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Musings from the rainbow 

 

In this week’s sedra we are introduced 

to the keshes, rainbow. After the waters of the 

flood receded, Hashem made a pact with the 

Earth and humankind never again to use water to 

destroy the world. He used a rainbow as a sign 

and a reminder of His promise. “I have set My 

rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between Me and the earth.” Why was 

the rainbow, a natural phenomenon, used as a 

reminder of G-d’s promise? 

Rav Yonasan Eibeshitz in his sefer 

Yaros D’vash explains that there are two types 

of rainbows. We are all familiar with an ordinary 

kind of rainbow that displays the color spectrum. 

There is also another type of rainbow with a 

single color. It is blue - the color of techeles. 

The blue dye used to make tzitzis. The word 

techeles תכלת is derived from the word kliah כליה 

-destruction. When the rainbow appears in this 

particular color it is a warning that people 

deserve to be destroyed.  However, because 

Hashem promised never to destroy the world 

again, He withholds the punishment in the hope 
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that they will repent. Furthermore, says Rav 

Yonasan Eibeshitz, as long as there are tzadikim 

in the world, this type of keshes will not appear 

and the only rainbow visible to us is the one 

with 6 colors.  

When was the keshes created?  There is 

a disagreement between rishonim as to when the 

keshes was actually created. Rashi, the Ibn Ezra 

and some others are of the opinion that it was a 

new creation that Hashem made when the Flood 

was over. Others disagree and believe that the 

keshes existed before the flood, but it became a 

sign of the truce between Hashem and mankind 

after the Flood.1  To bridge these diverse 

opinions the achronim explain that the rainbow 

did indeed exist before the Flood and it was just 

one of the natural occurrences created with the 

rest of the world.  After the Flood, however, the 

rainbow became a symbol and a reminder of 

teshuva, repentance. The Ibn Ezra writes that 

after the Flood the light of the sun became 

stronger and the rainbow became visible to the 

naked eye.  The Rabbeinu Nisan in Droshas 

HaRan explains that prior to the Flood, the 



rainbow was visible in the air without the 

clouds, and after the Flood it became visible 

only through the clouds and the rays of sun.  

Rav Moshe Iserles, the Rema in his 

sefer “Torahs HaOlah” explains that even 

though the rainbow is a natural occurrence there 

is something unique about it. Rainbows form 

when droplets of water hit the sunlight, they can 

only be visible during the day. When it rains at 

night, there is no sunlight to reveal the spectrum 

in the water droplets. The Torah tells us in 

parshas Eikev, “Then I shall provide rain for 

your Land in its proper time, the early and the 

late rains that you may gather your grain, your 

wine, and your oil.” According to the gemara, 

the words בעתו b’ito, in its proper time, mean 

that rain will come down on Friday night when 

people are resting on Shabbos. The Medrash 

tells us that during the lifetime of Rav Shimon 

Bar Yochai no one saw a rainbow appear in the 

sky. Rain never fell during the day, only at 

night. The generation of Rav Shimon Bar 

Yochai was exceptionally righteous and Hashem 

blessed them with rain at the right time, b’ito. 

From this the Rema derives that the rainbow 

serves as a barometer to measure the 

righteousness of every generation. When people 

are leading a life of sin, the rains will come 

down during the day and a rainbow will form. 

When the generation is righteous, rain will fall at 

night and there will be no need for the rainbow 

to remind them to do teshuva.   

Still a question remains. Why does this 

breathtaking natural phenomenon serve as a 

reminder for us to mend our ways? Perhaps dark 

clouds, thunder and lightning would be more 

apropos. This is a question we can answer with a 

parable. There was a certain man who made 

contact with his second grade rebbi many years 

after he had left school. He located his rebbi and 

made an appointment to see him. When they 

met, he explained that he wanted to meet him to 

express his gratitude.  He told his rebbe that 

because of him he had learned through the entire 

Talmud twice and was otherwise also a 

successful person. The man reminisced that 

when he was in second grade, the school made a 

rule that any student who failed a test had to 

bring it home marked in red pen and the parents 

were required to sign it.  Every week this little 

boy failed his rebbe’s test, he never made the 

passing mark. Every week when he came home 

with the test which so clearly demonstrated his 

failure, his parents signed the test, hugged him 

and gave him a treat. Every single week his 

parents read his rebbe’s note on the test, “Only 

Hashem, your son, and I truly know how hard he 

tries.” His parents were so happy that their son 

was trying his hardest that they rewarded his 

effort, instead of focusing on poor results. There 

are different ways that one can chose to rebuke. 

Some people might chose a harsh and maybe 

even embarrassing way to reproach others. Yet 

Hashem chose a beautiful rainbow to remind 

each one of us that we can become better. The 

colors of the rainbow are spectacular and its 

message brilliant.  Have a great Shabbos! 

 


