
 

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח תמלח ולא תשבית 

מעל מנחתך על כל קרבנך  מלח ברית אלקיך

(ב:יג) תקריב מלח  

Every mincha sacrifice of yours you must salt with salt; 

you must never annul the salt of HaShem’s covenant. 

(2:13) 

Rashi explains that there was a covenant that was 

forged with salt already from the sheishes yemei 

bereishis/six days of creation. This was known as the 

bris melach. At the time that the mayim 

hatachtonim/waters below were being separated 

from the mayim ha-elyonim/upper waters, HaShem 

promised that they would be offered on the 

mizbayach in the form of salt (the waters below are 

the oceans, whose water is salty), and by the nissuch 

hamayim on the Yom Tov of Sukkos.  

If we were to examine the “deal” that was made, there 

is an obvious argument that can be made. The waters 

were split, leaving the waters above the “firmament” 

with the privilege of becoming part of the kisei 

hakavod.  However, the lower waters were sent down 

to the lowly material world. As “fair” compensation, 

the lower waters were granted a promise: the zechus 

of becoming the salt for karbanos and the water of 

nissuch hamayim.  

This seemed to have been a fair exchange for the 

shortfall of the lower waters of having not become 

the carpet of the kisei hakavod. This new zechus 

would offset the loss of closeness to HaShem with yet 

another type of closeness that would one day be 

granted; the opportunity to be present by all 

karbanos.  

However, this compensation doesn’t seem fair at all. 

The lower waters only received their benefit twenty 

five hundred years later, whereas the upper waters 

were close to HaShem as soon as they were created. 

How do you compensate for all that lost time? 

Rav Meir Tzvi Bergman in his sefer Shaarei Ora 

explained beautifully that from here we learn a very 

important lesson. When one positions themself to do 

a mitzvah, eagerly awaiting the chance to fulfill it, 

this too is a state of being close to HaShem. The 

reason for this is because when we long to do the 

ratzon of HaShem, these yearnings bring us close to 

Him. So much so, that it is considered as if the entire 

time we are involved in a mitzvah. 

This explanation gives us insight into an otherwise 

obscure Midrash mentioned by Tosfos in Mesichta 

Brachos (40a): R’ Menachem was extremely careful to 

always have salt on the table (before washing for 

bread), as the Midrash writes that “when Klal Yisroel 

sits at the table and waits for each other while washing 

their hands, during which they cannot do any mitzvos, 

the Satan tries to speak against them; but the bris 

melach defends them”. 

The halacha is that even speaking divrei torah is 

forbidden after washing the hands for bread. In a 

scenario of a large family, the first person to have 

washed may wait quite some time before being able 

to speak Torah again (hence the custom of giving the 

children that talk the most the honour of washing 

first so that you can enjoy some peace and quiet). 

During that time, what is it that stops the Satan from 

pointing fingers at us as if to say that we are not dong 

mitzvos? It is the salt on the table that announces that 

just as its own 2500 years of waiting was considered 

“osek bimitzva”, and why? Because it had the 

karbanos lined up! Similarly the people at the table; 

because they are waiting to make the bracha of 

Hamotzi, and to answer amein, they have mitzvos 

lined up, effectively causing the Satan to have no 

claims.  

As it was with the bris melach of 2500 years ago, so it 

is today with Klal Yisroel. If we can set ourselves up 

in a way that we constantly have mitzvos “lined up 

and ready to go”, we are indeed creating a special 

connection with the Aibishter.  

 
Good Shaabos!  
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