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Build it to Last Forever 
 

Make for yourself an Ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with compartments, 
and you shall caulk it both inside and outside with pitch. Bereishis 6:14 

Can Man Create Something Indestructible? 
Noach's ark has been discovered. If you don't believe me, you can Google it. Sure there are those 
who argue, say that it’s not true, the Ark’s wood couldn’t have remained intact for thousands of 
years, it surely rotted a long time ago. But they’re wrong; Noach’s Ark had to be indestructible to 
hold up against the destruction of our planet. As the heavens poured out the Almighty’s judgment 
the Ark stood against mountainous waves, huge hail raining down mixed with fire and ice, 
lightening so fierce it ignited the sky, and powerful winds that cut through the earth. When 
Hashem’s decree was fulfilled our planet was profoundly reshaped. Was technology in Noach’s 
time so advanced that they were able to glue and nail the wood together in such a way that it would 
not separate? Did he use special wood and special tar? What about the Ark made it indestructible? 

The Power of a Mitzvah  
The answer is that the source of its unyielding strength was the commandment itself. Noach was 
the only person on the spiritual level able to build an Ark strong enough to endure the ultimate 
forces of the destruction. Sure his sons could help chop the trees and bring the pitch, but they could 
not participate in actually building the Ark. If they had done so, it would not have withstood the 
wrath of Hashem that was wrought for destruction.  

The Ark, and all inside were safe, because Noach build the Ark. And here again there are those that 
say it was impossible for one man to build such an Ark, Noach must have had help. But the 
dissidents are wrong. There is a fundamental principle that they do not understand:  

A Superpower Power Granted to Man 
Hashem gave Man the power to bind the spiritual with the material. Since Noach’s intentions were 
solely for the sake of Hashem’s commandment, he elevated the Ark to a level that was higher than 
nature itself. Therefore, it could not be destroyed by nature. Similarly, Chazal tell us that if Moshe 
Rabbainu would’ve entered Eretz Yisrael and built the Bais Hamikdash it would never have been 
destroyed. If Noach’s children would’ve helped him, the Ark would’ve leaked! They were not 
capable of elevating the material to the level needed to resist the flood. It was not their mitzvah. 

Infusing Kedushah into the Material World 
We all have the ability to bind the spiritual to the physical; it is a gift from Hashem. In return, 
through the mitzvahs we do, each of us bring glory to Hashem in a unique way since no two souls 
are the same. This is how we elevate the world from mundane to extraordinary. This is what makes 
us God’s eternal children.  
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Bereishis, 6:13: “G-d said to Noach, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with robbery through them; 
and behold I am about to destroy them from the earth.”   
                                                                                                                                                                                      
Rashi: Bereshis, 6:13: Dh:  For the earth is filled with robbery: Their final decree [of destruction] was only sealed by stealing. 
 
The Generation of the Flood committed numerous terrible sins, yet Rashi, based on the Gemara1, writes that the final decree was 
only sealed because of the sin of stealing. The commentaries question why, of all sins, was stealing so significant. The Maharal 
quotes an answer that he heard2 - based on the idea that the point at which one can’t overturn the decree is when there is no 
chance of doing teshuva.  For every sin there is a chance to do teshuva, however, with regard to stealing it is nearly impossible to 
do teshuva when it involves gezel d’rabim – taking something that is owned by the public – because it is so hard to identify the 
victims and return what was stolen. With regard to the Generation of the Flood, the Torah states that, “stealing had filled the 
whole world,” which the Maharal explains means that everyone was stealing from each other - this constitutes gezel d’rabim.  
According to this answer, the sin of stealing is not necessarily more severe than other sins in most aspects, however, the one area 
where it is more acute is the inability to repent for it – this is what sealed the fate of the Generation of the Flood. 
 
It is possible to extend this idea that their stealing prevented them doing teshuva: The Midrash3 stresses one specific aspect of 
their stealing – they would deliberately only steal the amount that is less than the value of a Prutah4. The reason for that was 
because one can only be punished in court for stealing something that is worth more than a Prutah. The Kli Yakar explains that 
because they were not subject to punishment, they considered themselves as innocent of stealing, and were actually brazen 
enough to say that they were righteous!5 Based on this, it is possible to extend the Maharal’s point that the decree was sealed 
because they could not repent stealing from the public. In addition, the fact that they didn’t think they were doing anything wrong 
also made teshuva nearly impossible – sins that people justify as being allowed are among the hardest to repent for, for the simple 
reason that they never think that repentance is necessary! Thus, these two aspects of the stealing that was prevalent caused the 
sealing of the decree of destruction because they ensured that the Generation would never repent. 
 
The second reason in particular - of justifying the stealing as being allowed - is very relevant even in these times. The Gemara 
notes that most people are prone to the sin of stealing in some form.6 The Rashbam explains that people are moreh heter (justify 
their actions as being allowed) in areas such as business. Thus, we see that even people who strive to observe the Torah, are at 
risk of stumbling in this area because they do not even realize that it is allowed. The reason for this is found in the Gemara in 
Makkos that specifies immorality and stealing as the two areas which people are particularly driven towards7 – therefore a 
person’s negios (biases) in the money-related issues often prevent him from honestly analyzing whether his actions do really 
constitute Torah transgressions.   
 
Rav Yisrael Salanter zt”l placed great emphasis on the need to be as careful with the prohibitions of stealing as with other Torah 
Mitzvos. In Igeres HaMussar, he pointed out how careful people are about the laws of kashrus and yet when it comes to 
monetary matters it is the opposite. He points out how illogical this is given that the Mitzvos involved in stealing are as severe as 
those involved with kashrus.8 On one occasion a G-d fearing shochet (slaughterer of kosher meat) came to him and told of his 
wish to leave his job because he was afraid of bearing responsibility for the prohibition of eating neveilah (a kosher animal that 
was not killed according to Jewish law). Rav Yisrael asked him what he do instead to earn a living, and he replied that he would 
open a store. Rav Yisrael was amazed; he told the man that shechitah involves only one prohibition, whilst in a store, many 
prohibitions9 can be easily transgressed!10 
 
Rav Shlomo Wolbe zt”l stressed the importance of learning the numerous laws involved with monetary matters. He once 
encountered a group of businessmen who were learning the laws of tsitsit. He told them that is certainly commendable to learn 
such laws, but it is more important for them to learn the laws of Choshen Mishpat.11 They followed his instructions and 
discovered how many Torah prohibitions they had been transgressing! We have seen how Chazal tell us how prevalent the sin of 
stealing is, and how it is so serious that it caused the sealing of destruction of the Generation of the Flood. There are many areas 
where a person may be lax with regard to stealing - possible examples include; taking shopping carts out of a store without 
permission, or not returning them after use; borrowing people’s items without permission; borrowing someone’s Mitzva object12 
and then not returning it to the correct place; trespassing and so on. The first step to take to improve in these areas is simply to 
realize that our behavior in monetary matters, like everything else, is based on halacha, therefore one should clarify with a Rav 
whether such actions are permissible or not. The second step is, as Rav Wolbe advised, to spend some time learning these laws, at 
least on a basic level. May we all merit to be clean of the terrible sins involved with stealing. 
______________________ 
1 Sanhedrin, 108a. 
2 Gur Aryeh, 6:13.  He does not say whom he heard it from.  He also offers two of his own explanations. 
3 Bereishis Rabbah, 31:5. 
4 A Prutah is the smallest amount of currency that was common in the time of Chazal – it is equivalent to a few aggarot. 
5 Kli Yakar, Bereishis, 6:13. 
6 Bava Basra, 165a. 
7 Makkos, 23b. 
8 Iggeres HaMussar, p.195. 
9 Such as stealing, oppressing, coveting, cheating, lying, and keeping inaccurate measurements. 
10 Sparks of Mussar, R’Chaim Ephraim Zaitchik. 
11 The section of Shulchan Aruch that deals with monetary issues. 
12 Which may be permissible if we can assume that the person would be happy that another Jew is doing a Mitzva with it. However, the owner would certainly not give permission to use it if he knew that 
it would not be returned to its rightful place – thus doing so would seem to constitute ‘gezel’.  See Mishna Berurah, Chelek 1, Simun 14, Sk. 13. 
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One must always feed one’s animals before feeding oneself.1 According to some authorities this is actually a 
biblical requirement.2 This is based on the fact that the Torah first says: “I will give you vegetation in your field 
for your animals” and only afterwards does it say “and you will eat and be satisfied.”3 Other authorities dismiss 
such a literal reading of the verses and maintain that feeding one’s animals first is not truly a requirement, but 
simply a meritorious practice.4 Either way, one should endeavor to do so whenever possible. This applies to all 
animals that one is responsible for, whether they live in the home or in the yard.5 Even those who merely 
maintain a fish aquarium should be careful to observe this practice.6 

According to some authorities, one is only required to feed one’s animals first when one sits down to eat a meal. 
When merely having a snack, however, there is no requirement to feed one’s animal first,7 though some 
authorities disagree and insist that it applies even in this case.8 One whose animals eat on a set schedule is 
permitted to eat at any time without having to feed them first.9 There is also an opinion that the requirement to 
feed one’s animals first only applies to larger farm-type animals. According to this approach, there is no true 
requirement to feed one’s household pets before one eats.10 It goes without saying that if one’s animals are not 
interested in eating at a time when one desires to eat, then there is no obligation to feed them.11 One should not 
feed animals food that is perfectly fit for human consumption.12 However, if one has no other food available to 
give one’s animals then it is permissible to do so.13 So too, small amounts of food such as crumbs or food that 
would otherwise go to waste may be fed to an animal.14 

In contrast to the rule for eating, it is always permitted to drink before providing drink for one’s animals.15 This is 
derived from the conduct of Rivka. When offering Eliezer and his animals a drink, Rivka first ensures that 
Eliezer has his fill and only then proceeds to give his animals to drink, as well.16 Although there are a number of 
authorities who rule that the requirement to feed one’s animals first applies to drinking as well,17 the halacha is 
not in accordance with this view. If, however, one notices that his animals are exceptionally thirsty, then they 
should indeed be given to drink first.18  

There are a number of reasons for the distinction between eating before one’s animals and drinking. Among them 
is that thirst is a more painful sensation than hunger and therefore the rabbis decided not to extend the 
requirement to provide for one’s animals in a situation of human thirst.19 Furthermore, taking a drink to relieve 
one’s thirst is a relatively quick procedure. Eating, however, and certainly sitting down to a meal, is often an 
activity that can extend for quite some time, leading to the concern that one might accidentally forget to feed 
one’s animals altogether. One is not likely to forget to feed one’s animals in the short amount of time it takes to 
have a drink.20  

Finally, one must often provide animals with large quantities of liquids, making the process of providing drink 
for one’s animals a lengthy one, while it takes a very short amount of time to quench one’s own thirst. Similarly, 
providing food for one’s animal is usually easy and quick, generally consisting of a single, readily available item. 
Preparing a meal for people, however, is often a time-consuming endeavor.21 Closely related to this is the view 
that one should always feed one’s children before one feeds oneself.22 

                                                                 
1 Berachot 40a; Gittin 62a. 
2 Maharam Mirottenberg 302; Magen Avraham 271:12; Taz, OC 167:7. 
3 Devarim 11:15. 
4 Rambam, Hilchot Avadim 9:8. 
5 She’eilat Ya’avetz 1:17. 
6 Ateret Paz, YD 2:5; B’tzel Hachachma 5:35; Be’er Moshe 2:28; Shevet Hakehati 2:149. 
7 Taz, OC 167:7. 
8 Magen Avraham 167:18. 
9 Kaf Hachaim, OC 167:52. 
10 She’eilat Ya’avetz 1:17. 
11 Piskei Teshuvot 167:15. 
12 Ta’anit 20a; Magen Avraham 171:1; Mishna Berura 171:22; Minhag Yisrael Torah, OC 171:1. 
13 Machatzit Hashekel 171; Sha’ar Hatziun 171:13. See also Elya Rabba 171:1; Ketav Sofer, OC 33.  
14 Beit Baruch 45:35; Chayei Adam 45:5. 
15 Sefer Chassidim 531; Mishna Berura 167:40. 
16 Bereishit 24:19. 
17 Ketav Sofer, OC 32. 
18 Shulchan Hatahor 167. 
19 Har Tzvi, OC 90; Beit David 80. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ma’aleh Ha’omer, Chayei Sara. 
22 Rivevot Ephraim 6:56, 92. 
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Rabbi Eytan Yehudah Dzikowski 
 
6:10 

ַח  ַוּ֥יֹוֶלד הֹנ֖ ים ְׁש�ָׁש֣ ם ָבִנ֑  ְוֶאת־ָיֶֽפת׃ ֶאת־ָח֥ם ֶאת־ֵׁש֖
Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Yafet. 

• Shem was not the oldest but he is mentioned first  because he was the wisest and most righteous of them all. (Sanhedrin 69b) 
6:13 

אֶמר ֹ֨ ַח  ֱא�קים ַוּי ץְלֹנ֗ י ָּכל־ָּבָׂש֙ר ָּב֣א ֵק֤ י־ָמְלָא֥ה ְלָפַנ֔ ֶרץ ִּכֽ ס ָהָא֛ י ִמְּפֵניֶה֑ם ָחָמ֖ ם ְוִהְנִנ֥ ֶרץ׃ ַמְׁשִחיָת֖  ֶאת־ָהָאֽ
God said to Noah, I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with lawlessness because of them: I am about to destroy them 
with the earth. 

• Before the flood, angelic forces cohabitated with women which resulted in giant monsters. (Bereshit: 6; 4, Ramban, Yomah 67b) which 
survived the flood. They kept reproducing and became very numerous. About them the Torah says: “Kerdalamoer and the kings… “ 
(Bereshit  Ch.14. Vs. 5-6, Devarim Ch. 2; vs. 20-22). (Haguesher, Rav Yechiel Brand) 

• At first , souls were rolled over from one generation to the next due to their sins, from the generation of the flood to the one of the Tower 
of Babel and until the one of Sedom. That was until Avraham came along and Hashem gathered all of the souls. From Avraham onward, 
pure Jewish souls came from Avraham alone. (Mishnat Hagilgulim p.372, Ari Zal) 

7:7 
ַח ּ֠וָבָניו ַוָּי֣בֹא י־ָבָנ֛יוְוִאְׁשּ֧תֹו  ֹנ֗ י ִאּ֖תֹו ֶאל־ַהֵּתָב֑ה ּוְנֵׁשֽ י ִמְּפֵנ֖  ַהַּמּֽבּול׃ ֵמ֥

Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the Flood. 
• Only two creatures couldn’t fit  into the ark: The “R’em” (a giant auroch), whose horns and head fit ted in but not its body. And the giant 

Og who walked alongside the ark. (Meam Loez: Targum Yonathan) 
 
7.23 

ַמח י ַוִּי֜ ר ׀ ַעל־ְּפֵנ֣ ת־ָּכל־ַהְי֣קּום ׀ ֲאֶׁש֣ ה ֶאֽ ֲאָדָמ֗ ֶמׂ֙ש ְוַעד־֣עֹוף ֵמָאָד֤ם ֽהָ ֶרץ ִיםַהָּׁשַמ֔  ַעד־ְּבֵהָמ֙ה ַעד־ֶר֙ ֶאר ַוִּיָּמ֖חּו ִמן־ָהָא֑ ר ַוִיָּׁש֧ ֲאֶׁש֥ ַ ַח וֽ ה׃ ַא�־ֹנ֛  ִאּ֖תֹו ַּבֵּתָבֽ
All existence on earth was blotted out, man, cattle, creeping things, and birds of the sky; they were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, 
and those with him in the ark. 

• The “Chul” bird (the phoenix) was blessed by Noach that it  would never die. This is because it  went into hiding during the flood so as 
not to inconvenience Noach by requiring him to care for it . (Meam Loez: Sanhedrin Ch.10, 108b). 

 
8:20 

ֶבן ה' ַוִּי֥ ַח ֽלַ ַח ִמְזֵּב֖ ח ֹנ֛ ל ׀ ַהְּבֵהָמ֣ה ַוִּיַּק֞ ה ִמֹּכ֣ ר ּוִמֹּכל֙ ָה֣עֹוף ַהְּטהֹוָר֗ ַח׃ ֹע֖�ת ַוַּיַ֥על ַהָּטֹה֔  ַּבִּמְזֵּבֽ
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking of every clean animal and of every clean bird, he offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

• Upon leaving the ark, Noach went to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem to offer a sacrifice on the same altar that Adam had built  1657 
years earlier which was also used by Cain and Abel. The same altar was also later used by Avraham, David, and Solomon. (Meam Loez: 
Bereshit  Rabbah, Zohar 1:70, Targum Yonathan, Zohar Chadash 100, Artscroll: Rambam) 

8:21 
אֶמר ַוָּי֣ ַרח ֹ֨ יַח ַהִּניֹחַח֒ ַוּי ִסף ה' ה' ֶאת־ֵר֣ א־ֹא֠ ֹֽ ל ֶאל־ִלּ֗בֹו ל ֲאָדָמ֙ה ַּבעֲ֣בּור ֤עֹוד ְלַקֵּל֨ ם ֶאת־ָהֽ ָאָד֔ י ֽהָ ֶצר ִּכ֠ ב ֵי֣ ע ָהָאָד֛ם ֵל֧ יו ַר֖ ָר֑ ף ִמְּנעֻ א־ֹאִס֥ ֹֽ י ְלַהּ֥כֹות ֛עֹוד ְול ר ֶאת־ָּכל־ַח֖ ֲאֶׁש֥  ּֽכַ

יִתי׃  ָעִׂשֽ
The LORD smelled the pleasing odor, and the LORD said to Himself: Never again will I doom the earth because of man, since the devisings of 
man’s mind are evil from his youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living being, as I have done. 

• Although Hashem swore never to bring a flood again, every year during the period of the flood (from the 17th of Cheshvan to the 29th 
of Kislev) the world would undergo some changes and signs of the flood were visible. This phenomenon ceased during the days of King 
Solomon. (Meam Loez: Yalkut Reuveni) 

 
11:26 

ַרח ְיִחי־ֶת֖ ַ ים וֽ ם ָׁשָנ֑ה ִׁשְבִע֣ ן׃ ֶאת־ָנ֖חֹור ַוּ֙יֹוֶל֙ד ֶאת־ַאְבָר֔  ְוֶאת־ָהָרֽ
When Terah had lived 70 years, he begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

• Avraham was born in the year 1948 after Creation. His mother was Amatlai, daughter of Karnevo (Bava Batra 91a) 
• Avraham was born without fully developed reproductive organs. (Meam Loez on Lech Lecha) 
• After Avraham circumcised himself, he gained control over the full 248 parts of his body including. (Meam Loez on Lech Lecha)  

• The numerical value of “Avraham” is 248 alludes to the fact that he achieved his perfection. (Meam Loez on Lech Lecha)  

13:5 
ם ְוַגם־ְל֔לֹוט � ֶאת־ַאְבָר֑ ר ָהָי֥ה ַהֹהֵל֖ ים׃ צֹאן־ּוָבָק֖ ְוֹאָהִלֽ  

Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 
• As a result  of accompanying Avraham, Lot merited to be the ancestor of Ruth the Moabite (who was the great-grandmother of King 

David) and Naamah the Amonite (who was the wife of King Shlomo and mother of Rechavam, King of Judea). (Meam Loez) 
 
13:8 

אמֶ  ֹ֨ ם רַוּי א ֶאל־֗לֹוט ַאְבָר֜ י ַאל־ָנ֨ י ְתִה֤ ין ְמִריָב֙ה ֵּביִנ֣ י� ּוֵב֥ י ּוֵביֶנ֔ ין ֹרַע֖ ים ּוֵב֣ י־ֲאָנִׁש֥ י� ִּכֽ ים ֹרֶע֑ ְחנּו׃ ַאִח֖ ֲאָנֽ  
Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, between my herdsmen and yours, for we are kinsmen. 

• Avraham and Lot resembled each other so much that people would often confuse them. (Meam Loez) 
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The title and the story itself for that matter, might lead you to think this is one of my stories of 18th-
19th century Eastern Europe, or 16th-17th century Tsfat or Jerusalem for that matter. The reality is that 
this episode took place recently, in early 2014. 
 
The first stages of winter in Morocco this year were unusually warm and dry, and as the days and weeks 
progressed, so did the worry that this could be a year of drought leading to serious famine, for the 
agriculture of Morocco (like many other countries in the Mideast) is dependent upon the winter rains. 
 
The King of Morocco, however, Muhammad the Sixth, knew well the address to turn to in the season of 
such troubles: the synagogues of the Jews. He sent an official royal request to the head of each Jewish 
community in Morocco, asking them to convene a special assembly in their synagogues for the express 
purpose of praying for rain. In response, the members of CCIM-"Council of Israelite Communities in 
Morocco"-hurried to compose a letter that was dispatched to all the Jews in the country. 
 
"In light of the request of his Royal Highness, the King, there 
should take place in every synagogue [at the same time] a 
special prayer assembly to plead with the Master of the 
Universe that He should provide plentiful rain throughout the 
kingdom." 
 
It was decided that this prayer should take place in the 
synagogues on Shabbat, the tenth day of the Jewish month of 
Shvat in the year 5774 (Jan. 11, 2014), just before reading the weekly Torah portion called Beshalach. 
In every synagogue in the land that Shabbat, the Jews gathered and prayed with mighty devotion that 
the Al-mighty should release the rain upon the land. 
The next day, Sunday, in the evening, their prayers were answered [in the affirmative]. Dense dark 
clouds slowly filled the sky, and soon thereafter heavy rains beat upon the earth everywhere within the 
borders of Morocco, and continued for several days without cease. 
The following week, important government officials in every city with a Jewish community met with 
the leader of the community in his city by order of the King to thank them in his name for their 
congregation's prayers.  
 
How did King Muhammad VI know to ask the Jews to help? Answer: He simply followed the family 
tradition. His father, Hussein II, often turned to the Jews for their prayers in times of need, and he 
enjoyed a warm relationship with a number of different Jewish community leaders. Although only a 
fraction of the Jewish population remained in Morocco after 1948 (about 3000 out of approximately 
350,000) Hussein II believed that even this greatly reduced number was a source of blessing for the 
country. Indeed, on the eve of Yom Kippur each year, he would send personal representatives, wearing 
the fancy robes of royal emissaries to their synagogues to request a blessing for the King. 
 
Yaakov ("Jackie") Kadosh, head of the Jewish community of Marrakesh, testified to Sichat HaShavua, 
one of Israel's most popular Shabbat weekly publications, that the current King also has this great 
appreciation for the Jews in his kingdom.  
 
"A few years ago we decided to repair and renovate our centuries-old Jewish cemetery from the 
damages of the passage of time. I and Rabbi Raphael Ben-Shimon wrote to the King with the details of 
our plan. In just a short time we received a response. He blessed our plan and even said that all the 
expenses for the work would be paid from the royal treasury. This was a sum equivalent to millions of 
dollars! He called it 'a holy project.'" 
 
Source: Ascent of Safed 
http://ascentofsafed.com 
From Kabbalahonline.org 

Oneg Shabbos 

The King, the Jews, the Rain 
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