
 

 

 

 

 

To let your anger on others… 
 

Weekly Torah portion Emor begins with “And Hashem said to Moshe: Speak to the 

kohanim, the sons of Aaron, and say to them: Let none [of you] defile himself for a 

dead person among his people” (Vaikra 21:1). 

Torah warns kohanim, priests, not to touch dead bodies, since they are forbidden to 

serve in the Temple while in the state of ritual impurity.  However, G-d calls all Jews 

“kohanim,” as it says, “And you shall be for me a kingdom of kohanim and a holy 

nation” (Shmot 19:6).  Therefore, directives in this week’s parsha refer to all of us. 

Rashi, one of the greatest commentators on the Torah, asks why Torah addresses 

kohanim twice.  And he answers: in order that they not simply know this law, but 

they should warn the big about the small.   

Let’s try to understand his words with the help of the following story… 

World War II annihilated millions of our people and broke the chain of tradition from 

rebbe to pupil.  Postwar years posed a threat to destroy those few, who survived, 

through spiritual annihilation, in the absence of Jewish education.  Among those 

who continued to fight for the survival of Jewish people was Bobover Rebbe.  During 

the war he was able to save hundreds of lives, often risking his own.  Now he 

channeled his activities at spiritual revival by opening Jewish schools to continue 

studying Torah. 

Running a yeshiva demanded enormous financial resources.  In America it was 

possible to get funds from the government if the curriculum included secular studies 

in English.  Such were rules in the Bobover yeshiva, as well. 

Students, however, were lax about secular studies, and their parents from Eastern 

Europe didn’t insist on it.  One of the classes decided to skip English studies in the 
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second half of the day.  Principal was very angry, because it could mean losing 

financial aid.  He ordered all students, one by one, to go to the office of Bobover 

rebbe to be rebuked. 

--You think that you did the right thing, - the rebbe told each student. – But really it 

was reckless behavior. You should know that existence of our yeshiva depends on 

your success in secular studies.  Such are the rules, and you must follow them.  For 

breaking the rules you deserve a punishment.  Come to me, I will give you a slap. 

The boy would approach the Rebbe on shaky legs, and the Rebbe would gently put 

his palm on the boy’s cheek. 

--This is your slap, - he would say. – I hope you learned your lesson. 

The boys learned that lesson, but also understood that no matter how much trouble 

someone could cause you, you should always maintain your calm and not get angry. 

The holy Zohar explains that when a person gets angry, it is as if he loses his soul.  

And a person without his soul is dead, and, therefore, spiritually impure.  “To warn 

the big about the small” means to warn us, adults, big people, who carry the 

responsibility to fulfill the commandments, not to become “ritually impure”.  Our 

evil inclination wants to make us angry from small things, and as a result anger 

becomes part of our nature.  G-d detests angry people and doesn’t accept their 

service.  We have to work on ourselves not to become angry under any 

circumstances. 

Wishing You All A  Uplifting Shabbos! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 
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