
 

 

 

 

 

In the merit of this devotion and faith Jews were able to come out of Egypt 

The first of the Ten Commandments reads: I am the L-rd, your G-d, Who took you out of the 

Land of Egypt. This is the foundation of our faith.  

  

In memory of this extraordinary event--Exodus from Egypt with awesome miracles--we 

celebrate Passover. 

We need to understand why it is written in the Torah that we have to talk about this to our 

children during the Seder night, if it happened thousands of years ago. Today we live in 

different times and have enough of our own problems. Why should we remind ourselves what 

problems Jews of that generation had, how hard they worked, how difficult their life was, and 

how they finally left Egypt?  

  

Let’s try to answer this question with the help of the following story.  

A unit of Special Forces in Israel was sent to an Arab village, where terrorists were hiding, in 

order to take out all the civilians before they bombed the area. The inhabitants did not want to 

leave their homes. Clock was ticking.  Suddenly Israeli soldiers were attacked by a band of 

terrorists, and one of the officers was captured.  They beat and tortured him, trying to force 

him to disclose secret information, but he did not give in.  After a few hours of this hell he 

was liberated.    

After the incident the officer decided to retire. He served in the army for many years and was 

a professional in his field, but he decided that it was time to return to civilian life. He wanted 

to thank G-d for remaining alive.  

 

Commanders and friends were very upset with his decision, but he insisted and returned 

home.  

One morning, as he was leaving his house, a military truck pulled up next to him. One of the 

soldiers said that the commander wanted to talk to him, and invited him to sit in the truck. 

The officer thought it very strange that he did not get an advance notice. Nevertheless, he 

climbed into the truck.  As soon as the door closed behind him, he realized that he made a 

mistake!  
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“Soldiers” tied his hands and put on a blindfold.  They were speaking in Arabic. He realized 

that he fell into the trap of the terrorists, who decided to take revenge.  

He was dragged out of the truck and brought into a basement. They tied him to the chair, 

removed the blindfold, and started interrogation.  

They wanted him to disclose important military information. He decided that he would not 

say anything and stay strong until the end. They beat and tortured him for an hour, and then 

decided to go out for a smoke in the next room. They left the door a little open to keep an eye 

on their victim. The prisoner saw tools of torture on the table. He had a heavy feeling. He 

decided that he would try to find a way to escape. Still tied to a chair, he began to approach 

the door to see, what the Arabs were doing. They were saying funny stories and laughing 

loudly. Something seemed odd, though... They spoke in his native language! He realized that 

they were not Arabs after all.  The main military office decided to test his loyalty and 

dedication, whether it was true that he never gave any information to anyone. Now, when he 

realized that they were his friends, he gathered his courage and decided not to give in! 

It’s written in the Haggadah that everyone must imagine as if he himself left Egypt. Why?  

Today we talk about how Jews in Egypt were going through terrible times, but were able to 

withstand it, despite the horrible conditions. They were able to withstand it, because they 

remembered, that our G-d was behind all of this, and He wanted to see if they had real faith 

and were dedicated to Him.  

Each of us goes through various tests in life. Many times we think that our suffering is 

someone else’s fault. But our Sages teach us that G-d orchestrates all events of our lives in 

order to test our dedication and faith in Him. This awareness gives us the fortitude to 

withstand the tests today.  

The sages teach us that in the merit of this devotion and faith Jews were able to come out of 

Egypt, and, so, in our days we will be able to get rid of our problems and come out from 

Diaspora because of having Faith. 

 

Wishing You All A Chag Kosher V’Someach! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 
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