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Pesach - The Extra Mile 

 

 In parshas Acharei Mos the Torah teaches the Kohain Gadol the karbonos he 

must offer on Yom Kippur. The passuk says “B'par ben bakar le’chatas v’ayil l’ola” - 

“A calf for the chattas offering and a ram for the olah” (Vayikra, 16:3). The Midrash 

explains that the calf corresponds to Avraham Avinu, who we know offered his three 

guests calf tongues. The ram corresponds to Yitzchak Avinu, who at the akaidah had a 

ram offered up in his stead. The obvious question is why there is no korban for Yaakov 

Avinu. For if, as the Midrash is suggesting, we are attempting on Yom Kippur to tap 

into the tremendous powers of the Avos, then why not go for the trifecta of connections 

and have a korban that corresponds to Yaakov, the “b’chir ha’Avos”- “the choicest of 

our forefathers” (Beraishis Rabba, 76:1) ? 

 The Megale Amukos (Ophen 76) answers that Avraham, with the numerical value 

of his name being 248, allows us to connect with the 248 positive mitzvos. Yitzchak, 

with his numerical value of 208, connects us with the (365) negative mitzvos, 208 of 

which a violator must receive malkus-lashes. On Yom Kippur, with the offering of these 

two karbonos, we are connecting to the whole gamut of mitzvos, the positive and the 

negative. And thus there is no need for a korban for Yaakov Avinu for he does not 

connect us to any genre of mitzvos that has not already been addressed.  

 The Megale Amukos with this answer seems to have left us with a new problem: 

What role if any does Yaakov play in our connection to the world of mitzvos? There 

seems to be nothing left for him upon which to attach himself. 

 Perhaps we can suggest the following understanding. In the performance of 

mitzvos there is a third category and that is “lifnim mishuras hadin”- “[Performing 

mitzvos] beyond the letter of the law.” Avraham and Yitzchak represent us in the world 

of din - the positive and negative mitzvos that are performed according to the guidelines 

of the halacha. But Yaakov allows us to connect with a new stratosphere - the world of 

“lifnim”. Yaakov lived a lifestyle of lifnim. He exhibited this during the twenty years 

that he worked for uncle Lavan. In a short summation of his work ethic he tells Lavan, 

“Hayisi vayom acholani chorev v’kerach balahyla” -  “I was [in the field] by day when 

the heat consumed me, and the frost at night (Beraishis, 30:41).”  The gemara tells us 

that halachically Yaakov, a hired hand, did not have to work for Lavan with such 

selfless dedication. But he told Lavan he would work for him as if he were a city night-

watchman, vigilant and ceaseless in protection of Lavan’s flock (Bava Metzia 93b). 

Beyond the letter of the law to all accounts. That is the legacy of Yaakov - the world of 

lifnim. It is interesting to note that after Yaakov left the employ of Lavan and was 

heading back to Eretz Yisrael he sent his brother Aisav a message “Im Lavan garti”  -

“I dwelt with Lavan” (Beraishis 32:5). Rashi tells us famously that the word “garti” 

has the same letters (and numerical value) as “taryag” - the 613 mitzvos. Yaakov Avinu 

is alluding to the fact that whilst with Lavan he remained steadfast to his religious 



beliefs and upheld all 613 mitzvos.  But look at the Targum for the word garti. In 

aramaic it is “daris” - daled, raish, yud, and tav. That has the numerical value of 614. 

Because as we mentioned Yaakov went beyond the letter of the law. The law of the 

Torah is represented by the number 613. Yaakov took that number and through his high-

quality adherence to Hashem’s mitzvos he went the extra mile, ergo 614.  

 Now we can understand why on Yom Kippur no korban is necessary to invoke 

the spirit of Yaakov Avinu. It is a day that we must ask Hashem forgiveness for our 

laxity and mistreatment of his positive mitzvos, and for that we offer the calf. And we 

must make amends for the transgression of his negative mitzvos, and hence the ram. But 

we need not apologize for not entering the world of lifnim mishuras hadin, because it 

is not a required level nor one which is expected of the average guy in the street. 

 That being said, lifnim offers a tremendous payload. Chazal tell us that the 

aforementioned Yaakov Avinu took five vavs from some of Eliyahu’s names in Nach 

and holds them as a collateral and will not return them until Eliyahu ushers in the 

coming of Mashiach (See Rashi, Vayikra, 26:42). Why is Yaakov the one to get 

involved and force the hand of Eliyahu more than the other greats of our storied past? 

The Shem Mishmuel explains that by the strict letter of the law we unfortunately do not 

deserve Mashiach’s arrival. And Eliyahu, a stickler for the truth, is reluctant to herald 

the arrival of better days. That is why his vavs were purloined, because the Zohar tells 

us that the letter vav represents emes- truth. We take away the emes from the situation 

and ask Eliyahu to turn a blind eye and give us a break. In other words, we are asking 

him to enter the world of lifnim mishuras hadin. Yes, in din we may not deserve 

Mashiach, but how about in the world of lifnim?  And that perhaps is why in making 

our case to Eliyahu we employ the services of the father of lifnim, Yaakov Avinu. In the 

world of lifnim he’s been there and done that. So we specifically ask him and his stellar 

track record in going the extra mile to represent us admirably in this endeavor. 

 Seder night is chock full of the performance of different mitzvos and it is 

therefore a great opportunity to jump onto the bandwagon of lifnim. Perhaps this is 

symbolized when preparing for Pesach we shecht a sheep which in Lashon Hakodesh 

is called a seh. Seh - shin & hai stands for shuras hadin- the letter of the law. On the 

night of Pesach we do away with the letter of the law - the seh, and reach for the spiritual 

stars. For on the night of the original Exodous we yearn for yet another. And for that 

we need to elevate ourselves into the heady atmosphere of lifnim. We have hinted to 

such a mindset earlier in the Seder when we spoke about The Four Sons. If you look at 

the first hebrew letter of each of the four Sons the way they are written in the Haggada- 

Chacham, Rasha, Tam and the V’she’aino yodaya lish’ol they have the numerical value 

of 614. That is what we are selling to our kinderlach on Seder night. Doing the mitzvos 

with enthusiasm, unbridled joy and commitment. For one (or two) evening(s) let us 

embrace the legacy of Yaakov and join him in his campaign of convincing Eliyahu for 

a little wiggle-room. Who knows, perhaps if we fill the courtroom with advocates of 

lifnim, we can prevail. The courtroom is our seder table, where Eliyahu enters as we 



finish our night of mitzvos. He’s looking to stand firm, tenuously hanging on to the 

memory of his missing vavs. But when he looks around and senses a night of mitzvos 

performed par excellence he may just fold. And we ever so subtly remind him of the 

five vav collateral. You see the cup of Eliyahu is is the fifth cup of wine of the evening. 

Each cup corresponding to the five leshonos- terminologies of geulah. Each one of 

which start with a magical letter, seemingly insignificant but ever so powerful. The five 

vavs: V’hotzaisi, V’hitzalti, V’ga’alti, V’lakachti. 

And last but not least, V’haivaisi. I will bring you, yes, bring you home. 
 

 

Have a great Shabbos and a zissen Pesach, 
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