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This week's פרשה begins by instructing 
the Yidden to bring ביכורים,the first 
ripened fruits, to the בית המקדש. The תורה 
instructs the one bringing the ביכורים to 
bring it to הכהן אשר יהיה בימים ההם - the 
 who will be in those days. The כהן
one bringing the ביכורים also 
needs to recite that לבן - ארמי 
wanted to destroy us, we 
were in מצרים, Hashem 
r e d e e m e d u s a n d 
brought us to the land of 
 .ארץ ישראל

There seems to be a few puzzling 
details in these פסוקים. Why does the 
 need to specify that one needs to תורה
bring it to the כהן of those days? Which 
other כהן would one bring it to? רשי adds 
that this means that one needs to deal 
with the כהן of his days. This explanation 
of רש״י doesn't seem to clarify much 
about this פסוק. 

Also, although one definitely wants to 
express his gratitude and appreciation to 
Hashem for giving him an abundance of 
fruits, why however, does one need to 
state the fact that לבן wanted to annihilate 
us. This seems to be a minor 

detail in the history of the 
Jewish nation. The detail 

of מצרים and the salvation 
thereafter makes sense 

as that was the beginning 
of the Jewish nation and 

the subsequent conquest 
of ארץ ישראל. 

T h e תורה also writes that the 
fruits need to be placed in a basket and 
presented to the כהן who then places it 
near the מזבח. Why would the תורה be 
particular how the fruits are transported to 
the בית המקדש? What's the significance of 
the basket? 

To better understand the concept of 
 we need to see the difference ביכורים
between מעשר and מעשר .ביכורים wasn't 
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brought to the בית המקדש and wasn't 
separated specifically from the first 
growth. 

 signifies that it all starts with ביכורים
Hashem! One giving מעשר can feel that 
he worked and was successful so he 
therefore gives something back to 
Hashem. ביכורים however, leaves no 
room for such error. It demonstrates 
that all the success of one's 
 starts and ends with השתדלות
Hashem. 

The basket was used to 
signify this concept. A 
basket is usually round. Hashem 
is סובב כל עלמין. Everything one does 
starts and ends with Hashem. 

The בית המקדש also signifies Hashem, as 
that was His home. The כהן serving there 
was the emissary of Hashem in this 
world. One accepts the כהן that is serving 
at the present time to again demonstrate 
that he has no say in the matter; he 
accepts every detail that Hashem 
orchestrates. 

One expresses his acceptance of 
Hashem's full control by stating that ארמי 
wanted to annihilate us. The תורה uses 
the word ארמי and not לבן to indicate that 
falsehood in one's belief destroys the 
relationship one has with Hashem. The 
exact wording of the פסוק is ארמי אובד אבי. 
The word ארמי can be translated as 
falsehood as the word רמאי means a liar. 

 means to destroy and אובד
 refers to Hashem as He אבי

is our father. It therefore 
m e a n s t h a t f a l s e h o o d 
destroys the relationship one 
has with Hashem. The פסוק 

is telling us that when one 
brings ביכורים he exclaims 

that he is not living a lie. He's not 
living with the notion that it is his success 
that brought about this. He recognizes 
that all of his success is what Hashem 
made him have. 

One who lives with this concept doesn't 
even feel that he's giving away anything 
when giving ביכורים. He sees that 
whatever produce he's left with is a gift 
from Hashem! 

א גוט שבת

 ביכורים
signifies that it 
all starts with 

Hashem!


