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  PARenting From the PARsha בס"ד  

Special Purim Issue     
     

        The Purim story took place at a turning point in Jewish history when revelation of Shechina transformed into סתר פניםה , i.e., 
the concealment of the Shechina. A veil appeared to have been drawn over the Divine protection of Am Yisroel, especially 
with the decree of annihilation. An atmosphere of doom permeated throughout Klal Yisroel.  

 
Had Hashem forsaken His people? In a sequence of reversals that we term, נהפך הואו , Hashem’s “lack of involvement” proved 
to be a deliberate plan of love and yeshua.  The Megillah teaches the crucial principle that the Al-lmighty is just as active in 
our everyday lives, performing miracles in the “light” as well as “darkness.”  
 
Rebbe Mori Rav Nachman Bulman, zt”l, illustrated this foundation through the well-known (and to some, the most important) 
mitzvah of Purim: one should drink     רור המן לברוך מרדכיע בין אעד דלא יד . What does this mean? Rav Bulman was 
mechadesh that one should reach a point where he cannot discern between the difference between “good” and “evil” 
because they are both good, i.e. they are brought about by Hashem for ultimate good and tikun.  
   
When one becomes drunk, he fulfills the posuk:  סודיין יצא  סכננ When wine enters the body, the pinimius is revealed. If one is 
a ben Torah, baal midos tovos,etc., it will be apparent in what he says.  Otherwise, the “pinimius” that is expressed will be 
reflective of a more base nature. I can suggest another explanation. When wine enters the body, the “physical secrets” of the 
inner body exit. Inebriation can also cause bizarre behavior and physical harm.  We know that once a year our children can 
benefit from “chilling out” and be provided outlets that are not appropriate at other times of the year, but we also know that 
boundaries are necessary. 
 
The following are some ideas how to involve our children positively in the Purim experience: 
 
1) Projects- In addition to preparation mishloach manos for others, each family member can do so also for the family. The 
Purim brocho to the recipient would express a positive message such a simcha, ahava, achdus, growth in Torah, etc. which 
can be decorated with images connected to the brocho. For example, a brocho of a bayis of torah, could include a picture of a 
sefer Torah, Har Sinai, kids learning in a classroom, etc. Instead of food, the bag can be filled with arts and crafts connected to 
the topic of the brocho. Family members work as a unit, or otherwise separately, presenting their mishloach manos, as a 
surprise. Participants are armed with markers, smiley faces, cotton balls, ribbon, scissors, stickers, glue, tape, etc. Regarding 
misloach manos that children send to friends, parents can use this as a means of expressing praise and raising self-esteem, 
such as, “Tuli, you’re sending out eight mishloach manos to friends? You must be quite a popular person in your class”; or, 
“Leah, I’m sure your costume will outshine everyone else’s.”   
2) Decorating-Costumes Children, helping to decorate the walls of homes and classrooms, should be praised for their 
accomplishments. Allowing the child to choose and help make the costume encourages creativity and feeling of 
accomplishment. 
4) Drama- Siblings plan and perform plays from events of the Megilla. This is very effective way of promoting creativity, and 
facilitating positive self-worth and confidence.  
5) Mishloach Manos and Matanos L’evyonim- The parent or older sibling while accompanying the child to distribute 
mishloach manos can explain the purpose of this mitzvah and how to perform it. Matanos L’evyonim is also a wonderful 
opportunity to train the child in mitvas tzedakah, responsibilty and how to give with a smile!  
6)Seudah-  Use the Purim seudah to encourage d’vrei torah, singing, dancing, and enjoyment of the chag.  The parents 
should be full of simcha and pay attention to the needs of the children. We are always toward family unity and shalom. 
 
Purim Sameach and much nachas from your diamonds!  


