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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

PARSHAS 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

Love Is Supreme 
inter winds swept through the deserted streets of the town of Liadi, but one 
exceedingly distraught man braved the cold as he trudged to the house of the 
Rav, the renowned Rav

“Rebbe, please help me,” he pleaded. “The government has issued a terrible decree 
against me. I am ruined.” 

RavShneurZalman listened carefully to the details of the man’s predicament. Then he 
closed his eyes for a few moments.

“I cannot help you,” he said at long last. “But I suggest that you travel to Rav Levi 
Yitzchak of Berditchev. His heart is full of love for the Almighty and for all His people, and 
it’s quite possible that he may find a way to help you.”

“Berditchev is far away,” said the man.

“Yes, it is, and I suggest you leave immediately. Remember, this is very important. 
You must see Rav Levi Yitzchak by 20 Teves.”

The man set off that very day, and after a long and arduous journey, he managed to 
arrive in Berditchev on 20 Teves. He immediately went to the house of the Rav.

“I’m from Liadi,” he said. “Rav
assistance.” He went on to tell Rav Levi Yitzchak about his dire predicament in full detail. “So 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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inter winds swept through the deserted streets of the town of Liadi, but one 
exceedingly distraught man braved the cold as he trudged to the house of the 
Rav, the renowned Rav Shneur Zalman, the Ba’al Hatanya. 

“Rebbe, please help me,” he pleaded. “The government has issued a terrible decree 

RavShneurZalman listened carefully to the details of the man’s predicament. Then he 
closed his eyes for a few moments. 

cannot help you,” he said at long last. “But I suggest that you travel to Rav Levi 
Yitzchak of Berditchev. His heart is full of love for the Almighty and for all His people, and 
it’s quite possible that he may find a way to help you.” 
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The man set off that very day, and after a long and arduous journey, he managed to 
20 Teves. He immediately went to the house of the Rav.

“I’m from Liadi,” he said. “Rav Shneur Zalman sent me here to seek advice and 
assistance.” He went on to tell Rav Levi Yitzchak about his dire predicament in full detail. “So 
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can you help me?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchak nodded. “Yes, I can. But you must bring me five hundred gold 
rubles right away.” 

The man was shocked. “Five hundred gold rubles!” 

“A large sum indeed,” said Rav Levi Yitzchak. 

“Can it be a little less? Even if I were home, it would be very difficult for me to raise 
such an exorbitant sum, but here in Berditchev … It seems to me that it would be next to 
impossible.” 

“I understand, but that is exactly how it must be. Not one ruble less.” 

The man sighed. “I’ll try. How much time do I have?” 

“A few hours at the most. The money must be here by the end of the day.” 

The man took his leave of the Rav and wandered around the streets of Berditchev in 
deep dejection. Although he did have friends and family in Berditchev, he did not think he 
could raise such a large sum of money in less than one day. But if he didn’t raise the money, 
he would be entirely ruined and perhaps worse. What choice did he have? He had to make 
the effort. 

For the rest of the afternoon, he knocked on the doors of the people he knew and asked 
them for loans. He also asked them to vouch for him to their friends and neighbors so that he 
could borrow from them as well. Little by little, the coins in his pockets accumulated, and by 
the end of the day, he had borrowed the full amount. 

As he walked to the Rav’s house, the heaviness of the coins in his packets gave him 
pause. Would he ever be able to repay the people from whom he had borrowed? Should he 
give the money to the Rav and risk becoming a debtor for the rest of his life? He paced back 
and forth, struggling with his dilemma, as the sun was settling into the western sky. But then 
the fear of the decree hanging over him tipped the scales. He took a deep breath and knocked 
on the Rav’s door and was immediately shown into his presence. 

“Here is the entire amount,” he declared as he placed the pile of coins on the table. 

Rav Levi Yitzchak shook his head. “You are too late. Take the money back. I cannot 
accept it.” 

“But why?” 

“The day is over. I can no longer help you.” 

The man pleaded and wept, but Rav Levi Yitzchak would not relent. He insisted that 
there was nothing he could do. 

Overcome with dread, the man returned the money he had borrowed. Then he 
returned to Liadi and reported to Rav Shneur Zalman in full detail. 

“You have only yourself to blame,” said Rav Shneur Zalman. “You saw the sun going 
down. Why did you dally in the street? You should have run to rav Levi Yitzchak as fast as 
your legs could carry you.” 

“But why? What difference did a few minutes make?” 

“I will tell you. You brought this decree upon yourself by your sins when you spoke 
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disparagingly about a talmid chacham. You really deserved to be put into nidui, to be 
ostracized. But there was a way out for you. According to the Rambam, you could exculpate 
yourself by paying a fine of a talent of gold, which is equivalent to five hundred gold rubles.” 

“So why can’t I do it now?” 

“Because the Rambam’s view is not accepted. But on 20 Teves, the yahrzeit of the 
Rambam, the higher worlds would accept his view and release you from your predicament. 
But you waited too long, and you missed your opportunity.” 

“But if you knew this,” said the man, “why did you send me all the way to Berditchev? 
Why didn’t you tell me to donate the money right here?” 

“The talmid chacham you insulted was one of my teachers. Therefore, I could not help 
you. But Rav Levi Yitzchak would have been able to help you if you had followed his 
instructions.” 

n 

Dvar Torah 

hen the Almighty told Avraham to leave home and go off to a distant land, he 
made him a promise (Bereishis 12:2), “I will make you into a great nation, and I 
will bless you, and I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.” The 

Gemara explains (Pesachim 117b) that this passuk alludes to the first blessing of Shemoneh 
Esrei. First, “I will make you into a great nation” alludes to the words “the Lord of 
Avraham.” Second, “I will bless you” alludes to the words “the Lord of Yitzchak.” Third, “I 
will make your name great” alludes to the words “the Lord of Yaakov.” I would think, 
therefore, that the conclusion of the blessing would mention all three Patriarchs. Not so. The 
phrase “and you will be a blessing” indicates that only Avraham will be mentioned in the 
conclusion, as we say, “Blessed are You, O God, the Shield of Avraham.” 

What is the significance of only Avraham being mentioned in the conclusion of the 
blessing? 

According to the Zohar, explains Rav Levi Yitzchak, the Almighty conducts the affairs 
of the world with three different divine aspects – Love, Power and Majesty. When He 
conducts the world with Love or Majesty, life is good, but when He utilizes the divine aspect 
of Power, there can be much suffering. 

The three Patriarchs, according to the Zohar, represent these three divine aspects. 
Avraham represents Love, Yitzchak represents Power, and Yaakov represents Majesty. 
One might think, therefore, that all three of these divergent divine aspects should be 
mentioned in the conclusion of the blessing. Therefore, the Almighty revealed to us that 
only Avraham is to be mentioned in the conclusion. Although the three may appear 
divergent, all three are meant to converge and conclude with Love, because that is the 
ultimate goal. 

nnn 
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http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Mar

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 9th
 of Cheshvan ~ Begins 

� Rabbeinu Osher ben Yechiel, the 
on whom Rav Yosef Karo relied for the 
lineage to Rabbeinu Gershon. Rav Osher learned under Rav Meir of Rotenberg. After 
years as the successor of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jewry, he escaped German 
persecution and settled in Toledo, Spain, (5088/1327);

� Rav Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch
in-law, Rav Eliezer Gordon, as 
oldest towns in Lithuania, situated in the north
Lake Mastis, and was already mentioned in the chronicles of a Crusader Order in 1320. 
Jews settled in Telshe at the 
Telshe in 1797, of them 1,650 were Jews (66 percent). By 1870 Telshe had 6,481 residents, 
including 4,399 Jews. Rav Yosef Leib already began studying under Rav Leizer at the age 
of fifteen, in Kelm, and married Rav Leizer's daughter at the age of twenty
Leib initiated many innovations. In 1894, he attempted to introduce 
Yeshiva's curriculum, and in 1897 he brought Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman to serve as the 
Yeshiva's Mashgiach. [Hamodia

� Rav Shimon Shkop of Grodno (1860
in Mir at the age of twelve, and then Volozhin at the age of fifteen, with Rav Chaim 
Soloveitchik. He was brought to Te
Shimon’s brother-in-law, Rav Shlomo Zalman Abel, was one of the three founders of the 
Telshe Yeshiva. He taught at Telshe for 
Shmuelevitz as Rosh Yeshiva
transforming it into one of the finest 
Shkop came to America to raise funds for the 
Revel's invitation to serve as Rosh Yesh
York. However, at the request of the 
six months. In 1939, the Soviet Red army marched into Grodno during the 
Teshuva. Most of the talmidim
to travel and remained behind with a few 
Shimon Shkop is the author of 

� Rav Yehuda Horowitz, the Stutchiner 
� Rav Dovid Laniado of Aram Soba (Aleppo, Syria), author of 
(5731/1970). 

+ 10
th

 of Cheshvan ~ Begins 

� Gad ben Yaakov Ovinu, (1566 BCE
� Rav Yechiel Michel of Krakow, author of 
� Rav Aryeh Leib of Stanislov, author of 
founded in the year 1654 by the Hetman (commander) and Starosta (County 
Administrator) of the Halicz region, Jedrzej Potocki, and was named after his son 
Stanisław. Armenians and Jews were invited and promised, in the founding charter of the 
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~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Oct 28
th

) 

Yechiel, the Rosh (1250–1327). One of the three primary 
on whom Rav Yosef Karo relied for the Shulchon Aruch. Rav Osher’s family traced its 
lineage to Rabbeinu Gershon. Rav Osher learned under Rav Meir of Rotenberg. After 

as the successor of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jewry, he escaped German 
persecution and settled in Toledo, Spain, (5088/1327); 
Rav Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch (1860–1930). Born in Rusein, he succeeded his father
law, Rav Eliezer Gordon, as Rosh Yeshiva of the Telshe Yeshiva. Telshe is one of the 

oldest towns in Lithuania, situated in the north-western part of Lithuania on the shores of 
Lake Mastis, and was already mentioned in the chronicles of a Crusader Order in 1320. 
Jews settled in Telshe at the beginning of the seventeenth century. 2,500 people lived in 
Telshe in 1797, of them 1,650 were Jews (66 percent). By 1870 Telshe had 6,481 residents, 
including 4,399 Jews. Rav Yosef Leib already began studying under Rav Leizer at the age 

m, and married Rav Leizer's daughter at the age of twenty
Leib initiated many innovations. In 1894, he attempted to introduce 

's curriculum, and in 1897 he brought Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman to serve as the 
Hamodia 2005: 7th of Cheshvan 1929], (5691/1930);
of Grodno (1860–1939). Born in Turz, Poland, Rav Shimon studied 

in Mir at the age of twelve, and then Volozhin at the age of fifteen, with Rav Chaim 
Soloveitchik. He was brought to Telshe in 1885 by his uncle, Rav Lazer Gordon. Rav 

law, Rav Shlomo Zalman Abel, was one of the three founders of the 
. He taught at Telshe for eighteen years. He succeeded Rav Alter 
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Shaarei Torah in Grodno, from 1920 to 1939, 

transforming it into one of the finest Yeshivos in Poland and beyond. In 1929, Rav Shimon 
Shkop came to America to raise funds for the Yeshiva, and accepted Rav Dov (Bernard) 

Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchok
York. However, at the request of the Chofetz Chaim, Rav Shkop returned to Europe after 
six months. In 1939, the Soviet Red army marched into Grodno during the 

talmidim fled to Vilna, but Rav Shimon Shkop was too old and sick 
to travel and remained behind with a few talmidim. He passed away a month later. Rav 

author of Shaarei Yosher, (5700/1939); 
, the Stutchiner Rebbe, (5742/1981); 

of Aram Soba (Aleppo, Syria), author of LiK’doshim

~ Begins Sunday Night (Oct 29
th
) 

, (1566 BCE–1441 BCE); 
of Krakow, author of Seder Gittin, (5421/1660); 

of Stanislov, author of Nachlas Aryeh. The city of Stanisławów was 
founded in the year 1654 by the Hetman (commander) and Starosta (County 
Administrator) of the Halicz region, Jedrzej Potocki, and was named after his son 

aw. Armenians and Jews were invited and promised, in the founding charter of the 
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1327). One of the three primary Rishonim 
. Rav Osher’s family traced its 

lineage to Rabbeinu Gershon. Rav Osher learned under Rav Meir of Rotenberg. After ten 
as the successor of Rav Meir and the leader of German Jewry, he escaped German 

1930). Born in Rusein, he succeeded his father-
. Telshe is one of the 

western part of Lithuania on the shores of 
Lake Mastis, and was already mentioned in the chronicles of a Crusader Order in 1320. 

. 2,500 people lived in 
Telshe in 1797, of them 1,650 were Jews (66 percent). By 1870 Telshe had 6,481 residents, 
including 4,399 Jews. Rav Yosef Leib already began studying under Rav Leizer at the age 

m, and married Rav Leizer's daughter at the age of twenty-one. Rav Yosef 
Leib initiated many innovations. In 1894, he attempted to introduce mussar to the 

's curriculum, and in 1897 he brought Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman to serve as the 
1929], (5691/1930); 

1939). Born in Turz, Poland, Rav Shimon studied 
in Mir at the age of twelve, and then Volozhin at the age of fifteen, with Rav Chaim 

lshe in 1885 by his uncle, Rav Lazer Gordon. Rav 
law, Rav Shlomo Zalman Abel, was one of the three founders of the 

. He succeeded Rav Alter 
in Grodno, from 1920 to 1939, 

in Poland and beyond. In 1929, Rav Shimon 
, and accepted Rav Dov (Bernard) 

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon in New 
, Rav Shkop returned to Europe after 

six months. In 1939, the Soviet Red army marched into Grodno during the Asseres Yemei 
to Vilna, but Rav Shimon Shkop was too old and sick 

. He passed away a month later. Rav 

LiK’doshim Asher Ba’Aretz, 

. The city of Stanisławów was 
founded in the year 1654 by the Hetman (commander) and Starosta (County 
Administrator) of the Halicz region, Jedrzej Potocki, and was named after his son 

aw. Armenians and Jews were invited and promised, in the founding charter of the 
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city of May 7, 1654, the right to settle in the city and the right to establish a house of prayer 
on the land that was given to them. In a special charter from September 17, 1662[6], 
Jedrzej Potocki granted the Jews (Żydzi talmudowi) the right to settle permanently in the 
city and the right to engage in commerce and crafts in the same measure as “the members 
of the Polish, Ruthenia and Armenian nations”. In 1732, the Jewish population was 1,470 
souls from among a total population of 3,321, (5510/1749); 

� Rav Meir, Rav of Lelov and of Ostroha, author of Meir Nesivim, (5550/1789); 
� Rav Avrohom Oppenheim, author of Eishel Avrohom on Shulchon Aruch. (Not to be 
confused with Rav Avrohom Dovid Wahrman of Butchatch, author of a sefer with the same 
name), (5587/1826); 

� Rav Yosef Meir, Rav of Golina, (5592/1831); 
� Rav Yitzchok Schick of Karlin, the Keren Ora, (5612/1851); 
� Rav Meir Shapit of Kobrin, author of Nir Liyerushalmi, (5633/1872); 
� Rav Dov Beirish Weidenfeld, the Tchebiner Rav (1881–1965). His maternal 
grandfather was the seventh link in an unbroken chain of poskim beginning with the 
Shach. Beirishel's paternal grandfather was a disciple of Rav Yaakov Loeberbaum, author 
of Nesivos HaMishpot. His father, Rav Yaakov Weidenfeld, founder of the Kochav 
MiYaakov Yeshiva, was his primary teacher until he was niftar in 1894, just two weeks 
prior to Rav Beirishel’s bar mitzva. Thereafter, he became a student of his two older 
brothers, Rav Yitzchok of Horimlov (where Beirishel was also born) and Rav Nachum of 
Dombrova. At the age of nineteen, Rav Beirish married Rebbetzin Yachat, the daughter of 
Rav Yisrael Yosef Kluger of Tchebin. At the age of twenty-four, he received semicha from 
Rav Yitzchok Shmelkish, the Bais Yitzchok. His wife administered a modest coal business 
to support him. In 1923, after twenty years of learning, he assumed the title of Tchebiner 
Rav. Along with his wife and youngest daughter, the Rav was deported to Sverdelovsk, 
Siberia, in late 1940. With the dissolution of the labor camp, the Rav escaped to Buchara. 
The Tchebiner Rav arrived on the eve of Pesach, 1946, in Yerushalayim, which he was to 
call home for the rest of his life, settling in the Shaarei Chessed neighborhood. His 
responsa were collected in the sefer Doveiv Meishorim. His son-in-law and successor as 
Rosh Yeshiva of Kochav MiYaakov was Rav Boruch Shimon Schneersohn. 

+ 11
th

 of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Monday Night (Oct 30
th

) 

� Rachel Imenu 
� Rav Mencham Nachum – Me’or Eynaim of Czernoble 

+ 12
th

 of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Oct 31
st
) 

� Rav Yehuda Tzadka, rosh yeshiva of Porat Yosef (1909-1991). Born in Yerushalayim, 
Rav Yehuda was a great-great grandson of Rav Tzadka Chutzin, author of Tzedaka 
U’misphat. His mother, Simcha, was the Ben Ish Chai’s niece. The Tzadka family lived in 
the Beis Yisrael neighborhood of Yerushalayim. When he was 12 years old, Yehuda Tzadka 
enrolled in the Porat Yosef Yeshiva in the Old City. There, he became very close to Rav 
Ezra Attia. At the age of only 27 years, he was appointed to teach at the yeshiva. Among 
Reb Yehuda’s first students was Rav Ovadia Yosef. In time, Rav Yehuda became the 
menahel ruchani, and with the petira of Rav Ezra Attia in 1970, he was appointed to new 
Rosh Yeshiva. 

� Rav Nachum of Shadik, Yerushalayim 
� Rav Moshe Kramer, Av Beis Din in Vilna. His surname, “Kramer” is derived from the 
Yiddish word for storekeeper. He owned a store, which his wife ran. And as a result, he 
always insisted on not being paid for his rabanus (1648) 
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+ 13
th

 of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Nov 1
st
) 

� Rav Yehuda Hachassid, author of Sefer Hachassidim 
� Rav Tzvi Shraga Grossbard (1916-1993) was born in Visan, Lithuania. His father, Rav 
Aharon Zev, was an outstanding talmid of the Chafetz Chaim. When Tzvi Shraga was still a 
youngster, his father was brutally beaten to death by Lithuanian thugs because he refused 
to inform on a fellow Jew. At the age of nine Tzvi Shraga joined Yeshivas Sha'arei Torah in 
Grodna. At age 14, Rav Tzvi Shraga entered Grodna's yeshiva gedola and formed a close 
bond with the famed Rav Shimon Shkop. Afterwards, he became one of Rav Baruch Ber 
Lebowitz's select students in Yeshivas Kaminetz, and at the beginning of the Second World 
War he studied for a year and a half under Rav Daniel Movshovitz in Yeshivas Kelm. In 
1941, Rav Tzvi Shraga left Europe for Eretz Yisrael. There, he joined the Lomza yeshiva in 
Petach Tikvah headed by his uncle, Rav Abba Grossbard. Rav Tzvi Shraga also became the 
head of Tel Aviv's beis mussar and developed a strong friendship with mussar giant, Rav 
Eliyahu Dessler who was then spiritual mashgiach of the Ponovezh Yeshiva. The two men 
studied b'chavrusa each week in Rav Tzvi Shraga's home. In 1967 Rav Tzvi Shraga 
Grossbard became the director of Chinuch Atzmai and he remained at its helm for 25 
years, 

� Rav Baruch of Kosov (1782).Disciple of the Maggid of Mezritch and of Rav Menachem 
Mendel of Vitebsk; author of Yesod HaEmunah and Amud HaAvoda. 

� Rav Haim Nahum Effendi (1872-1960). Served as Sephardic Chief Rav of Egypt (1925-
1960). He was witness both to a vibrant community of 80,000 Jews living in Egypt and 
also to the community's disintegration after 1948 when government hostility, violence, 
economic restrictions, confiscation and deportation caused most Jews to leave. Born near 
Izmir in Turkey, he was sent by his parents to learn in a yeshiva in Tiveriya and later went 
to a French Lycee for his secondary education, obtaining a degree in Muslim law in 
Constantinople. He also attended the Sorbonne's School of Oriental Languages, where he 
perfected his linguistic abilities and also studied history and philosophy. In 1923, Rav 
Nahum received an invitation from Moise Cattaoui Pacha, head of the Jewish community 
in Cairo, to become the Chief Rav of Egypt and was appointed to serve as a Senator in the 
nation's Legislative Assembly. 

+ 14
th

 of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Nov 2
nd

) 

� Rav Yehuda Lowy, grandfather of the Maharal (1539) 
� Rav Leib Baal HaYisurim in Tzefas (1836) [Hamodia 2005 says 15 Cheshvan] 
� Rav Avraham Elimelech Perlow of Stolin-Karlin (1891-1942). Born to Rav Yisrael “the 
Yenuka” of Stolin, Reb Avraham Elimelech married in 1912. He succeeded his father as 
Rebbe in 1922; most of his father’s Chasidim followed him as he settled in Karlin, while his 
brother, Rav Dovid of Zlatipol led a flock to Stolin. In 1929, Rav Avraham Elimelech 
founded a yeshiva in Luninetz. He, his Rebetzin, and his two sons were murdered by local 
Ukranian peasants. His actual yahrtzeit is not known. This day has been chosen as his Yom 
Hazikaron. A collection of his chidushei Torah have been recorded as “Kuntres Pri 
Elimelech” and printed in Yalkut Divrei Aharon and in Birchas Aharon. 

+ 15
th

 of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Friday Night (Nov 3
rd

) 

� Mattisyahu ben Yochanan, Kohen Godol, father of the Chasmonaim (138 BCE, or 165) 
� Rav Eliezer ben Yitzchak ibn Archa (1651). Born in Tzefas, he moved to Chevron, where 
he served as Rav of the small Jewish population for most of his life. According to the 
Chida, he wrote many works including a commentary on Ein Yaakov and on Midrash 
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Rabbah. 
� Rav Tzvi Horowitz of Tchortkov, father of Reb Shmelke of Nikolsburg and the Ba’al 
HaFlaa (1753) 

� Rav Shmuel Frenkel of Dorag, the Imrei Shefer (1881) [Hamodia 2005 says 1921] 
� Rav Chaim Pinto the Second was born in Mogador (current Essaouira), Morocco (-
1939). His grandfather, Rav Chaim the First, was the great-grandson of Rav Yosef Pinto, 
who fled from Spain to Rome with 26 talmidim after the 1492 expulsion. However, he had 
to flee to Damascus after local priests trapped him into a theological debate and soundly 
lost. When the Jewish population of Mogador began thinning out, Rav Chaim the Second 
moved to Casablanca, while his son, Rav Moshe Aharon Pinto, stayed Mogador to prevent 
his father’s shul from closing down. 

� Rav Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, the Chazon Ish (1878-1953). Educated by his father, 
the Av Beis Din in Kosova, Poland (near Grodno)), his first work on several parts of the 
Shulchan Aruch was published anonymously in Vilna in 1911 under the title "Chazon Ish," 
by which name he became known. He moved to Vilna about 1920 and moved to Eretz 
Yisrael in 1933, settling in Bnei B'rak. Upon his arrival in Eretz Yisrael, he devoted vast 
amounts of time and energy to Seder Zeraim, which deals mainly with laws pertaining to 
the land, to answer the many halachic problems inherent to a life in the Holy Land 
consistent with Torah. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 
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Rav Shimon Shkop in Montreal 
Rav Shimon Shkop (1860–1939) 

was the outstanding Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshivos Telshe and Grodno. Based on the 
Talmudic methods of his mentors, Rav 
Chaim Soloveitchik and the Netziv, he 
synthesized his own method, resulting in 
the deep and penetrating analysis of Rav 
Chaim with the straightforwardness and 
clarity of the Netziv. He embarked on fund-
raising assignments for the Yeshivos in 
England, Canada (as we shall see), and the 
United States. While in the States he 
stopped at Yeshiva University to deliver a 
lecture. He was so well-received that he 
was asked to come onto the faculty as Rosh 
Yeshiva. After repeated attempts to get him 
to relocate to the States he finally acceded 
in 1928, and did in fact become Rosh 
Yeshiva of YU. He did return to Europe, 

though, after heavy criticism from leading 
Rabbonim. Rav Zelig Epstein, a grandson-
in-law, later succeeded him as Rosh 
Yeshiva Grodno in the American branch of 
the Yeshiva. Rav Zelig Epstein was niftar in 
2009.  

Rav Shimon Shkop had traveled to 
Montreal to raise money for the Yeshiva. 
He stayed at the home of a certain wealthy 
man, who was known for his generous 
contributions to worthwhile causes. When 
he arrived on this particular occasion he 
found his usually magnanimous host in 
joylessness and frustration. He had 
conveyed to Rav Shkop that great trouble 
loomed for him and his family. As his 
family grew it became apparent that more 
room was needed for the children and more 
space was also needed for a larger meeting 
hall for community activities which the 
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man hosted on a weekly basis. An addition 
was built onto the side of the house, but it 
was found out later that the addition 
extended a total of one foot onto the 
neighbor's property, a very petty amount, 
considering that both he and his neighbor 
had ample property to begin with. The 
problem was that a malcontent kvetcher 
lived next door, and demanded that 
something be done about the extension. 
But it wasn't just "something" that she was 
after. Under Canadian law at the time, if an 
extension had been built onto another 
person's property, purposely or 
inadvertently, the law said that the 
encroached-upon property's owner had the 
right to tear down the entire house of the 
neighbor, and not merely the addition. And 
this was the case with the kvetcher. She 
demanded that the entire house be 
demolished. Rav Shkop's host and his 
lawyer first fought with the old woman. 
They screamed and they yelled. He then 
tried entreating her, but she was not 
moved. He brought her flowers, then 
chocolates, and increasingly lavish gifts. 
And then there was more yelling.  

Finally, upon Rav Shkop's visit, he 
asked him for an eitza (advice). Surely, Rav 
Shkop could think up some sort of solution. 
And this is what Rav Shkop had to say:  

"Go to shul. Go as soon as possible 
the next time the Torah will be taken out. 
Make sure you're called up for an aliya (to 
be called up to the Torah to make a 
berocha). Afterward, go with your lawyer to 
speak with the woman one more time."  

Was that all? Would getting an aliya 
save his house from being demolished? The 
next morning, Monday, he went to shul, 
and requested an aliya from the Gabbai. 
He called his lawyer after minyan, and the 
two rushed to the stubborn woman's house 
next door. And the man said to her, 
pleadingly, "This is the last time; I promise 
you that this is the last time I will bother 
you about the house. Please, PLEASE don't 
let the city tear down my home. It's only 
one foot of land. I'll cut away at the 

extension if you would like, but please not 
the entire home."  

The woman, now confused, looked 
him in the eye, and said, "Tear down your 
house? Why would I want to tear down 
your house? Who would be such a 
miserable person to tear down a neighbor's 
entire home over a disputed foot of land? 
Please do as you like. It's all right by me."  

The man and his lawyer were 
flabbergasted. They offered the woman a 
polite "thank you" and practically tiptoed 
out of the house in fear that she might 
regain her senses and retract her words.  

The two, elated, went back to Rav 
Shkop for some clarity. After all, the 
woman had been adamant for months 
about tearing down the house. It just didn't 
make any sense. Rav Shkop explained, "It 
is brought down in the Mishna Berura that 
the person getting an aliya should follow 
along with the Ba'al Koreh (Torah reader) 
by actually looking down onto the klaf 
(parchment). One should also look into the 
Torah, close enough that he sees the osiyos 
(letters) during hagbah (the lifting of the 
Torah). During an aliya, however, he sees 
the osiyos up close, and this brings him a 
special zechus. In addition, there is a 
special light that emanates from the Torah, 
and when one looks into the Torah he 
becomes infused with this light. You went 
to the woman's house almost directly after 
becoming infused with this light, and when 
she looked into your face, the radiance of 
the light touched her soul, and this woman, 
who was formerly irrational, unreasonable, 
foolish and absurd, now became 
levelheaded, sensible, reasonable and 
decent. And this is how she came to change 
her mind." 

This story became famous 
throughout the Jewish community of 
Montreal, and also among the family of Rav 
Shkop. The story is still told today by 
members of the family of Rav Zelig Epstein 
and other grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of Rav Shkop.  

www.rebbestories.blogspot.com/2011/02/rav-shimon-shkop-in-montreal.html 
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Rachel Cries in Distress To Save Her 
Children 

Kedushas Levi by Rav Levi Yitzchak 
of Berditchev ~ Parshas Vayetzeh 

And behold Rachel his daughter is 
coming with the sheep.” (See Bereshis 
Rabbah 70:10) Since Rachel is coming with 
the flocks of sheep which refers to the 
Jewish people who are called Tzon 
Kedoshim– holy sheep and therefore she is 
constantly nullifying the prosecuting agents 
and causing peace up above, as is written in 
the sefer Chasdei Hashem regarding a story 
that whenever there is a time of trouble and 
calamity Rachel comes and cries out to 
cancel and nullify all the troubles from Bnei 
Yisroel  

� � � 

From the Sefer Chasdei Hashem 

The sefer Chasdei Hashem by Rav 
Moshe Mordechai Margolios was printed in 
Cracow in the year 1589. On page 47b he 
writes:  

(Yishaya 53:7) As a sheep is silent 
before her shearers, so too our Matriarch 
Rachel is shorn and in distress. As the verse 

says (Yirmiyahu 31:14) A voice in Ramah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping; Rachel 
crying over her children refusing to be 
comforted.” 

I must copy a great matter here 
which I saw written regarding an incident 
that happened close to our times. In the 
country of Ashkenaz (Germany) there were 
several congregations that were forlorn and 
despondent in their distress from being 
harassed and maltreated and jailed.  

Among them was a great man by the 
name of Rav Moshe Naiyas. They said that 
one time during the night they heard a 
bitter voice call out “Woe is to me, over my 
children!” They told of the incident to Rav 
Moshe Naiyas and he answered them: Do 
not worry and do not fear, because shortly 
we will all be able to return to our homes in 
peace. And so it was.  

When he was questioned as to the 
crying they had heard he said that this was 
the voice of our matriarch Rachel, and that 
when Yisroel are distressed Rachel cries 
over her children and calls out before 
Hashem until He answers her saying stop 
your voice from crying.  

� � � � � � � 
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Me’or Eynaim

Rav Tal Zwecker heard this story 
from Rav Moshe Weinberger Mara DeAsra 
of Aish Kodesh, Woodmere, New York, who 
heard it from the ba'al ha'maase himself 
(the protagonist of the story). There was 
once a talmid chacham who was not a 
chassid. Unfortunately, as he grew older his 
eyesight deteriorated and he was slowly 
becoming blind, rachman litzlan. His 
family urged him to visit Rav Yoel of 
Satmar, well known for his blessings and 
their wondrous ability to miraculously aid 
and heal other. However, he refused stating 
that he was no chassid and would not go to 

a chassidish rebbe for a beracha. 
Eventually as his eyesight grew 

worse and he could no longer study or 
learn Torah his family convinced him to 
visit Rav Yoel'ish not because of his fame or 
stature as a wonderworking rebbe but as 
his fame as a talmid chacham, for the 
Gemara tells us to request the blessings 
and prayers of a talmid chacham for the 
sick. Rav Yoel, told him that he should 
study the chassidishe sefer Me’or Eynaim 
(which means the light of the eyes) and that 
that would aid his failing eyesight -Tzaddik 
gozer, a righteous tzaddik decrees and 
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Hashem fulfills. The more he studied the 
more he regained his eyesight until Baruch 
Hashem he was able to see normally once 
again! 

Rav Chaim Meir Hagar author of 
Imrei Chaim of Vizhnitz once told his 
chassidim on the occasion of the 
Czernobler's yahrzeit, that the sefer Me’or 
Eynaim, Se Macht Lichtig Der Oigen – It 
enlightens the eyes! 

He once told the following story: 
During one of the Me’or Eynaim's 

many travels he stayed at a Jewish inn and 
spent the night. The innkeeper and his wife 
were simple Jews and when the Czernobler 
began to recite Tikkun Chatzos and when 
the sounds of his loud sighs, moans and 
crying reached the ears of his hosts they 
were startled. 

“Surely our guest is not feeling well,” 
declared the innkeeper's wife. “Please go 
and see to him.” The innkeeper went 
downstairs with a candle in hand, and as it 
cast its light in the darkness he was startled 
to hear the moaning, groaning, sighing and 
crying continue to come from the 
guestroom. He knocked and opened the 
door apologizing, “I am sorry to disturb 
you, but I overheard your pain, are you not 
feeling well, how can we help you?” 

The Rebbe turned to his host and 
explained, “Thank G-d I am Baruch 
Hashem feeling fine, however I was just 
reciting Tikkun Chatzos.” “Hmmm. . 
.Tikkun Chatzos?” asked the puzzled 
innkeeper scratching his head and pulling 
at his beard, “what's that?” “It is the prayer 
recited over the destruction of our holy 
temple, the beis hamikdash,” explained the 
Rebbe patiently. “What is the beis 
hamikdash?” asked the innkeeper. 

The Czernobler proceeded to explain 
how all the Jews once dwelled in the holy 
land, and how Hashem had commanded 
them to build a temple, and how they had 
worshipped there before it was destroyed 
due to our many sins and we were dispered 

in the exile. “And soon,” explained the 
Rebbe with a note of yearning and longing, 
“Moshiach will come and gather us all in 
from the exile, bring us back up to Eretz 
Yisroel, surely you anticipate his coming 
any day as we all do?” 

At this query the simple innkeeper 
grew even more perplexed, “Hmmm. . .I 
am not sure let me go and ask my wife.” He 
went back upstairs, told his wife about their 
guests special prayers of the temple, 
explained to her what he had said and 
asked her opinion on the matter. “Go and 
tell our guest,” said the innkeeper's wife, 
“that we have Baruch Hashem saved some 
money, here we own a flock of geese, some 
property and we have a way of life, why 
should we give all that up and move to 
Eretz Yisroel when Moshiach arrives?” The 
innkeeper turned and relayed his wife's 
words to the Rebbe. “Go and tell your wife 
that here in galus,” explained the Rebbe, 
“while we are in exile among the nations, 
the goyim torture and hurt us making our 
lives difficult and miserable, in Eretz 
Yisroel that will all end.” 

Nodding his head in understanding 
the innkeeper went back to his wife and 
related to her what the Rebbe said adding 
“Don’t you remember what happened last 
week when Ivan, our neighbor got drunk 
and smashed all our windows? In Eretz 
Yisroel the Rebbe promises we will not 
have these problems!” he stated. The 
innkeeper's wife thought a bit and then her 
eyes filled with a light of understanding 
and her expression filled with 
comprehension. 

“Aha, I've got it! Go and tell the 
Rebbe, I have a solution. Here we are 
comfortable and settlled. We own property 
and the only problem are the goyim. Tell 
the Rebbe that when Moshiach comes he 
will solve all our problems by taking the 
goyim with him to Eretz Yisroel!” 

When the holy Czernobler heard the 
innkeeper's answer, he said “Now I 
understand the meaning of the verse in 
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Parshas VaEra Shemos 6:6 Hashem says “I 
will take you out from the sufferings of 
Mitrzayim,” I will cause you to no longer be 
able to suffer and endure the exile and then 
you will want to go out. That is our sin,” 

exclaimed the Rebbe, “we have become so 
settled to living in the exile in our 
complacency we are happy and believe 
there can be nothing better, how wrong we 
are!” 

� � � � � � � 
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Four Days Is A Very Long Time 

One day, a man who appeared 
obviously distraught and worn down, 
knocked at the door of the Chazon Ish. He 
told the Chazon Ish that he had felt ill for a 
few days, and eventually he had felt so ill 
that he was hospitalized. The doctors 
performed a battery of tests, and they 
found a virulent infection which had 
invaded his body. They sadly informed the 
man that he had only four day to live; they 
did not have any medication that would be 
effective for this infection. The man broke 
down sobbing as he finished his story, and 
the Chazon Ish soothed him and calmed 
him down.  

The Chazon Ish opened a Chumash 
Bereishis, and turned to the first pages of 
the parsha. He said to the man, "Look what 
Hashem created on the first day," and the 
Chazon Ish began to recite all the things 
which Hashem created on the first day of 
creation. "Look what Hashem created on 
the second day," and again the Chazon Ish 
read the pasukim, and listed one by one the 
things which were created on the second 
day. He continued with the third day, and 
the fourth day. "So, if the Creator of the 
World was able to create so many things in 
four days, don't you believe that in four 
days He can create a medicine for you 
which will heal you completely?" The 
Chazon Ish encouraged the man not to give 
up hope, but rather he should daven for 
himself, and plead with Hashem that He 
heal him from his infection. He reminded 
him that the gates of Tefila are never 
locked, especially before the tefila of a sick 
person, which is tefila at a time of tzara.  

The eyes of the man lit up at the 

Chazon Ish’s words. He began to daven 
fervently for himself, and since he was 
following the instructions of a holy man, a 
unbelievable miracle occurred. A new 
medicine was imported to Eretz Yisroel 
from America in the following days. This 
sick man was one of the first people that 
the medicine was tested on, and it became 
clear that the medicine was effective for the 
infection which was ravaging his body. 
Within a short time, the man was healed 
completely. (Barchi Nafshi) 
www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Chazon-Ish-Four-Days-Is-A-

Very-Long-Time/1677  

� � � 

If You Can Bring Me Just Two Good 
Men 

An avreich once approached the 
Chazon Ish seeking his advice on which of 
two job offers he should accept.  The 
avreich told the Chazon Ish that the first 
offer was to serve as a maggid shiur in a 
small yeshivah.  He also explained that if he 
did not accept this offer, there were 
definitely others who would be happy to 
accept the position.  The second offer was 
to serve as a kashrus mashgiach for the 
Rabbanut.  The avreich mentioned that if 
he accepted this position, he would be able 
to purify the whole country with kosher 
foods.  

The Chazon Ish inquired of the 
avreich whether he would be capable as a 
maggid shiur of influencing at least two of 
his talmidim to continue learning during 
bein hazemanim exactly as they did during 
the zeman.  The avreich answered that he 
thought he would be capable of this.  The 
Chazon Ish then said, “You should know 
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that two bochurim who will learn during 
bein hazemanim as if it was the middle of 
the zeman is worth far more than purifying 
Eretz Yisrael with kosher foods!”   (Told 
over by Rav Matisyahu 

� � � � � � �

Y 

A prayer for success in Torah study 
by the Chazon Ish whose yahrzeit is 
15th of MarCheshvan 

May it be Your Will Hashem, our G
G-d of our forefathers, that You have mercy 
on my son [name of son] son of [mother's 
name], and direct his heart to love and fear 
 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of t

There are 7 qualities that 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous

again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

everything over the entire world.
The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.
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that two bochurim who will learn during 
as if it was the middle of 

the zeman is worth far more than purifying 
with kosher foods!”   (Told 

 Solomon, 

Mashgiach Ruchni of Lakewood 
Sheyash Bahem)  
www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/The

Bring-Me
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A prayer for success in Torah study 
yahrzeit is 

Will Hashem, our G-d and 
d of our forefathers, that You have mercy 

on my son [name of son] son of [mother's 
name], and direct his heart to love and fear 

Your Name, and to be diligent in the study 
of Your holy Torah. May You remove from 
before him all circumstances that may 
deter him from diligent study of Your holy 
Torah and may you make ready all the 
conditions that will bring him/her closer to 
Your holy Torah. 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him:

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

even if it may seem impossible. 

knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem

everything over the entire world. 
The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed –

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.
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corner/The-Chazon-Ish-If-You-Can-
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Your Name, and to be diligent in the study 
of Your holy Torah. May You remove from 

rcumstances that may 
deter him from diligent study of Your holy 
Torah and may you make ready all the 
conditions that will bring him/her closer to 

 

 

the Gate of Trust 

has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to 

times on the path I travel, He shall help  me 

Hashem who controls 

– loving kindness 
more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 


