
 

  

‘Bringing his relative closer’ – ''המקרב את קרובו   
It was very unpleasant for me to sing at the wedding of a customer 
on the night that my brother was making a seudas bar mitzvah for his 
son. But, what could I do when the wedding was booked before the 
bar mitzvah date was set and I needed the income, which is not a 
small matter. Still, I sang happy songs with a pinched heart… in my 
heart I made up my mind that it would not happen again. 
Two years later, the story repeated itself, the same brother again 
made a bar mitzvah on a night that I was booked to sing at another 
affair… This time I already knew that it would not happen and I went 
to great lengths to arrange a replacement singer that would be 
acceptable to the one making the Simcha, since we are working with 
a planner who takes care of the sound system and all the other things 
necessary for an affair… 
On the day of the bar mitzvah, an acquaintance ran into me on the 
street in a completely random manner and began to preach to me 
that I was not right for cancelling the event and he reasoned like this: 
“Aren’t you in need of the income, and at an event like this you can 
walk out with a nice profit to support your house, then why give up 
the income when you are in such dire need?!” 
I replied that there is a special mitzvah to bring his relative closer and 
income comes from Heaven and everyone just has to put in the 
effort, and from my viewpoint this is not putting in the effort when it 
comes to a family Simcha… 
He grabbed me and did not let go until I started having doubts that 
he might attack me when the Creator then had mercy on me and my 
cell phone in my pocket rang. I grabbed the phone with the hope of 
getting away from him, and because of the surrounding noise I put 
the call on speaker. The voice on the other end asked me my name 
and my family name. I answered the questions directly and then we 
heard the voice shout from the phone: “Mazel Tov, Mazel Tov!!! You 
won second prize in the lottery!!!” 
I didn’t understand what he was talking about, until he clarified that 
two months ago I had donated ten shekels to a worthy cause and 
they entered me in the lottery. The donation was not for the lottery, 
but Heaven arranged that on the day of the bar mitzvah of my 
nephew I got the news that I had won the exact amount I would have 
made at the affair that night!!! 
Now the acquaintance who tried so hard to convince me that I had 
used poor judgment was convinced and he pressured me to send the 
story to Tiv HaHashgacha to inform everyone that whoever does the 
will of Hashem never loses out!!! 
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 זכור את אשר עשה לך עמלק
Remember what Amalek did to you 

 This Shabbos is called 'Shabbos Zachor' because we read 
Parashas Zachor on it. Similarly, the holy days of Purim, which 
should come to us with goodness, fall during the upcoming 
week and we read the portion of the Torah that describes the 
War of Amalek. The first question is: Why is it so important to 
remember the War of Amalek, so much so, that it is one of the 
six remembrances that we must remember every day? 
The story is told about HaRav HaChassid Rebbe Levi Yitzchak 
Bender zt"l, one of the prominent followers of Breslev of the 
previous generation, who was once traveling to Meron and 
while traveling, the car he was riding in overturned. Through a 
great miracle he emerged unharmed. Afterwards, for many 
years, every time he passed the place where the miracle 
occurred, he asked that they stop the car, he would get out of 
the car and he would joyously recite, ' ברוך שעשה לי נס במקום
 Blessed... that He performed a miracle for me in this' - 'הזה
place.' 
From this story we see an example of remembering something 
good that happened, a miracle that occurred for a Jew, 
something that we are happy to remember, and we remember 
it at every opportunity, but the War of Amalek? This happened 
thousands of years ago and the truth is that when we read 
'Parashas Zachor' we do not actually remember exactly what 
took place there... then why is this remembrance so important? 
In fact, the answer is found within the parsha. We refer to 
Amalek ' בדרך ךאשר קר ' - 'that he happened upon you on the 
way', his whole purpose is to cool you down. What he wants 
more than anything is to have you forget, forget who you are, 
forget what you need to do, forget Who created the world and 
runs it at every moment, and also forget what Amalek wanted 
to do to you when you left Egypt. Then, the war with him is 
through remembering, remember that you are a Jew, the son of 
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, remember that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu created the entire world and He is the Leader, and 
He runs the entire world with all its details at every moment, 
and also remember that which Amalek did to you when you left 
Egypt. 
 It is appropriate to mention the words of the 'Bais Aharon' who 
wrote 'Every Jew, with everything that he does, must see this as 
an eradication of the memory of Amalek. When every Jewish 
person does this, I am sure that very quickly he will be relieved 
from all his distresses.' 
It should be His will that we merit to fulfill the words as written, 
and we should merit to receive the sanctity of the Days of 
Purim and to fulfill them properly. 
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to another and sometimes it seems to him that things contradict each 
other. Had he delved deeper in his learning he would have reached 
different conclusions and he would have understood the fine 
distinctions between one thing and another, and he would have 
understood the reason and rationale for things. We find that only this 
Torah is in the category of 'למאור' - 'to light' and only Torah like this 
illuminates and is clear and bright. 
When Torah is learned in this way, then the person merits  להעלות נר'
 to light a lamp continually’, that is, to continually elevate in‘ – תמיד'
the ways of the Torah and the mitzvos, for 'נר' – ‘lamp’ signifies 
mitzvah as stated (Mishlei 6:23) 'כי נר מצוה' – ‘for a commandment is a 
lamp’. When a person merits Torah, the power of the fire of Torah can 
extinguish the fire of the Inclination and as a side effect, all hindrances 
to the fulfillment of mitzvos and the Torah are nullified by themselves. 
He merits fulfilling all the mitzvos properly and similarly merits the 
category of 'תמיד' – ‘continually’, that is, clinging that is hinted at in 
this word as is stated (Tehillim 16:8) 'שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד' – ‘I have set 
Hashem before me always’. 
The power of the Torah to consume the fire of the Inclination are 
explained by Chazal in the Gemara (Succah 52b, Kiddushin 30b) ‘It was 
taught in the Bais Midrash of Rebbe Yishmael: If this revolting one 
[the Evil Inclination] engages you, draw him into the study hall. If he is 
like a stone, he will dissolve, and if he is like iron, he will shatter. If he 
is a stone, he will dissolve as it says (Yeshayahu 55:1)  הוי כל צמא לכו

 Ho! All who are thirsty, get you to water, and it says (Iyov – למים
בנים שחקו מיםא (14:19  – water wears down stones. If he is iron, he 
will shatter as it says (Yirmiyahu 23:29)  'הלוא כה דברי כאש נאם ה

עטיש יפצץ סלוכפ  – Are not my words like fire, says Hashem, and like a 
hammer that shatters a rock. 
I remember that which I heard more than fifty years ago from HaRav 
HaChassid Rebbe Meir Grossman zt”l, the community in general only 
knew him as one involved in the needs of a mitzvah but when he 
spoke to me it was clear that he was a master of Torah. When he 
wanted me, he would call to me: “Gamliel, come to me!” And so, I 
approached him and then he told me: “A young man came into the 
Bais HaMidrash, took a Gemara for himself, sat down to learn ‘an ox 
that gores a cow’. Does that young man even have an ox or a cow? 
Does he even know to distinguish between an ox and a cow? 
Sometimes not! Yet, when he studies these words he consumes and 
incinerates his Evil Inclination.” 
These words came from the heart and entered the heart and until 
today these words are engraved in my heart, and whenever I need an 
awakening, I imagine before me how these words were uttered by 
Rebbe Meir, and these words encourage me. 
While I am discussing the great benefit of studying Torah, it is fitting 
to bring down the content of the words of the Ari HaKadosh in the 
writings. Just as a person needs clothing and food while he is in this 
world, he needs these two aspects in the eternal world; the mitzvos 
and good deeds that the person does while in this world are similar to 
clothing for the soul, and the Torah that he learns is like food. 
Therefore, says the Ari HaKadosh, even if a person is involved in many 
good deeds while he is in this world, still, if he does not set aside his 
time to study Torah he will not be able to be sustained in the eternal 
World Above, for without food the person cannot survive… 
In light of that which was stated, it is incumbent on us to strengthen 
the study of Torah at all times, and in this merit we should be worthy 
to rise in elevations of the Torah and service, and to stand strong 
against the winds of the times and to be sustained eternally in the 
World that is Totally Good.   
 

 במעלת לימוד התורה
The benefit of studying the Torah 

 
ויקחו אליך שמן זית זך כתית למאור ואתה תצוה את בני ישראל 

)כז:כ(להעלות נר תמיד:   

And you will command the Children of Israel that they shall take 
for you clear olive oil, crushed, for illumination, to light a lamp 
continually. (27:20) 
A simple reading of this posuk describes the oil for the menorah, 
however, since our Torah is eternal there must be something 
hidden in this posuk and other posukim in the parsha that are 
relevant to nowadays. It would be appropriate to consider them 
and to gather these teachings that guide a person on his way and 
teach us how to conduct ourselves. 
Perhaps the intent of the posuk is to teach a person how to delve 
into the Torah of Hashem Yisbarach with much effort, for 
through this he will merit to be refined and be able to elevate, 
and his Torah should be a protection against the enemy, the 
Inclination, which constantly strives to cause him to stumble. This 
is the intent of the statement 'ואתה תצוה את בני ישראל' - 'And 
you shall command the Children of Israel', the intention of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is to teach the shepherds of Israel who are 
in place of Moshe, that the influence of Moshe is felt in every 
generation. It is up to them to instruct Israel, that is, to bind 
them to their Creator, as 'תצוה' is an expression of instruction 
and attachment. The intent with this is to connect them with 
their roots of Above. How do they earn this? By fulfilling ' ויקחו

 And they shall take for you', which is to arouse that which' - 'אליך
is above you, that is, the Torah. Moshe was the middleman 
between HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Israel to give them the Holy 
Torah. When the Children of Israel are aroused to receive the 
Torah that was given to him, then they earn the true attachment 
to their Creator. 
This is the intended meaning of the posuk 'שמן זית זך' - 'pure 
olive oil', that olive oil refers to the Torah as it helps those who 
toil in Torah as we have learned (Berachos 57a) 'If one sees olive 
oil in a dream - he should hope for the light of Torah as it states 
' יך שמן זית זךויקחו אל ' - 'And they shall take for you pure olive 
oil'. Chazal have also stated (Horiyos 13b) 'Rebbe Yochanan said: 
Just as the olive causes one to forget his learning of seventy 
years, so does olive oil return one's learning of seventy years'. 
Additionally, the word 'זך' - 'pure' alludes to the entire Torah of 
twenty-seven letters (22 regular letters and 7 final letters 
 the meaning of this intent of the posuk is that before ,(מנצפ"ך
one takes the item found by Moshe for himself, the Torah 
intended to define itself by 'שמן זית' and 'זך'.  
The Torah states that one's learning should be in the category of 
 crushed', that is, with much effort., for only when a' - 'כתית'
person learns with much effort is he totally sanctified, and he 
earns the right to elevate. This type of Torah refines the thoughts 
of a person and purifies his entire physical world. There are many 
causes for this. First, the very effort is like a detergent that 
cleanses and refines. The second cause is that it is only in this 
way can a person go down to the depths of the Torah and it is 
only through this that one merits to have the paths of Torah 
clarified before him. 
This is why it states 'למאור' - 'for light', for the Torah lights the 
way for the person. Were it not for the effort, the person would 
not see blessing from his learning even though he earns much 
knowledge in the Torah. Still, his learning is not arranged before 
him, and he does not know how to differentiate from one thing  
 
 


