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Returned Check – צ'ק חוזר 
I live in Williamsburg in the United States and every Shabbos I have 
the honor of studying the amazing parsha sheet ‘Tiv Hakehila’ which is 
distributed in all the shuls in my neighborhood. I particularly enjoy the 
column of ‘Tiv HaHashgacha’, however, every week after reading the 
story I feel a pang in my heart and I ask myself, ‘When will I merit to 
experience a clear sign of Divine Providence as described in Tiv 
HaHashgacha so that I can publicize it in print?!’ 
Well, the day arrived and I merited seeing a double providence… 
A man came into my store and paid me with a check for a relatively 
small amount of $58. The next day in shul, a meshulach (charity 
collector) who knew me approached and asked for some Tzedakah. I 
apologized and I told him that I did not have any money on me but if 
he was agreeable, I could give him the check and he would give me 
back $55 change. The meshulach was agreeable and the transaction 
was completed. 
A few hours later, a friend who was vacationing for the summer in the 
mountains called me and asked me if I was planning to go there for 
Shabbos, could I buy him something in the city. I immediately agreed 
and I went to the store to buy what he wanted. In the store I was told 
that they do not accept credit cards, only cash. I did not know what to 
do as I did not have cash on me. A moment later I remembered that I 
had $55, the change from the check and amazingly, the amount that I 
had to pay was exactly $55, the exact amount of cash that I received 
from cashing the check… I left the store thanking Hashem that I was 
able to do a kindness for my friend with the cashed check. 
But now the story is just beginning: That night my phone rang, on the 
other end was that customer who paid me with the check and he 
asked me if I lost the check? I told him that I gave it to someone in shul 
collecting Tzedakah. The customer told me that he received a phone 
call from a man who found a bundle of cash and the check was among 
it and he called the phone number printed on the check as he wanted 
to fulfill the mitzvah of returning a lost object… 
Of course, I joined the mission and eventually managed to locate the 
meshulach who lost a large sum of money and in the merit of this 
check, together, we were able to find him and return the lost money. 
There is no need to describe the joy of that Tzedakah collector when 
informed that we found his lost money and returned it to him in its 
entirety!!! 
I was thrilled to see how with one check HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
performed two hashgachos for two people. 
With thanks to Hashem and your amazing parsha sheet which wakens 
the heart of a person to see the wonders of Hashem in His world… 

  י.פ.
   

 דברו על לב ירושלים
Speak consolingly of Yerushalayim 

It is told regarding the Chief Justice of Yerushalayim, HaGaon 
R’ Dovid Jungreis zt”l who at a young age was a great masmid 
– a diligent student, and once when he was nine they saw 
that he was crying at the end of his day of studying. Someone 
asked him why he was crying, and little Dovid replied that 
since Chazal said that if someone passes between two 
women he will tend to forget things, and if so, then on a day 
when he learned particularly well, he was concerned that 
perhaps he might walk between two women and he will 
forget what he had learned… 
This week is strange, it begins in the Three Weeks and the 
end of the week is completely different. Apparently, there 
seems to be no connection between the beginning of the 
week and the end of the week and to many Jews this is 
problematic. They cannot comprehend the reality that in the 
beginning of the week I am in mourning and at the end of the 
week I am happy and rejoicing… and so they choose one of 
two possibilities, either they do not chas v’shalom sincerely 
mourn for the destruction or they cannot rejoice after the 
days of mourning have passed (even though ideally one is to 
always remember the pain of the destruction and exile of the 
Shechina, still, one surely does not have to be sad on a daily 
basis), and we ask, is this right? Whoever acts this way, his 
gain is offset by his loss?! 
Chazal have already said that because of wanton hatred 
(sinas chinum) Yerushalayim was destroyed. Therefore, 
during these days everyone should certainly try to increase 
love of Israel. However, we must remember this, that even if 
the Three Weeks have passed and most of the laws and 
customs of mourning no longer apply, and to our dismay the 
Bais HaMikdash has not yet been rebuilt, and so, we should 
not forget all that we did, and involved ourselves and studied 
and accepted upon ourselves during the previous days, for 
this is an acquisition that we acquired through hard work, and 
as HaGaon Rebbe Dovid Jungreis zt”l said, ‘I am afraid that 
perhaps I will stumble and I will forget all that I have learned’, 
we too must fear that we not forget all that we have learned, 
and we should continue with extra effort and extra strength 
to strengthen and connect with the love of Israel, until we 
merit hearing the voice of Hashem proclaiming (Yeshayahu 
'דברו על לב ירושלים וקראו אליה כי מלאה צבאה כי נרצה  (40:2

 Speak consolingly of Yerushalayim and proclaim to‘ – עונה'
her that her period of exile has been completed and that her 
iniquity has been forgiven. 

Tiv HaNechama   



 

 

 הגדרת ה'מותר' על פי השקפת התורה
Making something ‘permissible’ based on Torah values 

 
)ד:ד(אלקיכם חללם כלכם היום:  ה'ואתם הדבקים ב  

But you who cling to Hashem, your G-d, you are all alive today. 
(4:4) 
It is fitting for us to understand the connection of the topic of this 
posuk to the preceding posukim. In the preceding posukim Moshe 
warns Israel to walk in the ways of Hashem Yisbarach with integrity, 
and to fulfill His statutes and his laws without adding to them or 
subtracting from them. He also reminds them about those who 
rebelled against His word and they followed Baal Pe’or and they 
were punished and they were destroyed rachmana litzlan and with 
this he wanted to instill awe in their hearts. After this, he added this 
posuk that with a cursory view is not connected to the previous 
passage. What is the connection between the aforementioned 
warning and the praise of Israel if they cling to Hashem Yisbarach? 
In order to explain these things in a possible way, we must first 
mention that which is brought down in many holy seforim. That is, 
the sole purpose of the creation of the world was to serve Hashem 
Yisbarach, and everything that was created in the world was only 
created to be utilized to serve Hashem Yisbarach. Anyone who uses 
these items for his own pleasure, is categorized as misappropriating 
something holy [mo’el b’Kodesh]. Even the person himself is 
prohibited to lift his arm or leg to do anything for his own pleasure, 
rather, he must sanctify everything he does for the Glory of his 
Creator. This means that aside from the concepts called ‘mitzvah’ 
and ‘aveirah’ [sin], there is no other concept in the world, a concept 
called ‘permissible’ is not a true concept. Even though there are 
many things that are not categorized as either mitzvah or aveirah, 
this does not mean that one can do whatever he wants just for 
pleasure chas v’chalilah, for permission was not granted to do them 
unless there is some aspect that helps the person serve his Creator, 
and only if the person sees that by busying himself with these 
things he or someone else is helped in the service of Hashem, then 
he is permitted to do it. 
These actions are generally described by the holy seforim as ‘klipas 
nogah’ (best explanation – ‘a pivotal light’ as will be explained). 
These actions fall somewhere between a definite aveirah and a 
definite mitzvah and are basically categorized as neither a mitzvah 
or an aveirah. However, the person himself determines this with his 
intention, if he intends this action to help him perform a mitzvah 
than the light pivots towards the mitzvah and shines on it or chas 
v’chalilah the opposite. This choice is dependent on the mindset of 
the individual when he takes the action. If his intent is to do this for 
the sake of Heaven then the action is categorized as a mitzvah and 
his action helps shine the light on sanctity. However, if his intent is 
only to derive personal pleasure then his action chas v’chalilah 
descends to the ‘other side’ and it receives vitality from the 
strength of his action, and this simply is considered as if he has 
literally committed an aveirah. 
This is explained at length in many holy seforim, however the holy 
sefer ‘Be’er Mayim Chaim’ (on Parashas Ki Seitzei) explains this 
concisely and succinctly: The Baal Shem Tov zy”a states on the 
posuk (Devorim 11:16) ' להים אחרים'ועבדתם אוסרתם  – ‘and you will 
turn astray and you will serve other gods’, that is, immediately after 
turning astray from the good path to do something whether in 
thought, in speech or in deed not for the sake of Hashem, then 
immediately, ‘you will serve other gods’.  
 
  
 

Based on this, perhaps we can explain the intent of our Chachamim 
z”l when they stated (Berachos 13a) Rebbe Yehoshua ben Karcha 
said: Why does the portion of Shema precede that of Vehaya im 
shamoa? So that one should accept upon himself the yoke of 
Heaven’s sovereignty and afterward accept the yoke of the 
commandments. Apparently, this needs explanation, for the simple 
intent of ‘the yoke of the sovereignty of Heaven’ is ‘the yoke of the 
commandments’ and what is the intent of the Tanna when he 
divides these two, the yoke of the sovereignty of Heaven and the 
yoke of the commandments? However, based on our understanding 
of these words, since many of the actions of a person are done 
automatically without being in the category of mitzvah at all, and 
only if they are done with specific intent are they categorized as 
mitzvah. So that the person intends these actions to be for the sake 
of Heaven, it is incumbent on him to first accept the yoke of the 
sovereignty of Heaven ‘in thought’ and through this he will merit to 
accept upon himself the yoke of mitzvos wholeheartedly, as the 
requirement for these actions is to first cling to Hashem and think 
about his actions. 
In light of what we have stated, after Moshe warned Israel not to 
stray from their Creator, he saw fit to reveal to them that if they 
truly want to be diligent they must intend that their actions be for 
the sake of Heaven. For not only is an explicit aveirah categorized as 
sin, even something done purely for pleasure is categorized as a sin. 
Therefore, after he mentions the sin of Pe’or which is a sin based on 
action, he also reminds them about a sin based on thought. He tells 
them, ‘If you want to be diligent in avoiding all sin, then it is 
incumbent upon you to always cling to Hashem you G-d, and this 
clinging is dependent on thought. This is how we can intend all our 
actions to be for Heaven and you can be saved from the 
punishment mentioned in the previous posuk and ‘you are all alive 
today’ will be fulfilled in you. 
These words are particularly stated for these days, that for some reason the 
Satan named them ‘bain hazmanim’ – ‘between the times’ when one is not 
busy with mitzvos as he is during Tishrei and Nissan, and because of the 
spare time it is difficult to set up times for learning and many people follow 
the spirit of the street and they do not consider the boundaries of the 
Torah claiming that they need to refresh themselves for the upcoming 
month of Elul at our doorstep. 
I do not know if anyone can accept the responsibility and say these words 
‘honestly’ then our intent is really towards Heaven, and this is the Torah 
that protects us as Chazal have stated (Kedushin 82a) ‘it guards him from all 
evil in his youth and it provides him with a future and a hope in his old age’ 
and how can a person err and say that it is better for the person to rest 
from his labor? It is this Torah study that Chazal have stated regarding that 
‘it gives strength to those who study it as it states (Yeshayahu 40:31) ' 'וקוי ה

 And those whose hope is in Hashem shall renew their‘ – יחליפו כח'
strength’, how can we come and turn the dish upside down and say that we 
are tired rachmana litzlan? 
It is difficult to demand an affront of the Torah from those individuals who 
are closed off against their wills, however, it is incumbent for all to know 
that one must perform self-introspection when he goes on vacation that his 
intent is for Heaven, or perhaps his intent is to satisfies his physical 
pleasure, then this is one who must know that his deeds are not acceptable 
by Heaven and he must quell his desires. 
The outcome proves that HaKadosh Baruch is not pleased with this 
conduct, and I speak from personal experience that after every ‘bain 
hazmanim’ like this, parents come to me crying bitterly that ‘vacation’ 
harmed their children. They want me to speak to their hearts and then even 
if it is not too late, still it is hard to bring them back to where they were, 
and who knows if it is even possible to correct these things without them 
having left a lasting impression. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help us fulfill His will in all of our travels 
and we should cling to His ways and His Torah all our lives. 
       

 


