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  ‘Will you shorten the Hand of Hashem?!’– היד ה' תקצר''  
In preparation for the renovations of the offices of the 
company where my good friend works, I suggested that he 
come and see the design of my office so that he could get 
current and practical ideas.  
My friend’s boss was pleased with the suggestion and after 
coordinating with my manager they came to our offices after 
work hours and we gave them a thorough tour while making a 
list of ideas for them. While they were still walking around and 
were duly impressed, I said to my manager: “Do you see this 
person?! Apparently, he is very successful and he is not lacking 
for money. Several months ago, his son had a stroke which 
paralyzed his hand and there was no cure for this under any 
circumstances. His son lives on strong painkillers because of the 
intense pain that he suffers and over time, the pills have 
drained his body of all strength. All the experts have given up 
hope… there is plenty of money but money cannot buy 
health!!!” 
My manager listened and stayed quiet. After a few moments, 
he said: “I have someone, who with the help of Hashem, can 
help!!! He saved my sister who had a paralyzed leg and he will 
help his son’s hand!!!” 
Just then, the boss and my friend finished the tour and they 
came to thank us, my manager immediately recommended 
that the boy’s father take his son to the same therapist to try to 
be helped the same way. 
He did not think twice and he immediately called and made an 
appointment with the doctor. After just six treatments feeling 
returned to the hand, the pain was gone. After a few more 
treatments, the boy regained his full health against the claims 
of all the other doctors. 
The father called to thank and excitedly said: “I thought I came 
to see the office design, but now I understand that the Hand of 
Providence from Above sent me to receive a cure for my son 
and a new life for my wife and the entire household who 
suffered terribly from helplessness and the inability to help a 
son and a brother who suffered so much without relief!” 
With thanks to Hashem for the salvation… 

   י.ל.
 

You are fortunate for you are privileged! –  אשריך

 שזכית!
The ‘Chofetz Chaim’ in his sefer ‘Zechor Mirioam’ writes a 
parable. There was once a very wealthy man and he had 
several sons who were excellent businessmen and they knew 
how to increase the business and their wealth, however, each 
brother was very jealous of the other. A wise man told them, 
‘Why do you get yourselves so worked up? There is no end to 
your toil, this one is envious of that one and that one of the 
other one, and who knows what will be the outcome of this. It 
would be much better if you all loved one another, literally like 
one individual who loves all of his limbs of which there is no 
jealousy or hatred. Then you will all be beloved to your father 
as an only son born to him in his old age, and then 
automatically all his wealth will go to you alone, and his wealth 
will your children and grandchildren until the end of all 
generations.’ 
The Chofetz Chaim zy”a uses this parable to explain the saying 
of Chazal (Tanna Devei Eliyahu Chapter 28) ‘HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu said to Israel, “My dear children, is it possible that I need 
anything, that I must request it from you? And what do I 
request of you? I only ask that you love, honor and respect 
each another, and that you be clear of sin, theft and indecent 
conduct.” 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is our Father who has greatness, might, 
wealth and honor, and everything in heaven and earth is His. 
Therefore, if the Children of Israel love each other, then the 
vast abundance will automatically be distributed to each of 
them and the Hand of Hashem will not be cut off from 
salvation. To the view of HaKadosh Baruch Hu there is no 
difference if there are ten thousand inhabitants or many times 
ten thousand on the face of the globe, He sustains and 
supports all of them and supplies their needs. However, 
continues the Chofetz Chaim, ‘One who conducts himself in the 
opposite fashion, where one overpowers another and is not 
respectful to another, his punishment is very great, as we find 
by the students of Rebbe Akiva, though they were very great in 
Torah, because there were disrespectful one to another the 
honor of heaven was profaned and they were judged harshly. 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu told Moshe Rabeinu to prepare Yehoshua 
to lead the Nation of Israel and he told him (27:18)  קח את'

 Take Yehoshua’ and Rashi explains ‘Take him with‘ – יהושע'
words – “You are fortunate for you are privileged to lead the 
children of the Omnipresent.” One of the Tzaddikim already 
stated regarding this, the worth of the Tzaddikim is measured 
by the love of Israel within them, and the worth of every Jew is 
measured by the love of his fellows within him. We then ask 
ourselves the question, ‘How much am I a worth as a Jew’? 
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 מעשה אבות סימן לבנים
The deeds of the fathers are a sign for the sons 

 
מר הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלום: והיתה לו ולזרעו אחריו ברית לכן א

יג(-)כה:יבכהנת עולם תחת אשר קנא לאלקיו ויכפר על בני ישראל:   
Therefore, say: Behold! I give him My covenant of peace. And it 
shall be for him and his offspring after him a covenant of eternal 
priesthood, because he took vengeance for his G-d, and he 
atoned for the Children of Israel. (25:12-13) 
Rashi explains: A covenant of eternal priesthood – For even 
though priesthood had already been given to the offspring of 
Aharon, it had been given to none but Aharon and to his sons 
who were anointed with him, and to the progeny whom they 
would beget after their anointing. But Pinchas, who was born 
before them and had not been anointed, had not entered the 
class of the priesthood up to this point. And thus have we learned 
in Zevachim (101b): Pinchas did not become a Kohen until he had 
killed Zimri. 
Anyone who considers the details of the incident that was 
mentioned at the end of the preceding parsha will see and 
understand that anything that he does has a ripple effect on the 
later generations, whether for the good or for the better. On the 
one hand, we see that Pinchas did a good deed and because of it 
he benefited himself and the following generations, for until that 
action he was not fit for the priesthood, and here he was given 
this gift for himself and his future generations. The outcome was 
that the good deed that he did not only made an impression on 
his soul but even on the souls of his progeny after him until the 
end of all generations. For just as he earned the merit of this 
mitzvah to be elevated, so too he bestowed this elevation even to 
his progeny. 
In a similar vein, it is told about the Gaon of Israel, Maran, the Chofetz 
Chaim zy”a, who once turned to a certain man and said to him: “Do you 
know why I am a Kohen and I merited being ‘one of the close ones to the 
Kingdom of Hashem Yisbarach’ and you did not merit this? This is a result 
only of the difference between my forefathers and your forefathers 
more than three thousand years ago. Then, the Inclination caused a 
great upheaval amidst the camp of Israel, and it caused the people to 
stray and transgress the very severe sin, that is, the sin of the Golden Calf 
rachmana litzlan, and because of this trying challenge that occurred 
then, many of Israel followed their Inclinations. However, my forefathers 
of the tribe of the priesthood, were different. They did not stray after the 
enticement of the Inclination despite the commotion it caused, they 
vanquished their will and nullified it in deference to the will of their 
Creator. Because they overpowered it then, they merited to benefit 
themselves and the generations after them for all eternity. It is said that 
for every good deed that a person does it elevates his soul and the souls 
of the generations after him, for this changes their very nature for the 
good. 
We see this topic again as the parsha continues (Chapter 27) when the 
daughters of Tzelaphchad came to claim their father’s portion in the 
land. After the Torah describes their lineage (27:1)  בנות צלפחד בו חפר בן'

 ,The daughters of Tzelaphchad, son of Cheifer‘ – גלעד בן מכיר בן מנשה'
son of Gilad, son of Machir, son of Menashe’ it again mentions  למשפחת'

 ,of the families of Menashe son of Yosef’ and Rashi asks‘ – מנשה בן יוסף'
‘Has it not already said “son of Menashe”?’ That is, what is the point of 
the words ‘of the families of Menashe’ once it has already been 
mentioned that the daughters of Tzelaphchad were descendants of 
Menashe? However, Rashi continues, ‘To tell you that Yosef held the 
land precious, as it says, 'והעליתם את עצמותי' – ‘And you shall bring up 
my bones’, and his daughters held the land precious, as it says,  תנה לנו'

 Give us a possession’. That is, the intent of the Torah here is not‘ – אחוזה'
to again mention the genealogy of the daughters of Tzelaphchad, the 
Torah has already made this known to us.  
  
 

Rather, the intent of the Torah is to inform us of the reason of their 
good deeds. The Torah wanted to reveal to us that the forefathers, 
through their good deeds, placed their seal on their progeny after 
them, therefore, the daughters of Tzelaphchad desired the portion of 
the land because their great-grandfather Yosef held the land precious. 
This good nature passed on to the generations after him. The 
daughters of Tzelaphchad were already seven generations after Yosef 
HaTzaddik and by revealing his love for the land by requesting before 
his death that his bones should be brought up there, the glow from 
this love continued for even seven generations. This is what we have 
stated that the deeds of the fathers are a sign for the children to 
bestow after them, for the good deeds of the fathers place a sign in 
their progeny after them until it is recognizable in them that this 
progeny is blessed by Hashem. 
In contrast to this that the negative action of a person can cause a 
flaw in anyone bound to him through genealogy. It is brought down in 
the Midrash that when Moshe Rabeinu blessed the Tribes of Israel 
before his death he skipped over the tribe of Shimon and he refused 
to bless them. The reason for this was the sin of their Nasi [leader] 
Zimri, for his severe sin caused a flaw in his entire tribe since he 
served as their Nasi he was the aggregate for the entire tribe and his 
action had a negative impact on the entire tribe rachmana litzlan, to 
the extent that they were not deserving of blessing. If this was said 
about a Nasi, the leader of the tribe, then certainly it is said about a 
father whose offspring are literally his flesh and blood. 
Aside from what was stated that the deeds of a person make an 
impression on the souls of his progeny in a propitious way, he can 
also influence them regarding their obligation towards heaven, for 
the actions of a person teach his offspring after him. They try to 
emulate the deeds that he has done, and the light of his actions will 
influence them spiritually. This is readily seen and there is no reason 
to discuss this at length, rather this is to motivate the parents to be 
careful in what they do because it affects the souls dependent on 
them. 
I remember what I heard from my father, my teacher, zt”l that which 
he testified about himself, he was orphaned when he was a very 
young boy. In those days, before the establishment of the country, 
there were strange spirits hovering over the settlers, and because of 
the difficulties of the times many of the youngsters threw off the yoke 
of Judaism from upon themselves rachmana litzlan. Those that 
remained steadfast in their Judaism was only due to the merit of their 
fathers who influenced them by what they had seen and had guided 
them to distance themselves from those not religious. However, a boy 
who had no one to supervise him, naturally should have followed 
those turning away from the religion. Additionally, his mundane 
situation was even worse than those who at least had a family, but, 
my father, my teacher, despite being an orphan and despite all the 
difficulties that he endured as a child, remained steadfast in his 
Judaism, aside from being able to elevate to the levels of the 
Tzaddikim. Once, when he was asked how he was able to stand up so 
strongly and he paid no attention to what was happening around him, 
he replied, that the very knowledge that his father was an exalted and 
esteemed Tzaddik, gave him the will to follow in his footsteps and 
continue in his path, and this allowed him to stand up against the 
troubles of the times, and to elevate in levels of service, until he 
earned the right to be included in the righteous of the generation 
with his dear colleagues.  
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we merit to go in the right path, 
and we should merit to raise children and grandchildren to follow the 
footsteps of the holy forefathers without changing what was handed 
down to us from generation to generation.   
 
   


