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 פרשת כי תשא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and 
our dear daughter, Ariella. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 ולע"נ ריטה רחל בת ניסים מרדכי ע"ה

 

   

ד' אל משה לאמר.  כי תשא את ראש בני  רידבו"
 ”’.Hashem spoke to Moshe saying.  ‘When you take a census of the Children of Israel according to their numbers“  )יב-יא, ל( "ישראל לפקדיהם

 Moshe said to HKB”H: Master of the World, of the seventy nations that You have in the world, why have You commanded me regarding only the Jewish People – “When you take a census of the Children of Israel?”  Hashem responded: because they coronated me at the Sea and said, “Hashem will reign forever.”1  
 

)לב, לבכתבת" (ואם אין מחני נא מספרך אשר  ” “But if not, erase me now from Your book that You have written.” 
 There is a custom is various Jewish communities that when the Torah reader reaches the story of the Golden Calf, he lowers his voice.  Why?  Out of shame.  Just yesterday we said: “we will do and we will listen.”  HKB”H opened the seven heavens for us and we saw that there is “nothing aside from Hashem (אין עוד מלבדו).”  We heard 
the Ten Commandments.  And today, we made a molten calf?!  And we bowed down to it?!  And we said, “This is your god, O Israel.”  Is there anything more embarrassing???  The event of the Golden Calf included all of the sins in the world.  Chazal say: whoever submits to idolatry is as if he denies the entire Torah!2  HKB”H wanted to wipe the Jewish People off the face of the Earth, G-d forbid.  So how were we 
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saved?  How did such a miracle occur: that so shortly after that horrific sin and Hashem’s threat to destroy us – HKB”H taught Moshe how to request mercy and instructed him to teach the Jewish People that whenever there is some national misfortune, G-d forbid, that they should know what to do, how to beg for mercy, to recite the thirteen attributes of mercy?  How did all that happen – what caused the quick turnaround?  How did Moshe Rabbeinu bring about such atonement for the people?  He accomplished this by agreeing to erase his name for the benefit of his nation - “But if not, erase me now from Your book that You have written.”  This type of empathy for the suffering of the Jewish People can save - it can nullify judgment.  “Moshe Rabbeinu a”h taught us a lesson for the generations: an individual, alone, has the power to save an entire nation - by feeling, with every fiber of his soul, the pain of his brethren.  The salvation of Klal Yisroel depends primarily on the participation of every individual in the national torment.”3  Therefore, we read this portion on public fast days – to remind us of the terrible pain that Moshe Rabbeinu felt for his flock and how that individual anguish sweetened the decree for the nation, as a whole.  A person’s perfection is only possible with Hashem.  We cannot be complete on our own.  If we think we are - it is ego.  Perfection is only 
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possible when we cling to Hashem.  That is how we are whole.  G-dliness completes us.  To attain that completion - we need each other.  We need unity.  It is impossible to connect to Hashem without connecting to each other.  Hashem wants us to be unified – He wants all of us together, all of the shevatim combined.  Every soul of every Jew is a part of the communal soul – the soul of the Jewish nation.  “All of us, sons of one man are we.”4  Parshas Ki Sisa opens with a national census.  HKB”H told Moshe Rabbeinu that when he wants to count the Jewish People – he should not take a head count.  Rather, each person should contribute a half shekel and then the coins should be counted – thereby, their number will be known.  Why not count them directly?  Counting individuals highlights disconnection (each one is its own unique entity) and separation is the greatest danger to the Jewish People – we can only survive via unity.  Every Jew has a specific spark and each spark is a unique piece of Hashem.  Every individual has something distinctive that no one else does.  Therefore, we need E-V-E-R-Y-O-N-E.  Each one contributes his half shekel and, together with his friend, there is a complete shekel.  To achieve a person’s completion – he needs a friend.  “It is not good that man be alone.”5  A person cannot bring out all of the good contained within him on his own.  He needs others.  The goal of Torah and mitzvos is to acquire positive character traits, to love every Jew, to never cause another Jew any pain, to never hurt another Jew.  “Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace.”6    HKB”H is All-Compassionate, All-Pleasant, All-Loving – and that is how He wants us to be.  A person faces all kinds of challenges in life, he finds himself in all manner of unpleasant situations with others – and precisely there, precisely where he is certain that he is in the right, where he feels that he must be tenacious – 
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precisely there - he must negate his anger with mercy, forbearance, sensitivity, consideration.  Hashem wants tzaddikim to have compassion on the Jewish People and draw them near – as they are, with whatever flaws they possess.  After the sin of the Golden Calf, because they sinned so severely, Moshe distanced himself from the people: “Moshe took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp.”7  Hashem said to him: I am angry and you are angry – if so, who will bring them close?8  “Hashem wants us to advocate only good things for Jews and to have compassion on them, even on the lowest ones – to draw them all to Him, like Moshe Rabbeinu, who gave up his life for the Jewish People: ‘But if not, erase me now from Your book that You have written.’”9  HKB”H has such tremendous compassion on us.  He has Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, which are great lights that were revealed from the midst of the darkness of the sin of the Golden Calf.  From the depths of that horrific gloom, when HKB”H wanted to destroy the Jewish People, G-d forbid, the lights of the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy were born.  There is truth and there is ultimate, absolute truth.  If truth leads to the destruction of the Jewish People, G-d forbid, the primary, original Luchos are cast down so that the nation may survive.  Truth consists of things that are conclusive - but do not work practically.  Practicality demands matters to help the world survive.  What would happen if we approached our children with strict truth and, after they misbehaved three times, we would expel them from our homes?  What would result from that harsh approach?  What would become of these children?  We would destroy them completely.  Because they misbehaved a few times – should 
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we exile them?  Rather, we try to bring them closer, we do not give up on them – that is ultimate truth.  We believe that within the wicked son there is an amazing and wondrous hidden truth. We need only dig to find it – never to despair.”10  Absolute truth says: “yes, I sinned – but Hashem loves me nonetheless.”  That is not to say that everything is permissible – there is judgment.  We are proscribed from thinking that Hashem does not mind our transgressions or that He will look away when we misbehave.  Of course He minds and does not look away – the law is the law and we cannot ignore even the most minor sins.  Every improper word that we utter requires an apology and we must beg for forgiveness.  Every indecent thought must be annulled and every minor infraction must be corrected.  Hashem does not want us to live without boundaries.  The law is the law – but, there is also tremendous and unlimited kindness.  That kindness is HKB”H’s awesome love for us.  That does not mean that we are free to be disobedient – because, if we act badly, we do not connect to truth.  If we are not connected to G-d – we are nothing.  We must be righteous, we must change for the better and we must know that Hashem waits and waits for us.  A person must fight his yetzer hora.  We must not allow it to win.  We have free-will.  We see that in this week’s parsha, in the story of the Golden Calf.  After the Jewish People merited to receive the light of Torah with amazing miracles and wonders and they all received Divine Inspiration, it should have been impossible for them to have sinned so grievously afterwards.  This demonstrates how far a person’s power of self-determination reaches and how fiercely the yetzer hora can overpower a person each day.  Hashem created everything to maximize the exercise of free-choice.  The fact that we have free-will is what makes our service of Hashem so valuable, more than the service of all of the angels and seraphs, who have no free-will.  Therefore, the evil inclination has the 
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ability to subdue us each time anew with all kinds of confusions and seductions – to the point that he was able to defeat the entire nation after the Giving of the Torah and get them to make the Golden Calf.  How did he succeed?  By concealing Moshe from them.  This teaches us that it is impossible without tzaddikim.  We must get close to them and cling to them – as Yehoshua did.  He never left Moshe’s tent.  He constantly thought about his Rebbe, longed for him and could not proceed without him.  The Creator of the World, in His unlimited kindness, constantly creates new opportunities for us: to have mercy, to forego, to forgive and to feel the pain of another.  A Jew must journey through life with love of other Jews.  We must be filled with intense love for every single Jew.  We must seek peace, pursue peace and love all of creation with all of our resources.  We must distance ourselves from any quarrel, argument or dissension.  We must feel that all Jews are our brothers, they are all Hashem’s children and He loves all of them and wants their nearness.  We must increase our love, forgiveness and patience towards our spouses, children, relatives, neighbors, acquaintances and every Jew.  So much prayer is needed to be able to really feel for others, to truly feel the pain of a friend and not just pay lip service.  It is not possible to actually feel their pain if we do not imagine that what happened to him is happening to us – all of the suffering and ailments, G-d forbid.  Moshe Rabbeinu was never content with the knowledge of what his brethren were enduring.  He went out of the luxurious palace of Pharaoh to personally experience the physical torture.  We must learn from the great tzaddikim of every generation who felt the pain of other Jews, who spilled tears like water for every ache of any Jew, who tore open the gates of Heaven to bring salvations.  We are responsible for one another.  The Jewish People: each one is a guarantor for every other.  We are each a part of a complete nation, the Chosen People, that has a holy mission.  To fulfill 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me feel this unity: to feel that whoever passes me in the street, whoever is on line next to me at the doctor’s office, whoever stands or sits next to me in shul – is literally my brother, we share One Father.  Help me feel that there is a bond between all of our souls.  For I do not really feel it.  I am so focused on my own service of You, my own bond with my Father in Heaven, that I often forget that there are many others like me, that they are all Your children.  Help me stop thinking that the most important thing is that I am okay, that I returned in teshuva and that I try to give You gratification.  Help me feel pain when I meet so many Jews who have not yet merited tasting the sweet flavor of emuna and of serving Hashem.  Help me, Father, that it bother me.  Help me daven for them.  Help me realize that my redemption depends on them too – that You, Father, love all of us and wait for all of us.  Help me understand that it is good that I feel like Your only son – but I may never forget that You have many other “only sons” – they are all Your “only sons.”  Master of the World!  Help me never disqualify any Jew.  When I notice the flaws of others – their dishonesty, their lack of courtesy, their inconsiderateness, their arrogance, among so many others – especially if someone hurt me – I stay away, I disqualify them, I draw a line and I am done.  I am incapable of recognizing, in those moments, that they too are Your children, that they definitely have many beautiful qualities, that You, Father, love them just as You love me, that You wait for them to do teshuva for their flaws just as You wait for me to do teshuva for my flaws.  I too am so far from perfect and I have so much left to correct.  Master of the World!  Instead of getting angry, feeling contempt, distancing myself – help me have compassion, judge favorably, daven to You, Father, have mercy on them that they may merit a complete correction.  The truth is that the person I am dealing with is a certain way.  However, the absolute, ultimate truth is that, inside, he is all good, he has a Divine spark and he is also Your beloved child.   

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                      ו  ח אדר א' תשע""י – February 27, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 

that mission, each of us must care about everyone else, must feel part of the whole – it must hurt us if someone does something bad.  We must speak in the plural form: to ask for the entire nation, to escape our self-centered perspective towards a broader view.  The secret of redemption is that we are responsible for each other.  We must feel the torment of the Shechina due to the absence of any one of us.  We must cry over this, daven over this – we must do whatever we can to bring another Jew back.  Each of us must sacrifice of ourselves for the benefit of the Jewish People.  We must learn from Moshe Rabbeinu.  The more that a person manages to be connected to Am Yisroel, the more he is connected to HKB”H.  The two are inextricably linked – we cannot separate HKB”H from Klal Yisroel!  It is impossible!  Am Yisroel 

and HKB”H are one!  If we want to connect to HKB”H we must love every single member of Am Yisroel, we must connect to Am Yisroel.  The Gedolei Yisroel were so fastidious about loving each and every Jew.  Just as every father loves his children with an intense love - it is innate, he has no choice as to whether or not to love them – so too, HKB”H loves us, His children.  Just as a father would resent anyone who hurts or hates his child – so too, HKB”H takes issue with anyone who hurts or hates even one of His children.  One who loves the Father – loves the children.  If HKB”H cannot give up on any Jew – how can we allow ourselves to give up on any Jew?!  How can we not tolerate some people if HKB”H tolerates them?!  That is our duty in life.  We must invest all of our efforts in this.   


