man was overcome with awe before 
him and therefore could not speak. He said, 
“Instead of speaking, just put your request 
in writing, and whatever you wish, I will 
grant.” 

They immediately wrote their 
request, that the Kaiser give them the 
necessary recognition so that they could 
function as a separate community with due 
legal authority. 

The Kaiser took their request and, 
without even reading its contents, folded it. 
This was the royal sign that the request had 
been granted. 

Afterwards, the Kaiser was about to 
take leave of his five guests, but first he 
asked for a blessing from Rav Assad, who 
appeared to him as handsome as an angel. 
Rav Assad blessed him with a long life and 
a long and successful reign. It is known that 
the blessing was fulfilled, for the Kaiser was 
still reigning at the age of eighty-four. 

When they left the Kaiser, they met 
the palace director, who was astonished to 
discover that five strangers had entered the 
palace without any hindrance. He asked 
them,  

“How did you enter without 
permission?” 

They answered, “No, we are not 
entering. We are leaving.” Upon hearing 
this he was so astonished that he simply 
walked away. 

(She’al Avicha Veyagedcha I, page 85.) 

www.shemayisrael.com/parsha/feinhandler/children/archives/korac

h.htm  
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What Do You Eat, Round Matza & 
Square Matza? 

Rav Yehuda Assad was 
eat only round matza - just like the matza 
that was eaten in Mitzrayim. “
Habatzek... Ugos Matzos” (Bo
means round matzos, as in Choni 
HaMe’agel who stood in a circle. “It was 
not for nothing that the Torah writes that 
the matzos were round”, says Rav Yehuda 
Assad. 


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס

ציפורה בת גילה
  

  דבורה בת
ה"

Refuah Sheleimah 

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 יסל בת אידל סומאז  
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה
  רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי 
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה   

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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What Do You Eat, Round Matza & 

Rav Yehuda Assad was makpid to 
just like the matza 

“Vayofu Es 
Bo 12:39) 

means round matzos, as in Choni 
ircle. “It was 

not for nothing that the Torah writes that 
the matzos were round”, says Rav Yehuda 

He gives a number of reasons. The 
matza is Lechem Oni, the bread of poverty, 
and the circle symbolizes the 
HaChozer BaOlam”; poverty and wealth
runs in cycles. Also the Mitzrim ate bread 
with three or four corners to represent the 
multiple gods that they worshipped. 
Therefore Bnei Yisrael were commanded to 
bake round matzos. 

www.revach.net/dafyomi/article.php?id=3551


גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס     לרפואה שלימה

     לרפואה שלימה  ציפורה בת גילה

 לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

  

  מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה

מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    

  
    

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frum

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

עילוי נשמתל

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

He gives a number of reasons. The 
, the bread of poverty, 

and the circle symbolizes the “Galgal 
; poverty and wealth 

runs in cycles. Also the Mitzrim ate bread 
with three or four corners to represent the 
multiple gods that they worshipped. 
Therefore Bnei Yisrael were commanded to 

www.revach.net/dafyomi/article.php?id=3551 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 ל

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 


