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Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Bamidbar 5777 

1 – Topic – Not Counting the Leviim 

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Bamidbar and the upcoming Chag of Kabbalas Hatorah. In Parshas 

Bamidbar we have the command in Posuk 49 ( ִוי לֹא ִתְפֹקד-ַאְך ֶאת ה לֵּ ַמטֵּ ). That Sheivet Levi should not be 

counted. Everyone knows that the Leviim were not counted among Klal Yisrael. However, what is highly 

unusual is that the Torah seems to belabor the point. That is the Torah seems to mention it repeatedly many 

times even in this Perek. In Posuk 47 ( ה ֲאֹבָתם, ְוַהְלִוִים  ְבתֹוָכם, לֹא ָהְתָפְקדּו--ְלַמטֵּ ). The Leviim were not counted 

among the Shevatim. That is how the counting of the Shevatim ends. Of course they weren’t counted as 

there is a Lav ( ִוי לֹא ִתפְ -ַאְך ֶאת ה לֵּ ֹקדַמטֵּ ). Why is it repeated again? It seems to be stressed ( רֹאָשם לֹא ִתָשא-ְוֶאת ). 

Don’t count them and don’t count their heads ( ל, ְבתֹוְך י ִיְשָראֵּ ְבנֵּ ) among the Jewish people. Why is it 

mentioned again later in Perek 2:33, it is mentioned yet again the obligation ( י , לֹא ָהְתָפְקדּו--ְוַהְלִוִים   ְבתֹוְך ְבנֵּ

ל ֹמֶשה-ֶאת, ַכֲאֶשר ִצָּוה ְירָור  :ִיְשָראֵּ ). Of course, everything that Hashem commanded Moshe Klal Yisrael didn’t 

do. As we learn Sefer Yehoshua we couldn’t help but notice that consistently there is a mention of the 

separation of Sheivet Levi from Klal Yisrael. Hadevarim Tzrichim Biur. Is there such a big Yeitzer Hora 

to count Leviim that the Torah has to warn again and again not to count Leviim? 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz in the Sichos Mussar 5733 Sicha 13 talks about this. He explains that the idea that 

the Leviim are not counted into Klal Yisrael is as Rashi says in 1:49 (גזירה על כל הנמנין). This is because 

everyone that is counted will be included in the Gezaira against Klal Yisrael after the Maiseh Hamiraglim 

and (אמר אל יהיו בכלל, לפי שהם שלי). These should not be included. What does it mean that they shouldn’t be 

included? They didn’t sin so of course they are not included? 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz explains based on the theme that we have mentioned numerous times. That is that 

we have a rule that there is a rule of the Din Hak’lali and a Din Hap’rati. There is a Din on the Tzibbur and 

there is a Din on the individual. When there is a Din on the Tzibbur everybody is included. Tzidkos 

Hatzaddik Lo Satzileinu MiYom Zam. The fact that someone is a Tzaddik doesn’t rescue him when there 

is a Holocaust Chalila. When there is a war, then Tzaddikim die along with Reshaim. 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz brings a Raya because Yair Ben Menashe did not die in the Midbar and he went 

into Eretz Yisrael. The Gemara in Bava Basra on 121b says why didn’t Yair Ben Menashe die in the 

Midbar? Because he was older than 60 at the time of the Cheit Hamiraglim and the Gezaira was only on 

those who are between 20 and 60. It seems clear that had he been between 20 and 60 years old he would 

have died because of the Cheit of the Meraglim, however, Yair Ben Menashe was a Tzaddik Gamur why 

would he have died? The answer is Tzidkos Hatzaddik Lo Satzilenu MiYom Zam. There is a Din Hak’lali 

if you are part of the Tzibbur you are included in the Din Hak’lali. That is the rule.  

I think that there is another place where this can be applied and that is by Avraham Avinu and Sedom. 

Avraham Avinu says as is found in Beraishis 18:32 ( , אּוַלי ִיָמְצאּון ָשם--ַהַפַעם-ַוֲאַדְבָרה ַאְך, ירָנא ִיַחר ַלאדֹ -ַויֹאֶמר ַאל

ַבֲעבּור ָהֲעָשָרה, ַויֹאֶמר לֹא ַאְשִחית; ֲעָשָרה ) will you kill them, ( ָרָשע-ַצִדיק ִעם, ַהַאף ִתְסֶפה ) will you kill the Tzaddikim 

with the Reshaim? What does that help? Avraham Avinu is going to save 10 people, how does that save 
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Sedom? If there are 2 Tzaddikim in the city ( ָרָשע-ַצִדיק ִעם, ַהַאף ִתְסֶפה ) Hashem will save the 2. What is the 

Kavana of Avraham Avinu to save the 10 Tzaddikim?  

The answer is no. There is a Din Hak’lali on the Tzibbur. If Sedom has to be destroyed the Tzaddikim get 

destroyed as well and if there are less than 10 they will all be killed. However, if there are 10 it should save 

the Tzibbur, it should save the Din Hak’lali. This is the rule.  

Mimeila, we understand that it is not just that Leviim are not counted. Every time the Tzibbur of Klal 

Yisrael is mentioned as a whole it is immediately mentioned that Sheivet Levi has a Din of a Sheivet onto 

itself, a higher Sheivet. Sheivet Levi (לֹא ָהְתָפְקדּו) is not counted. It is the reminder continuously that Sheivet 

Levi is not part of the Tzibbur of Klal Yisrael and doesn’t fall prey to the Din Hak’lali of Klal Yisrael.  

When the Aseres Hashvatim went to Galus the Leviim who were in the cities of the Aseres Hashvatim did 

not. They are not included in the Din Hak’lali of Klal Yisrael. That is why when Eretz Yisrael is divided 

the Posuk constantly mentions that Leviim are not included. So it is not just a Mitzvah not to count Leviim 

it is a permanent separation of the Leviim from the rest of Klal Yisrael in this regard.  

2 – Topic – Anticipation for Kabbalas Hatorah 

Let’s move on to a pre-Shavuos thought. We find that when Klal Yisrael comes to Har Sinai that the Posuk 

says in Shemos 19:1 ( את ְבנֵּי, ַהְשִליִשי, ַבֹחֶדש ל-ְלצֵּ ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים, ִיְשָראֵּ ָבאּו ִמְדַבר ִסיָני, ַביֹום ַהֶזה--מֵּ ). In the third month 

on Rosh Chodesh Sivan ( ָבאּו ִמְדַבר ִסיָני, ַביֹום ַהֶזה ). Rashi says ( אש חודש. לא היה צריך לכתוב אלא ביום ההואבר ). The 

correct Hebrew is that on that day they came not on this day they came. Rashi says ( מהו ביום הזה, שיהיו דברי

 .That Yom Hazeh, it should be every day as if the Torah was given on this today .(תורה חדשים עליך כאלו נתנו

That is what Rashi says and we all know this. It is a well-known Chazal.   

In the Ohr Gedalyahu on Parshas Bamidbar on page 98 there is a beautiful Maimar of preparation for Mattan 

Torah. Rav Schorr makes the point that Kabbalas Hatorah was on either the 6th or 7th day of Sivan (it is a 

dispute which day it actually was). This Posuk is ( י, ַהְשִליִשי, ַבֹחֶדש  את ְבנֵּ ל-ְלצֵּ ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים, ִיְשָראֵּ ָבאּו , ַביֹום ַהֶזה--מֵּ

ביום הזה, שיהיו דברי תורה חדשים ) .They arrived in Midbar Sinai and it was Rosh Chodesh Sivan .(ִמְדַבר ִסיָני

 The Torah was not given on Rosh Chodesh Sivan. The Torah was given on the 6th or 7th day .(עליך כאלו נתנו

of Sivan. (ַביֹום ַהֶזה) should say on the day of Mattan Torah ( ברי תורה חדשים עליך כאלו נתנושיהיו ד ). It is in the 

wrong place. 

Enfert Rav Schorr, the Chadashim B’ainecha is not on Kabbalas Hatorah it is on the Hachana of Kabbalas 

Hatorah. It is on the anticipation, the preparation, the Hachana of Kabbalas Hatorah. That has to be 

B’einecha K’ilu Hayom Nitnu. Of course the Mitzvos Hatorah, the Limud Hatorah, we have done it. 

Someone who has done Daf Yomi might have done it for 7, 14, 21, 28, 35 or 42 years. It comes again. The 

anticipation should be K’ilu Chadashim. When Mattan Torah comes, when Shavuos comes, there should 

be an excitement for Kabbalas Hatorah.  

There is an important point. The Sheloshes Yemai Hag’balah did not start on Rosh Chodesh. The days of 

preparation of Perishus of Hag’balah that is later. Rav Schorr is referring to the Rosh Chodesh Sivan, the 

anticipation ahead of time for Kabbalas Hatorah.  

A person who looks forward to something, thereby gives Chashivus to the thing that they are looking 

forward to. The entire Hatzlacha of the upcoming Shavuos being meaningful as being a day of rededication 

to Torah depends on today, tonight and tomorrow Rosh Chodesh Sivan. It depends on whether you are 

willing to take the moment of anticipation, a moment to think about what this time of the year is all about.  
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Rav Yosef said the Yom Tov of Shavuos is a special day for him as it says in Pesachim 68b (11 lines from 

the bottom) (רב יוסף ביומא דעצרתא אמר עבדי לי עגלא תלתא אמר אי לא האי יומא דקא גרים כמה יוסף איכא בשוקא). 

If not for today, if not for Mattan Torah there are a lot of guys floating around the streets. It is Kabbalas 

Hatorah which makes us special. Therefore, there has to be an anticipation, it doesn’t come by itself, 

certainly not in America. It comes only with effort to anticipate the upcoming Chag Hashavuos.  

On Pesach I mentioned to you that the Arizal says that Klal Yisrael if they had delayed they would have 

fallen into the 49th Shaar Hatumah and at that time we explained had they delayed what was the problem as 

they weren’t Ovdei Avodah Zora on the night of Makkas Bechoros. Had they waited one more day, big 

deal, they weren’t wallowing in Tumah.  

The answer is no. Had they not been excited to run right out of Mitzrayim, that lack of enthusiasm of 

excitement of opportunity they would have fallen into the 49th Shaar Hatumah. The same thing with us. It 

comes the Yom Chag Hashavuos, there has to be anticipation and excitement a preparation for Kabbalas 

Hatorah.   

I am sure that tonight’s Mishmar we are going to have to add benches, and we will have to add chairs. How 

many people on Rosh Chodesh Sivan say to themselves Mattan Torah is coming, this night I have to put in 

extra effort in anticipation. I am sure that there will be many.  

3 – Topic – Question on Megillas Rus 

Let me end with a question regarding Megillas Rus. Part of my anticipation for the Chag is the fact that I 

have the Zechus to give a Shiur on the night of Shavuos for a number of hours and the best thing it does for 

me is that it gives me this anticipation and learning Megillas Rus for a full steam ahead. We are going to 

be learning the beginning of Perek 2 IY”H. I want to tell you the question I was thinking about. 

The question is Rus comes to Eretz Yisrael and she goes and she collects Leket. (Why not Shichah and 

Pei’a you will have to wait until Shavuos). Anyway she goes and collects Leket. Why wasn’t she Tovai’a 

her Kesuba. She had a right to a Kesuba. Her husband owned land in Eretz Yisrael and she had a right to 

collect from that land, Kesuba money. You will say that maybe the land had already been sold. Rashi brings 

later in Perek Daled when Tov is said to be a Goel. You can learn the Posuk that it was already sold and 

they have to redeem it from the buyer. Rashi says no. it has to be sold. But the point is there is a field 

Meshubad to her Kesubah. What right does she have to collect Leket, Shichah and Pei’a when she has a 

Kesuba coming?  

We can answer, that at that time there were many who held that a Moavis was not allowed to marry a Jew. 

A Moavis (a Giores) is not allowed to marry into Klal Yisrael. Since it was a forbidden marriage, so there 

are no Chiyuvai Kesuba. But here Rus will say what do you mean, my husband had a Psak that it is Muttar 

and I am owed a Kesuba. The Yorshim who now have the field will say no, we hold that you are not allowed 

to marry. We have an argument.  

What is the Din, Hamotzi Maichaveiro Alav Haraya. Here we come to a Lomdishe Shaila. Who is the 

Motzi? Do we say that Rus is the Hamotzi Maichaveiro Alav Haraya because she is trying to take the field 

or do we say that Rus is the Muchzak, she has the Kesuba. They are trying to invalidate the Kesuba. Who 

is the Muchzak? 

What do you know, today we learned a Rashba in Maseches Gittin 78a on the Mishnah, who says that that 

is a Kler is the Sugyos Hamishnayos there who is the Muchzak the holder of the Shtar or the holder of the 

cash. That is exciting. Exciting Lomdeshe Nidon which is perfect for Shavuos by night. Put together 

something on this and send it to me so that I will have what to explain.  
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With these absolutely wonderful thoughts, I take leave of you for the moment. Wishing everyone a 

wonderful Shabbos in anticipation of Shavuos, Rosh Chodesh Sivan. In anticipation. Looking forward to a 

Kabbalas Hatorah that is meaningful and has lasting effects. A Gutten to one and all! 

  

 

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar 5776 
  

Today we prepare for Parshas Bamidbar and Mattan Torah. I would like to share with you a Vort related to 

the Parsha, related to the Yom Tov, and a Vort that combines them. 

  

1. First the Vort on the Parsha. As you know, Eretz Yisrael was Nischaleik to the Yotzei Mitzrayim and 

that is the counting of the Parsha this week. We find in the Torah that there are two things that are given as 

a Yerusha to Klal Yisrael. As it says in Devarim 33:4 ( מֹוָרָשה, ְקִהַלת ַיֲעֹקב  ָלנּו, ֹמֶשה:-תֹוָרה ִצָּוה ). Torah is 

described as a Yerusha to Klal Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael is repeatedly described as a Yerusha to Klal Yisrael 

as is found in Vayikra 25:46 (יֶכם  as a Yerusha. Yet in the history of Klal Yisrael ,(ְוִהְתַנַחְלֶתם ֹאָתם ִלְבנֵּיֶכם ַאֲחרֵּ

there is a very big difference, the Yerusha of Torah applies to every generation. To all those who want, we 

raise our children, Torah is the fundamental of our lives. The other Yerusha, Eretz Yisrael, is something 

which very few Jews over the history of Klal Yisrael have had access to. Very few Yidden in a Mi'ut of the 

years of the existence of Klal Yisrael have been in Eretz Yisrael. 

  

What is the difference between the two? I saw a Vort I believe from Rav Meir Shapiro and he says the 

following. He says everything depends on how you are Mekabeil something. When Klal Yisrael got the 

Torah, we said Naaseh V'nishmah and we didn't Shmek it to see if it is good or it is not good, we were 

Mekabeil. 

  

When it came to Eretz Yisrael, Klal Yisrael sent Miraglim, we went to see as it says in Bamidbar 14:7 ( טֹוָבה

 But that is already a Psul. It is a Psul when you Shmek something out to find out if it is good .(ָהָאֶרץ, ְמֹאד ְמֹאד

or if it is not good, and there it has no Kiyum. 

  

Torah is a true Yerusha, you take what you get. You Yarshun whatever you Yarshun from your Avos. On 

the other hand, Eretz Yisrael we didn't accept as a Yerusha. We went to decide if it is good enough for us. 

So Eretz Yisrael said ok, I will decide if you are good enough for me as well. A basic difference. 

  

The Mussar Shebo is that it is this way with Shidduchim too. When it comes to Shidduchim that is the way 

it is. You look into a Shidduch when it is proposed, you Shmek it if it is good enough. Some people have 

very strict standards. They are very into Shemkking Ois if a Shidduch is good enough for them. When that 

happens it is like Eretz Yisrael. It seems out of balance. It is not a real Kabbalah. By the time someone 

walks to the Chuppah it has to be a Yerusha, it has to be like Torah. It has to be sort of a Naaseh V'nishma. 

It is a different Kabbalah. How you are Mekabeil something, if you Shmek it out then the Kabbalah is a 

different Kabbalah. If you are Mekabeil it B'saiver Panim Yafos then it is also a different Kabbalah. Then 

it is Kabbalah that has a Kiyum. A beautiful insight. 

  

2. The next topic is a Yom Tov topic. I had seen in the name of the Steipler I believe in the Orchos Rabbeinu 

where he said that Yom Tov Sheini Shel Galus has a Mayla over Yom Tov Rishon. It is not more Kadosh 

as Yom Rishon is D'oraissa but Yom Tov Sheini has a Mayla. What is the Mayla? On Yom Tov Rishon 

Yeshayahu Hanavi writes in the Perek Chazon Yeshayahu in the first Perek of Yeshaya 1:14 ( יֶכם ָחְדשֵּ

יֶכם ָשְנָאה ַנְפִשי  At some point the Borei Olam said that I am fed up with the way you treat the Yom .(ּומֹוֲעדֵּ

Tov. The Steipler said that is true about Yom Tov Rishon which existed in the time of the Bais Hamikdash 

but about Yom Tov Sheini the Ribbono Shel Olam never said (יֶכם ָשְנָאה ַנְפִשי יֶכם ּומֹוֲעדֵּ  So Yom Tov .(ָחְדשֵּ
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Sheini has a Mayla. When I heard this it sounded like a very strange Vort. A very strange thought that Yom 

Tov Sheini has a Mayla? Then I saw that it is actually a Gemara. 

  

The Gemara in Maseches Shabbos 145b (22 lines from the top) says that ( רבי יוחנן וקא מנמנם ויתיב ). Rav 

Yochanan took a nap and he overheard his Talmidim talking. Rav Yochanan lived in Eretz Yisrael. The 

Talmidim said (מפני מה מועדים שבבבל שמחים). Why do the Jews in Bavel celebrate Yom Tov better? Rav 

Yochanan woke up and answered them Mamesh these words, this idea. He said because Yom Tov Rishon 

the Ribbono Shel Olam said (חדשיכם ומועדיכם שנאה נפשי). So there is a Mekor for it. But still, it needs a 

Hesber, how can Yom Tov Sheini have a Mayla over Yom Tov Rishon? 

  

There is an old Klal that I mentioned many places in Chumash, that to show Ahavah it is not enough to do 

what you have to do. When someone does what he has to do that just shows that he is Ehrlich, that he is a 

Frum person. He does what he has to do. Ahavah comes when you do something extra, do something more, 

something you are not obligated to do. 

  

There are many times when there is a Shidduch that a Kallah is more excited about a card she got or a 

trinket she got then a diamond ring that costs so much. A diamond ring you have to do, the other thing that 

you don't have to do that shows Ahavah. When someone comes out of his way and does, that really shows 

Ahavah.  

  

Think about Yom Tov Sheini, how did it start? The Yidden went to Galus and it came to Yom Tov and the 

Yidden had to decide what to do. They really could have relied on Rov Shanim (most years) that Adar is 

Choser and Elul is Choser. The Gemara says that in most years these months from the time of Ezra and 

onward, we haven't found that those months are a day longer. 

  

Klal Yisrael Klered what should they do, should we rely on a Heter and have one day Yom Tov? They were 

Mekabeil to do two days Yom Tov. It was a Kabbalah Mai'ahavah Mitoch Galus. So Farkert that is the idea. 

A Yom Tov Sheini that has an extra Mayla that it came B'ahava, that has an extra Mayla. ( מועדים שבבבל

 .There is an extra dimension when someone does something extra .(שמחים

  

Somebody once added to this, we find that the Torah tells us that Leah was a (ְשנּוָאה) to Yaakov. We know 

that Yaakov Avinu B'madreigaso, it is not talking about (ְשנּוָאה) like ordinary people talk. But still why does 

the Torah talk that way, it must be a lesson. The lesson is this Nikuda. When a person develops Ahavah it 

is what he chooses. When he chooses to do something and he is not forced on it, he doesn't have to do, that 

shows Ahavah.  

  

Yaakov Avinu chose Rachel, there was an Ahavah. By Leah he didn't choose Leah, Leah was forced on 

him. The lesson from the Torah is that when a person wants to show Ahavah it comes from using his Tam 

Bechirah. To do something extra to do something more that is what we care about. Think for a minute, do 

something extra, do something more, show them appreciation, that develops Ahavah.  

  

3. My third Vort for the day is one of my favorites. Every Rav needs a Vort for emergencies. The Vort that 

I am going to share with you is a good Vort to have up your sleeve. It is good for weddings, it is good for 

Bar Mitzvahs, and it is good for Parshas Bamidbar. 

  

In this week's Haftorah we have the Posuk as is found in Hoshea 2:21 (ַרְשִתיְך ִלי, ְלעֹוָלם  It talks about .(ְואֵּ

marriage so it is good for marriage, it is a Posuk that we say when we put on our Tefillin so it is good for 

Bar Mitzvahs. It is a beautiful Sfas Emes. 

  

( ַרְשִתיְך ִלי, לְ  עֹוָלםְואֵּ ) Freigt the Sfas Emes, Eirusin is the equivalent of being engaged. It is the first step in 

marriage. After Eirusin a Kallah still lives in her father's house. Nisuin is when she moves into her husband's 
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house. So what is ( ַרְשִתיְך ִלי, ְלעֹו ָלםְואֵּ )? The engagement should be forever? No plans for marriage? It is a 

very strange Shidduch. The Chosson says let's just be engaged forever. (ַרְשִתיְך ִלי, ְלעֹוָלם  ?what is Pshat ,(ְואֵּ

  

Zagt the Sfas Emes, Geshmak. When a person gets engaged there is a newness, there is a certain excitement. 

There is a certain care in the way you talk to each other. Thinking into how you deal with each other. There 

is something special and the newness of an engagement. (ַרְשִתיְך ִלי, ְלעֹוָלם  Zagt the Sfas Emes, it doesn't (ְואֵּ

mean that forever will be an Eirusin, we will get to Nisuin. But the Hergish of Eirusin, the feeling of Eirusin, 

that should stay forever. The same thing is true for every Bar Mitzvah boy that starts putting on Tefillin 

that is excited or a married couple, always so. 

  

There is a similar Vort like this in the Sfas Emes too but I am not sure. On the Posuk in Tehillim Kapittal 

) In it we ask the Ribbono Shel Olam that we should be Zoche always .(ְלָדִוד: ְידָוד, אֹוִרי ְוִיְשִעי) 27 יתִשְבִתי בְ  -בֵּ

י ַחַיי-ְיהָוה, ָכל ְימֵּ ) to sit in Hashem's house (ר יָכלֹו(. )ְלַבקֵּ ר ְבהֵּ  is to visit like Bikur Cholim. There are some (ּוְלַבקֵּ

people like that (יָכלֹו ר ְבהֵּ ) .they visit a Shul once in a while ,(ְּלַבקֵּ ית י -ְיהָוה, ָכל-ִשְבִתי ְבבֵּ ַחַייְימֵּ ) and then (ר  (ְלַבקֵּ

to visit? 

  

Zagt the Sfas Emes the same Vort. (ר  ,when someone comes the first time, there is a certain excitement (ְלַבקֵּ

a joy. Someone who is a tourist and he is visiting the city, he is (ר  .he looks with eyes wide open in awe (ְלַבקֵּ

יָכלֹו) ר ְבהֵּ  we hope that we should always be able to have that sense of coming there with excitement (ְלַבקֵּ

like the first time (יָכלֹו ר ְבהֵּ  .(ְלַבקֵּ

  

Every year when it comes to Shavuos we try once again to have the original excitement of Mattan Torah. 

The whole idea of staying up Shavuos by night is really to have that sense of excitement which Klal Yisrael 

should have had at the first Mattan Torah. A sense of excitement of what is coming and what is going to 

be. It is hard to stay up, some people question if it is Kedai. It is Kedai to make the statement of excitement 

of what is coming. You don't have to stay up, it is something people do because they want to. They want to 

show the Ahavah to the Borei Olam. They want to show the sense of looking forward and excitement to 

Mattan Torah. 

  

I come to Shul Shavuos afternoon. Who is in Shul? Those who stayed up they are in Shul Shavuos 

afternoon. Those who slept Shavuos by night because it is not worth it, they are not in Shul Shavuos by 

day. The excitement towards Mattan Torah is what makes it very special. 

  

Last year, Shabbos was Erev Shavuos and Shabbos afternoon people take a nap. It makes it easy to stay up 

Shavuos by night. When people run home from work it is difficult. Last year, when Shabbos was Erev 

Shavuos there was something extra about the Shavuos by night staying up, the learning, the listening to 

Shiurim. Since it was so Geshmak we arranged for it again this year where Shabbos is Erev Shavuos and 

the Menucha of Shabbos has its own Oneg Shabbos but Mimeila it is a Hachana. 

  

Don't be fooled by laziness. Put in your effort to prepare, set up Chavrusos. Set up a schedule. Don't learn 

with one Chavrusa for 4 hours. Don't even go to my Shiur for 4 and a half hours. Who can listen to me for 

4 and a half hours straight. Listen to a Shiur for an hour, learn with a Chavrusa for an hour. Learn something 

else. 

  

I encourage people to learn Chaggai. Chaggai if you don't know is one of the Trei Asar. The Hakhel Shiurim 

I am giving this year will be on Chaggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Some people accepted that they would 

learn Chaggai as Chaggai is a very short Navi. It is in Trei Asar. 

  

Wouldn't it be nice if L'achar Meah V'esrim you would be Zoche to meet Chaggai and Chaggai would ask 

you, "Did you read my book?" People will say no I didn't have time. You didn't have time, but it is so short? 

You will say of course I did. I got the Mussar Shebo. 
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I encourage you to read the Malbim's Hakdamah to Chaggai, Zechariah, and Malachi which sets the tone 

for the whole Sefer. Chaggai with the Malbim, what could be a better preparation for Mattan Torah. With 

this I wish everybody a Good Shabbos, A Good Yom, a meaningful Kabbalas Hatorah IY"H as we prepare 

for the coming summer. 

 

  

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar - Shavuos 5775 
  

1. Let me start with Mattan Torah. Regarding Mattan Torah the Gemara says in Maseches Nedarim 38a (9 

lines from the top) (לא ניתנה תורה אלא למשה ולזרעו) the Torah was given to Moshe Rabbeinu and to his 

children and the Gemara says (משה נהג בה טובת עין ונתנה לישראל) that Moshe was kind and he shared it with 

Klal Yisrael. The Gemara says that can't be, of course the Torah was given over to the whole Klal Yisrael. 

The Gemara says that the power of Pilpul Torah was given over to Moshe and his descendants and ( משה

  .(נהג בה טובת עין ונתנה לישראל

  

Rav Pam had an incredible insight into this Gemara. Of course Pilpul was going to go to Klal Yisrael. The 

Kiyum of Torah is through Pilpul. After all, after Moshe Rabbeinu passed away and Mitzvos were forgotten 

from Klal Yisrael it says (in Maseches Temurah 16a first wide line) Asniel Ben K'naz through Pilpul those 

forgotten Mitzvos came back (החזירן עתניאל בן קנז מתוך פלפולו). Why then do it in such a strange way, give it 

to Moshe Rabbeinu to give it to Klal Yisrael voluntarily. Rav Pam explained that that is the way Torah 

always has to be passed on from a Rebbi to a Talmid, with Tovas Ayin. The way HKB"H gave it to Moshe 

Rabbeinu telling him it is yours and give it to the ones you love and Moshe Rabbeinu gave it to Klal Yisrael 

with Tovas Ayin was the original example of a Rebbi to Talmid relationship. That (נהג בה טובת עין) is the 

only way Torah has a Kiyum B'chol Dor V'dor from Moshe Rabbeinu, the Rebbi of every generation has 

to give it with great joy and with great Simcha. 

  

Rav Pam would quote the Chasam Sofer from the beginning of Parshas Chukas. It says that the reason for 

Parah Adumah was known to Moshe Rabbeinu but Moshe Rabbeinu was forbidden from giving it on to the 

rest of Klal Yisrael. The Chasam Sofer explaining one of the Divrei Chazal says that Moshe Rabbeinu had 

Tzar on not being able to share the reason for the Parah Adumah to Klal Yisrael. To the degree that Moshe 

Rabbeinu said Halevai I wish I didn't know the reason. The pain of knowing the reason and not being able 

to teach it is so great that it overrides the Simcha I have in knowing the reason. That is the Middah of Moshe 

Rabbeinu a Middah of Moshe Rabbeinu being Noheig Tovas Ayin with Klal Yisrael with looking at Klal 

Yisrael with such a beautiful eye. 

  

To add to this, Rav Huter once said and this is something I once heard on a recording that it says by Maaseh 

Beraishis as is found in Beraishis 1:31 ( טֹוב ְמֹאד-ֲאֶשר ָעָשה, ְוִהנֵּה-ָכל-ַוַיְרא ֱאֹלרים ֶאת ). After every step of creation 

HKB"H saw what he did and declared it to be either Tov or Tov Meod. Rav Hutner explained that the 

creation gives a Metzios, gives an existence to things. The ( טֹוב ְמֹאד-ַוַיְרא ְוִהנֵּה ) gives it the ability to continue. 

In other words, HKB"H put into the Briya that while things could exist, for them to continue and have a 

success they need a good eye, they need someone to look at it with a good eye. Just as HKB"H said ( ַוַיְרא

טֹוב ְמֹאד-ִהנֵּהֲאֶשר ָעָשה, וְ -ָכל-ֱאֹלרים ֶאת ). A thinking person will realize that it is that way. Nothing is successful 

unless there is someone there who looks at it with a good eye. Not in business, not in sports, not in any area 

of success. If a person looks at it with an optimistic eye then it has success. 

  

Getting back to Rav Pam's Vort. (נהג בה טובת עין ונתנה לישראל). Torah is very much that way. It is not a study, 

it is not a textbook, it is something that is given over on a personal level with an Ahavah. The Kiyum of 

Torah is through that ( טֹוב ְמֹאד-ֲאֶשר ָעָשה, ְוִהנֵּה-ָכל-ַוַיְרא ֱאֹלרים ֶאת ). The Kiyum is with a feeling of Tov Meod. 
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I believe that Rav Pam once added that Moshe Rabbeinu went up at Milchemes Amaleik to the top of the 

mountain to look down at Klal Yisrael and he did so as it says in the Ramban 17:9 ( ועלה שם כדי שיראה את

וישים ) as they are doing battle (הנלחמים) He should see Klal Yisrael .(ישראל הנלחמים וישים עינו עליהם לטובה

 ,Why? Rav Pam explained along those lines. Moshe Rabbeinu's Middah as a Rebbi, as a Manhig .(עינו עליהם

as a leader was to look and see with a Tovas Ayin. What an incredible lesson. Besides the teachings, besides 

the facts that Moshe Rabbeinu taught, besides the Mussar that he taught, he gave Klal Yisrael an Ayin Tov. 

The Gemara says Nedarim 38a (12 lines from the top) regarding Moshe Rabbeinu ( ועליו הכתוב אומר טוב עין

 .That the Tov Ayin is the one who can give a blessing. This is a thought for Kabbalas Hatorah .(הוא יבורך

  

2. A thought on Parshas Bamidbar. Parshas Bamidbar is called Numbers because after all, Parshas 

Bamidbar has the fewest new Mitzvos and Parshas Bamidbar is as the Ramban says in his introduction rules 

of things that took place under Moshe Rabbeinu's leadership in the Midbar. In the beginning of Bamidbar 

Moshe Rabbeinu is commanded to count Klal Yisrael. A thinking person will notice immediately that it is 

very strange. As is found in 1:3 (ִתְפְקדּו ֹאָתם ְלִצְבֹאָתם, ַאָתה ְוַאֲהֹרן) and then 1:4 ( ִאיש --ְוִאְתֶכם ִיְהיּו, ִאיש ִאיש ַלַמֶטה

ית ֲאֹבָתיו, הּוא-רֹאש ְלבֵּ ). I would have thought that Moshe Rabbeinu is commanded to take a census so he 

organized workers and sent them out to each section, to each place to count. When the United States has a 

census, the president doesn't go out to count anybody. Everything is delegated. Not so with Moshe and 

Aaron here. This is because the Posuk says ( ה ְוַאֲהֹרןִתְפְקדּו ֹאָתם ְלִצְבֹאָתם, ַאתָ  ) and (ְוִאְתֶכם ִיְהיּו, ִאיש ִאיש ַלַמֶטה). It 

is clear that they are limited to getting the help of 12 people, the head of every Sheivet. So too it says at the 

end of the counting in Posuk 44 ( ֶלה ַהְפֻקִדים ֲאֶשר ָפַקד ֹמֶשה ְואַ  לאֵּ י ִיְשָראֵּ ֲהֹרן, ּוְנִשיאֵּ ). They counted and they didn't 

delegate it to others. Halo Davar Hu! Why should they have to go through the Tircha of counting so many 

people, it was an incredibly big job? 

  

Later when Sheivet Levi is counted twice, once Miben Chodesh and once Miben Shloshim there it says as 

is found in 3:16 ( ִפי ְירָור, ַכֲאֶשר, ֻצָּוה-ַוִיְפֹקד ֹאָתם ֹמֶשה, ַעל ). Moshe Rabbeinu personally counted Klal Yisrael. 

There it sounds like even Aaron and the Nesiim were not included. Halo Davar Hu! Incredible! 

  

When the Bechorim are counted they are counted by Moshe Rabbeinu alone. Why? In Shmuel II when 

Dovid decides to count Klal Yisrael he doesn't do it personally he sends out members of the army to do the 

counting. It needs an explanation. 

  

The answer lies in the first Vort that was mentioned this week. Moshe Rabbeinu's Koach as a Rebbi, as a 

Manhig was a Tovas Ayin. Was to look at Klal Yisrael with an Ahava and connect to them, to have an 

influence on them. HKB"H said Moshe Rabbeinu you Aaron and the Nesiim, you who have this power as 

teachers of Klal Yisrael go to every home and knock on every door, see to it that there is this personal 

connection, this Tovas Ayin. The Tovas Ayin which brings Beracha, the Tovas Ayin which opens up a 

heart to the learning of Torah. It is the connection of a Rebbi to a Talmid which is very often the motivating 

factor, that which gets it going. 

  

What a beautiful idea. If at Mattan Torah we are taught that Moshe Rabbeinu's Tovas Ayin is what allowed 

the Torah to be taught successfully, then in Parshas Bamidbar we understand that Moshe had to go himself 

to the Leviim and to the Bechorim, those who would teach Klal Yisrael, and to the rest of Klal Yisrael 

Moshe with Aaron and the Nesiim to do it personally, to have that sense that feeling of Tovas Ayin. What 

a beautiful thought.  

  

3. Let me share with you a story with a little Mussar that I heard regarding the Chag Hashavuos in Eretz 

Yisrael. Rav Pinchas Chaim Sheinberg had the custom of staying up in his Yeshiva, Torah Ohr on Shavuos 

night and then accompanying the boys of his Yeshiva and walking to the Kosel to Daven Vasikin. As many 

of you know, it is quite a long walk. As Rav Scheinberg got older he started to question whether he should 

make the walk. One Shavuos or Erev Shavuos his wife told him you know that it is a long walk and 

afterwards you have been up all night, to walk back, I don't think you have the strength for it. Rav 
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Scheinberg disagreed and said I can do it and his Rebbetzin said no I don't want you to do it. Rav Scheinberg 

decided to do the Gorel HaGra. To do that very special Gorel that great people can do with a Sefer and 

opening it up and finding a Posuk. Rav Scheinberg used a Tanach for the Gorel HaGra because he came to 

the Posuk that is found in Tehillim 29:11 ( ן--ְירָור  ֹעז, ְלַעמֹו ִיתֵּ ). He understood that the Gorel HaGra was 

telling him ( ן--ְירָור  ֹעז, ְלַעמֹו ִיתֵּ ) that Hashem gives strength and you can do it, you can walk to the Kosel. 

  

A Talmid later asked him I don't understand, the end of the Posuk is ( ְך ֶאת ַעמֹו ַבָשלֹום-ְירָור, ְיָברֵּ ). You came to 

that Posuk, maybe the Posuk was telling you to watch out for your Sholom Bayis and listen to your wife. 

How do you know that the lesson is in the ( ן--ְירָור  ֹעז, ְלַעמֹו ִיתֵּ ) more than in the ( ְך ֶאת ַעמֹו ַבָשלֹום-ְירָור, ְיָברֵּ )? 

  

To which the answer that was given, Sholom Bayis! It is not Sholom Bayis when my wife and I disagree. 

People can disagree, it is not personal. We had a disagreement and we did a Gorel HaGra, whatever it is we 

are B'sholom. Whether the Gorel goes my way or her way is totally irrelevant. 

  

What a basic and important thought in Sholom Bayis. When there are disagreements, normal intelligent 

people can disagree over things. It doesn't become personal. It is not a question of Sholom. A Geshmake 

thought. 

  

4. Let me end with a question that I had in reviewing Parshas Bamidbar this week something I don't recall 

ever noticing before although I may have noticed it but forgotten. As far as I recall at the moment this is a 

new Kasha. We know that at the beginning of the Parsha after Shlishi there is a division of the Degalim. 

The different groups. 3 Shevatim on the west, 3 on the east, 3 on the south, 3 on the north of the Machane 

Levi'a, the Machaneh Shechina and they were put in order. Degel Machaneh Dan the final one as the first 

was Degel Machaneh Yehuda of course and the Degel Machaneh Reuvein which are basically the children 

of Leah, the 5 natural children of Leah, Levi is not included. Plus the Bechor from Leah's Shifcha. Then 

Degel Machaneh Efpraim which is Rochel's children and then Degel Machaneh Dan which are the Bnei 

Hashifcha and Dan, Asher, and Naftali. They travel the last. There is a problem. As far as I understand Klal 

Yisrael was traveling from Egypt to Israel. Last time I looked at the map that is traveling from south to 

north. It is true that they traveled a bit to the east because they came on the other side of the Yardein. So 

say they were travelling north east. When the Posuk says Degel Machaneh Dan it says Tzofona that they 

were in the north. In the north and they were last? They should have been south! They were north. 

  

There is a Man D'amar in the Gemara that when they traveled they didn't travel as they were encamped but 

there is also a Man D'amar that they traveled in the same formation as they were encamped. If so, Halo 

Davar Hu! How was Dan last? Dan wasn't last unless they were traveling in a southerly direction. Why was 

Degel Machaneh Dan to the north? What a Kasha! I am hoping Shevuos night to have a possible Teretz. 

  

Talking about Shavuos night, there are many people who find as they get older that they are too tired. 

Maisim Mochichim Zeh Es Zeh. Is it because you are too tired or is it because Torah is no longer so 

important to you. It is hard to know. In a regular year where Erev Shavuos you are at work from 9 - 5 or 9 

- 6 and you come running home, it is hard to know. Maisim Mochichim Zeh Es Zeh. This year we will see. 

This year Shavuos night is Motzoei Shabbos. Shabbos is a day on which we rest. Motzoei Shabbos is a 

night on which many people stay up very late. This year we will see if when you don't stay up you are tired 

or if it is because you lost the Chashivus for the Torah Hakedosha. This is a year in which extra effort 

should be put in not only being up but being up and learning with a Geshmak, with a Hatzlacha. That you 

should do. 

  

In our neighborhoods there are Shiurim, there are Chavrusos, you can mix and match. You can go to a Shiur 

for an hour, go learn with a Chavrusa for an hour. There are many opportunities to stay up and have a 

meaningful Shavuos. It is sad that we live in a society where Shavuos is cheesecake. Open up a Chareidi 

newspaper, count the picture of cheesecakes, the pictures of blintzes, and the pictures of Har Sinai in the 
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Shevuos edition. It is not even a contest. Not at all! The contest might be between the blintzes and the 

cheesecake. Oy! How sad. 

  

Let's make it a meaningful Shevuos, a meaningful Shevuos for one and all. B'ezras Hashem I hope to be 

giving my annual Leil Shevuos Shiur at 12:15 AM. In our Shul on Avenue S and east 22nd street. I give 

the  Shiur downstairs in the basement. People learn B'chavrusa in the Shul and come downstairs then go 

back up. Whatever you do make it a meaningful Leil Shavuos to one and all. A Good Shabbos and a Good 

Yom Tov to all. 

  

 

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar 5774 
  

1. This week we begin a new one of the Chamisha Chumshai Torah. Every one of the Chamisha Chumshai 

Torah has a name by which it is known. Sefer Bamidbar is known as the Sefer Hapikudim, the Sefer of the 

counting or as it is known in English, Numbers. It seems like a very uninspiring name. Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus at least these names have some mystique to them and has some meaning to them. Numbers? What 

is the meaning of Numbers or as it known in Lashon Kodesh, Sefer Hapikudim. The book of the counting. 

It doesn't sound significant. Toras Kohanim and Mishna Torah sound significant. Sefer Hapikudim just 

happens to be when the Jews were counted and certainly that idea needs some sort of explanation. 

  

The Netziv in his introduction to Sefer Bamidbar and this is a theme which he mentions consistently where 

Klal Yisrael is counted, both here and in Parshas Pinchas, he makes the following significant point. In this 

week's Parsha we have the counting of Klal Yisrael in Parshas Bamidbar, the counting of the Leviim 

continues into the next Parsha. This counting took place in the month of Iyar in the beginning of the second 

year when Klal Yisrael was in the Midbar still before the sin of the Miraglim. In Parshas Pinchas we have 

another counting. That counting takes place later, much later. It takes place when Klal Yisrael is ready to 

enter Eretz Yisrael. As a matter of fact, after the Jews are counted in Parshas Pinchas it says in 26:53 ( ,ֶלה ָלאֵּ

ק ָהָאֶרץ ָחלֵּ  divide the land among these. The numbers of course are different. There are over 603,000 Jews (תֵּ

in this week's Parsha and only a little over 601,000 later in Parshas Pinchas because of the Mageifa which 

had taken so many Jewish lives. 

  

Says the Netziv, the counting of the Yidden is not just a matter of numbers. The counting of Yidden is a 

designation, these are the Jews that have this or that Tafkid. Pekod, count, is related to Tafkid which means 

a purpose. Pekod Es Haleviim was a counting of Jews to each Sheivet. Each one was given its own purpose 

and its own job as a member of the Degalim. We have in this week's Parsha that right after the Jews are 

counted they are assigned their place in the Diglei Midbar. As a matter of fact the Shevatim are counted in 

the order of the Degalim. 

  

Says the Netziv, there was a transformation in Sefer Bamidbar. Just as in Sefer Beraishis there is a 

transformation from humanity being created to the Jewish people starting to form, just as Shemos is a 

transformation of a family coming down to Mitzrayim to a people going out into the Midbar, so too 

Bamidbar is a book transformation. The Pikudim, the counting at the beginning is a counting of a people 

that traveled in a miraculous way, that lived in a miraculous way, the Dor Hamidbar. The Pikudim at the 

end is the generation which followed, the generation not of Yotzei Mitzrayim but of those who enter Eretz 

Yisrael, those who live under a more natural order. Therefore, for example, in this week's Parsha Sheivet 

Efraim comes before Sheivet Menashe. That is not the natural order but as far as spiritual level, Efraim 

precedes Menashe. Later when Klal Yisrael is counted in Parshas Pinchas, it is the counting of a people 

who are going to live a more natural life going into Eretz Yisrael and therefore, in Parshas Pinchas Menashe 

precedes Efraim, the natural order. Similarly, after the counting of Parshas Pinchas we find two battles 

which take place, that with the Cannanim which is actually taught in Parshas Chukas and that in Parshas 

Matos with the Milchama with the Midyanim, those battles take place in a more natural way. So ( ֶלה אֵּ
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ֻקִדיםַהפְ  ) this is a Sefer of the counting. The counting of what? The counting, a transformation. A counting 

at the beginning of the book of those who lived in a more miraculous manner (the ones who left Mitzrayim) 

and a counting at the end of the book, those that lived in a more natural manner. That of course gives great 

significance to Sefer Hapikudim. 

  

2. We find also at the beginning of the Parsha in 1:4, ( ית--ִאיש ִאיש ַלַמֶטה ֲאֹבָתיו, הּוא-ִאיש רֹאש ְלבֵּ ). We find the 

appointing of the 12 Nesiim of course a great honor that the 12 Nesiim are appointed. It sounds like here 

Hashem chose them specifically. As a matter of fact there is a difficulty. The difficulty is that these Nesiim 

were already Nesiim for a very long time. In the end of Parshas Naso we have the 12 Nesiim bringing the 

12 donations to the Mishkan. It is the same people. The story at the end of Parshas Naso took place a month 

before the story of the beginning of the Parsha here. So that these 12 Nesiim were already Nesiim at least 

a month earlier than this week's Parsha. As a matter of fact if you turn back to Parshas Vayakhel in 35:27 

( ִביאּו פֹוד, ְוַלֹחֶשן--ְוַהְנִשִאם הֵּ י ַהִמֻלִאים: ָלאֵּ ת ַאְבנֵּ י ַהֹשַהם, ְואֵּ ת ַאְבנֵּ אֵּ ). When the Mishkan was first built many months 

earlier, 6 months earlier when donations were accepted, 6 months before Nissan and 7 months before Iyar, 

Rashi tells us that those Nesiim are the same as in Parshas Naso and the beginning of Parshas Bamidbar. 

So these were long standing officials of Klal Yisrael and very strange that the beginning of this week's 

Parsha should make a declaration regarding the Nesiim who were apparently already well positioned in 

their positions as the leaders of their individual Shevatim. 

  

This is a question which I asked a number of years ago and today I would like to share with you an answer 

that is both in the Netziv and in the Darash Moshe. They both say the following. Klal Yisrael chose its 

leaders. The Nesiim in Parshas Vayakhel and the Nesiim of Parshas Naso were chosen by popular choice, 

by the people. Here in the beginning of Bamidbar, a tremendous honor was given to them and that is that 

HKB"H appoints leaders of the Shevatim. Just imagine, these were leaders who were not appointed by 

Hashem or by a prophet, no Navi appointed them. The people accepted them as leaders. Now Moshe 

Rabbeinu says Hashem is going to appoint the leader to each Sheivet. They must have been nervous and 

wondering if they are the right leaders or not. HKB"H comes in this week's Parsha and appoints each Nasi 

exactly the same one that the Jewish people had chosen. Says the Netziv, Bo Lilameid, it comes to teach 

us, that Klal Yisrael has a natural ability to choose its leaders, to choose its Manhigai Hador. Look HKB"H 

says, you made 12 choices and all 12 choices are accurate. 

  

This reminds me of a New York Times article back in the 1970's in which they interviewed Rav Moshe. 

Rav Moshe Feinstein whose picture appeared then on the cover of the second section of the New York 

Times, was asked what does it mean to be the Gadol Hador, how are you chosen. Do the bishops get together 

and appoint you as a leader? Who appoints a Gadol Hador? Rav Moshe in his humility replied, no one 

appoints you. Someone calls you with a question, you answer and if it sounds right and it sounds wise then 

word gets around and others call you, others are in touch with you. Slowly over time there is an appointment 

by popular method. That is what the Netziv is saying here. This comes to teach us that Klal Yisrael had that 

uncanny ability to choose leaders. 

  

Rav Moshe in the Darash Moshe adds a second point. He adds Kedarko Bakodesh as was his style, a 

Halachik point. Besides the fact that people need leaders who are to be appointed by popular acclaim, there 

is a Din Nasi, there is a Halacha of a Nasi. A Nasi has a Din of an Apitrapis. When it came time to divide 

the land, the Nasi had the Halachik power, the ability to make choices, to have certain members of his 

Sheivet give up rights to certain parts of the land and instead take other parts of the land. It is a Halacha. 

Here the Nesiim were appointed to that role of Nasi to that so called Din Nasi. That appointment was from 

HKB"H. And so, we have an explanation of this appointment, here indeed it is not less of a significant 

appointment, the question was the Parsha makes it sound so significant but they were Nesiim already for a 

long time. The answer is on the contrary, the fact that they were Nesiim for a long time made the suspense 

all the much greater and the fact that the same 12 were chosen all the more inspiring that these 12 were 

chosen. 
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3. I would like to end with a Vort that is somewhat in a different style. (Ed. Note - this Vort was said over 

for Parshas Shemini 5774 and I have pasted it here). I would like to share with you a thought regarding 

Trop and this is a thought regarding Trop which really can apply to just about any Parsha in the Torah. All 

of the Trop are divided into three categories, the Melachim or the kings of Trop which are the Esnachta and 

the Sof Posuk both of which are total pauses, one at the end of a Posuk and one in the middle of a Posuk. 

The rest of the Trop are divided between Mishamshim and Mafsikin. Mafsikin are Trop which indicate a 

pause, that one pauses at that Trop and a Mishameish is a Trop which is a connecting word it is not a pause 

it is Mishameish, it is followed by something else. For example, you have Mercha Tipcha, the Mercha is 

Mishameish followed by a Tipcha which indicates a pause. Or Kadma V'azla, the Kadma indicates a 

connecting word to the Azla which is a pause. Or Munach Segol, or Mapach Pashta. All the Trop are divided 

in this way between Trop which indicate Mishamshin a connecting word and Mafsikin which are Trop that 

are a pause. This is well known. Darga T'vir, the Darga is a Mishameish and the T'vir is a Mafsik. The one 

exception to this is the T'vir. The T'vir curiously serves a double function. It is both a Mafsik, it is a pause, 

and a Mishameish, connected to the words that come. So that, it somehow serves as both. 10:2 ( א אֵּ  צֵּ ש(, ַותֵּ

ש ש) .A fire went out from before G-d .(ִמִלְפנֵּי ְידָוד) has a T'vir ()אֵּ א אֵּ צֵּ  The T'vir .(ִמִלְפנֵּי ְידָוד) ,slight pause (ַותֵּ

serves a double function. An example where this is very important is in Parshas Bamidbar. We have the 

counting of the Shevatim and there we have for example that Sheivet Yehuda was as it says in 1:27 ( ַאְרָבָעה

אֹות(,  ש מֵּ 74,600ְוִשְבִעים ֶאֶלף, ְושֵּ . If you look at the Trop (ַאְרָבָעה ְוִשְבִעים) is Darga T'vir. If somebody will pause 

and say ( יםַאְרָבָעה ְוִשְבעִ  ) there were 74 people (אֹות ש מֵּ  and 1,600. Which is a total of 1,674. That is (ֶאֶלף ְושֵּ

wrong. It is ( אֹות 74,000ַאְרָבָעה ְוִשְבִעים ֶאֶלף(  ש מֵּ )ְושֵּ ). So the T'vir is unique in that it is both a Mafsik and a 

Meshameish. It is a slight pause but yet it is connected to the word which follows. This is a basic idea in 

Trop. 

  

The thought that I would like to add to it is the following. We know that the GRA and others Darshuned 

the Trop by their names, gave important meaning to the names. For example, the indication that when one 

is Chayuv Kareis the word Kareis typically has a T'vir. T'vir means to be broken. So that someone who is 

cut off is T'vir, is broken. There are two places where the word Kareis does not have a T'vir and those are 

indeed exceptions for reasons explained by the GRA in those locations. 

  

What I would like to add is this. The T'vir is an indication of being broken, of a punishment, of a difficulty, 

of a trouble. When a human being has a trouble in life it is a Mafsik, it is a pause. It is at these times when 

he stops, typically gets down, gets upset. Every T'vir which is of course a Mafsik could also be a 

Meshameish. It could be something which gives a person impetus to do better in the future. To some people 

it is just a Mafsik, nothing good comes from it. For some people the Mafsik of a T'vir becomes a 

Meshameish, it becomes something bigger and better later. In life, when one goes through a difficulty 

whatever it may be, life has challenges, our goal should always be that any difficulty which we endure, any 

trouble which we go through Lo Aleinu, there should be a goal that when we look back at it later in life we 

should be able to say that was a hard time but I grew from it, something came from it. That T'vir was a 

Meshameish, it was Meshameish me, it served a useful purpose later. 

  

(Ed. Note - back to today's Shiur). Last night I was at a Simcha and a fellow approached me, someone who 

I don't really know. He pulled out his smartphone and showed me a photograph of a page in Tzidkos 

Hatzaddik. He thanked me for having taught this Tzidkos Hatzaddik and he had a photograph of what I 

believe was Os 74 or so where the Tzidkos Hatzaddik, Rav Tzadok writes, that a Nefila of a person could 

be his greatest opportunity for success. When a person has a Yerida says Rav Tzadok, Yeida, he should 

know that that is the possibility, that is the opportunity, that is the beginning of the greatest success he can 

ever have. On the contrary, where a person falls that is a sign from heaven, it is an opportunity to build. 

That is the lesson of the T'vir. T'vir is the broken one. Darga T'vir, someone who falls down a flight of steps 

so to speak is broken. It is a Mafsik, it is true. When someone falls he stops and has to take an accounting. 
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However, it could be a Meshameish, it can help a person build, move on further and further. Targa T'vir, 

what a lesson. 

  

The question of the week is: In the beginning of Perek 3 it says (ֶלה תֹוְלֹדת ַאֲהֹרן, ּוֹמֶשה  It refers to the .(ְואֵּ

descendants of Aaron and Moshe but it only counts the descendants of Aaron and not of Moshe. Says Rashi 

 Moshe .(שכל המלמד את בן חבירו תורה, מעלה עליו הכתוב כאלו ילדו) Why? To teach us .(ואינו מזכיר אלא בני אהרן)

taught Torah to the children of Aaron and he is considered like their father. (ֶלה תֹוְלֹדת ַאֲהֹרן, ּוֹמֶשה  It is a .(ְואֵּ

Pele! I have never seen such a strange explanation. Moshe Rabbeinu taught Torah to all 603,000 Jews in 

the Midbar. What was special about the Bnei Aaron? All 603,550 Jews learned from Moshe Rabbeinu as 

the Gemara teaches. The Gemara says that there was a Seder, an order in which he taught all of them. Moshe 

was Rabbeinu, he was everyone's Rebbi. (כאלו ילדו) referring to the children of Aaron? How unusual? It 

certainly needs an explanation. Wishing everyone the most absolutely, spectacularly, wonderful Shabbos 

Kodesh! 

  

   

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar - Shavuos 5773 
  

1. I would like to start with a Yesod Chashuv for Kabbalas Hatorah, for Shavuos and then move on to a 

thought or two on the Parsha. Regarding Kabbalas Hatorah it is interesting that we find a language of Amida 

(of standing) numerous times in regards to Kabbalas Hatorah. We find in Devarim 4:11 (ַוִתְקְרבּון ַוַתַעְמדּון) or 

the Posuk before in 4:10 (ב ַוִיְתַיְצבּו, ) In Parshas Yisro we find in 19:17 .(יֹום, ֲאֶשר ָעַמְדָת ִלְפנֵּי ְירָור ֱאֹלריָך ְבֹחרֵּ

ָרֹחק) or in 20:15 (ְבַתְחִתית ָהָהר  and so on. We find constantly the Language of Amida, of standing (ַוַיַעְמדּו מֵּ

which seems to be incidental to Kabbalas Hatorah. We don't really use the Lashon of Amida for incidents 

that take place in general. Here we refer to Kabbalas Hatorah as Mamid Har Sinai, we remember ( יֹום, ֲאֶשר

ב י ְירָור ֱאֹלריָך ְבֹחרֵּ  .Certainly the stress on the word Amidah needs explanation .(ָעַמְדָת ִלְפנֵּ

  

On the other hand, it is interesting that B'chol Hatorah Kula we find that when someone has Gilui Shechina 

we find that the person is unable to stand. In Parshas Shmini we find in 9:24 ( ש, ִמִלפְ  א אֵּ צֵּ -נֵּי ְירָור, ַותֹאַכל ַעלַותֵּ

ַח, ֶאת יֶהם-ָהָעם ַוָיֹרנּו, ַוִיְפלּו ַעל-ַהֲחָלִבים; ַוַיְרא ָכל-ָהֹעָלה ְוֶאת-ַהִמְזבֵּ ְפנֵּ ). We find constantly that when there is Gilui 

Shechina like by Parshas Meraglim for example, when there is Gilui Shechina it says people are falling on 

their face, they are falling down unable to stand. We find for example by Eliyahu at Har Hacarmel when 

Klal Yisrael see the great fire as it says in Melachim I 18:39 ( יֶהם; ַויֹאְמרּו-ָהָעם, ַוִיְפלּו, ַעל-ַוַיְרא, ָכל רָור הּוא יְ --ְפנֵּ

יָנִים) Even by Kabbalas Nevua by Bilam it says in 24:4 .(ָהֱאֹלקים, ְירָור הּוא ָהֱאֹלקים ל ּוְגלּוי עֵּ  That he was .(ֹנפֵּ

someone who fell. We find by Shaul when he gets Nevuah that he doesn't have any energy to stand. He 

falls down. In general Nevuah comes to someone who is in a horizontal position. This needs an explanation. 

Why is standing at Har Sinai so important. Then to contrast that with all other times that there is Gilui 

Shechina. 

  

Rav Schwab in Parshas Vaeschanan in his Sefer Mayan Bais Hashoeva page # 388 (and was said over in 

part Parshas Vaeschanan 5772) explains that on the contrary Mattan Torah is special because it was an 

occasion of Limud Hatorah. The Gilui Hashchina was the Ikkur for Limud. By Limud Hatorah we find that 

Amida is the Ikkur. 

  

We find that the Gemara in Maseches Megilla 21a (7 lines from the bottom) says ( ת"ר מימות משה ועד רבן

 that until the generations (גמליאל לא היו למדין תורה אלא מעומד משמת רבן גמליאל ירד חולי לעולם והיו למדין תורה מיושב

got weaker Jews always stood when they learned. 

  

I would like to add a bit to Rav Schwab's explanation. We find that we serve HKB"H in two ways. One is 

through Bittul to the Ribbono Shel Olam, being Mivateil ourselves to HKB"H. The other is through 

D'veykus to the Ribbono Shel Olam, connecting ourselves. When a Navi gets Nevuah we call that Bittul 

Hahergeishim. When all Gashmiyus feelings leave him because he becomes Battul so to speak Klapei the 
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Shechina which is now speaking to him. The Navi's Nevuah is called Masa, a weight or a burden. This is 

because of the great burden of Nevua a person who is not a Navi is unable to stand and he falls on his face. 

The same thing of someone who goes to Daven. Someone who Davens an Ehrliche Davening. He feels a 

Hergesh, a feeling of being Mivateil himself to the Borei Olam. The idea of being Mivateil oneself to 

HKB"H. By Limud Hatorah it is not that way. By Limud Hatorah a person has to be a Gavra, a person has 

to see himself as an important person. Even though we know that our thoughts in learning pale in 

comparison to the Gedolim of a generation ago. Certainly pale in comparison to the understanding of Torah 

of Rishonim. Who can speak about Amoraim and Tannaim. We know that our Darga is a much lower 

Darga. Nevertheless when we learn, we are obligated to apply ourselves, to apply our minds. There is a 

Nafka Mina in what you think when you learn. The whole Kesher to Torah is a connection of D'veykus of 

a connection. Gemara is your Rebbi and you are the Talmid and there needs to be interaction. Therefore, 

this is an important lesson that by Limud Hatorah there is Amida, a person stands B'koma Zekufa. He stands 

with his head held up high. Learning Torah and applying yourself, that is a message for Maimud Har Sinai. 

Maimud Har Sinai as Rav Schwab said is of course Kol Hatorah Kula. All Mitzvos were accepted then. 

The Ikkur is the Limud Hatorah, the learning of Torah. The learning of Torah which is paramount. For that 

a person has to be a Gavra. Of course we understand that our understanding is Bateil to the Daas of those 

greater than us. But within the parameters of Limud Hatorah we have to apply ourselves. 

  

In general, we find it very hard to suffer discomfort for Limud Hatorah. We find that when people are 

learning, the first thing that disrupts them they close the Gemara. If a person is tired he closes the Gemara. 

If a person is thirsty he closes the Gemara. If it is stormy outside a person doesn't go to the Bais Medrash. 

If it is beautiful outside he doesn't go to the Bais Medrash. The Yeitzer Hora Shters a person from going by 

any type of a discomfort from being able to learn. Generations stood when they learned. Generations 

understood that a person has to have an ability, a desire to accept discomforts in order to learn. 

  

The Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin 5b (4 lines from the top) says ( והאמר רב שמונה עשר חדשים גדלתי אצל רועה

 that Rav went for 18 months to live among shepherds to learn the (בהמה לידע איזה מום קבוע ואיזה מום עובר

Halachos of the Mumin of a Bechor. The Mumin injuries that might take place to an animal. You can't just 

learn that from a Sefer. The Gemara says that he went for 18 months to live among the shepherds. Shepherds 

were the least significant people in the world. They were rough people. They were people who were 

considered to be ineligible to be witnesses. The Chofetz Chaim in Sefer Toras Habayis makes the point in 

Perek 7. That a person should learn from Rav, he should be willing to endure difficulty in order to be able 

to sit and be able to learn Torah. 

  

The GRA on himself said and it is quoted in the Hakdama of Pa'as Hashulchan that he had two difficulties, 

two Kashas regarding the Zohar for which he could not find an answer and if there would be one person at 

the Sof Hoalom, he would go to the end of the world to get the answer. He would walk if necessary to be 

Mikabeil. The idea again being this lesson. The lesson that a person should be willing to endure difficulty 

in order to be Mikabeil Torah to learn Torah. That is a lesson that we have to take on this day the day of 

Shavuos that is upcoming. I feel and I always feel that the staying up at night to learn is not important 

because of the 4 or 5 hours that a person learns (of course it is important for those hours). That is not the 

primary reason. The primary reason is because it is our Yeitzer Hora that doesn't let us endure discomforts 

for Limud Hatorah. The whole Maimud Har Sinai everyone stood there. There were no chairs at Maimud 

Har Sinai. 

  

I remember when the Kosel was first liberated in '67 and I went there the first time in the early '70s. There 

were no chairs at the Kosel. People didn't sit at the Kosel, everyone stood. You stood in awe of the place. 

Many years later a few chairs were brought there for the elderly people. Now everyone sits there. The point 

is that when there is awe, a person is willing to endure. It is not hard to stand for an entire Davening in order 

to be able to Daven at the Kosel. We have to be Machshiv our learning, we have to be willing to endure 

difficulty for our learning. Willing to get up early or stay up late. The Chashivus, the significance of a 
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Talmid Chochom is that they are exhausted and they fight the sleep in order to learn. The learning isn't so 

great when you are fighting off the need for sleep. It is Chashuv because a person who endures discomfort 

for Limud that is a Chashivus. 

  

It is an important thing to accept especially when you are out in the working world and you go through 

periods with a lot of work to be done and you feel going to the Bais Medrash is hard, to understand that that 

is what Maimud Har Sinai is all about. The Torah tells us to remember (ב  .(יֹום, ֲאֶשר ָעַמְדָת ִלְפנֵּי ְירָור ֱאֹלריָך ְבֹחרֵּ

You stood there and it took a long period of time. A long period of standing. That was Kabbalas Hatorah. 

  

2. Let me move on to Parshas Bamidbar a Vort regarding Sheivet Shimon and a Vort regarding Sheivet 

Levi. Of course those of us Leviim love this time of the year, Bamidbar, Naso, Behaloscha are all Parshios 

that deal with the Leviim. Therefore, let me mention an interesting Chazal regarding the Leviim. It is a 

Halacha in the Shulchan Aruch Harav Siman 201:3 where he writes that although it is only a Mitzvah to be 

Makdim a Kohen (it is a Mitzvah to give a Kohen things first), the Shulchan Aruch Harav says that there is 

no Chiyuv to give Kadima to a Levi. Nevertheless, Tov L'hakdima V'ose Kain Maarich Yomim. You get 

Arichos Yamim if you give a Levi Kadima, to give him to Bentch for example if there is no Kohen. It is a 

fascinating idea because Al Pi Halacha there is no obligation. He says Ha'oseh Kain Maarich Yamim. What 

is that secret of that Aruch Yamim? 

  

In previous years I think I mentioned the Pshat of the Meshech Chochmo which you can look up. Today, I 

would like to mention to you a second thought, an important thought. That starts with a Havana, an 

understanding of the concept of (אשרי מי שבניו זכרים). That the Gemara in Maseches Kiddushin 82b (7 lines 

from the top) says (אשרי מי שבניו זכרים) that it is good to have any child a healthy child but praiseworthy is 

one who Hashem gives him the Zechus to have male offspring. What is so special about male offspring? 

  

We see life in this world as a temporary state, as a fleeting opportunity. It is all about doing Mitzvos.   Olam 

Hazeh is about accomplishing the things that this world was created for and therefore, when we look at 

things in this world in an idealistic way, when we look at things in this world taking away our own Negios, 

we understand that the main Nikuda, the main point of existence in this world is Kiyum Mitzvos, it is all 

about doing Ratzon Hashem. The Gemara in Maseches Horayos 13a (23 lines from the top in the Mishna) 

says that (האיש קודם לאשה להחיות). There is an order a Seder of saving a person's life. It says that one saves 

a male before a female. Why? Our understanding is that that is because a male has more Mitzvos than a 

woman. A male is obligated in more Mitzvos than a woman. I mentioned it in a previous week Rav Schwab's 

explanation of Shelo Asani Goy, Shelo Asani Oved, Shelo Asani Isha. That it goes back to the fundamental 

idea that existence is all for Kiyum Mitzvos. If someone who is born into a state of Kiyum Mitzvos which 

is a greater opportunity, it is certainly more fortunate. In a way he is more alive. That is the idea of ( אשרי

 Ashrei Mi Shebanav Zecharim. A father who has a Ben Zachar the father is able to learn (מי שבניו זכרים

Torah with him. He is able to do many Mitzvos which women do not do. That explains also why for the 

Mitzva of Pru Ur'vu one should try to have a male and a female child. Because if a person has only male 

children there are some Mitzvos which are predominantly in the Achrayaos, the responsibility of females. 

The idea of raising children. The idea of the Mitzvos of Challah, Ner, and Taharas Hamishpacha and 

therefore, if you want to have a connection to more Mitzvos then you should pray to have a Zachar and a 

Nikaiva (male and female offspring). 

  

Getting back to Sheivet Levi. Sheivet Levi has more Mitzvos. As a matter of fact this is a proof to our whole 

Yesod. Because the Tur in Siman 201 says there is no Mitzva to give Kadima (to give preference) to a Levi. 

The Magen Avraham brings and in Yoreh Dai'a 251:9 we find in Dinai Tzedaka that a Levi has Kadima to 

a Yisrael. 

  

The Machatzis Hashekel explains why. He says in the Inyan of giving support, you give a Levi first. Why? 

A Levi has no greater Kedusha, he is the same as a Yisrael. However, he has more Mitzvos. When the Bais 
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Hamikdash will be built he will have more Mitzvos. Mimeila, therefore, we understand the idea that 

someone Ha'oseh Kain Maarich Yamim, someone who gives Kadima to a Levi and appreciates that fine 

point that life is for Kiyum Mitzvos and someone who is Mikayeim more Mitzvos is greater, that is an 

extraordinary appreciation. 

  

3. Well for Sheivet Shimon I am left with a minute or two so let me give you a quick thought. In Parshas 

Bamidbar Sheivet Shimon has 59,300 people as is brought in 1:23 ( ה ִשְמעֹון יֶהם, ְלַמטֵּ ִתְשָעה ַוֲחִמִשים ֶאֶלף, --ְפֻקדֵּ

אֹות ) In Parshas Pinchas in 26:14 .(ּוְשֹלש מֵּ ֶלה, ִמְשְפֹחת ַהִשְמֹעִני ְשַנִים ְוֶעְשִרים ֶאֶלף, ּוָמאָתִים--אֵּ ) only 22,200. An 

incredible Yerida. Rashi explains there 26:13 ( אבל לפי החסרון שחסר משבט שמעון במנין זה ממנין הראשון שבמדבר

) that the 24,000 who died in the Mageifa with (סיני, נראה שכל כ"ד אלף נפלו משבטו של שמעון ָסלּוא-ִזְמִרי, ֶבן ) Zimri 

Ben Salu in Parshas Pinchas were from Sheivet Shimon. This is an important point for Nach. 

  

We find (and people are not aware of this) that in Eretz Yisrael when the portions were divided every 

Sheivet got a defined portion, there were boundaries. Sheivet Shimon was unusual, they did not get a 

defined portion. They got cities that are within Sheivet Yehuda, specific cities. Why did they get cities why 

didn't they get a specific portion? 

  

The Sefer Haksav V'hakabala (on page # 297 on Posuk 26:54) in Parshas Pinchos explains that it is the 

reason that is related to these numbers. What do these numbers have to do with anything? Eretz Yisrael was 

divided according to the Yotzei Mitzrayim, it was divided according to the number of people who left 

Mitzrayim. So Shimon was entitled to a gigantic portion as he had 59,300. However, when it came to it 

they had fewer people. They had only the 22,200 that were getting such a big portion. Since there was a 

desire not to leave parts of the land empty as the Posuk says in Shemos 23:29 ( ַחַית ַהָשֶדהְוַרָבה ָעֶליָך  ) therefore, 

Shimon got land for 59,000 people a land with a greater value. As you all know land in the cities is more 

valuable, more expensive than out on the country side. That explains the Haksav V'hakabala, is why Shimon 

got cities specifically because his real estate had to be worth a greater amount. Mimeila he got cities and 

not the countryside. So this is a quick explanation. 

    

Turning again to our preparation for Chag Hashavuos and Kabbalas Hatorah I beg all of you to take 

Kabbalas Hatorah seriously. It is not all about cheesecake and ice cream. Kabbalas Hatorah about being 

Moser Nefesh to learn. Not only all night but to get up in the morning by day at a decent hour and go to 

Shul. I come to Shul and there are not too many people there Shavuos afternoon. Please join us, be there 

and IY"H we hope to have a Gevaldige Kabbalas Hatorah. A Kabbalas Hatorah that is Mashpia, that 

influences us for the coming year. A Gut Shabbos to one and all and a Gut Yom Tov. 

   

  

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar 5772 
  

Rav Schwab's first Vort on this week's Parsha is very appropriate not only for the Parsha but for Kabbalas 

Hatorah as well. We have at the beginning of this week's Parsha a listing of the Nesiim, the 12 leaders of 

the different Shevatim. If you would read the Parsha you would think that this is the first time that they 

were being chosen. As it says in 1:4 ( ית--ְוִאְתֶכם ִיְהיּו, ִאיש ִאיש ַלַמֶטה ֲאֹבָתיו, הּוא-ִאיש רֹאש ְלבֵּ ). And there should 

be with you a man a man to the tribes. Now this seems to be something of a difficulty. The Nesiim had 

already been chosen earlier, a few weeks earlier. This counting took place as it says in the Posuk 1:1 at the 

beginning of the second month (ִנית ִני ַבָשָנה ַהשֵּ  At the beginning of the month of Iyar. In the .(ְבֶאָחד ַלֹחֶדש ַהשֵּ

month of Nissan just a few weeks before this we already had that the Nesiim brought their offerings as part 

of the first 12 days of Nissan, part of the inauguration of the Mishkan. The names were mentioned earlier. 

Why not present them with a title of Kavod? Why does the Posuk say ( ִאיש רֹאש --ְוִאְתֶכם ִיְהיּו, ִאיש ִאיש ַלַמֶטה

ית ֲאֹבָתיו, הּוא-ְלבֵּ ). Chose a man a man to each Sheivet, a head of each family. Let it say V'itchem Yiyu 

Hanisiim.  
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Rav Schwab (in Mayan Beis Hashoeva pg # 303) refers us to the Medrash at the beginning of Bamidbar. 

The Medrash in Bamidbar Rabbah 1:7 begins with the following idea. It says, "Kol Mi Sheaino Oseh Atzmo 

K'midbar Hefker Aino Yachal Liknos Es Hachochma V'hatorah. L'kach Ne'emar B'midbar Sinai. The 

reference to the desert is to teach us that if you want to have a Kinyan Hatorah you want to have a connection 

to the wisdom of the Torah, Hatorah V'hachochma then a person needs (L'osim Atzmo) to make himself 

like a Midbar Hefker, as a Midbar that is ownerless. What does that mean? 

  

That means to remove the Ani of the person. The selfish interests that every person has. His personal needs 

and desires. A person who sits down to learn quickly has a headache and is thirsty and he remembers things 

that he has to do and that pulls him away from his learning every single time. Every single time you sit 

down to learn you think of something else you need or some physical comfort that you are lacking. The 

way for a person to acquire wisdom to learn properly is to remove the Ani, to remove his own personal 

needs, move them aside and to put the focus of Torah Learning first. 

  

Rav Schwab says that is why it says here regarding the Nesiim that they were (ִאיש ִאיש). What made them 

great was that they were not Baalei Gaiva, they were not people who were haughty because of their position. 

Removing the Ani of the person requires Shelo Yachzik Tova L'atzmo Shelo Yisga'e B'horaa. That he 

should not think of himself as being great because of his accomplishments and that he should not be a Baal 

Gaiva or haughty person because he knows the Psak Halacha and people have to come to him. 

  

Rav Schwab says if a person is Aino Nisga'e B'horaa and Aino Yachzik Tova L'atzmo then he continues 

growing in his Learning. That is the reference to these people as (ִאיש ִאיש). They behaved (as ordinary 

people) in their Bain Adom L'chaveiro as if there was no Ani, no personal Nigiyos. That tool which is a 

tool for Bain Adom L'chaveiro and Bain Adom L'makom is a tool to tremendous amount of Hatzalcha in 

Learning. As Shevuos comes it is a necessity. To be able to learn on Shevuos is very hard. On the one hand 

we have so many hours, it makes no sense that over 24 or 48 hours of Shevuos that a person should not be 

able to put in 12 - 13 hours in a Bais Medrash. The fact is that it is not that way. 

  

Many people say that it doesn't pay to stay up. If you make a calculation if you sleep well at night you can 

learn more by day. I have taken that to heart and I do stay up all night. However, by day I am careful to get 

up at a decent hour and I try to get to the Bais Medrash by 2:30 - 3:00. Who is there at 3 pm? All the people 

who slept the previous night? Not one of them. At 3:00 there are usually 3 or 4 people in our Bais Medrash, 

all people who stayed up the night before. A person has to be Misaleik the Ani, he has to be willing to give 

up his own self interest, his own physical needs to be able to put that aside and learn. That is the Hatzlacha 

of Limud Hatorah. 

  

Especially this year it is three days, Shabbos and two days of Shevuos. People generally sleep Shabbos 

afternoon, so it should be easy to stay up Shevuos by night. For these three days take a Limud, take 

something to Learn that you don't normally learn. Here in Torah Vodaath we are learning Maseches Bava 

Kamma. I mentioned to a few boys take Perek Hachovel it is a Perek with about 8 Blatt. You can Chazer it 

over the three days easily. It gives you a goal. If you sit down with a goal you don't get drowsy as quickly. 

If you sit down with a goal like you would like to remember what each Daf is about. It is 8 Blatt, what is 

each Daf about. 

  

Many of you just finished Maseches Tamid in Daf Yomi. This is a Masechta that people got a big Geshmak 

in. Chazer Maseches Tamid it is not so big. Try to know what it is about. If you have a goal than the 

Learning goes easily. If you are doing it just L'sheim Shamayim to learn, that is still Ani. You have to do it 

for the Limud Hatorah for the sake of the Learning then you will have Hatzlacha. 

  

Now a second Vort on the Parsha. We have in the Parsha at the end of Perek 1 Posuk 49 ( ִוי לֹא -ַאְך ֶאת ה לֵּ ַמטֵּ

 That the Leviim were counted separately. Rashi brings a Pshat why were the Leviim counted.(ִתְפֹקד
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separately? ( אך את מטה לוי לא תפקד: כדאי הוא לגיון של מלך להיות נמנה לבדו. דבר אחר, צפה הקב"ה שעתידה לעמוד גזירה

לו בכלל, לפי שהם שלי, שלא טעו בעגלעל כל הנמנין מבן עשרים שנה ומעלה שימותו במדבר, אמר אל יהיו א ). Because those 

that were counted in the Midbar died in the Midbar. So the Ribbono Shel Olam said I don't want the Leviim 

to die in the Midbar because they were not part of the sin of the Eigel. Many Meforshim ask that this doesn't 

seem correct. (שלא טעו בעגל)? As a result of the Eigel there was no decree that Jews can't enter Eretz Yisrael. 

It was a result of the Cheit Hamiraglim which had not yet taken place. So why does Rashi say since they 

didn't sin at the Eigel they don't deserve to die in the Midbar. This is a Kasha that is asked by the Meforshim 

of Rashi. 

  

I saw a beautiful Pshat with wide reaching implications in the Divrei Yoel on Parshas Bamidbar page 88. 

He says Gevaldig. He says that the reason the Leviim were counted separately was that they should remain 

a separate group within Klal Yisrael. If they were counted separately then we understand that there was a 

certain level of separation between them and Klal Yisrael.  The purpose of this was because as we say in 

Pirkei Avos 1:7 (הרחק משכן רע, ואל תתחבר לרשע)- a person should not connect to Reshaim. Since the Leviim 

were at arms length from other Jews when the Cheit Hamiraglim was to come they would be saved. So 

because they didn't sin at the Eigel as Rashi says, HKB"H said let me give them a bit of separation from 

the rest of Klal Yisrael. In that way they will not fall into the Cheit Hamiraglim, they will not be convinced 

by others and friends to fall into the sin of the Meraglim. 

  

A beautiful thought and it explains why later we will find in Sefer  Yehosha that Sheivet Yehuda stayed to 

itself, it was separate many many years, 500 years before the 10 Shevatim and the 2 Shevatim split into a 

northern kingdom and a southern kingdom with the 10 Shevatim going to Galus. Why? We talk about 

Achdus Yisrael shouldn't they have all been together? The answer is that even within the Achdus Yisrael 

and the Ahavas Yisrael a person has to be smart enough, wise enough to know that when it comes to close 

friendship which happens only with certain people, if you are smart enough to chose and know who is going 

to drag you down and who is going help you rise. This is a very important lesson as well. 

  

For my third point of today I would like to talk to you about something that is very much on my mind. It is 

not a Dvar Torah. It is just to share with you a thought. This past Sunday there was an internet Asifa in 

Citifield. The Asifa was an awesome Maimud an awesome gathering. It also had a rather disappointing 

program. 2 things, an awesome Maimud and a disappointing program. What did each individual walk away 

with? I have found that the Bnei Torah, the Lakewood crowd walked away with an awesome gathering. 

They walked away uplifted, they walked away with an understanding that you need filters, and you need 

good filters. I think that it is fair to say from the little anecdotal information I have that the overwhelming 

majority of homes in Lakewood that have the internet, the overwhelming majority are filtered. 

  

It seems to me to my great pain and sorrow that in Flatbush people walked away talking only about the 

disappointing program. There was disappointments with the program, the fact that the English that was 

promised was not delivered, practical Eitzos that were promised were not delivered, and whatever other 

complaints there are. Is that what we should focus on? Is it? People in our neighborhood are often fond of 

complaining that Chasiddim are naïve, they don't know the ways of the world. I have to tell you that when 

it comes to the internet it is the Flatbush crowd that is naïve, that is foolish.  There are children 10, 11, 12, 

13 year olds are on the internet seeing things. Even though they go to Minyan on time even though they get 

Alephs in Yeshiva, right now all is fine and there are no suspicions. But they are there, I know they are 

there. It has been a troubling week for me. Since that Asifa I have been getting phone calls some of them 

from 12 year olds about people that are on the internet. It is very hard. They are telling me to do something 

about it but don't say "I called." It is awful! I am shocked! The overwhelming majority of houses in Flatbush 

have no filter at all. Can you imagine how naïve people are to think that their children are not watching 

things that they shouldn't watch on the internet? 

  



19 
 

It is a silliness and a foolishness and it is something that we have to change. At least those of you who are 

listening today don't be foolish. You are best off getting a Jnet type of server. Even if you get that server 

you will need to get a filter because if someone plugs something into the USB port and gets WiFi it will 

not go through the Jnet server. If you have a filter it will still work. The K-9 filter is free, you can download 

it. It just takes a little bit of time. There are choices that have to be made. Maybe you need advice on how 

to do it. Don't be a fool, don't be a Nar. It is the Yeitzer Hora that is a normal Yeitzer Hora that people have 

and what are we doing? Putting on the table for ourselves for our children? How foolish are we? How 

Naarish are we?  Everybody else is wrong except that individual in the street of Flatbush. If he had run the 

program it would have been great. Or if it would have been the other one he knew exactly what it should 

be. I don't argue with the disappointment in the program, I do argue with what you come away with. 

  

The question of the week is a question that I have today. It is a question that I would like you to reflect 

upon. A son in law called me and his father in law is a Mispallel. He himself is in a Kollel, not in Brooklyn. 

He was here for Shabbos a few weeks ago. On Motzoei Shabbos he went on his in laws computer to take 

care of whatever personal things he had to take care of. Accidently he discovered that his father in law is 

visiting websites that are pornographic. He discovered it, he went into the history and found out that his 

father in law is visiting pornographic websites. He calls me what to do. Of course I can talk to the father in 

law but the son in law said don't tell him that I spoke to you. What do I do? 

  

I can get up this Shabbos in front of the crowd including this person and say someone's son in law called 

me that the father in law is watching pornography and it is on the history and he knows it. I beg you to do 

something about it. I can say that. Am I being Mivayeish this person B'rabbim? I have a feeling that not 

only one person will blush. I have a feeling that 3 or 4 might blush. It might make Machlokes. What do I 

do? I don't know. 

  

I only hope that this particular father in law reads the printed version of this Shiur or is listening to it live. 

Wake up! Don't be fools, don't be naïve. It takes very little for a child to get on the internet. I know that 

filters are not perfect. A child who is at risk or a teenager will get around it. But save the simple children. 

The simple 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 year olds. If you put on a filter they won't go around it. They fall into the 

pornography. It is not something that they are eagerly going for. But after they do it for a little bit of time 

it becomes regular. 

  

Be smart. Be Mikabeil the Torah. Be Mikabeil the advice of Gedolei Yisrael no matter how you think they 

are naïve. You are naïve. Be Mikabeil their advice. Take the filter and don't listen to people who say that 

even with a filter bang, bang , bang. It is true. You need more than a filter. But start with that. 

  

It causes me a lot of pain. It causes me a lot of Tzar. I hope that these few words will somehow help the 

situation. 

  

With that I would like to wish everybody a Gevaldige Shabbos, a Simchas Yom Tov, a Kabbalas Hatorah, 

and hopefully we should continue to grow to move upwards in our Avodas Hashem. 

   

 

  

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar 5771 
  

I would like to discuss a thought has to do with each of 3 separate Rashi's in Parshas Bamidbar. 

  

We start from the beginning in 1:17 (ֹמת ֶלה, ֲאֶשר ִנְקבּו ְבשֵּ ת ָהֲאָנִשים ָהאֵּ  Moshe and Aaron .(ַוִיַקח ֹמֶשה, ְוַאֲהֹרן, אֵּ

gathered these individuals who had been designated by their names. Rashi says something that is extremely 
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strange and difficult to understand. Rashi says (אשר נקבו: לו כאן בשמות). That they were designated to him 

here by their names. What is Rashi adding more to the Posuk? A very puzzling Rashi. 

  

I once saw a Teretz, however, I don't recall where. Rashi is intending to answer a question as is always his 

style. The Nasi of Sheivet Shimon we will find later in the episode where he is killed by Pinchas, was Zimri 

Ben Salu who was the leader of Sheivet Shimon.  

  

We find in the Posuk that it is Shilumiel Ben Tzurishadoi. The Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin 82b (17 

lines from the bottom) says Shilumiel Ben Tzurishadoi is Zimri Ben Salu ( א"ר יוחנן חמשה שמות יש לו זמרי ובן

 They are the same person. It may well be that that is why the .(סלוא ושאול ובן הכנענית ושלומיאל בן צורי שדי

custom in Yiddish is to refer to somebody who tends to make a lot of mistakes as a Shlimiel. Somebody 

who tends to drop things as he goes is a Shlimiel. Why such a nickname? Perhaps because Shilumiel Ben 

Tzurishadoi is Zimri Ben Salu an infamous individual. 

  

At any rate, Rashi here is bothered why was Zimri Ben Salu who was such a Rasha designated as a leader 

of Klal Yisrael? 

  

Rashi is saying ( אשר נקבו: לו כאן בשמות). We know that the Ribbono Shel Olam works with a person Ba'asher 

Hu Sham. So here they were designated by their names. At this time they were still people of stature and 

this is even though one of them in this case was Zimri Ben Salu who was not.   

  

Let's move on to a second Rashi. We find that the Posuk in 1:49 says, ( ִוי לֹא ִתְפֹקד, ְוֶאת-ַאְך ֶאת ה לֵּ רֹאָשם לֹא -ַמטֵּ

ל  The Ribbono Shel Olam tells Moshe not to count Sheivet Levi. Why not? Rashi .(ִתָשא, ְבתֹוְך, ְבנֵּי ִיְשָראֵּ

explains ( של מלך להיות נמנה לבדו. דבר אחר, צפה הקב"ה שעתידה לעמוד גזירה  אך את מטה לוי לא תפקד: כדאי הוא לגיון

 in the Davar (על כל הנמנין מבן עשרים שנה ומעלה שימותו במדבר, אמר אל יהיו אלו בכלל, לפי שהם שלי, שלא טעו בעגל

Achar that all those who were counted were destined to die in the Midbar. So the Ribbono Shel Olam said 

do not include these in the counting because they (Sheivet Levi) are mine and didn't sin with the Eigel. 

  

The difficulty with this Rashi is addressed by the Meforshim of Rashi including the Mizrachi and others 

who say that the sin of the Eigel is not what caused the Yidden to die in the Midbar. The sin of the Meraglim 

caused the Yidden to die in the Midbar and not the Eigel. If so, why does Rashi say that Levi should not be 

included because they didn't sin with the Eigel, Rashi should have said because they didn't sin by the 

Miraglim? This is a difficulty in this Rashi. 

  

The standard Teretz that is usually given is that had Klal Yisrael sinned only by the Meraglim they would 

not have to die in the Midbar. It was because they had sinned at the Eigel and now they once again sinned 

with the Meraglim that they were punished. The Leviim who did not sin by the Eigel, even had they sinned 

by the Meraglim nevertheless they were not Chayuv Misah because they didn't sin by the Eigel as Rashi 

says. This is the standard Teretz and it is certainly an acceptable Teretz. 

  

The Satmar Rebbe in Divrei Yoel offers a different Pshat. I will be Makdim to that a Kasha. He asks what 

is the difference if they were all counted together or not. If all 12 Shevatim were counted together and 11 

Shevatim sinned and one didn't why should that Sheivet die in the Midbar? If a complete Sheivet didn't sin 

they should be exempt from the Gizaira. Why is being counted together something which is Tovea? 

  

The Satmar Rebbe answers with a beautiful understanding, Divrei Mussar, certainly something appropriate 

L'mi She'amaro, the Satmar Rebbe. He says Sheivet Levi didn't sin by the Eigel. Therefore they deserved 

some sort of protection for the Cheit Hamiraglim. The protection is not to mix with people who do Aveiros, 

it is to stay separate. A person has to guard himself from coming to close to someone who does Aveiros. 

Even when a person's intention is to be Mikareiv the other one, it is usually the Yeitzer Hora that is 

Mikareiv, which brings a better person down rather than the better person bringing the weaker person up. 
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It is the job of a person to be careful and to keep themselves at arms distance from others (even Yidden) 

who do Aveiros. 

  

Says the Satmar Rebbe. Hakadosh Baruch Hu's intention with not counting Levi separately here was to 

make a Pirad, to make some sort of separation, some divide, a statement that there is Sheivet Levi and there 

is everyone else. They are not all the same. Sheivet Levi would hopefully live that way. They would see 

themselves as different. In the Parsha of the Degalim, which is the way the camp was set up in the Midbar, 

we see that the Leviim were indeed not one of the Shevatim who had the usual setup around the Mishkan, 

however, the Leviim were at the place of the Mishkan. Again, the idea is to make a Pirud. 

  

He says beautifully. In their mind they didn't sin at the Eigel, therefore, I don't want to count them and put 

them together with everyone else. Because if I do, then when it comes to the sin of the Meraglim they may 

G-d forbid be pulled along. Therefore, this is the Pirud that was made and that was the Satmar Rebbe's 

Shitas Hachaim to warn Yidden and his followers to keep themselves separate and different than others 

who do Aveiros.  

  

The third Vort for today involves a slight contradiction between 2 Rashi's. 3:15 & 3:40 ( ִוי, -טו ְפֹקד ֶאת י לֵּ ְבנֵּ

ית ֲאֹבָתם ְלִמְשְפֹחָתם: ָכל ם-ָזָכר ִמֶבן-ְלבֵּ ֹחֶדש ָוַמְעָלה, ִתְפְקדֵּ ). We have Hakadosh Baruch Hu's command to count the 

Leviim and then the command to count all the Bechorim of the Jewish People and then do a Pidyon Haben 

of sorts where each Levi would redeem one B'chor of Bnei Yisrael and would take his place in the Kedusha 

of Sheivet Levi. That was the command, count the Leviim from one month and older, count the Bechorim 

from a month and older, and then we will see how many Leviim and how many Yisraeilim and the Leviim 

will be in the place of the Bechorim and whatever remains they will have to be Po'de themselves using 

money. This is the theme of this part of Perek Gimmel. Here we find a nuance of a difference in Rashi and 

as we know Rashi is Midakdeik M'od. Rashi is very careful to do things exactly so and that is the Mussar 

of the Dvar Torah which we are going to share now. 

  

In 3:15 where the Posuk says to count the Leviim from one month and older Rashi is bothered why from a 

month and older why not from a day and older, why are you staring from Ben Chodesh? ( :מבן חדש ומעלה

נה ליקרא שומר משמרת הקדש. אמר ר' יהודה ברבי שלום למוד הוא אותו השבט להיות נמנה מן הבטן, משיצא מכלל נפלים הוא נמ

שנאמר )במד' כו, כט( אשר ילדה אותה ללוי במצרים, עם כניסתה בפתח מצרים ילדה אותה. ונמנית בשבעים נפש, שכשאתה מונה 

 Rashi explains that a neifel is someone who is (:חשבונם לא תמצאם אלא שבעים חסר אחת, והיא השלימה את המנין

not well enough in order to live for 30 days and is not considered a living human being. So you have to 

make sure that he is 30 days in order to make sure that he is not a Neifel. 

  

Later in 3:40 the Posuk says to count the Bechor Zachar of Bnei Yisrael and that they are counted from a 

month and older. ( ל, ִמֶבן-ֹמֶשה, ְפֹקד ָכל-ַויֹאֶמר ְירָור ֶאל י ִיְשָראֵּ ת ִמְסַפר ְשֹמָתם-ְבֹכר ָזָכר ִלְבנֵּ ֹחֶדש, ָוָמְעָלה; ְוָשא, אֵּ ). Rashi 

says ( וגו' מבן חדש ומעלה: משיצא מכלל ספק נפליםפקד כל בכור זכר  ) that they are counted from a month and older 

so that they should be out of Safeik Nefalim. That needs explanation. Rashi shouldn't have mentioned the 

word Safeik (ספק). That when they are 30 days old they are no longer Nefalim. Why does Rashi change the 

language from (משיצא מכלל נפלים) to (משיצא מכלל ספק נפלים) when the Posuk switches in 3:15 from talking 

about Leviim to 3:40 where the Posuk is talking about Klal Yisrael? 

  

The Har Tzvi (Rabbi Tzvi Pesach Frank (1873-1960) says (on page # 208) an absolutely brilliant Vort. In 

order to understand this I have to be Makdim a Halacha in Hilchos Pidyon Haben. In the rule of Pidyon 

Haben we say Hamotzi Maichavairo Alav Haraya. The Kohen only gets his money if it is absolutely certain 

that he is entitled to the money. If there is any Safeik, we treat Safeik Pidyon Haben different than almost 

every other Safeik D'oraissa. Every Safeik D'oraissa is L'chumra, however, for reasons that we are not going 

to go into today, a Safeik in Pidyon Haben is Hamotzi Maichavairo Alav Haraya. There is no Pidyon Haben 

unless it is certain that there is an obligation. 
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Mimeila says the Har Tzvi, it is beautiful. In a case of Yisraeilim the Bechor Yisrael, these are people who 

needed Pidyon. From when do they need Pidyon? They have to be Yatza Michlal Safeik Neifel ( משיצא מכלל

 Even if they are Safeik Neifel they still are Patur from Pidyon Haben. They have to go out and not .(ספק נפל

only shouldn't they be a Vadai Neifel they should also not be even a Safeik Neifel. Once they are not a 

Safeik Neifel then and only then do they need a Pidyon.  

  

In the case of the Leviim the reverse is true. Each Levi worked to Patur a Yisrael. So that the Hamotzi 

Maichavairo Alav Haraya would make that there should be more Leviim that are counted. In other words, 

if you have a Levi and he is a Safeik Neifel he could Patur a Yisrael from Pidyon. Because Hamotzi 

Maichavairo Alav Haraya a Yisrael could say it is a Safeik and I will consider it that he Paturs me. So by 

the Leviim they had to be Yatza Michlal Neifel (יצא מכלל נפל). If they are a Vadai Neifel then they can't 

Patur. However, a Safeik Neifel you don't need (משיצא מכלל ספק נפל) all you need is Yatza Michlal Vadai 

Neifel. 

  

As a PS what is a Safeik Neifel? The Gemara in Maseches Bechoros 49a (it is a discussion, Ayin Sham) 

says that on the 30th day itself a child is a Safeik Neifel. So that there is a category of exactly 30 days old 

and in that category this would be the difference between the two counting's that is what is says in the Har 

Tzvi. 

  

The question of the week is: in 1:4 the Posuk says ( ית--ְוִאְתֶכם ִיְהיּו, ִאיש ִאיש ַלַמֶטה ֲאֹבָתיו, הּוא-ִאיש רֹאש ְלבֵּ ). 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu says I am going to get you somebody from each Sheivet to be a leader to be counted. 

Who are they? (ֶלה ְשמֹות ָהֲאָנִשים  .these are the names of them and we go through the list of names (ְואֵּ

  

We can only picture the drum rolls and the suspense of who in each Sheivet will be chosen to be a Nasi. 

There is a problem. This counting took place in the second year on Rosh Chodesh Iyar in the Midbar. Prior 

to that there had been a Chanukas Hamishkan during the first 12 days of Nissan. What happens there 

actually took place at the end of Parshas Naso and although it is later in the Chumash it actually took place 

earlier. We know Ein Mukdam U'muchar BaTorah. There at the end of Parshas Naso we read that 12 Nesiim 

brought Korbanos one each day in the beginning of Nissan. 

  

What do you know, those 12 Nesiim are exactly the same as the 12 Nesiim in Parshas Bamidbar. Well if 

you read Chumash consecutively everything makes sense, however, if you read it chronologically we know 

that what happens at the end of Parshas Naso was first. So now Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Moshe 

Rabbeinu ( ית--ִאיש ַלַמֶטה ִאיש ֲאֹבָתיו, הּוא-ִאיש רֹאש ְלבֵּ ). Hashem says to Moshe use the Nasi and then ( ֶלה ְשמֹות ְואֵּ

 Who needs it, Moshe Rabbienu knew their names, they had just brought Korbanos. Why did Moshe .(ָהֲאָנִשים

Rabbeinu need Hashem to tell him who the names of these people are? Tzorech Iyun Gadol! 

  

 

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar 5770 
  

ית ֲאֹבָתם:  כב 1:42 & 1:22 י ִשְמעֹון, תֹוְלֹדָתם ְלִמְשְפֹחָתם ְלבֵּ מֹות ְלֻגְלְגֹלָתם  ִלְבנֵּ ה ָזָכר ִמֶבן ֶעְשִרים ָשנָ -ָכל--ְפֻקָדיו, ְבִמְסַפר שֵּ

א ָצָבא מב ית ֲאֹבָתם:  ָוַמְעָלה, ֹכל ֹיצֵּ ֹמת, ִמֶבן ֶעְשִרים ָשָנה ָוַמְעָלה  ְבנֵּי ַנְפָתִלי, תֹוְלֹדָתם ְלִמְשְפֹחָתם ְלבֵּ א ָצָבא--ְבִמְסַפר שֵּ  This ֹכל, ֹיצֵּ

thought comes from the Panim Yafois written by the Hafla'a and the Toiras Moshe written by the Chasam 

Soifer. A Rebbi and a Talmid, although they disagree on what is sort of the punch line of the Vort. 

  

When you look at every Sheivet it says Livnei with a Lamed. The exception is by Sheivet Naftali where it 

says (י ַנְפָתִלי  ?Bnei Naftali in 1:42. Why is Naftali different in that it doesn't say Livnei (ְבנֵּ

  

The Hafla'a says that Moshe Rabbeinu knew the sum total of all the Shevatim that were between the ages 

of 20 and 60 because they had each given a Machatzis Hashekel by the dedication of the Mishkan that had 

just been completed. By counting the Shekalim that was received, Moshe would have known how many 
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people between the ages of 20 and 60 there were. Still we find that Moshe had to count each Sheivet. Once 

having counted the 11 Shevatim, he could have easily have calculated the total for the 12th Sheivet simply 

by taking the total of the 11 Shevatim and subtracting that amount from the total which he knew, and the 

difference would be the amount that constituted the 12th Sheivet which was Sheivet Naftali. Therefore, it 

says Bnei Naftali. So the Hafla'a says that the Bnei Naftali were not counted at all. 

  

 The Chasam Soifer says that the Bnei Naftali were counted just like the other Shevatim as it says ( ְבִמְסַפר

ֹמת  B'mispar Sheimois. So the number was known, however, they actually were counted. The Chasam (שֵּ

Soifer brings a reason for his opinion. The Ramban says on 1:45 י-ַוִיְהיּו ָכל  מה י ְבנֵּ ית ֲאֹבָתם, ִמֶבן -ְפקּודֵּ ל, ְלבֵּ ִיְשָראֵּ

ליֹ -ֶעְשִרים ָשָנה ָוַמְעָלה, ָכל א ָצָבא ְבִיְשָראֵּ  For Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon Hakoihen to come to Klal Yisrael and צֵּ

count was an Ayin Toiv and a blessing to the people. That Ayin Toiv was the entire reason for the counting. 

This is why they didn't appoint people to do the counting and went themselves. This is despite the fact that 

they already knew the total number of people there. For this reason even though the Bnei Naftali's number 

was known they were also counted. ( הרן שידעו הוצרך הכתוב להגיד מספר הכלל לאחר שהגיד הפרטים, כי נצטווה משה וא

מספר מפקד העם, וידעו מספר כל שבט, כי כן דרך המלכים במנותם את העם. ולא הבינותי טעם המצווה הזאת למה ציווה בה 

 .הקב"ה, כי היה צורך שיתייחסו לשבטיהם בעבור הדגלים, אבל ידיעת המספר לא ידעתי למה ציווה שידעו אותו

  

דו אבותיהם מצרימה ועתה הם כחול הים, כך וכך בני עשרים. ואחרי כל דבר ומגפה אולי להודיעם חסדו עליהם כי בשבעים נפש יר

ימנם, להודיע כי הוא משגיא לגויים ימחץ וידיו תרפינה. וזהו שאמרו רבותינו מרוב חבתם מונה אותם כל שעה. ועוד כי הבא לפני 

וחיים, כי בא בסוד העם ובכתב בני ישראל וזכות  אב הנביאים ואחיו קדוש ר' והוא נודע אליהם בשמו יהיה לו בדבר הזה זכות

הרבים במספרם, וכן לכולם זכות במספר שימנו לפני משה ואהרן כי ישימו עליהם עינם לטובה, יבקשו עליהם רחמים, ר' אלרי 

 (אבותיכם יוסף עליכם ככם אלף פעמים ולא ימעיט מספרכם, והשקלים כופר על נפשותיכם

  

Rav Hutner in the Pachad Yitzchok writes that this idea of an Ayin Toiv is the source of all Bracha in Oilam 

Hazeh. When Hashem finished creation in Beraishis 1:31 the Posuk says,  ֲאֶשר ָעָשה, -ָכל-ַוַיְרא ֱאֹלרים ֶאת  לא

 Hashem saw everything that he created and it was exceedingly good ם ַהִשִשיֹבֶקר, יֹו-ֶעֶרב ַוְיִהי-טֹוב ְמֹאד; ַוְיִהי-ְוִהנֵּה

and with that the world was set in place. Rav Hutner says this Ayin Toiv to which the Ramban alludes is 

the blessing from the above mentioned Posuk.  When someone looks at things with a good eye that itself 

gives blessing to the Briyah. 

  

We find this to be the case regarding human beings, their behavior, and their happiness. Human beings who 

have an Ayin Toiv and look at things with a good eye, tend to be happier people and that brings Bracha to 

the world. Human beings who look at the world with an angry eye or a jealous eye, are themselves less 

happy. So the Ramban is telling us this Soid (secret) that an Ayin Toiv brings Bracha and certainly the Ayin 

Toiv of Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon Hakoihen. So the Chasam Soifer is saying it depends on the reason 

for the counting. If you say the reason for the counting is to know the total number than the Hafla'a is correct 

that there was no need to count Sheivet Naftali. However, if you go with the Ramban's Mehaleich that there 

should be an Ayin Toiv for Klal Yisrael than the Bnei Naftali were counted as well. 

  

ית ֲאֹבָתם-ֲעַדת ְבנֵּי-רֹאש ָכל-ְשאּו, ֶאת  ב 3:47 & 1:2 ל, ְלִמְשְפֹחָתם, ְלבֵּ מֹות, ָכל--ִיְשָראֵּ ְלְגֹלָתםָזָכר ְלגֻ -ְבִמְסַפר שֵּ   The Posuk says 

L'gulgiloisam by each Sheivet. However, when the Leviim are counted the Posuk does not use 

L'gulgiloisam. R' Yonason Eibishitz explains that L'gulgiloisam means to their heads. The question is, if 

you have a person with 2 heads how would he be counted in this counting, as one person or as two? 

Logically, he should be counted as one. However, the word L'gulgiloisam implies that he is counted as two. 

  

There is a concept by Traifois that if someone has an extra limb it affects him as if that original limb was 

missing. So for example if someone has two heads the understanding is that he is a Traifa as he could not 

survive. Therefore, by the other Shevatim that were counted from the age of 20 and older, if someone had 

been born with two heads he would not be alive at the age of 20. So the expression L'gulgiloisam is very 

appropriate. The Leviim however, that are counted from the age of 30 days, it is theoretically possible that 
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there would be someone with two heads and therefore the L'gulgiloisam method of counting would be 

inaccurate and that is why the Posuk doesn't use that term. 

  

1:1 The question of the week is based on the first Rashi of the Parsha,  וידבר. במדבר סיני באחד לחדש: וגו' מתוך

מנאן, וכשנפלו בעגל מנאן לידע מנין הנותרים. כשבא להשרות שכינתו עליהן חיבתן לפניו מונה אותם כל שעה, כשיצאו ממצרים 

 Rashi says that when Hashem came to put the Shechina upon  מנאן. באחד בניסן הוקם המשכן, ובאחד באייר מנאם

them, he counted them. The Shechina came down on the first day of Nissan, however, the counting wasn't 

until the first day of Iyar. How could Rashi explain that when Hashem came to put his Shechina on them 

he counted them, if it was after the Hashra'as Hashechina that they were counted? Rashi seems to be 

inconsistent. 

  

Someone had offered Rebbi a Teretz that was found in Rav Aaron Lopiansky's Sefer on Chumash. The 

Gemara says in Maseches Bava Basra says that when it comes to collecting taxes, a person is considered a 

resident after living in the city for 30 days. So the Shechina came down to reside by Klal Yisrael on Rosh 

Chodesh Nissan and 30 days later on Rosh Chodesh Iyar, Klal Yisrael was counted. 

  

This Dvar Torah is on Megillas Rus. The Pesukim are 3:15 - 3:17 ָבּה-ָעַלִיְך ְוֶאֳחִזי-ַויֹאֶמר, ָהִבי ַהִמְטַפַחת ֲאֶשר  טו--

שַותֹא ת ָכל--ָלּה-ַאְת ִבִתי; ַוַתֶגד-ֲחמֹוָתּה, ַותֹאֶמר, ִמי-ַוָתבֹוא, ֶאל  ְשֹעִרים ַוָיֶשת ָעֶליָה, ַוָיבֹא ָהִעיר טז-ֶחז ָבּה; ַוָיָמד שֵּ ָלּה, -ֲאֶשר ָעָשה-אֵּ

ש  ָהִאיש יז ֶלה ָנַתן ִלי:-ַותֹאֶמר, שֵּ יָקם ֶאל-ַלי(, ַאל)אֵּ      ִכי ָאַמר  ַהְשֹעִרים ָהאֵּ ְך-ָתבֹוִאי רֵּ ֲחמֹותֵּ   Rus gets up after being assured 

by Boaz that she would get married the next day. She is sent home with six measures of barley. When Rus 

gets home she tells her mother in law that these six measures of barley were given to her by Boaz to give 

to Naomi in order that she doesn't come home empty handed.  As Boaz never mentioned that he specifically 

is giving the barley to Rus to give to Naomi how could Rus say to Naomi that Boaz sent the barley for her? 

Rashi on the Posuk says that the reason for the six measures of barley is, it is impossible to say six seah, 

because it is not customary for a woman to carry such a load; it refers literally to six barleycorns, and he 

hinted to her that a son who would be blessed with six blessings was destined to emerge from her. [The 

blessings are:] (Isa. 11:2): ָצה ּוְגבּוָרה, רּוַח ַדַעת, ְוִיְרַאת ְירָור--ְוָנָחה ָעָליו, רּוַח ְירָור  ב רּוַח ָחְכָמה ּוִביָנה, רּוַח עֵּ   "a spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, counsel and heroism, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord," [referring to 

the King Messiah]. 

  

Our Minhag is that a Chassan and Kallah fast on the day of their wedding. Perhaps this is a Mekoir for that 

fast. Rus received the barley and knew that by the next evening she would be married. So was the barley 

for her to eat? Boaz had assured her that she would get married the next day. A Kallah fasts on her wedding 

day. So Mimeila she understood that the barley was meant for her mother in law. Perhaps it is a Remez here 

for her fasting. 

  

A second possibility is, we know that there is a dictum that Muttar L'shanois Mipnei Hashalom. You are 

allowed to lie for peace. Certainly when it comes to in-law situations it would be a worthy situation to lie 

to be Mechaveiv one person to another. Here Rus was living in Naomi's home, and now Boaz would come 

and sort of take Rus away. So Rus perhaps was Meshane Mipnei Hashalom and said this barley was sent 

for you from Boaz. Rus wanted to be Mechaveiv the relationship between Boaz and Naomi.   

   

  

Rabbi Reisman - Shavuos 5769 
  

Rebbi went through 10 questions on Megillas Rus. This Shiur was given on Thursday Erev Shavuos. 

  

1.         We all know that we learn from Rus that Moavi V'lo Moavis that Rus was able to marry into Klal 

Yisrael. However, the Gemara in the first Perek in Maseches Sotah says that Rus was the daughter of Egloin 

who was the son of Balak. As a matter of fact, in Nazir it says that the Schar that Balak got for 42 Korbanois 

that he brought was Zoche that Rus was a descendent of his. The problem with this is that in Parshas Balak 
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where it mentions that Balak was Melech in Moav Ba'eis Hahi, Rashi mentions that Balak was really from 

Midyan. Since there was no one worthy of being Melech in Moav, Balak was appointed. So Kumt Ois, 

Balak was a Midyani and not a Moavi. The Mishnah says in the last Perek in Kiddushin, that by the Umos, 

we go after the father. So if Balak was the father of Eglon who was the father of Rus, Rus was a Midyanis 

and not a Moavis. Im Kein the whole premise of Moavi V'lo Moavis is a Tzorech Iyun Gadol. 

  

2.         In 2:15 ( ט; ַוְיַצו ֹבַעז ֶאת ין ָהעֳ -ַוָתָקם, ְלַלקֵּ אֹמר, ַגם בֵּ טְנָעָריו לֵּ ְולֹא ַתְכִלימּוהָ --ָמִרים ְתַלקֵּ ) Boaz instructs his Niarim 

to help Rus as it says Shechoach Tishkachu. She came to collect from the Leket, Shichah, and Peah. Rashi 

says Asu Atzmichem K'ilu Atem Shokchim. That you should pretend that you are forgetting and she will 

think that it is Shichah and she will take and in that way she is getting the Tzedaka B'derech Kavod. The 

Kasha is that Leket, Shichah, and Peah is Patur from Terumos and Maasros. If someone gives someone as 

a gift it is not Patur from Terumos and Maasros. If so, Asu Atzmichem K'ilu Atem Shokchim, if they are 

going to pretend to forget it then it is really Tevel and when she takes it she is taking Tevel. L'chora it is 

Shelo K'din what they are doing and I believe we found this Kasha in the Rashash on Maseches 

Peah.  Tzorech Iyun Gadol. 

  

3.         In 4:2 Boaz is ready to get married and the Posuk says (ַוִיַקח ֲעָשָרה ֲאָנִשים, ִמִזְקנֵּי ָהִעיר) he takes ten 

people. The Gemara in Maseches Kesuvos 7b says that Mikan we learn out that you need a Minyan for 

Birchas Nisuin. In order to get married you have to have a Minyan of people. The Gemara says that by 

Birchas Chasanim Bo'in Asara and the Choson counts as one of the ten. Here it says ( ַוִיַקח ֲעָשָרה ֲאָנִשים, ִמִזְקנֵּי

 that there were ten people besides for the Choson (Boaz) himself. However, this should be a Limud (ָהִעיר

that you should need ten people and the Choson should not count as one of the ten. When this was asked 

B'rabbim someone said that it is the Pnei Yehoshua's Kasha in Maseches Kesuvos, however, the Kasha is 

still a Shtarka Kasha. 

  

4.         The whole scene that Rus and Naomi were coming and that they were poor and they came back as 

it says in 1:21 (יָקם ֱהִשיַבִני ְירָור  Raikam Hashivani Hashem. In Yeshiva we are learning Maseches Kesuvos (ְורֵּ

this year and we know that every woman has a Kesuba. Many Rishonim hold that a Kesuba is D'oraissa so 

it had to exist in the time of Naomi. So Rus had a Kesuba and Naomi had a Kesuba . Ai you will say that 

the husband was poor and they had nothing from which to take from for the Kesuba. That is not true.  Every 

man owned Karka in Eretz Yisrael and that Karka in Eretz Yisrael is Mishubad to the Kesuba so then it 

would come out that they had a right to Karka in Eretz Yisrael. It says B'feirush in 4:3 ( ֶחְלַקת ַהָשֶדה, ֲאֶשר

ה מֹוָאב  ְלָאִחינּו ֶלֱאִליֶמֶלְך: ָמְכָרה ָנֳעִמי, ַהָשָבה ִמְשדֵּ ). It seems as if Naomi was able to sell the field. How was she 

able to sell the field it only can be Mitoras Kesuba. So Rus was also entitled to a Kesuba. So why are they 

collecting Leket, Shichah, and Peah if they are entitled to a Kesuba they have no right to collect Leket, 

Shichah, and Peah. They really did have money. 

  

5.         The Gemara learns out that a person should have respect for his father in law. Pashtus the Gemara 

is saying that it is the same as a father, Kibbud Av. The Gemara learns that from Dovid Hamelech because 

Shaul in Shmuel I 24:4 ( ַבָלט--ְלָשאּול-ַהְמִעיל ֲאֶשר-ְכַנף-ַוָיָקם ָדִוד, ַוִיְכֹרת ֶאת ) after he rips off or cuts off the Beged 

he says in 24:11 take a look I cut it off and I could have killed you ( ה ה ֶאת--ְוָאִבי ְראֵּ ְכַנף ְמִעיְלָך, ְבָיִדי: ִכי -ַגם ְראֵּ

ין ְבָיִדי ָרָעה -ְבָכְרִתי ֶאת ה ִכי אֵּ ַנְפִשי, ְלַקְחָתּה-ְוַאָתה ֹצֶדה ֶאת--ָחָטאִתי ָלְך-ָוֶפַשע ְולֹאְכַנף ְמִעיְלָך ְולֹא ֲהַרְגִתיָך, ַדע ּוְראֵּ ). The Kasha 

is why do you have to go there, throughout the book of Rus, Naomi refers to Rus as Biti (my 

daughter).  Look at 1:11 for example (ַותֹאֶמר ָנֳעִמי ֹשְבָנה ְבֹנַתי). Why don't you learn out from Rus which is 

earlier than Dovid. Bichlal it doesn't make sense because Dovid called Shaul (ָאִבי) because he was his father 

in law. If you remember from Tanach, Shaul held that the Kedushin of Dovid to his daughter was a 

Kiddushin that didn't take effect. Shaul held that it was not a Kiddushin. He said the Kiddushin to Dovid is 

nothing. So Bichlal it is a Pliya, we are learning it out from a place that is difficult and not from Rus where 

it seems to make much more sense. 
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6.         There is a Pliya in Posuk 4:11. There is a Beracha to Naomi and Rus and there the Lashon of the 

Posuk is ( ן י רָור ֶאת ָאה-ָהִאָשה ַהָבָאה ֶאל-ִיתֵּ ל ּוְכלֵּ יֶתָך, ְכָרחֵּ בֵּ ). What happened to Sara and Rivka? The Medrash says 

that Avraham didn't have all good children because of Yishmael so we don't say K'sara and because of 

Eisav we don't say K'rivka. It is funny that we give a Beracha to a daughter Y'simcha Elokim K'sara, Rivka, 

Rachel, V'leah where there is a B'feirush a Posuk that the Nussach of a Beracha is ( ן י רָור ֶאת ָהִאָשה ַהָבָאה -ִיתֵּ

ָאה-ֶאל ל ּוְכלֵּ יֶתָך, ְכָרחֵּ בֵּ ). There must be some Cheshbon that is unique to Rus otherwise it is Shver. Tzorech 

Iyun Gadol on the Shinui of these Pesukim. 

  

7.         One of the strongest Kashas that I ever had on Megillas Rus is not from what it says in Rus but from 

what is missing. What do I mean? We learned in Yeshiva in Parshas Shemos 1:21 the Posuk ( ,ַוַיַעש ָלֶהם

 Vayas Lahem Batim. That because Yocheved and Miriam were Moser Nefesh they got Batim. What (ָבִתים

are Batim? They were Zoche to Batei Kehunah and Batei Malchus. Batei Kehunah through Yocheved, then 

went Aaron and Batei Malchus through Miriam who married Caleiv from who Bais Dovid came. It is a 

Pele. If you read the last few Pesukim of Megillas Rus it counts all the generations from Peretz all the way 

down to Dovid, 10 generations, Nachshon is there. But Caleiv is not there. What happened to Caleiv? It is 

a Pliya as how could the Gemara in Sota say that Miriam married Caleiv and Malchus Bais Dovid came 

from them, it is not true, Malchus Bais Dovid did not come from Caleiv. Maybe you will say that Caleiv 

had another name as we find often in Tanach. However, in Divrei Hayamim it says that Caleiv had a brother 

Ram and Ram is listed in this list of the 10 generations. Pilei Pilayim, it is one of the Shtarkest Kashas on 

the Megillah or you can call it a Kasha on the Gemara. 

  

8.         3:7 ( ָמה; ַוָתבֹא ַבָלט, וַ  ה ָהֲערֵּ ְתַגל ַמְרְגֹלָתיו ַוִתְשָכבַויֹאַכל ֹבַעז ַויְֵּשְת, ַוִייַטב ִלבֹו, ַוָיבֹא, ִלְשַכב ִבְקצֵּ ) The Rambam says 

that a person shouldn't eat and then go to sleep he should wait 3 hours between eating and going to sleep. 

Mistama he means eating a meal. The Posuk says by Boaz that he ate and drank, he was satisfied and he 

went to sleep. It seems to be a Stira to this Rambam . I guess if you know about this Rambam than it is a 

Kasha and if you have never heard of it then it is not so Shver. 

  

9.         In the same Posuk as the last Kasha we have another Kasha. Why was Boaz sleeping (ָמה ה ָהֲערֵּ  ?(ִבְקצֵּ

The reason he was sleeping this way is because there were Ganavim in that generation and he came to guard 

the Gorem from the Ganavim. This is what it says in the Gemara. It is a Pele as he comes to guard it and 

then Rus comes in comes over to him and he is not even aware of it, he is not even awake. What type of 

guarding was this? 

  

10.       Finally the last Kasha of today. Why was Megillas Rus written by Shmuel Hanavi. Shmuel Hanavi 

was many generations later. Boaz had Oved, had Yishai, had Dovid. Why was it written 4 generations later? 

There is a beautiful introduction of the Bach. The Bach's Pirush on Megillas Rus Maishiv Nefesh is the 

most beautiful of all the Derushim and in it he says an interesting Yesod. The Bach says that when Dovid 

killed Goliath, the Gemara says that Shaul asked who is this person as it says in Shmuel I 17:58 ( ִמי ַאָתה -ֶבן

 The Gemara says he asked if he is Raui for Malchus and says no because he married a Moavis so he .(ַהָנַער

is Posul. The Gemara says that Kach Mikublani Mibais Dino Shel Shmuel that he is Kosher. So they sent 

a letter to Shmuel asking if he is Kosher or not and Shmuel sent a Teshuva. The Teshuva was 85 sentences 

long and it was Megillas Rus. It was a Teshuva that was sent to be Machshir Dovid. You know that every 

time you look in the Igros Moshe in a Teshuva you look at the end for the Psak and Rus Takke ends with 

( ָדִוד-ְוִיַשי הֹוִליד ֶאת ) to tell us  that Boaz Paskened that this was all Muttar. 

  

The Ikkur of Mattan Torah is that the Torah was given as it says in Maseches Berachos 22a (13 lines from 

the top) (באימה וביראה וברתת ובזיע) B'aima, B'yira, B'reses, Uv'zia it was given with Yira and not just with 

Ahavah. That is why it is a Kasha in Shemoneh Esrei on Yom Tov we don't say B'ahavah unless it is Chal 

on Shabbos then we add B'ahava. Why is Shabbos B'ahava and not Yom Tov B'ahava? It says in Siman 

487 I believe in the Levush that the reason is because Shabbos was given in Marah so it was given B'ahavah, 

Yom Tov was given at Har Sinai. Har Sinai it was as it says in Maseches Shabbos 88a (18 lines from the 
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top) (שכפה הקב"ה עליהם את ההר כגיגית) Kafa Aleihem Har K'gigis, where it was given ( באימה וביראה וברתת

 Chazal say that the Torah is given Lo Lehenes Nitnu Ela L'ol Al Tzavoro. We like to learn with .(ובזיע

Ahavah with Simcha and with a Geshmak but it is not enough. Kabblas Hatorah at Sinai is that even if it 

comes a time in life where we don't have a Geshmak and we don't have an Ahavah so if you are just Oved 

Hashem B'ahavah it is going to disappear. The Avdus has to be also (באימה וביראה וברתת ובזיע). Chazal say 

that you have to learn the Torah the way it was given (באימה וביראה וברתת ובזיע) which is an important lesson 

to feel the Ol Malchus Shamayim. I remember my father Olav Hashalom, the years that he went to work at 

4:15 in the morning to bake, people want fresh Danishes in the morning and fresh bread, he would always 

say that when he could afford to get someone else to bake he would go to learn at that time. I am talking 

about 10 - 20 years that he said this. Had he been M'yaish then he would have never done it. 20 years later 

when the time came and he was able to do it he went and he started to learn at that time in the morning. 

That attitude of Ol Al Tzavoro even when you don't have a Geshmak but you feel the Achrayos that is 

Kabbalas Hatorah. 

  

I have a Mispalel that used to attend all of my Shiurim. He once told me that he would go to Rav Avigdor 

Miller's Gemara Shiur and at the Gemara Shiur he would fall asleep. He once apologized to Rabbi Miller, 

he said I have a government job in the morning until 4 PM and then I go and teach in the Yeshiva and I 

have a third job as well and he was exhausted. Rabbi Miller told him it is ok even if you fall asleep just 

don't stop coming to the Shiur. This man retired at age 65 and went to Eretz Yisrael and joined a Kollel 

there and he and his grandson are in the same Kollel. Had he when he fell asleep and didn't have a Geshmak 

in his learning been M'yaish 20 - 30 years ago, he wouldn't have even had any Shaichus to learning. Because 

of Rabbi Miller's Chochmo this man remained with the Ol Al Tzavoro even when there was no Geshmak. 

That is the Ol of Learning. 

  

Leil Shavuos there is a Minhag by Klal Yisrael to stay up. People tell me it is not K'dai to stay up I have no 

Koach and I fall asleep, I will do it the next day, I will go Learn in the afternoon. Let me tell you I stay up 

Shavuos by night, the next day I usually eat the Seuda at 1:00, I try to be in Shul by 3:00. When I am in 

Shul at 3:00 there are not too many people there. The people who stayed up are there. The people who did 

not stay up are not the ones there at 3:00 either. Even if you stay up on Shavuos night and it is difficult and 

you Drimmel a little you should know that the point is the Ol Al Tzavoro, the Ol Hatorah, the Achrayos of 

Torah that a person feels. Chazal have a Peledicka Lashon, they say the Tal Hatichiya is from Talmidei 

Chachamim who fall asleep over a Sefer and the saliva drools from their mouth onto the Sefer. Chazal use 

a Lashon that this is a Tal of Techiyas Hamaisim. What do you mean Tal from falling asleep over a Sefer 

you shouldn't try to fall asleep Chas V'shalom? It means that they push themselves and they feel the Ol Al 

Tzavoro without the Geshmak and from that they have a big Cheilek in the Kabbalas Hatorah that is the 

Kafa Aleihem Har K'gigis. This Yom Tov should be a Geshmake Kabblas Hatorah to everyone with a 

Chizuk in Limud Hatorah. 

  

   

Rabbi Reisman - Parshas Bamidbar 5769 
  

We find in the Parsha in 2:32 ( י ְבנֵּי ֶלה ְפקּודֵּ ית ֲאֹבָתם: ָכל-אֵּ ל, ְלבֵּ י ַהַמֲחֹנת, ְלִצְבֹאָתם-ִיְשָראֵּ ש--ְפקּודֵּ אֹות ֶאֶלף ּוְשֹלֶשת -שֵּ מֵּ

אֹות ַוֲחִמִשים ש מֵּ ) we see that there were 603,550 Yidden. In 3:43 ,(ֲאָלִפים, ַוֲחמֵּ ֹמת, ִמֶבן-ַוְיִהי ָכל -ְבכֹור ָזָכר ְבִמְסַפר שֵּ

יֶהם: ְשַנִים ְוֶעְשִרים ֶאֶלף, ְשֹלָשה ְוִשְבִעים ּוָמאָתִים--ֹחֶדש ָוַמְעָלה ִלְפֻקדֵּ ), we see that there were 22,273 Bechoirim. The 

ratio of Bechoirim to men is 1 to 30. In other words, in that group of between the ages of 20 and 60, for 

every Bechor, there were 30 other men. That ratio means every person had 30 siblings. Now if you would 

tell me that there were sometimes women that were born first, then I can say if there were another 22,000 

women born first then there were another 600,000 women in Klal Yisrael. It wouldn't change the ratio 

which is 1 to 30, and that is extraordinary. So every person had 30 siblings. Maybe you will say it is not 

shver as they gave birth 6 at a time. If we look at 3:39 ( י ַהְלִוִים ֲאֶשר ָפַקד ֹמֶשה ְוַאֲהֹרן, ַעל-ָכל ְלִמְשְפֹחָתם: --ִפי ְירָור-ְפקּודֵּ

ֹחֶדש ָוַמְעָלה, ְשַנִים ְוֶעְשִרים ָאֶלף-ָזָכר ִמֶבן-ָכל ), we see that there were 22,000 Leviim. As Rashi brings down ( שנים
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ועשרים אלף: ובפרטן אתה מוצא שלש מאות יתרים, בני גרשון שבעת אלפים וחמש מאות, בני קהת שמונת אלפים ושש מאות, בני 

מררי ששת אלפים ומאתים, ]הרי שנים ועשרים אלף ושלש מאות[. ולמה לא כללן עם השאר ויפדו את הבכורות, ולא יהיו זקוקים 

בכורות העודפים על המנין לפדיון, אמרו רבותינו במסכת בכורות )בכורות ה א( אותן שלש מאות לוים  השלשה ושבעים ומאתים

אותן שלש ) ,from Maseches Bechoirois 5a about 14 lines from the top (בכורות היו ודים שיפקיעו עצמם מן הפדיון

לבכור שיפקיע קדושת עצמו מאות בכורות היו ואין בכור מפקיע בכור מאי טעמא אמר אביי דיו ) there were 300 Leviim that 

were Bechoirim. This poses a real problem as the ratio is 1 Levi Bechor for every 73 male siblings. Leviim 

did not have the Bracha of Shisha B'kerem Echad so you can't attribute it to that? 

  

In the Ma'ayon Beis Hasho'aiva, from Rav Schwab on page # 305, he says it must be that there were a great 

proportion of families that had daughters that were born first. So it was not the same amount of women 

born first as men born first. We know, Bas Techila Siman Yafa L'bonim, part of the Bracha is Bas Techila. 

This was a generation that had Bracha. So it must be that this generation had a disproportionate amount of 

daughters born first. So if there were 22,000 men Leviim, there most probably was 22,000 women Bas 

Leviim, however, there were many more first born Bas Leviim, and this would even out the Cheshbon. 

  

The Parsha counts the 48 cities of the Leviim. If there are 12 Shevatim, then every Sheivet should have to 

give 4 cities. The Posuk says in Bamidbar 35:8 ( ת ַהְמַעט ַתְמִעיטּומֵּ  אֵּ ת ָהַרב ַתְרבּו, ּומֵּ אֵּ ) Mai'ais Horav Tarbu Maiais 

Ham'at Tam'itu, it was given according to how much land they Yarshined. It would average out to 4 per 

Sheivet. In Yehoshua Perek 21, it lists how many cities were given by each Sheivet.  Every Sheivet gave 4 

cities except for Naftali who gave 3 cities. Sheivet Yehuda gave 5. Sheivet Naftali was not the smallest 

Sheivet, why did they only give 3 cities? 

  

Rav Belsky, answers that we find that Sheivet Naftali had beautiful fields and that Sheivet Zevulun who is 

the neighbor was jealous that they only got mountains and valleys where it is hard to plant. The land had 

been divided according to value not according to size, so Sheivet Naftali got a smaller piece of land because 

of its higher value. So it makes sense that when it came time to give land to the Leviim, that Sheivet Naftali 

would give a smaller piece of land than the other Shevotim. 

  

We count days and weeks when it comes to Sefira. When we count, we say this is the first day, it is the 

beginning of that day, however, by weeks, we wait until the week is finished before saying that week, 

instead of saying this is the first day of the first week. Why is there this difference between days and weeks? 

  

In Megillas Rus we read that Naomi says to her daughter in laws to go back. She says am I going to have 

any more children that you will wait for them to do Yibum? The first question that Rashi asks is, if there is 

a child born later then it is Eishes Achiv Sheloi Haya B'oilamoi, in which case there is no Yibum. So even 

if she had more children there would not be Yibum. Yibum is only by a brother from the same father, so 

what is the whole discussion of Naomi if she would have more children? 

  

In Parshas Bamidbar we learn that Hashem is Makpid on the different Degalim, that each Sheivet should 

live in his designated Degel area. It is a Mitzvois Asei that is mentioned numerous times.  The Sfas Emes 

says that when the Toirah was offered to each of the Umois, we know that Eisav had his problem, Yishmael 

had his problem. Which Mitzvah is Klal Yisrael's Nisayoin? Before Matan Toirah, Hashem tells Moshe 

Rabbeinu a few times to warn Klal Yisrael not to come close to Har Sinai. The Sfas Emes says the Nisayoin 

of Klal Yisrael is that they have to know where they don't belong and they should know their own Madreiga. 

People have big Chaloimois about being big Talmidei Chachamim and at times it depresses them when 

they see that they can't attain that Madreiga. People who are out working remember the times in Yeshiva 

when they had much more time to spend learning. You have to accomplish with what you have in the 

greatest Madreiga, not what you once had. With the Degalim as well, each person had to be where he was 

supposed to be and not cross over the line. 
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Rabbi Reisman – Shavuos 5769 

Rebbi went through 10 questions on Megillas Rus. This Shiur was given on Thursday Erev Shavuos.  

1. We all know that we learn from Rus that Moavi V’lo Moavis that Rus was able to marry into Klal 

Yisrael. However, the Gemara in the first Perek in Maseches Sotah says that Rus was the daughter 

of Egloin who was the son of Balak. As a matter of fact, in Nazir it says that the Schar that Balak 

got for 42 Korbanois that he brought was Zoche that Rus was a descendent of his. The problem 

with this is that in Parshas Balak where it mentions that Balak was Melech in Moav Ba’eis Hahi, 

Rashi mentions that Balak was really from Midyan. Since there was no one worthy of being Melech 

in Moav, Balak was appointed. So Kumt Ois, Balak was a Midyani and not a Moavi. The Mishnah 

says in the last Perek in Kiddushin, that by the Umos, we go after the father. So if Balak was the 

father of Eglon who was the father of Rus, Rus was a Midyanis and not a Moavis. Im Kein the 

whole premise of Moavi V’lo Moavis is a Tzorech Iyun Gadol. 

2. In 2:15 ( ַעז ֶאת ט; ַוְיַצו בֹּ ם, ְלַלקֵּ קָּ ט-ַותָּ ִרים ְתַלקֵּ ֳעמָּ ין הָּ ר, ַגם בֵּ אמֹּ יו לֵּ רָּ ֹּא ַתְכִלימּוהָּ --ְנעָּ ְול ) Boaz instructs his 

Niarim to help Rus as it says Shechoach Tishkachu. She came to collect from the Leket, Shichah, 

and Peah. Rashi says Asu Atzmichem K’ilu Atem Shokchim. That you should pretend that you are 

forgetting and she will think that it is Shichah and she will take and in that way she is getting the 

Tzedaka B’derech Kavod. The Kasha is that Leket, Shichah, and Peah is Patur from Terumos and 

Maasros. If someone gives someone as a gift it is not Patur from Terumos and Maasros. If so, Asu 

Atzmichem K’ilu Atem Shokchim, if they are going to pretend to forget it then it is really Tevel 

and when she takes it she is taking Tevel. L’chora it is Shelo K’din what they are doing and I 

believe we found this Kasha in the Rashash on Maseches Peah.  Tzorech Iyun Gadol.  

3. In 4:2 Boaz is ready to get married and the Posuk says (ִעיר ה ֲאנִָּשים, ִמִזְקנֵּי הָּ רָּ  he takes ten (ַוִיַקח ֲעשָּ

people. The Gemara in Maseches Kesuvos 7b says that Mikan we learn out that you need a Minyan 

for Birchas Nisuin. In order to get married you have to have a Minyan of people. The Gemara says 

that by Birchas Chasanim Bo’in Asara and the Choson counts as one of the ten. Here it says ( ַוִיַקח

ִעיר ה ֲאנִָּשים, ִמִזְקנֵּי הָּ רָּ  .that there were ten people besides for the Choson (Boaz) himself (ֲעשָּ

However, this should be a Limud that you should need ten people and the Choson should not count 

as one of the ten. When this was asked B’rabbim someone said that it is the Pnei Yehoshua’s Kasha 

in Maseches Kesuvos, however, the Kasha is still a Shtarka Kasha. 

4.  The whole scene that Rus and Naomi were coming and that they were poor and they came back as 

it says in 1:21 ( ם ֱהִשיַבִני ְירוָּ  יקָּ רְורֵּ ) Raikam Hashivani Hashem. In Yeshiva we are learning Maseches 

Kesuvos this year and we know that every woman has a Kesuba. Many Rishonim hold that a Kesuba 

is D’oraissa so it had to exist in the time of Naomi. So Rus had a Kesuba and Naomi had a Kesuba 

. Ai you will say that the husband was poor and they had nothing from which to take from for the 

Kesuba. That is not true.  Every man owned Karka in Eretz Yisrael and that Karka in Eretz Yisrael 

is Mishubad to the Kesuba so then it would come out that they had a right to Karka in Eretz Yisrael. 

It says B’feirush in 4:3 ( ִחינּו ֶלֱאִליֶמֶלְך: ֶדה, ֲאֶשר ְלאָּ ב  ֶחְלַקת ַהשָּ ה מֹואָּ ה ִמְשדֵּ בָּ ה נֳָּעִמי, ַהשָּ ְכרָּ מָּ ). It 

seems as if Naomi was able to sell the field. How was she able to sell the field it only can be Mitoras 

Kesuba. So Rus was also entitled to a Kesuba. So why are they collecting Leket, Shichah, and Peah 

if they are entitled to a Kesuba they have no right to collect Leket, Shichah, and Peah. They really 

did have money.  
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5. The Gemara learns out that a person should have respect for his father in law. Pashtus the Gemara 

is saying that it is the same as a father, Kibbud Av. The Gemara learns that from Dovid Hamelech 

because Shaul in Shmuel I 24:4 ( ִוד, ַוִיְכרֹּת ֶאת ם דָּ אּול-ַהְמִעיל ֲאֶשר-ְכַנף-ַויָּקָּ ט--ְלשָּ ַבלָּ ) after he rips off 

or cuts off the Beged he says in 24:11 take a look I cut it off and I could have killed you ( ה ִבי ְראֵּ -ְואָּ

ה ֶאת- ְר -ַגם ְראֵּ ֹּא-ִתי ֶאתְכַנף ְמִעיְלָך, ְביִָּדי: ִכי ְבכָּ ה וֶָּפַשע ְול עָּ ין ְביִָּדי רָּ ה ִכי אֵּ ֹּא ֲהַרְגִתיָך, ַדע ּוְראֵּ -ְכַנף ְמִעיְלָך ְול

ְך אִתי לָּ טָּ ֶדה ֶאת--חָּ ה צֹּ ּה-ְוַאתָּ ַנְפִשי, ְלַקְחתָּ ). The Kasha is why do you have to go there, throughout the 

book of Rus, Naomi refers to Rus as Biti (my daughter).  Look at 1:11 for example ( ַותֹּאֶמר נֳָּעִמי

ַתי ְבנָּה ְבנֹּ  Why don’t you learn out from Rus which is earlier than Dovid. Bichlal it doesn’t make .(שֹּ

sense because Dovid called Shaul (ִבי  because he was his father in law. If you remember from (אָּ

Tanach, Shaul held that the Kedushin of Dovid to his daughter was a Kiddushin that didn’t take 

effect. Shaul held that it was not a Kiddushin. He said the Kiddushin to Dovid is nothing. So Bichlal 

it is a Pliya, we are learning it out from a place that is difficult and not from Rus where it seems to 

make much more sense.  

6. There is a Pliya in Posuk 4:11. There is a Beracha to Naomi and Rus and there the Lashon of the 

Posuk is ( ן י רוָּר ֶאת ה ֶאל-ִיתֵּ אָּ ה ַהבָּ ִאשָּ ה-הָּ אָּ ל ּוְכלֵּ חֵּ יֶתָך, ְכרָּ בֵּ ). What happened to Sara and Rivka? The 

Medrash says that Avraham didn’t have all good children because of Yishmael so we don’t say 

K’sara and because of Eisav we don’t say K’rivka. It is funny that we give a Beracha to a daughter 

Y’simcha Elokim K’sara, Rivka, Rachel, V’leah where there is a B’feirush a Posuk that the 

Nussach of a Beracha is ( ן י רוָּר ֶאת ה ֶאל-ִיתֵּ אָּ ה ַהבָּ ִאשָּ ה-הָּ אָּ ל ּוְכלֵּ חֵּ יֶתָך, ְכרָּ בֵּ ). There must be some 

Cheshbon that is unique to Rus otherwise it is Shver. Tzorech Iyun Gadol on the Shinui of these 

Pesukim.  

7. One of the strongest Kashas that I ever had on Megillas Rus is not from what it says in Rus but 

from what is missing. What do I mean? We learned in Yeshiva in Parshas Shemos 1:21 the Posuk 

ִתים) ֶהם, בָּ  Vayas Lahem Batim. That because Yocheved and Miriam were Moser Nefesh (ַוַיַעש לָּ

they got Batim. What are Batim? They were Zoche to Batei Kehunah and Batei Malchus. Batei 

Kehunah through Yocheved, then went Aaron and Batei Malchus through Miriam who married 

Caleiv from who Bais Dovid came. It is a Pele. If you read the last few Pesukim of Megillas Rus it 

counts all the generations from Peretz all the way down to Dovid, 10 generations, Nachshon is 

there. But Caleiv is not there. What happened to Caleiv? It is a Pliya as how could the Gemara in 

Sota say that Miriam married Caleiv and Malchus Bais Dovid came from them, it is not true, 

Malchus Bais Dovid did not come from Caleiv. Maybe you will say that Caleiv had another name 

as we find often in Tanach. However, in Divrei Hayamim it says that Caleiv had a brother Ram and 

Ram is listed in this list of the 10 generations. Pilei Pilayim, it is one of the Shtarkest Kashas on 

the Megillah or you can call it a Kasha on the Gemara. 

8. 3:7 ( ַעז ֹּאַכל בֹּ יו ַוִתְשכָּב ַוי ט, ַוְתַגל ַמְרְגֹלתָּ בֹּא ַבלָּ ה; ַותָּ מָּ ֲערֵּ ה הָּ ְשְת, ַוִייַטב ִלבֹו, ַויָּבֹּא, ִלְשַכב ִבְקצֵּ ַויֵּ ) The 

Rambam says that a person shouldn’t eat and then go to sleep he should wait 3 hours between 

eating and going to sleep. Mistama he means eating a meal. The Posuk says by Boaz that he ate 

and drank, he was satisfied and he went to sleep. It seems to be a Stira to this Rambam . I guess if 

you know about this Rambam than it is a Kasha and if you have never heard of it then it is not so 

Shver.  
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9. In the same Posuk as the last Kasha we have another Kasha. Why was Boaz sleeping ( ה ִבְקצֵּ

ה מָּ ֲערֵּ  The reason he was sleeping this way is because there were Ganavim in that generation ?(הָּ

and he came to guard the Gorem from the Ganavim. This is what it says in the Gemara. It is a Pele 

as he comes to guard it and then Rus comes in comes over to him and he is not even aware of it, he 

is not even awake. What type of guarding was this? 

10. Finally the last Kasha of today. Why was Megillas Rus written by Shmuel Hanavi. Shmuel Hanavi 

was many generations later. Boaz had Oved, had Yishai, had Dovid. Why was it written 4 

generations later? There is a beautiful introduction of the Bach. The Bach’s Pirush on Megillas Rus 

Maishiv Nefesh is the most beautiful of all the Derushim and in it he says an interesting Yesod. 

The Bach says that when Dovid killed Goliath, the Gemara says that Shaul asked who is this person 

as it says in Shmuel I 17:58 ( ה ַהנַָּער-ֶבן ִמי ַאתָּ ). The Gemara says he asked if he is Raui for Malchus 

and says no because he married a Moavis so he is Posul. The Gemara says that Kach Mikublani 

Mibais Dino Shel Shmuel that he is Kosher. So they sent a letter to Shmuel asking if he is Kosher 

or not and Shmuel sent a Teshuva. The Teshuva was 85 sentences long and it was Megillas Rus. It 

was a Teshuva that was sent to be Machshir Dovid. You know that every time you look in the Igros 

Moshe in a Teshuva you look at the end for the Psak and Rus Takke ends with ( ִוד-ְוִיַשי הֹוִליד ֶאת דָּ ) 

to tell us  that Boaz Paskened that this was all Muttar.  

The Ikkur of Mattan Torah is that the Torah was given as it says in Maseches Berachos 22a (13 lines from 

the top) (באימה וביראה וברתת ובזיע) B’aima, B’yira, B’reses, Uv’zia it was given with Yira and not just 

with Ahavah. That is why it is a Kasha in Shemoneh Esrei on Yom Tov we don’t say B’ahavah unless it is 

Chal on Shabbos then we add B’ahava. Why is Shabbos B’ahava and not Yom Tov B’ahava? It says in 

Siman 487 I believe in the Levush that the reason is because Shabbos was given in Marah so it was given 

B’ahavah, Yom Tov was given at Har Sinai. Har Sinai it was as it says in Maseches Shabbos 88a (18 lines 

from the top) (שכפה הקב"ה עליהם את ההר כגיגית) Kafa Aleihem Har K’gigis, where it was given ( באימה

 Chazal say that the Torah is given Lo Lehenes Nitnu Ela L’ol Al Tzavoro. We like .(וביראה וברתת ובזיע

to learn with Ahavah with Simcha and with a Geshmak but it is not enough. Kabblas Hatorah at Sinai is 

that even if it comes a time in life where we don’t have a Geshmak and we don’t have an Ahavah so if you 

are just Oved Hashem B’ahavah it is going to disappear. The Avdus has to be also ( באימה וביראה וברתת

 (באימה וביראה וברתת ובזיע) Chazal say that you have to learn the Torah the way it was given .(ובזיע

which is an important lesson to feel the Ol Malchus Shamayim. I remember my father Olav Hashalom, the 

years that he went to work at 4:15 in the morning to bake, people want fresh Danishes in the morning and 

fresh bread, he would always say that when he could afford to get someone else to bake he would go to 

learn at that time. I am talking about 10 – 20 years that he said this. Had he been M’yaish then he would 

have never done it. 20 years later when the time came and he was able to do it he went and he started to 

learn at that time in the morning. That attitude of Ol Al Tzavoro even when you don’t have a Geshmak but 

you feel the Achrayos that is Kabbalas Hatorah.  

I have a Mispalel that used to attend all of my Shiurim. He once told me that he would go to Rav Avigdor 

Miller’s Gemara Shiur and at the Gemara Shiur he would fall asleep. He once apologized to Rabbi Miller, 

he said I have a government job in the morning until 4 PM and then I go and teach in the Yeshiva and I 

have a third job as well and he was exhausted. Rabbi Miller told him it is ok even if you fall asleep just 

don’t stop coming to the Shiur. This man retired at age 65 and went to Eretz Yisrael and joined a Kollel 

there and he and his grandson are in the same Kollel. Had he when he fell asleep and didn’t have a Geshmak 

in his learning been M’yaish 20 – 30 years ago, he wouldn’t have even had any Shaichus to learning. 
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Because of Rabbi Miller’s Chochmo this man remained with the Ol Al Tzavoro even when there was no 

Geshmak. That is the Ol of Learning.  

Leil Shavuos there is a Minhag by Klal Yisrael to stay up. People tell me it is not K’dai to stay up I have 

no Koach and I fall asleep, I will do it the next day, I will go Learn in the afternoon. Let me tell you I stay 

up Shavuos by night, the next day I usually eat the Seuda at 1:00, I try to be in Shul by 3:00. When I am in 

Shul at 3:00 there are not too many people there. The people who stayed up are there. The people who did 

not stay up are not the ones there at 3:00 either. Even if you stay up on Shavuos night and it is difficult and 

you Drimmel a little you should know that the point is the Ol Al Tzavoro, the Ol Hatorah, the Achrayos of 

Torah that a person feels. Chazal have a Peledicka Lashon, they say the Tal Hatichiya is from Talmidei 

Chachamim who fall asleep over a Sefer and the saliva drools from their mouth onto the Sefer. Chazal use 

a Lashon that this is a Tal of Techiyas Hamaisim. What do you mean Tal from falling asleep over a Sefer 

you shouldn’t try to fall asleep Chas V’shalom? It means that they push themselves and they feel the Ol Al 

Tzavoro without the Geshmak and from that they have a big Cheilek in the Kabbalas Hatorah that is the 

Kafa Aleihem Har K’gigis. This Yom Tov should be a Geshmake Kabblas Hatorah to everyone with a 

Chizuk in Limud Hatorah.  

 


