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The haftara read on Shabbos Parshas Chukas is the story of Yiftach, regarding whom the Gemara (Rosh 
Hashanah 25a) comments, יפתח בדורו כשמואל בדורו – “Yiftach in his time was like Shmuel in his time.”  
Yiftach, like all the shoftim, far surpassed any spiritual level that we could possibly imagine, and is 
considered lowly only in comparison to a great figure like Shmuel.  Certainly, then, we must learn from 
his actions and derive lessons to apply in our own lives. 
 
We read in Sefer Shoftim (11:6-7) that the elders of Gilad turned to Yiftach and asked him to lead them 
in war against Amon, and Yiftach replied: 
 

 באתם אלי עתה כאשר צר לכם? הלא אתם שנאתם אותי ותגרשוני מבית אבי, ומדוע
 

Did you not despise me and banish me from my father’s home?  Why do you come to me now when you 
face trouble? 
 
In our generation, a generation in which falsehood and deceit reign free, we would be hard-pressed to 
find somebody who would have the courage to speak this way to a distinguished delegation of leaders.  
First and foremost, in our days, a person asked to assume a leadership position would jump at the 
opportunity and would rush to accept the offer, without hesitating for a moment, out of his desire for 
fame and prestige.  But even if he would not, for whatever reason, wish to take the position, he would 
not respond directly and sternly to the people who had scorned him, as Yiftach did, and would instead 
flatter them and pretend that he really desires the post.  Yiftach here teaches us not to conduct 
ourselves in a manner of אחד בפה ואחד בלב – speaking one way but feeling differently in our hearts, in 
the manner described in Tehillim (78:36-37):  ויפתוהו בפיהם ובלשונם יכזבו לו. ולבם לא נכון עמו ולא נאמנו

 They deceived Him with their mouths and lied to Him with their tongues.  Their hearts were“ – בבריתו
not sincere towards Him, and they betrayed His covenant.”  We must speak with perfect honesty and 
absolute truth. 
 
We find this message in our parsha, as well.  Commenting on the pasuk,  על כן יאמר בספר מלחמות ה' את

 mentioned in this (”wars“) מלחמות the Gemara (Kiddushin 30b) explains that the ,(21:14) והב בסופה
pasuk refer to fierce arguing in Torah: 
 

זזים משם עד  חד, נעשים אויבים זה את זה, ואינםאפילו האב ובנו, הרב ותלמידו, שעוסקין בתורה בשער א
 שנעשים אוהבים זה את זה.

 
Even a father and son, or Rabbi and student, who engage in Torah in the same place, become enemies of 
one another, but they do not budge from there until they become beloved friends of one another.1 

 
We are to be so invested in our Torah study, with such passion and enthusiasm, to the point where even 
a father and son “fight” with one another while studying.  But in our lowly generation, it is hard to find 
people who are overcome by ריתחא דאורייתא (“anger of Torah”), to the point where they would wage 
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the battle of Torah against their father or Rabbi.  People today are too afraid of what other people might 
think about them if they argue in matters of Torah, and so their fail to learn with the appropriate level of 
rigor and intensity. 
 
My grandfather 2 זיע"א was adamantly opposed to people who felt hatred and hostility in their hearts 
but spoke as though they were beloved friends.  He would often repeat what his wife, my saintly 
grandmother, Perril a”h, would commonly say, איך האב ניט ליב צווי פנים'דיקע – “I don’t like two-faced 
people.”   
 
I recall an incident that happened during my childhood, when I was growing up in Bayit Ve’gan, when 
the leaders of the neighborhood decided to send a delegation to a certain evil man who held a position 
in the capacity of which he managed various aspects of the neighborhood.  He did many things that hurt 
the neighborhood, and the community leaders wished to ask for a certain favor on behalf of the 
neighborhood’s residents.  My grandfather was among the respected figures in Bayit Ve’gan, and so he 
was asked to join this distinguished delegation.  At the meeting, the community leaders in the group 
spoke flatteringly to the man, while my grandfather spoke honesty and directly.  He turned to the man 
and said that whereas until now he had perpetrated many evils against the people of the neighborhood, 
the time had come for him to correct his past mistakes and grant them this request. 
 
The other members of the delegation were horrified by my grandfather’s frankness, and tried to cover 
up his remarks.  However, this man, who had always been strict and difficult to deal with, was moved 
specifically by my grandfather’s words.  He said that ever since he assumed his position, nobody had 
ever spoken to him so directly and openly.  He granted the people’s request, and from that day on he 
conducted his affairs much differently, and did many good things for the religiously observant 
population of Yerushalayim.  This was all due to my grandfather’s commitment to honesty and 
frankness. 
 
One common example of the unfortunate phenomenon of אחד בפה ואחד בלב is when parents need 
somebody to watch their child and ask their neighbors living in the building if the child could stay with 
them during that time.  Even if that time is not convenient for the family, they might nevertheless agree 
to take in the child, fearful of what the neighbors might think if they refused.  Despite the hardship 
entailed, they will pretend to be happy and excited to have the child over, and falsely tell the neighbors 
how much they enjoy hosting the child.  The neighbors are overjoyed, and so they leave their child there 
often and for long periods of time, thinking that the hosts are thrilled to do them this favor, when in 
reality, this causes a great deal of trouble for the family, as the child often acts wildly and is very difficult 
to control.  Without the parents realizing it, the hosts are fuming over the overbearing burden that has 
been imposed on them, all the while pretending to enjoy the child’s long and frequent visits in order not 
to upset the parents.  All this anguish could have easily been avoided through honesty, by the neighbors 
simply explaining that it is not convenient for them.  However, in our world of flattery and falsehood, it 
is hard to be so honest.  As time passes, the neighbors are no longer able to pretend, and the pent-up 
anger finally bursts outward, causing terrible fighting and hostility – all because they did not want to 
speak the simple truth, that it was not convenient for them to have the child come. 
 
Just this past week, a principal of a certain large school came to me with a number of teachers to discuss 
various issues in the school.  One of the issues that came up was the fact that the teachers avoid telling 
the parents the truth about their child’s behavior and performance in school, because they want to stay 
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on good terms with the parents.  This is a terrible disservice to both the students and their parents.  As I 
discussed this with the teachers, I was stunned by how far the teachers went to lie and to pretend all is 
well with the students out of fear of what the parents would say. 
 
This is an especially important message for marriage.  Shalom bayis (peace in the home) depends mainly 
on appropriate speech between husband and wife.  When they resolutely commit themselves to speak 
only the truth, they will be able to maintain peace in the home.   
 
Let us all reinforce our commitment to distance ourselves from any kind of falsehood, exaggeration and 
distortions.  Even when we need to deviate from the truth for the sake of peace, it is proper to first 
consult with a posek for specific guidance.  By adhering to אמת, and speaking only the truth, we will see 
the fulfillment of the prayer, וטהר לבנו לעבדך באמת, and be privileged to serve the Almighty sincerely, 
with all our hearts, אמן כן יהי רצון. 
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