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Shelach 5776- A Freudian Shift 
 
 

 In this week’s parsha we learn about the awful 

episode involving the Meraglim. They were a group 

of ten men who, upon return from reconnoitering the 

land of Eretz Yisrael, gave a most biased and slanted 

report together with a personal analysis that the 

Yidden would be unable to capture the land from the 

ferocious tribes that were currently there. Upon 

hearing this report, the nation, despite the 

protestations of Yehoshua, Calaiv, Moshe & Aharon, 

believed the Meraglim and fell into a state of despair, 

voicing their desire to return to the land of Mitzrayim. Even though there is no mention of this, it 

is obvious that the nation believed what they had heard from the Meraglim because of a lack of 

faith in Hashem, even though He had assured them several times that He would bring them to the 

Promised Land (yes, that it why it is called the Promised Land). They either believed that they 

were undeserving of His miraculous intervention or that He would be unable to follow through on 

His promise. This lead them to believe that they were “on their own” in this battle and, as the 

Meraglim had offered, they had nary a chance against the superior Tribes of Cana’an.  
 At the time of their despondency the nation said (amongst other things) “Ha'lo tov lanu 

shuv Mitzrayim” -” Is it not better for us to return to Mitzrayim?” (Bamidbar, 14:3). Rashi (ibid 

verse 40) tells us that when the Yidden finally realized their sin against Hashem and confessed by 

saying “Ki Chatanu”- “We have sinned”, they were referring to this specific statement of “Ha'lo 

tov lanu shuv Mitzrayim”. That this phrase was the focus of their apology tells us that it must 

contain. the root of their sin, a lack of faith in Hashem. Perhaps with a foray into the world of 

gematria we can find this offensive mindset in the three words ha’lo, tov & lanu. 
 The numerical value of the word ha’lo is 42. This number is a reference to the 42 letter 

name of Hashem overtly hinted to in Rebbi Nechunya ben Hakoneh’s “Ana beko’ach.  The Yidden 

by using Ha’lo as a question were in essence questioning Hashem in His 42 letter identity.  
 Tov normally has the numerical value of 17. But not over here. Because the tropp of this 

word is an extremely rare Maircha Chefulah - A double maircha tune under the Tes of Tov. That 

allows us to double the numerical value of the Tes. This ups the gematria to a total of 26, which 

of course is the numerical value of the 4 letter name of the merciful Hashem, Yud-Hai-Vav-Hai. 

What the Yidden were therefore saying was that Hashem's mercy (26) was not with them in this 

project, and they themselves must now replace that power of 26 into a plan which would be tov-

good - despite Hashem.  
 Lanu of course, has the numerical value of 86 which is Hashem’s name of din-judgement, 

El-o-him. Hashem had promised to dispose of the idol worshipping pagans of Cana’an meting out 

His judgement to them. But the Yidden did not believe that Hashem would do this. And they again 

replaced Hashem’s 86 with Lanu-us, we will from now on follow not El-o-him but lanu- our own 

decisions and our own prowess. 
 Ha’lo. Tov. Lanu. A most subtle trifecta of verbal doubting. This is where they exposed 

the root cause of their sin as a lack of faith in Hashem and they traded Him in for all sorts of human 

plans. 



 We must be cautious in our lives as Torah-true Yidden not to replace Hashem’s leadership 

and promises for any of the worldlier modes of success. We cannot look ahead to a safe financial 

future solely using our portfolios and market trends as the calculator. Instead we must have the 

faith to hire Hashem as our portfolio Manager, remembering to continuously ask Him for bracha 

and success.  
 An interesting thing happened to me a few weeks ago when I was texting someone using 

my Pentech cellphone, with its Qwerty keypad. I was attempting to type “iy"H” (Im yirtze Hashem 

- G-d willing) but instead of uppercasing the h (to get a H) I mistakenly shifted it (in the days of 

manual typewriters one had to press the shift key for uppercase letters). And instead of a capital 

“H” representing Hashem, it gave me a ”$” sign. Wow, what a scary parapraxis!! Just a subtle 

shift, that’s all it takes to replace the Creator with moolah. 
 Let’s remember cash may be king but it is not The King. 
 

Have a great Shabbos, 
 
Rabbi Nosson Greenberg 
 
Rav, Khal Machzikei Torah, Far Rockaway, N.Y.    ravgreenbergkmt@gmail.com 
 
 
P.S. If you would like to be part of “Project 16 in 16 in 16” where each week thru Yom Kippur you 
will receive a 5-10 minute audio on one of the Brachos of Birchas Hashachar, plus some other 
gems/stories regarding that bracha, please send your email address to 
Project16in16in16@gmail.com. If you received the first week’s audio there is no need to send us 
your email address as you are already on the list. 
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