
 

 

 

 

 

Even a small fire... 

In the weekly portion Vayakel Torah tells us how important it is to keep Shabbat.  Even building of Mishkan, 

the House of the King of Kings, is forbidden on Shabbat, as it says, “Do not light a fire in your houses on the 

Shabbat day” (Shmos 35:5). 

Holiness of Shabbat is so great, that G-d stopped creating the world for its sake. “And God completed on the 

seventh day His work that He did, and He abstained on the seventh day from all His work that He did” 

(Bereishis 2:2). 

If G-d finished all of His work, what was so unusual that He kept Shabbat?  Everything was finished already! 

Our Sages teach us that, in fact, not everything was created before Shabbat.  Fire was given to man after 

Shabbat.  (That’s why we light a candle during Havdalah when Shabbat finishes).  However, it is clearly written 

that G-f finished everything!  Also, why didn’t G-d created fire before Shabbat, since it seems to us that it is so 

insignificant compared to the rest of Creation? 

Fire was necessary for the first man, Adam, after he was exiled from Gan Eden.  But Shabbat came!  G-d did 

not create fire before Shabbat. He wanted to teach us that even though it doesn’t take Him a long time to 

create fire, when Shabbat comes, all work, however insignificant, like flipping a light switch, is forbidden! 

A Jew must know that Shabbos is a day, when all work is considered finished.  On this day we have to forget 

about all the problems which plague us every day of the week.  In this way, we can understand why Torah 

teaches us not to light a fire on Shabbos.  When we do what our Father in Heaven did and keep the holiness of 

Shabbat, it brings us closer to G-d. 

Wishing You All A Uplifting Shabbos! 
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