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Money Matters: Theft- Part 1

The Thirteen Attributes

The Torah prohibits stealing whether from a 
Jew or a non-Jew. One may not cause 
someone temporary distress by taking away 
his property with intent to return it later. This 
gets a person used to taking without permis-
sion and he might come to theft. If a person 
wants to steal back something that was stolen 
from him, he can only do so openly so that 
people shouldn’t think he’s a thief. Borrowing 
something of negligible value which you know 
the owner wouldn’t be particular about is not 
considered theft. Despite this the sages say 
this is not the right way for a Torah Jew to 
behave. If someone plucked aravot (willow 
reeds) for Sukkot from his neighbor’s garden 
without permission knowing that the owner 
isn’t particular about it, it does not make the 
aravot his. This can be a problem on the first 
day of Sukkot when the halacha states that 
the four species must belong to the owner. 

One may not take something with the intention 
of returning something of greater value unless 
someone acquired the better object for that 
person already. For example, one cannot take 
a person’s old umbrella and arrange for 
someone to deliver a new one. The owner 
must receive the exchange object at the time 
the person takes it because there’s a possibil-
ity the exchange won’t happen.  In addition, 
people tend to prefer their own property even if 
it’s old and used. Therefore one can’t necessar-
ily presume the owner will be happy with the 
exchange. Where the product is up for sale, 
then you can be certain the owner will accept 
something else. One can take someone’s 
property with the intention to return the same 
type of property if one knows the owner of the 
property isn’t particular and won’t mind if it is 
replaced with something similar. A silversmith 
would be allowed to use your silver to make a 

cup for someone else and then use other silver 
for your cup as it is a situation of “Zeh nehna 
v’zeh l’o chasor kofin alev middat Sedom.” If 
you won’t suffer and the person will benefit, it’s 
middat Sedom to object. 

One is permitted to steal in order to save one’s 
life, but one must return and pay it back as 
soon as one is able.  If one is being pursued, 
one may damage property in order save 
oneself but one must pay for the damages. If a 
wounded person must be bandaged quickly, a 
volunteer may run and take a bandage from a 
pharmacy without paying.  The volunteer is 
absolved from repayment however the 
wounded person may be made to pay. 
However if it’s not known if the bandage was 
actually used, he can’t be made to pay. 

Jewish parenting is a way of teaching our 
children the derech Hashem, the way 
Hashem deals with people as revealed in the 
Torah. Hashem’s Divine Providence is 
continuous. He is constantly involved in 
human life and His patterns and methods 
guide the way He deals with us. One of his 
fundamental principles are the 13 Attributes of  
Mercy which teach us how we too must 
conduct ourselves. In Bereishit it says, “Ki 
yidatav l’man asher yetzave et banav…” 
Hashem says He chose Avraham because he 
would teach his children to go in the ways of 
Hashem, to do charity and justice. The Torah 
states clearly that the core agenda of Jewish 
parenting which is modeled after Avraham 
Avinu is to teach our children the path of 
Hashem which is his 13 middot, methods 
which He models for us to mirror in our 
interactions with our children. 

The fifth middah is chanun. It is related to the 
word chen, sometimes translated as finding or 
giving favor or graciousness. The root of the 
word is chet nun related to matnat chinam, a 
free gift. Chassidic writings teach us that this is 
the attribute of giving to others even if they 
aren’t worthy. Hashem in His mercy constantly 
showers us with gifts such as water and air 
although we don’t deserve it. There are wicked 
people who by any regular measure should 
deserve to be dead. Nevertheless they are 
alive with abundant resources, enjoying 
Hashem’s gracious gifts. Hashem gives to us 
because he likes us like a friend who we enjoy 
giving gifts to.  We need to apply this concept 
of chanun to child raising. Let us teach our 
children to give to others. In addition, we too 
should give our children things they don’t 
deserve. This helps build a warm relationship. 
When a person receives a gift it makes him 
happy and it creates a feeling of friendship 

from the recipient to the giver.  It’s important 
for a parent to create an atmosphere of 
gratitude, warmth, thankfulness, and apprecia-
tion as this helps the child fulfill the mitzvah of 
kibud em properly. The child too, should be 
trained to give to his family and friends without 
asking anything in return. 

“You do for me and I’ll do for you,” is a very 
shallow form of giving. The Torah emphasizes 
that Hashem is a chanun. He gives but he gets 
nothing in return. His gifts are one-sided. 
Hashem doesn’t need anything from us. It’s 
only out of His graciousness and love that He 
gives to us. We too must try to mirror this both 
with ourselves and our children so that this 
pure way of giving becomes a part of our 
essence.
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Physical Strength vs. Spiritual Blessing

The custom in the city of Beitar was that when 
a baby boy was born a cedar tree was 
planted. When a baby girl was born a different 
type of cedar tree was planted. When the 
couple were ready to get married, the people 
would cut both trees down and make a 
wedding canopy from it. One day the 
daughter of the Caesar drove by the city of 
Beitar and the base of her wagon wheel 
broke. Her servants went and cut down a 
cedar tree to fix it. Enraged, the people of 
Beitar attacked them. It was then relayed to 
the king that the Jews had rebelled against 
him and he went to war with them. This is 
what is meant when it says, “He went with full 
fury and destroyed, Keren Yisrael, the pride of 
Israel.” Keren can mean a horn or battering 
rams. The Romans smote men, women, and 
children and the stream of blood was so 
copious that it poured into the Mediterranean 
Sea which was a mil away. So much blood 
was spilled that for seven years the fields did 
not need to be fertilized.  

Keren alludes to strength. Particularly when 
Rome battled Beitar, the physical side of 
things, they had to use a keren which 
connotes hardness. Horns are found on an 

animal’s head. This hints that it was the will to 
win, not physical strength, that was there on 
the battlefield of Beitar. The Romans had 
80,000 battle rams. Seven is mispar shalem, a 
whole number, which is why we find it 
repeated in the cycle of the week and in 
Shemita. Every physical object has six sides. 
Then there is the spiritual inner dimension 
which is seven. Eight is above conventional 
reality. The corners of something will always 
be eight. A cube has four corners on top and 
on bottom. Rome wanted to conquer the 
Jewish people on an absolute level and they 
wanted the supernatural facet of ratzon (will).  

Beitar was the mightiest and most fortified of 
the three cities, Tur Malka, Yerushalayim, and 
Beitar. How can we understand that the cause 
of the destruction was the daughter of the 
Caesar? Ben and bat, the words we use for 
children, relate to binyan, to build. The Targum 
translates banta as the daughters. In the word 
bito, the letter taf has a dagesh which 
grammatically tells us that the nun is missing. 
This teaches us that there is a relationship 
between ben and bat, both of them connoting 
building. Beitar was the binyan of Eretz 
Yisrael. The intent of the people was that they 

should have a strong fortified city. They would 
plant cedar trees when they had children as a 
symbol of their strength and they would make 
a chuppah to show this would be a force that 
would endure. The power of will is very strong. 
They validated their strength. Therefore they 
were able to produce it. Just as a child is his 
parent’s building, the persona of the city is the 
people who bear its image. In this case it was 
their strength that gave them ability to live in 
the land. Just as a person will call their own 
physical daughter bat, my daughter, which 
means my building,  so too a place is called 
one’s daughter. It’s what one gives birth to with 
one’s imagery. This is why Yerushalayim is 
called Bat Zion. The vision of Beitar was their 
strength both individually and collectively. 
Therefore the bat, the vision of their surviving 
by force was taken by the daughter of the king, 
the Caesar of Rome. His daughter symbolized 
Roman strength and this was the struggle.

 A son is reshut atzmo while a daughter is 
reshut avi. A daughter is always connected to 
her father. A son is his own person. A man by 
nature is a mashpia and wants to give forth 
while a woman by nature wants to take in and 
build with what she’s given. For that reason 


