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  ‘Beside tranquil waters He leads me’ – 'על מי מנוחות ינהלני' 
When you manage a business, and think about even just a little of what 
happens in the business if must be a fool if you do not understand that you 
are not the manager but rather, the one who is managed as this story 
illustrates. 
A golden opportunity presented itself to me. A good worker came to me 
looking for work, I very much wanted to hire him but I did not have the 
heart to send home the worker that he would be replacing in spite of this 
worker not producing the output for the business. So that I not lose a good 
worker, I hired him and we made up that he would start on Sunday and I 
hoped to find some way to release the other working without causing him 
harm. I could not find a way to do this without hurting him and I thought to 
myself that worst case I would pay an additional salary but the main thing 
is that I not hurt a Jew. On Friday at 1:00 in the afternoon that worker 
called me and said that he found another job that is paying more than I can 
and he asked me to let him go. I gave my consent and I wished him luck in 
his new position. 
I was pleased and I thanked Hashem Who did the work for me without 
hurting a Jew. On Monday, the past employee called and said that in the 
end there was no new job offer and he wanted his old job back. Now I had 
the possibility to explain to him that I could not send the new employee 
who replaced him home since he left on his own… 
Baruch Hashem from then on, the business ran smoothly and calmly with 
the devoted and amazing new worker who did his job faithfully. With 
thanks to Hashem Who manages the entire world with His grace and with 
every detail for even the small businesses.           .פ.פ    

Who firms man’s footsteps –  מצעדי גברהמכין  
This was during the bus intifada 13 years ago. Something pushed me on 
that day to go to the shoe store to buy shoes even though I didn’t need 
shoes, but the insistence did not let up. I asked my oldest daughter to 
come with me, but she wanted to catch a bus. I did not leave the house 
and I repeatedly asked her to accompany me and she finally agreed only 
out of honoring one’s mother… 
At the door of the store I saw the little son of the seller in a burning car 
ready to faint – I yelled to the seller and he ran to the car, removed his 
small son, woke him and he slowly recovered from the heat where he had 
remained for a while. Only after the dust settled and everything calmed 
down from the scare the seller helped me find what I wanted despite 
having to hurry home. Ultimately, I left the store without buying anything 
as I truly did not need shoes. The hand of Hashgacha was the strange impulse to 
go, it became clear that beyond saving the toddler from the car with the Grace of 
Heaven my daughter was saved from the bus that she wanted to catch which 
exploded right by the shoe store at the intersection where he always parked his car.  

That evening the shoe salesman called to emotionally thank me and we 
figured out that I arrived at the store exactly when the bus passed his 
parked car.                                 .מ.ג                                                                                                                      
  מ.ג.

There should not be a mishap – שלא תצא תקלה 
What do they want from him? A group of people attacked 
him and they almost want to kill him and he just wants to 
delay them. Perhaps if he tells them to bring their valuable 
jewelry, they will think twice, however, not only did they 
not think twice, rather, they forcibly took their wives’ 
jewelry. He then tried to push them off until the next day, 
perhaps by then he will arrive and they will calm down, 
but this too did not help him. They arose early in the 
morning and they began to celebrate, then what did they 
want from him? Then did Aharon HaKohen make the 
Golden Calf? Was it not as Rashi explains, Aharon HaKohen 
threw the gold into the fire, into the melting pot, and the 
magicians of the Eirev Rav who came out of Egypt with 
them magically made the Golden Calf, then why did the 
Torah state that Aharon made the Golden Calf? 
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a tells about a Gadol who was invited 
one Shabbos to daven in one of the shuls in Yerushalayim 
and to say a few words. When they came to ‘Lecha Dodi’ a 
wealthy man who was also a guest there that Shabbos in 
Yerushalayim, and when he heard that the Rav would be in 
that shul he came to greet him. The wealthy man also 
wanted to ask an important question of the Rav and so he 
allowed himself to approach the Rav in the middle of 
‘Lecha Dodi’. The Rav greeted him warmly and answered 
his question with a brief answer, however, afterwards he 
thought that he had created a pitfall as all those davening 
in shul saw the Rav speak in the middle of Kabbalas 
Shabbos, and especially the young boys who see and 
absorb everything. Therefore, the Rav requested that all 
the boys that were in shul on Shabbos should gather after 
Shabbos and he would talk to them and at the gathering 
he explained the situation which was out of the ordinary 
and they should not learn from it that this is permissible 
and he went on giving words of encouragement to the 
boys. 
We must learn from this how careful we must be with 
everything that we say and all that we do, how everyone 
must be careful that no pitfall be caused because of them 
for even if there are good intentions it is still possible to 
set up a pitfall, and if a spark falls on cedar trees, if a 
Golden Calf can emerge through Aharon HaKohen, even 
though he did not do anything, still, the called is referred 
to as coming from him, (of course we are not speaking 
about Aharon who is Kodesh LaHashem – Holy to Hashem, 
we are just using a teaching point), how careful must we 
be, and think very carefully before every action and word 
that comes out of our mouths, and of course there is much 
to daven for, that no mishap should come about because 
of us!                                                   - Tiv HaTorah – Ki Sisa 

     



 

 

 השתדלות על פי התורה

The effort according to the Torah 
 

 
Behold, we read about the sin of the Golden Calf in out parsha, it 
is well known from seforim and authors that this topic is above 
our level of understanding, and we have a general rule that the 
incidents that are mentioned in the Torah are not as they seem. 
This topic in particular, as it is not possible for us to understand 
the depths of the words, how is it possible that a generation such 
as this one which saw great openly revealed revelations from the 
time they left Egypt until that very day could stumble with such a 
grave sin as this one? Rather, without a doubt these things are 
not simple. However, since the Torah is eternal, we are given 
permission to explain it according to our abilities only to learn 
from these incidents the actions that we must do. For ‘Torah is an 
expression of teaching’ ('הוראה''מלשון  'תורה) , and it teaches a 
person at all times, how to stand up to the Inclination as it 
presents itself at that particular time. 
For this reason we must understand why the Torah saw fit to 
relate this sin for the generations, for when we consider the 
simple meaning of the text we see the sin of avodah zarah 
(idolatry) from all viewpoints, for after the calf emerged they 
rebelled against the main belief in Hashem by saying (32:8)  אלה'

ך ישראל אשר העלוך מארץ מצרים'אלהי  – ‘These are your gods, O 
Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt’ and this even 
though they actually saw all the miracles and wonders, they still 
did not have the wherewithal to stand up at a time of challenge. 
They denigrated His honor without deriving any benefit rachmana 
litzlan, and since there is no disgrace greater than this it is fitting 
for us to understand the real purpose that the Torah wanted to 
tell us with this, as it is not feasible that the Torah wanted to 
point out the evil of our forefathers and their defamation for all 
future generations, this is not the way of the Torah, rather, it 
must be that the intent of the Torah is to teach something from 
this episode that relates to the generations as well. 
Perhaps the Torah wanted to reveal to a person that even if he is 
pious in his faith in Hashem Yisbarach he must still be careful 
regarding things that are in the category of avodah zarah 
(idolatry), for when the challenge of the sin of the Golden Calf 
happened the Children of Israel were at the highest spiritual level, 
this was after they received the Torah and they left the forty-nine 
gates of impurity and they entered the forty-ninth gate of 
holiness, and even so they stumbled with this bitter sin. All this 
when ordinarily they intended whatever they intended and the 
matter was very deep, [as we see that even Aharon HaKohen had 
difficulty stopping them from doing it, and he had no choice but 
to rely on subterfuge and he tried to delay the act until Moshe 
came back], nevertheless, the matter is simply categorized as 
avodah zarah. As a mental test this is categorized as straddling 
both sides of the fence, and similarly, it is appropriate for every 
person to know that even if he serves his Creator and all his 
actions are done according to the Torah, still, it is incumbent upon 
him to look deeply and consider if because of them he is not 
stumbling into the category of avodah zarah, for sometimes it 
seems to a person that he is doing something that according to 
the Torah he is acting properly but he does not pay attention that 
for some reason he adds on to the measure and this increase has 
a twofold result, it is categorized as doing extra but it also enters 
him into the category of avodah zarah rachmana litzlan, and in 
order to warn the person and to give him the ability to stand up to 
the grave mistake that fell into his portion the Torah saw fit to 
relate all this, so that he will rationalize a kal v’chomer in his 

heart that if the Generation of Knowledge which was at the loftiest 
spiritual level and literally saw that Hashem is the G-d, nevertheless, 
stumbled in their pitfall, then how much more so a lowly person who 
Yisbarach in His lofty abode is so distant from him and he is prone to 
err and do things which is not connected to the pure faith by even a 
hairsbreadth, and so that he does not come to this it is incumbent on 
him to return and review the topics of faith in order to implant faith 
deep in his heart, and through this he will be able to weigh his 
actions on the scales of faith, and to know if they are appropriate to 
do according to the influence of the Torah. 
One of the things that causes a person to err is the topic of effort, for 
behold the very effort is not contradictory to the topic of faith at all, 
and although HaKadosh Baruch Hu feeds and sustains everything, 
and that He would supply food to His creations without effort, 
nevertheless, the Celestial Supervision wanted a person to earn his 
bread through toil and effort, and since this is so, HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu incorporated this into the nature of the world, that a person 
should do some small thing to earn his bread. However, once a 
person has done what is incumbent on him he no longer has to do 
anything, for the very influence does not come about due to the 
strength of his actions, rather, from the generous hand of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, he just has to believe that it is the hand of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hum and once he has done that which is incumbent on him 
to do then HaKadosh Baruch Hu does His part and he earns his 
livelihood. Even if he sees that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is not providing 
him based on the effort he is exerting, it is prohibited for the person 
to increase his efforts in different ways for by doing this he reveals 
that he relies on the effort and not on the One Who chose the 
efforts. Rather, once he has determined the effort that would 
ordinarily be enough to provide for his livelihood then he is 
prohibited from exerting additional effort since he has already done 
that which is incumbent on him to do based on the initial effort, it is 
incumbent on him to free himself to do the service of his Creator 
and to anticipate the salvation from Hashem Yisbarach, and 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu will surely show him mercy and will provide his 
sustenance through His own means. 
However, for whatever reason the person does not pay attention 
and he increases the efforts more than the permitted amount, 
because he rationalizes to himself that since the initial effort did not 
bear fruit so due to his disappointment he is permitted to spend his 
day exerting more and more effort, but in reality these actions are 
considered to be in the category of avodah zarah, for he reveals 
through this that he does not believe in HaKadosh Baruch Hu that He 
is his Provider, rather he errs by thinking that it is his own actions 
that are providing food and sustenance. This person will not concede 
to the greatness of his wrongdoing, since the original effort is with 
the will of Hashem Yisbarach, and he does not consider that he has 
already fulfilled his obligation and since this is so, he immediately 
enters the environment of rebellion and heresy rachmana litzlan, 
and in order to hold back from this pitfall, it is incumbent on a 
person to instill faith in Hashem Yisbarach, and he must constantly 
review posukim and teachings of faith as Tzaddikim have explained 
that which is written (Tehillim 116:10) 'האמנתי כי אדבר' – ‘I have 
kept faith although I say’ for through the review of topics of faith we 
earn faith, and then with the increase of faith he will not come to 
stumble chas v’shalom, for the faith will guard him like a light unto 
his feet to know how much is his obligation and to nullify from him 
anything that might touch upon rebellion rachmana litzlan. 
Hasdhem Yisbarach should grant us His great illumination and in its 
merit we should merit the Celestial Guarding from all things that go 
against the pure faith. 
    
 


