
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Orchos Chaim  
L’HaRosh 

The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
 

20. When the time arrives for any of the daily three Tefilos, one should 

put all his concerns aside and Daven. Above all else, one should protect 

his eyes from looking at anything that is not his. 
Orach Yesharim writes that when a person is involved in his dealings, he finds 

it difficult to forget everything when it comes time to Daven. This is why the 

Ramban writes in his Igeres that one should purify his thoughts during Davening. 

Meaning, one should try not to think about other matters while he Davens. It has 

been suggested that a good way for one to properly focus his mind to Davening is 

to learn Torah beforehand. Additionally, the Rosh connects Davening with the 

directive to not feel envy, which includes training oneself to feel that he no rights 

to something that is not his. One should realize that the time that is designated for 

Davening does not belong to him, and with this in mind he will be able to 

concentrate on Davening and not think about other things. 

Rav Yitzchak Dershowitz writes that Rav Meir Pantel and Rav Yosef 

Friedenson were once talking with Rav Aharon Kotler about an important matter. 

Suddenly Rav Aharon stood up and apologized, and said that he was not able to 

talk with them any longer. He explained that he realized that he had to leave 

immediately and attend an urgent matter somewhere else. It was obvious that    

Rav Aharon was anxious and in a big rush. Rav Aharon’s Rebbetzin heard what 

Rav Aharon had said and reminded him that if he left straight to the meeting, he 

wouldn’t have time to Daven Minchah. Rav Aharon agreed and decided to Daven 

Minchah before he left. The two guests thought that given the urgency,              

Rav Aharon would Daven quickly and go on his way, but they commented later 

that Rav Aharon did not rush his Davening. In fact, his Shemoneh Esrei took him 

45 minutes! 

ב(-)כ:א ותמת שם מרים ותקבר שם: ולא היה מים לעדה  

Miriam died there, and she was buried there. There was no water for 
the assembly (20:1-2) 

Rav Yitzchak Caro, zt”l, the uncle of Maran the Bais Yosef, wrote 
that the water did not flow from the eyes of the people for Miriam. 
That is, they did not cry enough for her, so HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
acted מידה כנגד מידה – measure for measure, and they did not have 
water to drink. (Lehisadein B’Ahavascha) 
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                Candle Lighting: 8:13 

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:39   Gra: 9:15 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:30 

Chatzos: 1:00       Sh'kiah: 8:31 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:22 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:44  

                                                 (some say 10:19) 
 
 

                       
                Next Week: Balak 
              Candle Lighting: 8:11 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 
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זותמ ז'  
7 Tamuz 

The Parshah begins with the concept of 

the Parah Adumah. Rashi writes that the 

Parah Adumah atones for the sin of the 

Golden Calf. Rav Shimon Schwab explains a 

deeper meaning to this relationship. The sin 

of the Golden Calf occurred at a time 

when physicality was given top priority. 

When we burn the Parah Adumah, we are 

stressing that the physical— although it is 

necessary, it shouldn’t take the 

forefront. This is a lesson for us to have 

proper focus and priorities. 

 

  לרפואה שלימה:

גיטל פייגא ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן  

 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

 B’Kitzur       
The time to say Shema of Maariv is from 

the appearance of three small stars. On a cloudy 

day, one should wait until there is no question 

about this. Some Shuls Daven Maariv right after 

Minchah, even though it is still not night, 

because of the difficulty of gathering a Minyan a 

second time. This is permitted as long as it is 

not before Plag HaMinchah.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 70:1) 

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
A certain storekeeper in Radin used to close his 

shop late on Friday and reopen before Shabbos had 

ended. The Chofetz Chaim approached him to try and 

get him to keep Shabbos better, and said to him, “Let 

me tell you a story. There once was a potato farmer who 

carted his crop of potatoes to a wholesaler, and they 

agreed on a price per sack. However, there was one 

problem—the farmer did not know how to count and he 

was concerned as to how he would know how many 

sacks of potatoes there were. The wholesaler had an 

idea. For every sack that got unloaded from the cart, he 

would put one penny on the table, and when the cart is 

fully unloaded, he will exchange each penny for a gold 

coin. The farmer agreed. As the sacks of potatoes got 

unloaded, the wholesaler kept putting down more 

pennies. However, the farmer was not used to seeing so 

much money and he couldn’t resist himself, so secretly 

took some of the pennies and put them in his pocket. 

The wholesaler happened to notice this, but he didn’t 

say anything since every penny the farmer took off the 

table and put in his pocket saved him the full price of a 

sack.” The Chofetz Chaim said to the man, “You know 

that the farmer was a fool, but you should also know 

that you act in the same way as him. Hashem made 

Shabbos the source of all Brachah. According to the 

Zohar, all six days of the week receive their sustenance 

from Shabbos. Therefore, if we calculate, every hour of 

keeping Shabbos provides Brachah, sustenance, and 

financial success for six weekday hours. How foolish it 

is to ‘steal’ an hour from Shabbos! The reality is that 

you are only stealing from yourself!” 
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 בס"ד
 The Siddur Speaks 

It says in Tehilim (17:1,2), “Hear, Hashem, what 

is righteous. Listen to my Tefilah, but not from 

deceptive lips. Dismiss my judgement from before You, 

Your eyes see straight”. Rav Mendel Hager, zt”l, 

explains these words. Chazal teach us (Megilah 29a) 

that one day soon, in the near future, all the Shuls and 

Batei Midrash in Galus will be transported to Eretz 

Yisroel. Chazal also teach that our Tefilos go up to 

Shamayim through Eretz Yisrael. Therefore, Tefilos 

that are said in a Shul have a connection to Eretz 

Yisroel. However, Rav Hager teaches, this is true only 

if one does not talk in Shul during Davening. This is 

the meaning of the Pesukim: ‘Hear, Hashem, what is 

righteous. Listen to my Tefilah, but not from deceptive 

lips’— Let my Tefilah come from lips that are not 

engaged in other activities, like talking in the middle 

of Davening. Then, at the time when You judge me, 

Hashem, ‘Dismiss my judgement from before You’, 

because ‘Your eyes see straight’— Your eyes will see 

me directly, as if I had Davened in Eretz Yisroel! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Elchanan Wasserman once came to visit America shortly 

before the war, in order to raise funds for his Yeshivah. He was 

being driven around New York, and as they drove, Rav Elchanan 

kept his head down for the entire ride, learning from a Sefer.  

On one ride, the driver passed a block that had a bad reputation.     

Rav Elchanan, who had not once lifted his head to look out the 

window, all of a sudden cried out, “Where are you taking me?! 

The Tumah (impurity) of this place is unbearable!  

Please drive in a different direction!” 

 

 Working on our Middos 
Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, zt”l, was a great Talmid 

Chacham and was always looking to help another Jew, regardless 

of who it was. One day, Rav Yosef Chaim was late in returning 

home from Shacharis. This was unusual, since he was a very 

punctual person. His wife was concerned, and he sent their 

daughter to search for Rav Yosef Chaim. She went out looking and 

found her father drawing water from a well and pouring it into 

pitchers, which two little boys would then carry to their home. The 

boys emptied the water into a large barrel and then quickly 

returned to the well for more water. The daughter asked her father 

what he was doing, and Rav Yosef Chaim explained, “As I was 

returning home from shul, I noticed these two little boys bending 

over the well trying to draw water. What they were doing was 

dangerous, and I told them so. They replied that they had no choice 

because there was no more water at home, and they couldn’t afford 

to hire a water carrier. Their mother had recently given birth, and 

their father was sick in bed with a bad case of the flu.” Rav Yosef 

Chaim said to his daughter, “What could I have done? I had to help 

them. I immediately took off my Tallis and Tefilin and began to 

draw water for them. I will stop when their water barrel is full.” 

His daughter asked, “But what will people think when they see a 

great Talmid Chacham like you doing such lowly work?”          

Rav Yosef Chaim replied, “I care much more about what they 

would say in Shamayim if I were to leave these small children who 

are putting their lives in danger trying to help their parents, while I 

go sit and eat breakfast!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Chaim Yosef Gottlieb, the Rav of Stropkov,  

had an enormously large collection of Sefarim.  

He once explained why he had so many:  

“When I want to help a Talmid Chacham financially,  

I buy a Sefer from him. That way he can earn the money  

in a respectable way and not be embarrassed to take money. 

That is where most of these Sefarim come from.” 
 


