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גדלים תעשה לך, על ארבע כנפות כסותך אשר “ 22:12

 ”תכסה בה

“You shall make for yourselves twisted threads on 

the four corners of your garment with which you cover yourself.”  

The purpose of a garment is for it to cover a person.  Why does the 

Posuk need to tell us that it is something we cover ourselves with?  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   – 22:12 “ תעשה לךגדלים  ” – The previous Posuk 

states the prohibition of wearing Shatnez.  The Torah states the 

Mitzvah of Tzitzis immediately after this prohibition to teach us that 

one must wear Tzitzis, even if it will be Shatnez, as the Gemara says 

in Yevomos 4a.  (The Posuk of Shatnez next to the Posuk of Tzitzis 

teaches us a general rule that a Mitzvas Aseh, a positive 

commandment, supersedes a Mitzvas Lo Saseh, a negative 

commandment – “עשה דוחה לא תעשה”.  Therefore, in the case of a 

linen garment, the commandment of inserting Tzitzis with the 

required Techeiles, which is wool, overrides the prohibition of 

mixing wool and linen - the prohibition of Shatnez. As long as we do 

not have Techeiles, the prohibition of Shatnez stands, and the Tzitzis 

in a linen garment would need to be made from linen – which will 

not be a problem of Shatnez). 

 These words in the – ”אשר תכסה בה“ – 43a – מנחות 

Posuk are superfluous.  We learn from this that a blind person, 

although he cannot see Tzitzis, but being that it covers him, he is 

obligated in Tzitzis.  (There is another Shita in the Gemara that we 

learn from these words that even a garment with five corners is 

obligated in Tzitzis).    

“ 22:11,12 – חתם סופר  תלבש שעטנז צמר ופשתים  לא

.על ארבע כנפות כסותך אשר תכסה בה, תעשה לךגדלים . יחדיו ” – 

This is a warning to the Ba’al Teshuva, the one doing Teshuva, that 

he must not focus on his doing good until he eradicates the evil.  

 represents ”צמר“ ;”the “powerful Satan – ”שטן עז“ is – ”שעטנז“

Ma’asim Tovim (כצמר וכשלג); “פשטים” – represents התבודדות, 

secluding oneself to attach himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One 

should not do all three at once; rather, first one should remove the 

 ”צמר“ the Satan, from upon himself.  Then he should don - ”שעטנז“

– perform Ma’asim Tovim, and after that don “פשטים” – be 

Misboded and connect to Hashem.  There is a caveat to this and that 

is that it must all be done with, “ על ארבע כנפות , גדילים תעשה לך

 :the four parts of the Torah ”פרדס“ and connected to – ”כסותך

“ ודס, רושד, מזר, שטפ .”  For every step of the way in one’s Avodas 

Hashem, he must envelop himself in the cloak of the Torah, which 

has four parts to it.   

“ 22:12 – הכתב והקבלה  על ארבע כנפות , תעשה לךגדלים 

 which the ”עור תחש“ This is not like the – ”כסותך אשר תכסה בה

Posuk in Bamidbar 4:6 tells us is used as a “כסוי”, a covering.  There, 

the “עור תחש” is an adjective explaining what material the cover 

was made from.  “מכסה עור תחש” – It was a covering that was made 

of עור תחש.  Over here, the Torah tells us that the Tzitzis must be a 

 due to what it ”כסות“ Clothing worn during the day is called a  .כסות

accomplishes, for it protects the body from the cold and the heat, 

bugs, and other things.  That which is designated as clothing for the 

night is not obligated in Tzitzis, for while it is a covering – it is not a 

   .  .which has a purpose other than just covering ,כסות

“ 22:12 – אלף המגן  על ארבע כנפות כסותך , תעשה לךגדלים 

 There are four scenarios where one must make – ”אשר תכסה בה

himself “ םגדילי ” – “great.”  1 – Regarding Kiyum Hamitzvos one must 

not say, “Who am I to perform the Mitzvos of Hashem, and serve 

the Mighty Hakodosh Boruch Hu.”  Rather one must say that he is 

worthy of serving Hashem.  2 – One should not say that he does not 

need to heed the Mitzvos Lo Saseh, for by him transgressing a Los 

Saseh, he is not powerful enough or important enough to do 

damage in this world and the worlds Above.  One must say, “I am 

great enough that I can build worlds, and Chas V’sholom destroy 

worlds.”  3 – One should not say that he is not worthy of being the 

one to perform positive actions which rebuke those who are doing 

wrong, to help eradicate wickedness, and to uphold the Degel 

(banner) Hatorah.  4 – One should not only connect himself to those 

who are greater than him.  By one doing these four things, he will 

make for himself, “כסותך אשר תכסה בה” – a cloak of the Rabbonon 

for Olam Habah.   

“ 22:12 - בעל הטורים  על ארבע כנפות , תעשה לךגדלים 

 and the next Posuk – ”אשר תכסה בה“ – ”כסותך אשר תכסה בה

begins, “כי יקח” – referring to a man taking for himself a wife.  This is 

a Remez to the teaching that on the day of one’s marriage, they 

cover over his sins.   

“ 22:12 - דעת משה  על ארבע כנפות כסותך , תעשה לךגדלים 

ומרח  .צורה and חומר Man is created of – ”אשר תכסה בה  is the 

body, which draws a person to follow after his physical desires.  צורה 

is the Neshama, a part of Hashem from Above, which seeks to attach 

itself to its roots, to connect itself to the Ohr Hachaim, the light of 

life.  One’s entire life he must seek to purify his body and connect his 

body to his Neshama, so that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will rest His 

Kedusha upon him.  How is one to accomplish this?  One 

accomplishes this by performing Mitzvos and learning the Torah 

Hakdosha.  The Torah consists of the Names of Hashem, as it says in 

the Zohar (Yisro 87a) and מצוה is the name of Hashem, for in את בש, 

the letters מ'  and צ'  are the letters י'  and ה'  – together with the last 

two letters of the word spells the Shem Havayah )The first two 

letters of the word Mitzvah using the At Bash system, and the last 

two letters of the word as it is, spells ה –' ו –' ה -'י' ) as it says in the 

Tikunei Hazohar 29:73a.  This elevates one to great heights in 

Ruchniyos. “גדילים תעשה לך” – One should make himself great and 

connect himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One is allowed to raise 

himself to say, “בשבילי נברא העולם” – “The world was created for 

me,” as it says in Divrei Hayomim 2:17:6 “ 'ויגבה לבו בדרכי ד ” – “His 

heart was elevated in the ways of Hashem.”  By one performing the 

Mitzvos of the Torah, he perfects himself for his service of Hashem. 

 This refers to the four letters of the Shem – ”על ארבע כנפות“

Havayah – through the Torah and Mitzvos which are all the Shem 

Hashem, one can elevate himself in Ruchniyos.  “כסותך” – With this 

one is Zoche to make for himself a cloak by which Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu is praised by all. “אשר תכסה בה” – the result of one doing the 

above, is that he will be Zoche to be cloaked and hidden from the 

Sitra Achara, so that it cannot come and prosecute him.   

“ 22:12 - רבינו יואל  ך על ארבע כנפות כסות, תעשה לךגדלים 

 All who don Tzitzis appropriately, and make a – ”אשר תכסה בה

Brocha on it, it is as if they are bringing a Korbon.  There are ח "כ

 Chulyos – the top segment of the fringes which are wound 28) חליות

and knotted), and there are ב חוטין"ל  (32 strings, eight on each 

corner).  It says in the Parsha of Korbonos Vayikra 4:26 “ כחלב זבח

“  ”כחלב“ – ”השלמים ב"ל –ח "כ ”, which represents that the Tzitzis is 

like bringing a Korbon.   

“ 22:12 - ראש דוד  על ארבע כנפות כסותך , תעשה לךגדלים 

האשר תכסה ב ” – Be careful each and every day to make great the 

Torah, and perform many good deeds.  One should make for himself 

a cloak of the Rabbonon, one made from Torah and Mitzvos, “ אשר

 which will cover him in Gan Eden, in Olam Habah.  The ”תכסה בה

four corners represent the four letters of the Shem Hashem, which 

one must constantly attach himself to, and serve, as the Posuk says 

in Tehillim 16:8 “ כי מימיני בל אמוט, לנגדי תמיד' שויתי ד ” – “I have set 
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Hashem before me always, because He is at my right hand, I shall 

not falter.”  This is a protection and will save a person from the 

Yetzer Hara.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 22:12 “ על ארבע , תעשה לךגדלים 

 The previous Pesukim mention – ”כנפות כסותך אשר תכסה בה

prohibitions of Kilayim and Shatnez – we are to remember that we 

are Jewish through the material of our human garments.  To this 

series of prohibitions, the Torah adds the positive Mitzvah of Tzitzis 

which is a symbol that warns us, in a positive way, to remember 

Hashem and our Jewish human calling wherever we may be.  

Whereas through the prohibition against Shatnez every thread of 

our clothing says to us: “Do not be an animal!” the Mitzvah of Tzitzis 

on our garment says to us, “Be a man and a Jew!” Wherever you 

may dwell, bind up your physical sensuality in a strong bond of 

Divinity and Jewish holiness.  By the power of the Tzitzis, and the 

power of the Divine human calling attached to it, you shall remain 

firm and strong in overcoming the sensuality innate in you as a 

created thing.  And you shall never tear asunder the knot that binds 

you, as a human being, to Hashem and to the sanctuary of His Torah.   

“ 22:12 - עוד יוסף חי  על ארבע כנפות , תעשה לךגדלים 

 The Midah of Ga’avah, arrogance, is – ”כסותך אשר תכסה בה

housed in three limbs of the body: בל, יניםע, אשר  – head, eyes, and 

heart – which the Rosh Taivos spell “רעל” – “poison.”  Ga’avah is 

poison to the Nefesh of a person.  K’neged these three, Dovid 

Hamelech said in Tehillim 131:1 “לא גבה לבי” – My heart was not 

proud, “ רמו עיניולא  ” – My eyes were not haughty, “ ולא הלכתי

 My head did not become arrogant – for the arrogance of – ”בגדלות

the head is visible when one walks.  It is appropriate for one to 

contemplate these three “דלים” - “doors”, so that Ga’avah should 

not creep in through them. “גדלים” – “ דלים -' ג ” – there are three 

doors, there are three limbs, that one must be careful not to allow 

Ga’avah into.  Humility must be, “על ארבע כנפות” – regarding all 

matters from the four corners of the world, one must always act 

with humility and not with haughtiness.  Then this Midah of humility 

will, “כסותך אשר תכסה בה” – be a garment for you with which to 

cover you from the Heavenly prosecutors, and you will receive 

atonement for your sins.  Humility will save you.  

“ – 41a – מנחות  לי קופסא חייבין בציציתכ ” – Shmuel said 

that articles of clothing that are left in the drawer are subject to the 

requirement of Tzitzis.  However Shmuel concedes regarding an 

elderly person who made a four cornered garment for his final 

honor (to be used as his burial shroud), that it is exempt from Tzitzis.  

What is the reason?  The Posuk says in Devorim 22:12 “ אשר תכסה

 With which you cover yourself,” and this covering is not“ – ”בה

made for covering a living person, and is therefore exempt from 

Tzitzis.  At the time a person dies, we certainly affix Tzitzis to the 

burial shroud, because of the Posuk in Mishlei 17:5 “ לעג לראש חרף

 One who mocks a pauper insults his Maker.” (Rashi“ – ”עשהו

explains that clothing the deceased in a four cornered garment that 

has no Tzitzis appears like mockery of the deceased, as it draws 

attention to the fact that he is no longer obligated in the Mitzvos).   

“ – 38a נדרים  ה משרה שכינתו אלא על גיבור ועשיר "אין הקב

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not rest His Shechina on a“ – ”וחכם ועניו

person unless they are a Gibor (mighty), Ashir (wealthy), Chochom 

(wise), and an Anav (humble).”   

“ 4:1 - רוח חיים  הלומד מכל אדם? איזהו חכם ” –  The 

Gemara in Nedarim 38a says that there are four things needed in 

order for a person to have Hakodosh Boruch Hu rest His Shechina 

upon them – to receive Nevuah.  What is the reason that one needs 

to have these attributes in order to receive Nevuah?  When one 

receives Nevuah, he is given a message from Hashem to give to 

others.  In order for others to listen to this person, he needs to be 

mighty, wealthy, and wise for that way people listen to him.  In 

truth, the only attribute necessary to receive Nevuah is to have the 

great attribute of humility.  However, if one is not mighty, not wise, 

and not wealthy – what does he have to be arrogant about?  

Although there are some people who have nothing who are still 

arrogant, it is not a huge test to remain humble in that situation.  

However, one who is wealthy, wise, and mighty – has everything 

going for him, then it is a big test for him to remain humble.  If this 

person remains humble even with having all of these attributes – 

that is real humility, and he is therefore worthy of having the 

Shechina rest upon him.   

“ Avos 4:1 – שלשלת האבות  ? איזהו חכם: בן זומא אומר

הכובש ? איזהו גבור. נאמר מכל מלמדי השכלתיש, הלומד מכל אדם

איזהו . ומשל ברוחו מלכד עיר, שנאמר טוב ארך אפים מגבור, את יצרו

 –שנאמר יגיע כפיך כי תאכל אשריך וטוב לך , השמח בחלקו? עשיר

המכבד את ? איזהו מכבד. אשריך בעולם הזה וטוב לך לעולם הבא

.שנאמר כי מכבדי אכבד ובזי יקלו, הבריות ” - “Ben Zoma says: Who is 

wise? He who learns from every person, as it says in Tehillim 119:99 

– ‘From all my teachers I grew wise.’  Who is strong? He who 

subdues his personal inclination, as it says in Mishlei 16:32 ‘He who 

is slow to anger is better than a strong man, and a master of his 

passion is better than a conqueror of a city.’  Who is rich?  He who is 

happy with his lot, as it says in Tehillim 128:2 ‘When you eat of the 

labor of your hands, you are praiseworthy and all is well with you.’  

You are praiseworthy in this world, and all is well with you in the 

World to Come.  Who is honored?  He who honors others, as it says 

in Shmuel 1:2:30 ‘For those who honor Me I will honor, and those 

who scorn Me shall be degraded’.”  While it would seem important 

for one to be a Chochom, why does the Mishna tell us how to be a 

Gibor, an Ashir, or how one can receive honor?  These are not things 

that one should be seeking in the first place.   The Gemara in 

Nedarim tells us that for one to be a Navi, there are certain 

qualifications needed.  He needs to be an Ashir, Gibor, Chochom, 

and an Anav.  Chochom is understood by all. The simple 

understanding of needing to be a Gibor and an Ashir to receive 

Nevuah is because one who is wealthy and mighty will cause his 

words to be accepted easily by those to whom he is passing on the 

Nevuah.  As explained by R’ Chaim Volozhin, and the Ben Ish Chai, 

the only true Midah to receive Nevuah is to be humble.  The Mishna 

here is teaching us that we should all strive to receive Nevuah – to 

be on a high Madreiga of Ruchniyos, and to gain a close and intimate 

connection with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One should be a Chochom, 

Gibor, and Ashir – all with humility.  The way to truly be honored by 

Hashem – the only honor that really matters, is to serve Him through 

humility.    

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Posuk tells us 

that the garment is that which we use to cover ourselves.  The Tzitzis 

is to remind us of the Mitzvos of the Torah, and what our purpose 

on this world is.  There is never cause for one to become arrogant, 

and we must protect our three doors - our head, eyes, and heart, to 

ensure that we remain humble at all times.  The Tzitzis is something 

which must envelop us – the Tzitzis representing all of the Mitzvos 

of the Torah.  When we don Tzitzis, we are bringing a Korbon to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu – we are serving Him.  In this world, we need 

to have a covering so that we will be Zoche to have a covering in the 

next world.  While man cannot take his earthly possessions with him 

to the next world, what he does bring with him are his Mitzvos.  May 

we be Zoche to cover ourselves properly in this world, so that we 

will be Zoche to be covered with the Shechina in the world to come.   


