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Parashat Sh’mini

(After the death of Aharon’s sons, Nadav and Avihu, the Torah presents
the commandments regarding kosher and non-kosher animals.)

{a-`:`i}l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i i¥p §A l ¤̀  Ex §A ©C m ¤d¥l£̀ xŸn ¥̀l oŸx£d ©̀  l ¤̀ §e d ¤WŸnÎl ¤̀  'c x¥A ©c§i ©e 
...El §k Ÿ̀Y x ¤W£̀ dÏ ©g ©d z Ÿ̀f xŸn ¥̀l

{11:1-2]And the Lord spoke to Moshe and to Aharon, to say to them: Speak to the
children of Israel, saying: These are the creatures that you may eat...

(Rashi begins by proving that the words “to say to them” refer to
Aharon’s two remaining sons, Elazar and Itamar; Moshe was
instructed to repeat the commandment to Aharon (which was

normal procedure) who was then to repeat it to Elazar and Itamar.  Then, all four
of them would convey the commandment to the people.)

.dn̈i¦n§c¦A Ee§W ªd¤W i¦t§l ,d¤f xEA¦c§A mi¦gEl§W zFi§d¦l dë§W¦d m̈NªM z¤̀
God made them all [namely Moshe, Aharon, Elazar, and Itamar] equal

messengers for [relaying] the following speech, because they all were equal in
silence [when Nadav and Avihu were killed by Hashem].

Why were Aharon and Elazar and Itamar rewarded with the honor
of conveying specifically this mitzvah of kosher and non-kosher

animals?  How does this reward fit the good deed that they did by accepting with
love the death of Nadav and Avihu?

As was mentioned in last week’s d’var Torah, each verse in the
Torah is a unified whole, all of whose parts harmonize with each
other.  Similarly, we can expect that all of Rashi’s comments
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on a verse or small group of verses--which are nothing more than a revelation
of their simple meaning--should also harmonize with and complement each
other. 

To answer our question, we need to look at the next Rashi comment
on this verse, which focuses on the Torah’s word for “creature,”

which is  dÏ ©g - chaya, which is related to the word for “life” -- miig - chaim.  

Rashi comments:

Since the Israelites cleave to the Omnipresent and are therefore worthy of being
alive, accordingly, God separated them from uncleanness and decreed

commandments upon them [so that through these commandments Israel would
live]. For the other nations, however, He prohibited nothing. This is comparable to
a physician who went to visit a patient [who was incurable, and allowed him to eat
anything he wished, whereas when he went to his patient who was to recover, the
physician imposed restrictions on his diet that would ensure that the recoverable

patient would live. So too, the nations and Israel…], etc. as is found in the Midrash
of Rabbi Tanchuma.

According to this Midrash, the prohibition of non-kosher animals is a means by
which G-d gives life to the Jewish nation.  This implies two often-forgotten points:

a. that life is not to be taken for granted, but is rather a gift from Above;
         b. that when a life is take away by G-d, there can be sorrow and mourning,
             but not complaint.
 
The best-qualified people to deliver this message to Am Yisrael were Aharon and
Elazar and Itamar.  When Nadav and Avihu, their sons and brothers, were killed,
they uttered no complaint; rather, the Torah recounts:

{10:3} And Aaron was silent.

Aharon, Elazar, and Itamar understood, internalized, and put into action the idea
that life is a gift from Above, and that a life taken away by G-d is not a cause for
complaint.   Thus, they were chosen to convey to Am Yisrael the mitzvah of kosher
and non-kosher animals, a mitzvah that is a means by which G-d gives life to the
Jewish nation.  
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CONCLUSION As is often the case, a difficult Rashi comment can be clarified
by consulting another nearby comment.  This is not a

coincidence.  It is because the simple meaning of the Torah is a coherent whole,
and Rashi’s commentary is merely a clarification and revelation of that simple
meaning. 
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