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 Parshas Tazria is the first of two parshios in 
succession dealing mainly with the concept 
of tzara'as, a word commonly translated as 
leprosy. Tzara'as was a skin disease, like 
leprosy. However, unlike leprosy, tzara'as 
could also be caught by clothing, or even 
houses. It is also dealt with in a specific 
procedure outlined in these two parshios, 
which mainly involves inspections and 
quarantines conducted by a kohen and 
a specific purification procedure which is 
discussed in Parshas Metzora, next week's 
parsha, in which we read that the person 
purified “should take two live, clean birds, 
cedar wood, red wool, and ezov (a type of 
herb). The kohen shall command, and one 
bird shall be slaughtered into a clay vessel 
over spring water. The live bird, he shall take 
it and the cedar wood, and the red wool 
and the ezov, and he shall dip them and the 
live bird into the blood of the bird that was 
slaughtered over the spring water, and he 
shall sprinkle seven times over the person 
being purified from tzara'as, he shall purify 
him, and he shall set the live bird free over 
the open field. The person being purified 
shall immerse his clothing, shave off all 
his hair, and immerse himself in water and 
become pure,” (14:4-8). The Torah continues 
to elaborate how the person must count 
seven pure days and then shave his hair 
again, immerse in the mikveh, and bring a 
korban.

 This highly unusual procedure is obviously 
rich with symbolism and meaning. Chazal tell 
us that this bizarre plague known as tzara'as 
is a punishment for speaking lashon hara. 
We see this by Miriam, who was smitten 
with tzara'as when she spoke against Moshe 
Rabbeinu. When a person speaks lashon 
hara against another person, ultimately what 
that represents is that the person speaking 
the lashon hara looks at a person and sees 
in him faults and chesronos. These faults 
bother him to the extent he then feels like 
telling other people: “look at so-and-so! He 
acts like this, he does that, when he davens 
he does this, when he learns, he does that.” 
The whole thing comes from looking at the 
other person critically.

 Looking at other people critically is a sign 
that the person is a baal gaavah, a haughty 
person. If he weren't, he wouldn't feel the 
need to criticize and look down upon others. 
If you criticize others, it means that you look 
at yourself as superior to them and exalted 
above them.
 

 On a deeper level, what it really means is 
more than this. If a person feels himself 
truly superior, he does not feel the need 
to bash and criticize others, because if the 
other person is truly below him, he is totally 
outside his radar, his sense of experience, 
and he does not feel the need to bash him. A 
person who bashes others is someone who 
feels he needs to reinforce his superiority, 
meaning that he is insecure about being 
superior to the other person at all. He wants 
to feel superior, and thus he engages in 
insults and bashing in order to raise himself 
up by dragging the other person down.

 Thus, the entire procedure of the metzora 
is designed to bring a person down from 
his gaavah, from this attitude of “I am better 
than you.” Thus, a person who receives 
tzara'as must “rip his clothing, the hair of his 
head must be unshorn, and he shall cloak 
himself till his moustache, and he shall call 
out: Tamei! Tamei!” (13:45). This humbling 
and belittling procedure breaks the person's 
ego, that he should realize how small and 
insignificant he is, how he does not need to 
exalt himself over others.

 Rashi explains that the reason why cedar 
wood is used in the purification procedure of 
the metzora is because “afflictions of tzara'as 
come because of haughtiness,” which, as 
the mefarshim explain, is symbolized by the 
cedar tree, which is a tall and mighty tree. 
In effect, the metzora is acknowledging that 
because he held himself high and mighty, he 
came to this punishment of tzara'as.

 Rashi also explains that the red wool, which 
is called tola'as, the same word as “worm,” 
and the ezov, which is a low bush, are also 
a reminder that a person must hold himself 
small, like the worm, or like a low bush. 
This also serves to reinforce the metzora to 
keep things in perspective and not look at 
the faults of others and exalt oneself above 
others.

 This is likely the main key to our Ahavas 
Yisrael, our love for other Jews. We must try 
to stop perceiving ourselves in a hierarchy 
of higher and lower, of Jews who are more 
favorable in Hashem's eyes, and less. That 
goes both for people who belong to the 
same kehilla as ourselves, and those who 
belong to other groups and factions in Klal 
Yisrael. We must look at ourselves all as 
Hashem's children, his chosen people, and 
we must respect each other for who we are. 
This is the only way that we will merit to the 
geulah!

When the Jewish camp "Yachlifu Ko’ach” 
at the Swiss mountain village resort, Mr. 
Buch, a respected member of the Zurich 
community who was visiting at that same 
time, had a few gentle words with the 
camp's Rav,
In the course of my work, I come in contact 
with a lot of gentiles from around here. The 
local custom in these mountain villages is 
to warmly greet anyone you pass and offer 
assistance graciously when necessary. 
I am sorry to tell you that some of these 
gentiles have claimed that the reason they 
despise Jews is that the visiting Jewish 
tourists do not bother to return their 
greetings. 
"Perhaps where you come from, people are 
not accustomed to saying Gut Shabbos' 
to every Jew they meet in the street, and 
certainly not to gentile strangers. But,” he 
added in a gentle but insistent tone, “even 
the malachim who came to visit Avraham 
Avinu changed their habits to adapt to the 
local custom.” 
The camp Rav appreciated this tactfully 
worded rebuke and shared the message 
of the importance of a warm and friendly 
greeting to everyone including non-Jews 
with his eager campers, 
At the end of that summer he was pleased 
to overhear some local villagers speaking 
among themselves: "What a fine group of 
boys the Jews sent here this time -  polite 
and friendly. It was a pleasure to have 
them.” “Baruch Hashem,” the Rav thought 
with satisfaction. "A true Kiddush Hashem!”

EVERY MORNING we pass our neighbor on 
the way to work, and each time, he gives us 
a warm greeting. If that is the case, we must 
try to give him our shalom first - “Seek peace 
and pursue it" (Tehillim 34)
In any case, we must be sure to respond to 
his greeting; if someone gives us shalom 
and we do not respond in kind, we are 
considered gazlanim (robbers). 
In contrast, when we bless our friend with 
a warm greeting, we are blessed from 
Shamayim.
But we should not limit our greetings to old 
friends and close neighbors. Chazal say that 
we should be the first to greet everyone. 
Yochanan ben Zakai was known for being 
the first to receive everyone he met even 
non-Jews with a warm greeting. 
Shammai Hazaken as well-though he was 
often mistakenly perceived as a grim, 
serious personality, due to his stringencies 
in halachah, was actually very particular to 
greet everyone beseiver panim yafos (with 
a warm smile).
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We learn about the metzora in this week's parsha. 
The Chofetz Chaim states that Tzara’as comes 
from speaking loshon hora. 
One of the main reasons that a person talks about 
others and finds faults in others is because he 
feels superior to them. Hashem wants to teach the 
metzora humility so He has him 
tear his clothes and call out: 
"Unclean, unclean." 
This teaches him not to 
look down at others.

Yeshiva Ohr Torah was known for its elaborate Torah fairs. Since the fair 
was going to be the week of Parshat Kodeshim, the Hanhalla decided 
to concentrate on Vehavta L’recha K’moicha. Rabbi Springer explained 
that he had specifically not chosen friends to be partners. He wanted 
the boys to learn to work with people that they don’t usually work 
with.

Yona was thrilled when he was matched up with Gedalia, the smartest 
boy in the grade. Yona thought that he was the luckiest kid in the class 
to have such a partner.  

On Sunday afternoon, Gedalia and went to Yona’s house to decide on 
a topic. Yona brought out his collection of the Ahavas Yisrael Network 
newsletters. “What are these for?” Gedalia asked sarcastically.

“I figured that we could use one of the topics that they include in the 
newsletter,” Yona explained.

But Gedalia had his own ideas and those were the ones he wanted to 
use. Yona decided that it wasn’t going to be worth it to argue with him. 
When he suggested that Gedalia write down his ideas, while he looked 
through the newsletters for ideas, Gedalia said, “That’s a waste of time. 
I’ll just tell them to you and you can write them down” 

Gedalia criticized Yona’s handwriting when he saw the paper. “If you 
want me to read this, you’ll have to write more neatly,” he complained. 
Instead of answering back, Yona just read the ideas out loud. They 
discussed each one until they decided to do the mitzvah of Bikur 
Cholim.

Since Yona and his father went to visit older men in the community 
on Shabbos, he thought that this would be a great idea. He had lots 
of ideas for the project. But Gedalia knocked down each idea with a 
negative comment. Again, Yona let it ride, but he had this feeling that 
maybe he wasn’t the luckiest kid in the class.

The criticism just went on and on. Gedalia didn’t like the Bikur Cholim 
stories he had written. He thought that it was too babyish. He didn’t like 
the way he cut out the letters for the title for the poster board. He even 
did them over himself. No matter what he did, Gedalia seemed to find 
some reason why it wasn’t good enough. 

Finally, Yona decided to talk to his Rebbi about his problem. But 
something interesting happened and Yona never got the chance to 
speak to him. 

The first thing the next morning, Rabbi started the class by saying: “We 
can write about Ahavas Yisrael and talk about it and do projects about 
it, but we have to use these ideas in our lives.” He told the boys that he 
wanted to see how things were working out with the partners. He told 
the boys to face their partner, look at him, and tell him what you like 
about working with him.”

The boys were really hesitant to do this. “I know it’s not your kind of 
thing,” said Rabbi Springer, “But it’s a really important thing to do.” 
Slowly the boys began to speak to each other. Yona told Gedalia that 
he was amazed at how much he knew and Gedalia told Yona that he 
was glad that Yona never argued with him. (Yona laughed to himself 
when he heard this.) 

After the boys had returned to their seats, he handed out a paper and 
told them to write about one problem that they are having. After recess, 
he would discuss the problem without mentioning names. 

Yona was shocked when the Rebbi read out his question: ‘My partner 
always finds something wrong with everything I do. What should I do?’  
Some said that they tried to change partners. Some boys had their 
parents call the Rebbe. One boy said that he had decided just to ignore 
the insults. It wasn’t worth arguing about. 

But what really got the class interested was when Gedalia asked, 
“What if your partner isn’t doing things the way you want to do it?” 
Lots of boys agreed with him. However, Yair disagreed and said, “It’s 
not about doing the best project. It’s like what we have been learning 
about. We have to get along.”. Rabbi Springer spent a lot of time on 
Yair’s point.

That night, after talking to Yona about the project, Gedalia asked him, 
“Was that your question about your partner finding fault with you?” 
Yona got a little nervous. Instead of answering the question directly, 
Yona replied, “What makes you think it was my question?”

Gedalia hesitated a moment and said, “Because I know that I can be 
very critical of people. My siblings tell me that all the time. When I heard 
the question, I knew right away that you had written it.“ 

Yona was speechless. He didn’t know what to say, so he just listened 
while Gedalia spoke. “I know I’m not the easiest partner to have 
because I’m a perfectionist. I do things over and over and over until I 
think that it’s  perfect. My parents keep reminding me that it’s ok to be 
that way when I work by myself. But when I work with someone else I 
can’t look at what I think are his faults.”

Yona tried to respond, but nothing came out of his mouth expect,”Uh 
hu.” 

Gedalia waited a few moments and then continued. “I really do like 
working with you, and I’m going to try to be less critical. I’ll even try not 
to get upset when you tell me to stop.”

Finally, Yona had something to say: “Sounds like a great plan. We can 
start putting it in place tomorrow when we work on our project.”

Both boys gave a sigh of relief as they high fived. 

The Chofetz Chaim was once eating a meal 
at an inn together with Rabbi Elchonon 

Wasserman and a few other people. One of the guests 
mentioned that the food lacked salt. The Chofetz Chaim 
whispered to him, “That’s loshon hora.” At first, Rabbi 
Wasserman did not understand how such an innocent 

statement could be thought of as loshon hora. But a short 
while later, when Rav Elchonon entered the kitchen, he saw 

the owner, who had overheard the guest’s comment, strongly 
censure the cook for not having taken sufficient care in 

preparing the meal for his prominent guests. 
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I RAN TO GET A DAIPER FOR MY MOTHER 
WHEN SHE WAS DIAPERING THE BABY. 
-MORDECHAI Z.

I BROUGHT OUT MY BROTHERS NEGEL VASSER 
AND EMPTIED IT INTO THE SINK.
-HESHY D.

I OFFERED TO BRING TO MY MOTHER HER 
PURSE BEFORE SHE ASKED FOR IT. 
-MOSHE CHAIM K.

MY MOTHER ASKED ME TO DO SOMETHING VERY HARD, AND I DID IT!    -MOISHY Z.


