
A NATION LIKE NO OTHER
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

As a society, we tend to focus on the negative, partly 
because news reports are usually negative, and partly 
because our quest for self-improvement naturally 
focuses on our flaws. But critical as it is to work on 
ourselves, we cannot allow ourselves to lose sight of 
the other side of the coin: the greatness of our nation.
Avi Cohen (name changed) was on his way from 
the Galil to Rosh Hanikra with his family and some 
friends, expecting an uneventful trip. The two cars 
drove along rough dirt roads in the hot sun when 
there was a sudden loud boom. Avi stopped his car 
and found that two tires had blown out. The Cohens 
waited at the side of the deserted road, while their 
friends drove down the road to look for help.
A few miles away was a small, rundown gas station. 
The Arab owner listened to the Cohens’ plight and 
leapt into action. He made phone calls, spent hours 
procuring tires of the correct size, and then insisted 
on installing them. When he had finished, he asked 
for a typical tire-changing rate, despite the effort he 
had invested and the Cohens’ desperation.
“You probably wonder why I spent so much time on 
you,” he said. “Whenever I see Jews, I do my best to 
help. I am Druze; my cousin was Zidan Seif, the first 
police officer on the scene of the terror attack in Har 
Nof. He shot at the terrorists, ending the attack, but 
paid for it with his life. Hundreds of Jews came to the 
funeral and to mourn with us. I will never forget the 
outpouring of compassion, love, and caring.”
In every community in klal Yisrael are caring, selfless 
people prepared to help others in need, a a beautiful 
testament to the results of the Torah way of life.  

CHOSEN PEOPLE: WHY?
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Why did Hashem choose Avraham? Not to make him rich and powerful, but 
to be the founder of a nation charged with a noble mission. Avraham was to 
instill in his son the guiding principles of the future nation, so that long after 
he passed away, his children would still live on the basis of these principles.

Their mission: lishmor derech Hashem laasos tzedakah u’mishpat. Lishmor 
derech Hashem means to walk before Hashem in holiness and purity, 
symbolized by the mitzvah of milah. Laasos tzedakah u’mishpat refers to 
decency in human relationships, exemplified by Avraham’s hospitality. Just 
as Hashem made milah the cornerstone of His people, just as later the Torah 
will place chukim before mishpatim, setting limits for the body and only then 
rules for relationships with each other—so too here it says first v’shamru 
derech Hashem, and only then laasos tzedakah u’mishpat. Walking with G-d 
in moral purity is a precondition for just human relationships. Mitzvos bein 
adam lamakom are the root of mitzvos bein adam lachaveiro.

continued on reverse side

 F R I D A Y  N O V E M B E R  1 0 T H ,  2 0 1 7  |  1 9  C H E S H V A N ,  5 7 7 8I S S U E  #  5 2  |  P A R S H A S  C H A Y E I  S A R A

There are many other parshiyos in the Torah that mention yetzias 
Mitzrayim. Nevertheless, Chazal chose Vayomer for daily recital 
because it contains other points that sit well with the theme of 
Shema. The parsha of tzitzis is a reminder to obey all of Hashem’s 
commandments, in keeping with the declaration of Shema. In the 
pasuk of velo sasuro, we are reminded not to allow our thoughts 
to stray to false ideas that contradict the  Torah, and not to let 
our eyes wander to see things we shouldn't. All these ideas are 
perfectly suited to be part of Krias Shema.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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Mishpat, justice, is what a person is entitled 
to demand. Tzedakah, benevolence, is not 
inherently one’s own. Typically, mishpat is 
mentioned before tzedakah; you cannot steal 
with one hand while dispensing charity with the 
other hand. In this pasuk, however, tzedakah is 
first, to protest the policies of Sedom.

Sedom shows us that a pleasure-seeking world, 
one that values a person only to the extent 
that he is useful, may twist justice into the 
double-edged sword of “what’s mine is mine; 
what’s yours is yours.” Under this philosophy, 
selfishness is sacred, helplessness is a crime, 
and offering assistance is foolish. In Sedom, 
what you are entitled to is dictated by your 
achievements, not your needs. A wealthy 
man like Lot, who provides jobs and profit, is 
granted rights; but those who cannot support 
themselves are punished, imprisoned, and 
deported. Mishpat without tzedakah is deprived 
of a humane spark and turns to cruelty.

In contrast, Avraham’s descendants place 
tzedakah ahead of mishpat. In certain cases, 
tzedakah is a legal obligation! We give Jewish 
tzedakah—not spare change that makes the 
giver proud and the recipient humiliated, nor 
public aid designed to insulate the rich from the 
anger of the poor. We give tzedakah, entitling 
the needy to the rights given to them by G-d. 
Tzedakah helps the poor stand tall, and the rich 
to realize that they are merely custodians of 
money that rightfully belongs to the poor.

True tzedakah and mishpat cannot be practiced 
in isolation, but are part of a G-dly life. This 
cannot be legislated by government, nor 
achieved through a Communist revolution. 
Only the soul can produce people with a sense 
of duty and commandment who will transmit 
Avraham's testament to generations: v’shamru 
derech Hashem laasos tzedakah u’mishpat. 

THE CYCLE OF SHOFTIM
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Every action begets a reaction, especially when the Ribbono shel Olam warned 
us in advance of the consequences of not cleansing Eretz Yisrael of the seven 
Canaanite nations: “What I thought to do to them, I will do to you.”

After each of the twelve tribes failed to complete their prescribed conquest, 
Pinchas was sent to rebuke them. He blasted them in the name of Hashem 
and revealed that Hashem would no longer help them fight their enemies. The 
people cried so much that the place was named “Bochim,” crying. But crying 
alone is not the solution. Actions speak louder than words, and louder than 
tears. In the days that followed, the Jews deteriorated even further and began 
worshipping the gods of the surrounding nations.

In order to understand the happenings of the Tanach, we must understand 
what is called yitzra d'avoda zara, the attraction to idol worship. From our 
perspective, it makes no sense whatsoever to make an idol and then bow down 
and pray to it. But every era has its own test, its own yetzer hara. When one 
challenge is over and the next one has begun, we look back on the past as a 
moment of insanity. But when Hashem causes something to be the nisayon of 
the time, it seems true and enchanting. The yetzer hara for avoda zara was a 
passion that we cannot grasp, but it was as real as the temptations of our time. 
Even learned and wise people were liable to stumble.

The era of the shoftim lasted almost 400 years. During that time, am Yisrael 
was conquered, controlled, pillaged and oppressed by foreign nations. Moav, 
Canaan, Midyan, Amon, and the Pelishtim all took their turn subjugating our 
people. And all this was the result of taking the easy way out, ignoring Hashem’s 
instructions to us.

Those periods of oppression total more than a quarter of Sefer Shoftim. Each 
time, Hashem sent a shofet to rebuke the Jews and bring them back in teshuva. 
Sometimes the teshuva lasted as long as the shofet lived, but there were times 
when the Jews slipped back to their old ways during the shofet’s lifetime. And 
when they did, their situation worsened.

One of the great gifts of Tanach is the ability to see patterns of hashgacha in the 
world. Just as a person does not notice the daily growth of a baby, so too do we 
fail to discern the cycle of reward and punishment from day to day, or even from 
year to year. But when we look upon the entire panorama of history, seeing the 
forest rather than individual trees, it is clear that the more faithfully we adhered 
to the will of Hashem, the better we faired. One would think, after years of 
reverting to idol worship and paying the penalty, that we would finally learn our 
lesson, but such is human nature.  

BUZZ WORDS

Why do bees need stingers?
The sting of a bee, which unthinking people may consider a disadvantage to the world, is 
really the means to a great blessing. The bee is an essential factor in the pollination of over a 
hundred thousand species of plants, including all trees bearing pitted fruits, and numerous 
others—in addition to the honey it produces. Without the sting to protect its honey and hive, 
the bee could not survive, and the world would be deprived of a hundred thousand benefits. 
Instead of thinking of the bee's sting as a disadvantage, we must be grateful to the Creator for 
all the delicious fruits and beautiful flowers that it makes possible.  

Adapted from the writings of  Rav Avigdor Miller, zt"l
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