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Now You Know 
When Lavan switched daughters on 
Yaakov’s wedding night, Leah married 

what was supposed to have been her 
sister’s husband. 

Later, when Rachel asked for some of 

the flowers Reuven had brought her, 
Leah retorted, “Isn’t it bad enough that 

you took my husband, and now you 
want my flowers too?” 

Rachel had done such a good job of 
trying to keep Leah from feeling guilty 

that Leah actually believed Yaakov was 
supposed to be her husband and it was 
Rachel who was the interloper! 

This amazing trait was passed down in 
the spiritual DNA of Yosef. When he 

revealed himself to his brothers, instead 
of pointing out how they had wronged 

him, he soothed them and told them not 
to feel bad! 

This is another example of how we can 

benefit our children and future 
generations by working on perfecting 

ourselves and our midos.  

It just goes to show us that nothing ever 
goes to waste – HaShem just saves it 
for use at the appropriate moment. 

Sunday is the fast of the 10th of Teves, 
when Nevuchadnezzar of Bavel began the 
siege of Jerusalem. 

On that day, HaShem appeared to 
Yechezkel, who lived in Bavel, and told 
him what was happening. HaShem told 
him to write down the date of the 
prophecy. Later, when news reached 
Bavel of what had happened, it was 
proven that Yechezkel, and Yirmiya 
before him, were true nevi’im. 

Though short, this fast is significant 
because it began the downward spiral of 
our troubles. Perhaps, that’s what 
happens when you allow false prophets 
to cloud your judgment. 

Thought of the week: 

The devil’s not in the 

details. That’s G-d. 

(XY:DM TYwARB) „...YNDA YNZAB RBD VDBE AN RBDY‰ 
“Let your servant please speak something into the master’s ear...”(Genesis 44:18) 

When the Egyptian Viceroy declared that for stealing his cup, Binyomin, Yaakov’s youngest 
son, would become his slave, it was up to Yehuda to step in. 

He approached the viceroy and asked to speak something in his ear, i.e. privately. Yehuda 
hoped to convince the Viceroy (whom he didn’t know was Yosef) to take him in Binyomin’s 
place, since he had guaranteed the lad’s safe return to his father. This was not something 
accounted for in Egyptian law, so Yehuda told the Viceroy that he was as good as a 
Pharaoh who could do anything he wanted. 

The commentaries explain that he asked to speak “something,” davar - literally a word, 
meaning he wanted to convey a short message. Yet, Yehuda goes on to make a lengthy 
speech, recounting details of their previous conversations that the Torah didn’t even bother 
to share in the earlier verses. 

The Ramban says the “thing” Yehuda wanted was that he would switch with Binyomin. At 
the same time, by retelling the story, he alluded to the fact that had Yosef not insisted that 
Binyomin come down, Binyomin would not have stolen the cup. Since it was Yosef’s fault, 
he should grant some leeway and take Yehuda in his stead. 

What we see, though, is that even though the Torah recounted many words of Yehuda’s 
argument, there really was one small point that could probably have been said in fewer 
words. We see from there that sometimes it is worth a lot of things happening, or a lot of 
words spoken, for the one benefit that is desired. 

It is like the Rishonim who wrote that HaShem could create an empire, imbue it with 
strength to exist a thousand years, all so that one day, a tzaddik could rest in the shade of 
the ruins of a castle. This means that when we think things are meaningless, or 
superfluous, it’s possible that they are actually key to HaShem’s master plan. 

We must therefore be attuned to everything that goes on around us and never think 
anything is coincidence. Whatever happens is for a reason and even the most far-removed 
actions are inter-related. Just as this whole story needed to be relayed for “a small thing” to 
come to light, so is every action or event that takes place required to make HaShem’s 
point. 

Sometimes we wonder why we need to go through different things. We find the challenges 
and frustrations pointless. This parsha teaches us that everything is important and there’s 
definitely something that we are supposed to learn along the way, even if it takes a while. 

A man was writing a sefer on the questions of R’ Akiva Eiger. He had spent much time and 
rigorous study in trying to answer or explain these issues. 

One night, his wife awoke to find him jumping on his bed, nearly dancing in joy. “What on 
earth are you doing?!” she asked. 

“R’ Akiva Eiger came to me in a dream tonight and told me that the explanation I wrote 
today was wrong,” he explained excitedly. 

“If he said you were wrong,” she asked querulously, “why are you so happy?” 

“Didn’t you hear what I said?” he asked. “I said he told me that what I wrote today was 
wrong. That means that everything else was right!” ☺ 
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May the Torah study caused by 

this sheet serve as a merit for a 

Refuah Shelaima for  

Miriam Chaya bas Bracha,  

a young mother of three who 

slipped into a coma while giving 

birth to her newborn this week.  

Please have her in your prayers. 
 

It’s not a big deal, 

but it certainly is! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


