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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT VAYIGASH 5777

WHY YAAKOV DESCENDED TO EGYPT WITH HONOR

When Yosef  revealed his  identity  to  his  brothers,  he  said:  "and  now,  be  not  distressed,  nor

reproach yourselves for having sold me here, for it was to be a provider that G- sent me ahead

of you" (Bereishis 45:5). The Torah refers to Yosef being a provider as bringing "michya", life or

sustenance.  My  Rebbe  Harav  Dessler  zt"l  explains  that  the  life  and  sustenance  Yosef  was

bringing was actually spiritual and not physical.

Based on this teaching of Harav Dessler, I am able to understand a Gemara that I had always

found puzzling. The Gemara says that Yaakov Avinu should have been taken down to Egypt in

iron chains, but because of his merit he came in a more elegant and royal fashion. I  always

found it difficult to understand why it was due to his merit that he was spared this. If we were

to ask Yaakov Avinu what he would prefer - would he rather make the journey from Hebron to

Egypt in iron chains or would he rather come down in a more honorable fashion but have to

undergo the suffering of having the Divine Presence depart from him for 22 years, of the bitter

disputes between his sons, of his beloved Yosef being sold as a slave and for his elderly father

to end the last twelve years of his life mourning over the loss of Yosef. The pasuk when Yaakov

was  shown  Yosef's  blood-stained  garment,  states:  "and  his  father  bewailed  him"  (Bereishis

37:35)? Some of the commentaries explain that this refers not to Yosef's father Yaakov but to

Yaakov's father Yitzchak. Wouldn't Yaakov have chosen to suffer the trip from Hebron to Egypt
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in iron chains rather than have to undergo all that he went? Why then is it considered due to his

mert that he was spared that?

The answer is that purpose of all that Yaakov experienced with the sale of Yosef and the descent

to  Egypt  was  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  Jewish  nation.  Yaakov  certainly  preferred

preserving the Jewish nation even if it meant he had to suffer the sale of Yosef and everything

else. The Rambam writes that while in Egypt, all  that Avraham Avinu had planted was nearly

uprooted.  Had  Yaakov  and  his  family  come  down  in  a  different  and  less  honorable  manner

perhaps the Jewish people would have been uprooted entirely by descending into the fiftieth

gate of impurity.

Why may this  have happened?  Had  Yaakov  and his  sons descended  to  Egypt  as  slaves,  the

Jewish people in Egypt may have felt inferior to the Egyptians and may have greater desire to

assimilate among them. They arrived as honorable people, they were given their own place to

live in Goshen and they didn't intermingle with the Egyptians. Yosef took many steps to insure

that they would remain separate from the Egyptians. Firstly he declared that the entire Egyptian

nation were slaves of Pharaoh. We are then told: "as for the nation, he resettled it  by cities,

from one  end  of  Egypt's  borders  to  the  other"  (Bereishis  47:21).  The Gemara  explaisn  that

Yosef's purpose was so that should the Egyptians look down at the Jews for being in exile, they

would be able to answer back that the Egyptians too have been moved around and are not living

in the place where they grew up. In this manner the Jews in Egypt would not feel inferior and

would have no desire to assimilate into Egyptian culture.

With this, Yosef made it possible for the Jewish people to be able to leave Egypt and not sink

into the lowest level of impurity. While it's true that four-fifths of the people died in the plague

of darkness, the other fifth did come out. Furthermore, the tribe of Levi was never enslaved and

certainly never assimilated. They kept the mitzvah of brit milah while in Egypt. The others who

were not in the tribe of Levi were able to come out of Egypt lead by Moshe and Aharon, and in

the merit of the mitzvoth of brit milah and the Korban Pesach. Without Yosef this would never

have happened and perhaps there would have been no remembrance of the Jewish nation, chas

v'shalom. This is the meaning of Yosef having been sent "lemichyah", to provide - to provide a

basis for them being able to leave Egypt.

We are taught that Yosef had the entire Egyptian population undergo bris milah. He certainly

had no intention of converting them, but he did it for the same reason as above, that the Jewish

people should not feel like outcasts because they had a bris milah. He wanted them to feel good

about it  to make sure that they would continue to observe the mitzvah. Although throughout

most of the stay in Egypt the people did not observe this mitzvah, at least Yosef managed to

make sure that the first generation kept the mitzvah, for at that time there was no reason not

to.

Last week we read in Parshat Miketz, following Pharaoh's dreams when he was told that perhaps

Yosef could interpret the dream, he said to Yosef: "I dreamt a dream, but no one can interpret

it"  (Bereishis  41:15).  Pharaoh  was  not  looking  for  just  any  interpretation  of  the  dream,  he

wanted something practical to do with the dream, what was it telling him to do. For example,

some of  his  wise men interpreted it  to  mean that he would  have seven daughters  and they

would  all  die.  Pharaoh  rejected  this  because  he  saw  no  practical  reason  why  he  should  be

informed of such a thing. Yosef gave him something practical - there was to be seven years of

famine and he must prepare for them. Pharaoh also learned that when a tzaddik like Yaakov

Avinu arrives, the entire decree could be nullified, or if not totally nullified then perhaps as the

Tosefta explains to be postponed until  the days of Nebuchadnezzar.  It was important for  the

Jewish people to also see the power of a tzaddik.

We are taught that the Jewish people were taken out from Egypt in the merit  of  not having

changed  their  name,  not  having  changed  their  clothing,  not  having  changed  their  tongue,

desisting from illicit relations and some say they kept Shabbos. It was in this merit that they

were able to leave Egypt.
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With Hashem's help the Moshiach will  arrive soon and the exile will  end, where "he will  turn

back to hashem the hearts of fathers with the sons and the hearts of sons with their fathers"

(Malachi 3:24).

This Sunday will be the fast of Asarah BeTevet. There is a dispute among the Rishonim whether

if Asarah BeTevet were to fall on Shabbos would we fast on Shabbos like Yom Kippur or would it

be pushed off as is the case with the other fast days (Tzom Gedaliah, Shiva Asar beTamuz, and

Tisha B'Av). The reason why Asarah BeTevet may be different is that the pasuk states that we

should  fast  "b'etzem  hayom  hazeh",  an  expression  not  found  in  the  other  fasts.  R'  Chaim

explains  that  the  other  fasts  are  simply  referred  to  as  "the  fast  of  the  fourth  month",  for

example. This means that there is a specific day for it but if that's not possible then it can be on

another  day  in  that  month.  Asarah  BeTevet,  on  the  other  hand,  should  be  "b'etzem hayom

hazeh" like Yom Kippur, only on the day itself - you can't fast tomorrow in place of today.

With our fixed calendar, Asarah BeTevet never falls on Shabbos, but it's the only one that falls

on Erev Shabbos and the halachah is that we fast until Shabbos and may not eat while still day.

With Hashem's help may this coming Sunday be transformed to a day of simcha and we will not

have to fast.
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